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NEW WALL AROUND
CRICKET GROUND
Langley Park Sports and
Social Club
You must have noticed the
developments at the Sports
and Social Club!
Probably most of the village
have been saying for years
that the fence should be
replaced, at the very least.
Despite the best efforts of
generations of Parish, District
and County Councillors and
EQUaL
Partnership
Committees,
things
just
seemed to go from bad to
worse.
The football team was
downgraded and the pitch
and its surroundings became
derelict-looking. The bowls
club was struggling to keep
the green right, let alone a dry

The new wall and gate at the front of the Cricket Ground
© Terry T. Chilton

building
and
tea-making
facilities. The cricket team
were doing their best to keep
their
field
in
playable
condition and the club
building and the pavilion were
in a dire condition; generally a
deplorable situation.

Just when EQUaL thought
that things might
start
to
turn
around
and
funding could be
found for major
work on the area,
the club was
taken over by the
brewery, who put
it up for sale.
Then we thought
that was the end
of
the
whole
Langley Park Sports & Social Club Buildings
thing.
© George Hawxwell
And along came

Alan Cassidy!
All of a sudden, the Club is
clean and tidy; the buildings
and grounds are being
improved; the whole area is
welcoming. The boundary
fence
has
had
its
disintegrating concrete panels
replaced with a shining, smart
new security fence and at the
front there is the brick wall,
topped with railings, partly
funded
by
the
District
Councillors. This wall seems
to have instantly changed the
look of Langley Park. We are
suddenly smart and modern
instead
of
semi-derelict.
What a relief! Well done,
Alan!
Alison Hiles
SEE PAGE 2 FOR
CONTENTS

POLICE REPORT

Police Beat Surgery
Following the success of our
trial „Beat Surgery‟ at the end
of 2008 we have decided to
host more regular drop in
sessions within Langley Park.
If you have any issues you
would like to discuss with an
officer, feel free to drop in at
St Andrews Methodist’s
Church every second Friday
between 09:00 and 10:30.
The next sessions will be
April 3rd & 17th. Updates for
these meetings will be posted
in the windows of LANGLEY
PARK HARDWARE and
SPAR.
Residents’ Meeting
We recently attended a
Residents‟
Meeting
in
Langley Park and a number
of issues were raised by you
which we have been looking
into. These issues ranged
from speeding cars to noise
complaints. We have been
looking into both short and
long term solutions to these
issues and will keep you
updated with the progress.
Thanks a lot!
PCSO 7007
Jamie Andrew Pearsall
DURHAM CONSTABULARY
LANGLEY PARK
PRIMARY SCHOOL
Cycling Proficiency
Year 5 pupils at Langley Park
Primary School have enjoyed
taking park in the new
Government Initiative to learn
Esh Leaves

Pupils proudly show off their cycling awards.

cycling skills both at school
and out on the roads. All the
pupils who took part achieved
a Level 2 award.
Well done to everyone
involved!
Langley Park goes
International
Two teachers from Langley
Park Primary visited Henri
Arnould School, just outside
Paris. Following a visit from a
French counterpart last year
a link has been firmly
established between the two
schools. During our visit we
taught the children some
English songs, and read
some English stories. We
found that the teaching of
English plays an important
role in French schools and
the pupils spoke English quite
well.
One of the reasons for the
visit was to help support our
colleagues in using a webcam through a secure virtual
learning platform. We were
able to establish this link and
communicated with our Year
6 pupils in England.
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The webcam in action

We intend to develop this link
by teaching each other typical
cultural games through our
web cam link. In addition,
children from Langley Park
will also be spending an
afternoon in their school
during our French trip in June
this year.
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NEWS FROM OUR LOCAL
ORGANISATIONS
Langley Park Community
Association
DELIVERING WHOLESALE
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES.

competitive. A full box of
vegetables for £5.00 contains
enough to feed a family of
four for a whole week. For
those living alone, there is the
opportunity to purchase a half
or full bag of vegetables or
fruit in the knowledge that the
customer is buying fresh
produce and receiving full
value for money. The price
list is as follows:

A new Vegetable and Fruit
Co-op
service
is
now
operating successfully from
the Wood
View Half bag of fruit or vegetables
£1.75
Community Centre. Full bag of fruit or vegetables
£2.80
Secretary
Alison Salad bag
£2.80
Spenceley
has Family Box of fruit or vegetables £5.00
informed
Esh 5 kg bag of potatoes
£1.75
Leaves that fruit and 12 local med class
vegetables from the A free range eggs
£1.80
Food Chain (North
East)
can
be
ordered and collected from
For further details of the
the centre.
scheme,
contact
Alison
Spenceley at the Langley
Food Chain (North East)
Park
Community
Centre
deliver wholesale seasonal
(0191 3731876) or look up
goods to the community
the Food Chain website at
centre. Each week Alison
www.thefoodchain-ne.co.uk
Spenceley, Secretary of the
Langley Park Community
Centre, takes orders and
payments and telephones the
collective order to the Food
Chain on a Monday. Fruit and
vegetables are then delivered
made up to order on a
Tuesday,
and
can
be
collected from the Centre
after 12.30 p.m. Each of the
vegetable/salad/fruit
bags
Langley Park Angling Club
contains at least five varieties
of produce.
Langley Park Angling Club
has been established since
The advantage of ordering
1952.
fruit and vegetables from the
It has fishing on three lakes
Community Centre is that all
and over a mile stretch of the
of the goods delivered are tipRiver Browney.
top fresh, sometimes so
It is a thriving club and at
much fresher than can be
present has a membership of
bought in the supermarket.
around 170.
The Food Chain is also a
These members consist of
non-profit organisation, and
male and female and cover
the prices are more than
all age groups.
Esh Leaves
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Recently a testimonial fishing
competition was held on
behalf of the clubs previous
long
serving
Chairman
Gordon Lee. The competition
was held at a venue in north
Yorkshire
where
the
competition was won by
Martin Watson. Martin was
presented on the day with his
trophy from Gordon.

Presentation of the Trophy

The club presently has an
angling coach and coaching
sessions
with
angling
equipment supplied on the
day free of charge will be
arranged for anyone wishing
to give fishing a try. These
sessions are popular so it is
advisable to forward names
as soon as possible to Mr R
Davison
on
Mob:
07770626174.
One of the area‟s the club is
keen to encourage and
promote is the junior section.
As the area
has
limited
facilities
for
the younger
generation
fishing can be
found on the
doorstep and
is easily accessible. The club
runs fishing competitions, and
days away for the junior
section throughout the year,
and recently arranged a day
out to a fishing complex in
North Yorkshire where many
March 2009

of
the
juniors
had
experienced fishing for the
first time and most of these
have become members of the
club in 2009 and are keen to
get fishing as soon as the
weather improves.
The club welcomes everyone,
subject to approval by the
committee
and
annual
membership
is
available
through a one off payment.
Membership Fees for 2009
Senior: £35.00 + £5.00 joining
fee. Total £40.00
Disabled Member £25.00 +
£5.00 joining fee. Total
£30.00
Senior
Citizens £25.00 +
£5.00
joining fee. Total
£30.00
Juniors £13.00 + £2.00
joining fee. Total £15.00
Anyone wishing to know more
about the club or become a
member can download the
application form from the club
website on www.lpaa.org.uk
Application forms are also
available from Langley Park
Post Office or any of the local
Fishing tackle shops.
For any further information
please contact: Mr R.Davison
on 0191 3730974. Mob:
07770626174 or Mr P Elliot
on 07832745743
Tight Lines to
members in 2009

all

our

Take Note: All Juniors under 13
years of age must be accompanied
by an Adult Member when fishing
Club Waters unless in organised
outings. No juniors are allowed on
Tursdale unless above13 years of
age and with an Adult Member.
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Langley Park Cricket Club

Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust
has been publicising this as a
serious problem. The birds
Langley Park Cricket Club is
fill up with the tasty bread and
looking for new members. By
stop
foraging
for
the
the time Esh Leaves has
invertebrates and other small
been delivered it is likely that
water animals which provide
outdoor nets will have started
their protein, vitamins and
for the 2009/10 season.
minerals. This is particularly
Anyone interested in joining
serious for young birds.
the Club should contact Tom
One year when I was working
Huscroft on 0191 3733033 for
for Durham Wildlife Trust, we
further details.
had two contrasting families
of
swans,
living
on
WILDLIFE CORNER
neighbouring lakes.
One
family
was
very
aggressive
Hopefully, by the time you
and wouldn‟t let any other
read this all the snow and ice
birds near, let alone people.
will have gone and the
We had to stop using the
serious pressure to survive
dipping platform on their lake
for our wildlife will have
because they were attacking
lessened. People are getting
the children. They certainly
more
and
more
didn‟t receive any bread!
knowledgeable about feeding
They brought up five fat and
birds in their gardens. Less
equally
aggressive
white bread and more whole
youngsters.
grains and fatballs are being
The other family were very
put out, which is a much
gentle and friendly.
They
better diet.
would sit among the children
The one group of birds which
when we were pond dipping
are still being fed an almost
and
generally
make
exclusive diet of bread by the
themselves
popular.
Small
public is the water birds.
wonder, then,
that
the
Hands up everyone who has
children
brought
their
parents
fed the ducks and swans at
and
grandparents
on
the park on bread.
Has
weekend
walks
to
see
them
anyone not got their hands
and bring them bread. In the
up? Certainly not me!
autumn, when the youngsters
This year for the first time, the
were learning
to fly, ready
to leave for
warmer
climes,
the
problems
started
to
show
up.
First, they all
set off from
the water and
quickly came
down on the
wrong side of
the fence in a
Swan & Signet © www.freefoto.com
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new woodland. The fence
had to be cut to herd them
out since taking off from the
scrub was almost impossible.
A couple of days later they all
took flight properly but, unlike
the others, they came back to
the ground very quickly; two
got as far as the grassy hill;
one was in our car park and
two were reported as being
slightly injured in the factory
yard across the road. When
we started to round them up,
we discovered what the
problem was. They were all
exceptionally thin and didn‟t
have the energy to fly once
they‟d got into the air. It can
be very difficult to see that
birds are thin under a healthy
layer of feathers. The story
does have a happy ending
because they all went off to
the swan hospital in Berwick
and lived to see the next
summer. It does have a
moral, however, and that is to
stop feeding bread to birds!
Alison
FIGHTING BACK
It is indeed heart-warming
when someone fights back
from not one, but two
debilitating illnesses, but that
is what one resident of
Langley Park is successfully
achieving.
Anna Lawson, daughter of
the
renowned
sculptor
Fenwick Lawson and a noted
artist in her own right, was
diagnosed
with
Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome / ME and
was later told that she
suffered from Narcolepsy in
May 2008.
Esh Leaves

Emerge, Ananna
Image has now
been launched.
Talking about the
change that has
overtaken
her
life, Anna said
“It‟s not easy
having
to
readjust
your
whole life to cope
with what others
have only read
about. It has
taken me a long
time to find out
what was really
wrong with me,
and
now that my
Anna Lawson © Howard Little (2008)
illness has been
For those who are unfamiliar
diagnosed, then I have no
with Narcolepsy it is a
real choice except in the way
neurological condition where
that I face the future.”
a person falls asleep during
the day at inappropriate
Anna‟s designs often use her
times, often at work or school.
experiences as a working
Anna‟s condition became so
mother of three and some
bad that she had to give up
combine these with her love
her job as an art and design
of the classics and mythology
lecturer as she is rarely able
to create images of „life‟s little
to leave the house on her
ironies‟ to which most of us in
own.
the modern world can relate.
She will be contributing new
However, her determination
images in the brand new,
in fighting the disease can be
national,
e-magazine
found in the fact that she has
„Horizon‟ (next issue March
set up a small business
2009). Anna also markets
working from home. This has
images of the photographs of
a double advantage, she can
sculptures created by her
tailor her time to suit the
father, Fenwick Lawson.
needs of her body; and she
has not given up the type of
With a smile Anna said, “I
artistic work that she loves so
now have a chance to pursue
much. She has created her
my own dreams, and it is
own line of greetings cards
indeed ironic that my illness
and sells them via her
has
afforded
me
that
website on the Internet. With
opportunity.”
help from various quarters,
including Business Link, Job
The Ananna Image website
Centre Plus, Access to Work,
can
be
accessed
at
In- Biz, The Derwentside
www.anannaimage.com
Employment
Team
and
Page 5
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Part of Esh Leaves
Sir Bobby Robson Park
While there is still some work to be done including a
fence erected along the church wall and further
seeding and hedge planting, the park is in use.
We are planning a celebration on Saturday 6th June
2009 to thank all those who have been involved in the
project and to show off our new Park in Langley Park.
If you have any suggestions about how you would like
to celebrate the park, or any other articles on this
page, please ring and let us know

Fun and relaxation at Mind & Body

The Mind & Body session on the
22nd January at Quebec Village Hall
was a most enjoyable success –
mmmm – the relaxation, the
massages, the fun and the goody
bag – really enjoyable. More please!

Swimming
We have successfully gained further funding, from the Grants for Groups
fund and Councillors Gordon Coulson and Sue Rothwell, to help pay for the
transport of the Swimming Group on a Wednesday morning. So why not
come along and join our friendly group at 9.00am on Wednesday mornings
for a contribution of £2.00 and the cost of swimming, pick up by Langley
Park Community Transport from the Langley Park Hotel, and return by
lunch time, other pick ups along the way by arrangement with the driver.

Annual General Meeting 14th May 2009 – Advance Notice
EQUaL has successfully completed major projects including 3 playgrounds
and a Breathing Place, and provided support to a number of community
groups throughout the 7 years the current Trustees have been in charge.
If EQUaL is to continue there is a need for new Trustees to step in and
take over to enable EQUaL to move forward, if we do not hear from
enough potential new Trustees by the 16th April a resolution will be put to
the AGM for the dissolution of EQUaL. Please contact 0787 943 5422,
e-mail equal@vcip.org.uk or in writing at
EQUaL, 11 Hawthorne Terrace, Langley Park, Durham, DH7 9SH.
Esh Leaves
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A MAN OF MANY SKILLS

Ernie Todd - (December 2008)
© Terry T. Chilton

I have been talking to a
remarkable Langley Park
gentleman
called
Ernest
(Ernie) Todd who still lives in
the same house where he
was born on Wednesday,
November 23rd, 1921.
Ernie told me so many
interesting stories about his
fascinating life. During the
Second World War he served
in the Royal Air Force and
trained as an engineer on the
Rolls Royce Merlin engine.

stayed until the end of the
war servicing Rolls Royce
Merlin aircraft engines. As it
happened there was a
Langley Park sailor on the
Corvette called John Bramfitt.
Ernie‟s father was a coal
miner at the Langley Park
colliery, and as a young boy
Ernie well remembers his
father earning only £1.10
shillings a week. His father
was also a keen gardener,
and kept hens, pigs, goats
and ducks, normally letting
the pigs go to the local
Co-operative Store.
Times were hard in the
1920‟s and 30‟s when Ernie
was a boy. Fortunately the
coal miners' received free
coal, which was delivered to
the house by a lorry with solid
tyres. The coal was simply
emptied on the street, and to
earn pocket money Ernie took
on the job of shovelling tons
of coal into the neighbours‟
bunkers at three pence a ton.
He also became a newspaper
boy, and at 5.30 a.m. he went
to the local railway station to

collect newspapers from the
train
for
Anderson‟s
Newsagents Shop in Langley
Park.
Mr. Anderson had
already marked out a delivery
route for him that included the
old
Isolation
Hospital.
Furthermore, he took on a job
rewinding films at the Langley
Park Hippodrome cinema.
After each film was shown he
would rewind it onto an empty
spool with the film running
over his fingers. By doing
this he could detect any
broken sprocket holes. If any
were found he would stop the
rewind, cut, trim, and clean
the film before splicing it.
Ernie told me about the
Hippodrome cinema pianist
Tibby Burdon, who was also
a local Tailor. Tibby played
for the silent films, and
watching every move on the
screen he skilfully adjusted
the music to fit each scene,
the quiet parts only being
disturbed by the munching of
apples from the children
behind.
Unfortunately, an
impish boy just had to try out
his skill with an apple core,
and taking careful aim scored

At this time, not knowing
where he was bound for, he
was
sent
abroad,
and
somewhere
in
the
Mediterranean onboard the
troopship „Windsor Castle‟
there was a tremendous
explosion, thought to be a
direct hit from an enemy
Torpedo. Sadly the „Windsor
Castle‟ sank and Ernie found
himself swimming for his life.
Fortunately a nearby Corvette
came to the rescue and took
him to Algiers where he
Esh Leaves

A winter scene of Ernie in his garden with this amazing large planter
he made from a Car Wheel and Tyre turned inside out with the top
edge trimmed. © Terry T.Chilton
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a direct hit on Tibby‟s bald
head. Tibby sprang to his
feet and threatened to have
them all put out, before
angrily turning to his piano.
The Hippodrome owner was
Mr. Liddle, who later took
over the other Langley Park
cinema the „King’s‟. Ernie
then
moved
from
the
Hippodrome to the King’s
where he also rewound the
films and played interval
music (usually the Bolero).
As a schoolboy Ernie also
took to model making. He
made Static and Sailing Boat,
Galleons, and Motor Boats,
also
Static
and
Flying
Aeroplanes. Of course, his
pocket money didn‟t stretch to
buying model kits, so he used
any scraps of wood he could
acquire. In fact he was so
good at it, when Langley Park
Hardware Store saw his work
they asked him to make three
dozen large tractors with
trailers to sell in their shop.
Ernie completed the task with
his characteristic skill and
enthusiasm, making them two
feet long with a seat to sit on.

When he left school Ernie
became an apprentice joiner
with the Property Department
of the Consett Iron Company,
who owned many Langley
Park houses. However, he
soon
realised
his
true
vocation was mechanics, and
decided to go to Rugby where
he made parts for massive
English
Electric
diesel
engines, gaining a great deal
of engineering experience.
He later moved to Hatfield
hoping to find work at the de
Havilland Aircraft Company
where his brother worked,
then while staying with his
brother he was conscripted
into The Royal Air Force.
When he returned home from
the war he bought a large car
and started a Taxi business.
He then had a garage built for
his Taxi in Hedley Terrace
that was also large enough to
take on car repairs. With his
engineering skills he now did
everything from full servicing,
to spraying and welding.
One evening in 1953 he took
a party to Dunston to be
collected around midnight.

Upon returning to Langley
Park he decided to see a film
at the King’s, and sat in the
balcony. When leaving the
cinema he realised he had
left his gloves and returned to
the empty cinema to retrieve
them, then drove to Dunston
to collect his passengers.
When he returned the King’s
was on fire. Massive flames
were streaking through the
roof into the night sky,
accompanied by loud bangs
from the exploding asbestos
roof. Ernie then realised he
must have been the last
paying customer in that
cinema before it caught fire.
The King’s stood empty for
over two years until it was
decided to convert it into a
Dance Hall. The new owner
wanted to make part of the
balcony area into a Coffee
Bar, and it was necessary to
remove the lower of two
massive girders that spanned
the full width of the cinema.
Ernie decided to take on the
job and with Oxyacetylene
torch in hand he cut through
that massive girder and
dropped it to the ground.
In 1990 Ernie sold his garage
business to Bill Johnston, yet
continued his Taxi business
until 1994 when he retired at
the age of 73. Sadly, in 2001
Ernie‟s former garage went
up in flames and had to be
demolished.
Bill Johnston
had the site cleared and built
a new garage there called the
FTL Garage.

A massive girder, the same as the one Ernie dropped to the ground
many years ago, is being removed when the old King‟s cinema was
demolished. © Terry T. Chilton
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Now in his retirement years
Ernie loves pottering around
his garden, just like his father
before him, and spends many
a happy hour tending the
March 2009

flowers and feeding the wild
birds that never forget to pay
him a friendly visit. I sincerely
hope that Ernie will continue
to enjoy his garden for many
years to come, and possibly
sit and reflect on his full and
productive life of many skills.

next day. After 2 good tumble
runs I secured my place in
the top 8 in 4th position. On
the day of the final my coach
and I decided for a more
difficult somersault which
would give me more points as

Terry Chilton.
CHLOE TINDALE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
British championships
(20th March 2009)
Where, although I have
moved up an age group
competing
with
other
gymnasts up to 2 years older
than me, I am still hopeful to
make the final and retain my
place on the British squad.
Bulgaria
(22nd - 26th April 2009)

An update from our local
gymnast
On the 28th November 2008 I
travelled down to Fenton
Manor in Stoke on Trent for
the British tournament. This is
an open competition where
countries such as Ireland,
France
and
sometimes
America compete.
I had a warm up session on
the Friday afternoon and
the competition was on the
Saturday with the finals on
the Sunday.
There were 23 entrants in my
age group and only the top 8
would make the finals the

Chloe with her bronze medal

it was a far more technical
move. This paid off and I
stuck it dead on completion
and this gained me the
bronze medal.
The top 4 gymnasts in each
category make the national
British squad of which I
am now a full time member. I
train with my fellow gymnasts,
from all over the country, at
Lilleshaw which is the centre
of excellence for all sports in
this country.
I travel down approximately
ever 5 weeks for a training
weekend and stop near
campus. It‟s great fun and
you get to train with many
famous people. For me
training with the likes of Beth
Tweddle and Becky Downie
is just fantastic.

Esh Leaves
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This
is
my
first
full
international competition. I
will travel in a GB tracksuit
and compete in my country's
leotard for my country in the
World Cup. This is a
competition where only the
top 8 countries in the world
compete.
I
am
so
overwhelmed with this honour
and hope to gain some
extremely
valuable
experience for the future. It
will also be so fantastic to see
the best in the world which
what I would like to be one
day.
Editor’s note
Well done Chloe - you are a
real credit to your chosen
sport.
We wish you all the very best
in
both
the
British
championships and then the
international event in Bulgaria
next month. Who knows we
might also be sending you
our very best wishes in 7
years time for the Olympic
Games in 2016 if tumbling
has been accepted as an
Olympic sport by then.
Chloe is looking for sponsors
for all the travelling and other
costs faced with in attending
March 2009

the
numerous
training
sessions and events planned
this year. Anyone who feels
able to help Chloe should
contact her father, Mr Richard
Tindale on 07710008966.
We hope to give readers
further updates on Chloe‟s
progress in future editions of
Esh Leaves.
SOAPBOX
More than just a Newspaper
I had a lovely surprise on a
recent visit to Langley Park
when, on picking up a copy of
your local Newspaper Esh
Leaves I came across an
article
expressing
fond
memories of Soapbox (more
than just a newspaper) on
page 17.
Many fond memories came
flooding back to my days
living and bringing up my
family in Langley Park and
the ideas of developing
Soapbox and its enterprises.
From
initial
ideas
and
discussions with friends at the
local Playgroup and in my
living room on Railway
Street the Soapbox idea
was born.
Soon it
became the “Soapbox”
for residents of Esh
Parish to stand up and
have their say about the
area in which they live.
How things can be
improved and how the
residents themselves can
improve them. People of
all ages and abilities soon
became involved.
“Never doubt that a small
group
of
thoughtful,
Esh Leaves

committed
citizens
can
change the world. Indeed, it
is the only thing that ever
has” Margaret Mead (19011978).
The success of Soapbox was
the people of the Community.
If it had not been for the
Community being prepared to
take action for their area it
would never have worked.
The “Soapbox” idea merely
tapped into a common spirit
that existed already in a
Community
that
was
increasingly under threat of
being forgotten, labelled and
facing rising unemployment at
the time and, thankfully we
not prepared to lie down and
die.
”Ideas are like rabbits, you
get a couple and learn how to
handle them, and pretty soon
you will have a dozen”. John
Steinbeck (1902-1968).
Many shining examples of the
local action appeared in its
pages, the Young Ones, Park
View Tenants, Local Rock
Nights,
Langdale
Way
Tenants and Welfare Rights
support/advice to quote a few

Soapbox Front Cover
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of many examples.
The Soapbox philosophy was
simply one of having a belief
that within the Community
any problems that exist can
also have their solutions.
Time and time again local
formed youth and tenant
groups proved this and
continued to inspire others to
take part.
In such tomes of withdrawal
of
services
and
rising
unemployment
going
on
around County Durham the
people of Esh Parish not only
rose to the challenge but had
regular celebrations along the
way.
Live
theatre
and
Saturday morning cinema
spring to mind.
“the best ideas are common
property”
Seneca
(5BC60AD)
It was a lovely surprise
reading your article and the
fond memories I CHERISH.
The inspiration I gained that
stay with me in my life and
work today.
To conclude it is somewhat
apt that I continue to
work
with
the
Community so many
years farther on. I am
presently working in the
west end of Newcastle,
namely
Scotswood
Running a Community
Newspaper
called
“Scotswood Now” (a
celebration of residents
activities
now
as
opposed to future plansregeneration) amongst
other activities such as
youth groups, tenants,
etc.
March 2009

Based in an area supposedly
earmarked for regeneration of
up to £400M but hitting the
buffers in the wake of a credit
crunch.
I will always believed local
residents can enable change
themselves if given the
change. I learned this in my
days in Langley Park on the
“Soapbox”.
Happy Days
David Gaston.
WATTS WORDS OF
WISDOM

For a couple of hours
Time to relax
And catch up the news
Read your Esh Leaves
And then air your views
Betty Watt

LAUNCH
OF
HEALTH
TRAINER INITIATIVE FOR
DURHAM,
CHESTER-LESTREET
AND
DERWENTSIDE

Forgiveness
When you ask for forgiveness
Do it from the heart
Turn a new leaf over
And make a fresh start
It‟s easy to be moody
And grumble at someone
But you‟ll soon be sorry later
When they have gone
So
when
you‟ve
been
forgiven
And have a chance to change
Just try a little TLC
Your life to rearrange
Relaxation time
Hi everybody hope you are
well
But with the weather we‟ve
had
You never can tell
With sore throats and bad
chests, earache and flu
If you‟ve been poorly
I feel sorry for you
Let‟s
look
forward
to
springtime, sunshine and
flowers
And resting in the garden
Esh Leaves

People living in the Durham,
Chester-le-Street
and
Derwentside areas who want
help with healthy eating,
exercise
and
stopping
smoking can take advantage
of a new Health Trainer
Service launched recently.
Public Health County Durham
and Darlington have launched
the Health Trainer scheme to
make a real difference to the
lives of local people by
providing health information,
practical
support
and
encouragement on a one-toone basis.
The
Health
Trainers
themselves are recruited from
the local community and are
trained by the public health
team – who are working on
behalf
of
NHS County
Durham and NHS Darlington.
People can self-refer to the
service via 01207 523666 or
find out information from
Kathy King, health trainer coordinator on 01207 523663.

paper
Choosing
Health:
Making
Healthy
Choices
Easier.
The
paper
acknowledged
that
the
barriers
to
choosing
a
healthier lifestyle are greater
for
communities
and
individuals who experience
economic
or
social
disadvantage than they are
for the general population.
Health Trainers are based in
the community – usually in
Children‟s Centres and will
meet people in their local
community centres or village
halls.
Kathy King, health trainer coordinator, said: “The Health
Trainer initiative has great
potential to break down the
barriers to choosing healthier
lifestyles.
“We hope that people in the
Durham,
Chester-le-Street
and Derwentside areas who
would like support and advice
about exercise, healthy eating
or stopping smoking will
contact us on 01207 523663
for further information.”
LAUNCH OF COMMUNITY
ALCOHOL SERVICE
IN
DURHAM
Lady Ann Calman, Chairman
of NHS County Durham,
launched the County‟s first
integrated community alcohol
service in February.
Designed and commissioned
by the County Durham Drug
and Alcohol Team (DAAT),
the
service
will
offer
treatment,
aftercare
and
support for adults in the
County.

The Health Trainer initiative
came out of the 2004 white
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The
service
has
been
designed as a public health
model with the emphasis on
prevention, using the Brief
Intervention Screening Tool
AUDIT to monitor levels of
alcohol consumption and
offer the appropriate health
care intervention.
The service aims to:





Improve
health
by
reducing
alcohol
consumption
Offer
education
and
advice on alcohol levels
and their impact
Offer a dedicated, holistic
approach for treatment of
drinkers and their families
Provide aftercare and
support
where
appropriate,
including
relapse
prevention
groups.

down from their Christmas
Fete to assist Mathew Rowe
from the School in turning on
the Christmas Lights.
As usual a big thank you to
our sponsors, Olivers Tree
Services, FTL, the Cross
Keys Inn, Esh and to Langley
Park Baptist Church for
hosting the refreshments for
our guests. Also to Service
Direct, NJC Cassidy Wrought
Iron and Leo Moralee for their
excellent services and not
least to the pupils and staff
from Langley Park Primary
School for the magnificent
boards attached to the
perimeter fencing.

Parish Noticeboard

Parish Council Meetings
All Meetings commence at
7.00pm (excepting when
following
the
Annual
Assembly and the Annual
General Meeting) in the Harry
Guildford Centre, Thomas
Street, Langley Park and
occasionally
at
other
locations. The choice of
venue is subject to an annual
review at the Annual General
Meeting but they will be
shown on any public notices
used
to
advertise
the
meetings.

Darren Archer, DAAT Unit
Manager, said: “This event is
an exciting culmination of
months of intense planning to
open a dedicated alcohol
service for County Durham.
Today‟s launch is going to be
a chance to celebrate all that
has been achieved by a great
team of staff on behalf of
residents living within County
Durham. It is also the first
step in the next phase of
increasing the focus on
alcohol as a serious public
health issue.”
Pat Lawlor
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Christmas Lights
This year we had a joint event
with pupils from Langley Park
Primary School who walked
Esh Leaves

If any local community
organisation would like to
display a notice in either this
or one of the other boards at
Esh and Quebec would they
please contact the Parish
Clerk on 0191 3736687

Mathew Rowe turning on the lights
with Parish Clerk Geoff Smith
looking on

Noticeboard

Members of the public are
welcome to attend the nonconfidential part of the
Agenda and there is an
opportunity to raise matters of
interest at the end of this part
of the Agenda.

Residents will have noticed
that the noticeboard has now
been replaced in Front Street,
Langley Park.
Page 12
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Next Meetings
14th April 2009
Annual
assembly (Notice hereunder)
followed by Ordinary Meeting.
12th May 2009
Annual
General Meeting followed by
Ordinary Meeting.
9th June 2009
Parish
Council Meeting. Venue to be
decided.
14th July 2009
Parish
Council Meeting. Venue to be
decided.

Could
eligible
residents
please provide the Clerk with
at least 3 working days
notice, in writing, of any item
that they might wish to raise
under item 6 at the Assembly.
Letters to be addressed to
Mr G. F. Smith,
Clerk
to
Esh
Parish
Council,11Bamburgh Road,
Newton Hall, DURHAM, DH1
5NW
Preliminary Notices

Annual Assembly
NOTICE
OF
ANNUAL
ASSEMBLY OF PARISH
MEETING PARISH OF ESH
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT
The ANNUAL ASSEMBLY of
the Parish Meeting for the
above named Parish will be
held in the Village Hall,
Quebec on Tuesday the 14th
April 2009, commencing at
7.00pm.
Such Persons only as are
registered
as
Local
Government Electors for the
Parish will be entitled to
attend and vote at the
Meeting.
The
Business
to
be
transacted at the Meeting will
be as follows:
1 Apologies for absence
2 Minutes of the Assembly
held on 8th April 2008
3 Matters arising
4 Chairman‟s Report
5 Parish Precept 2009/20010
6 Any Other Business
Councillor A. Mollon
Chairman,
Esh
Council
Esh Leaves

Parish

Annual Meeting of the Sole
Trustees of the Recreation
Ground Charity
Notice is hereby given of the
first Annual Meeting of the
Trustees of Charity No
1003989 - Langley Park
Miners Welfare Institute and
Recreation Ground - to be
held at a venue to be decided
on Tuesday 12th May 2009
commencing at 6.50pm for
the purpose of transacting the
following business.
Draft Agenda
NB Where appropriate the
Clerk‟s recommendations are
shown in brackets
1. Election of Chairman.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Election
of
ViceChairman.
4. Appointment
of
Responsible
Financial
Officer
(The
Parish
Clerk).
5. Cheque signatories
6. Standing Orders (Annual
review of the threshold for
which written quotations
are
required
recommendation £1000).
7. Financial Regulations
8. Update on the Rec
project
Page 13

9. Letting of contracts
10. Dates, times and venues
for future Annual Meeting.
2nd Tuesday of May each
year to precede the
Annual General Meeting
of the Parish Council
Annual General Meeting
Notice is hereby given of the
Annual General Meeting of
Esh Parish Council to be held
at the Harry Guildford Centre,
Thomas Street, Langley Park
on Tuesday 12th May 2009
commencing at 7.00 pm for
the purpose of transacting the
following business.
Draft Agenda
NB Where appropriate the
Clerk‟s recommendations are
shown in brackets
1 Election of Chairman.
2 Apologies for absence.
3 Minutes
of
Annual
General Meeting held on
Tuesday 13th May 2008
4 Election of Vice Chairman
5 Appointment
of
Responsible
Financial
Officer (the Parish Clerk).
6 Cheque signatories
7 Membership
of
the
following
(existing
members
shown
in
brackets):a) Allotments
(All
Councillors + Clerk).
b) Playground Working
Group (All members
of the Council to
consider proposals
submitted by the
EQUaL partnership).
c)
Trustees of Charity
No
1003989
Langley Park Miners
Welfare Institute and
Recreation Ground
(The Parish Council
are
the
sole
March 2009

8

9

10
11
12
13
14

Trustees of this
Charity).
Planning Applications –
Consultation procedure
when comments are
required before the next
scheduled
ordinary
meeting
(Chairman,
Vice-Chairman,
appropriate
Local
Member + Clerk).
Standing
Orders
(Annual review of the
threshold
for
which
written quotations are
required
currently
£1000). –
Financial Regulations
(annual review).
Consideration of the
Chairman‟s Allowance
(currently £200.00).
Annual
Risk
Assessment Statement
Changes to the Parish
Council‟s Asset Register
Dates, times and venues
for future meetings.
Ordinary meetings are
usually held on the
2ndTuesday of each
month (excepting for
August
when
no
meetings
are
held)
commencing at 7.00 pm
unless following the
Annual Assembly (April)
or the Annual General
Meeting (May).

Annual notice for the
Parish Council’s Allotment
Waiting List
The Parish Council owns a
substantial
number
of
allotments on land to the
south of the Langley Park
Primary School and to the
west of the Cricket Ground in
Langley Park. If anyone is
interested in putting their
name on the Waiting List then
please contact the Parish
Esh Leaves

Clerk on 0191 3736687. The
rent for 2009 is £25 per
allotment. The rent for the
2010 season has already
been fixed by the Parish
Council
at
£27.50
per
allotment. The allotments
have the benefit of a water
supply via lockable taps.
Residents
are
advised
however that currently there
are over 30 names on the
waiting
list
for
these
allotments.
Precept
Following
careful
consideration of the Parish
Council‟s anticipated income
and
expenditure
commitments for 2009/10 it
was agreed to increase the
Council‟s precept by 5% for
the new financial year.
In agreeing to this increase
the Parish Council took into
account:a)
the additional, and
potentially expensive,
ongoing revenue costs
for the new play area
in Langley Park
b)
the
possibility
of
starting to pay a full
market rent for the
Parish
Offices
in
Thomas
Street,
Langley Park when the
current rent free period
comes to an end in the
next few months.
In setting the precept the
Council was also aware that
we are in difficult financial
times and that it needed to
keep its running costs down
to a reasonable level.
As it happens residents of
this Parish are likely to
receive lower Council Tax
charges than many other
residents within the County
Page 14

for 2009/10. This is as a
result of the new County
Council‟s decision to adjust
all Council Tax charges so
that residents from each of
the former District Council
areas will now be paying the
same per Band as those from
the other former areas.
The issue which now needs
to be addressed by the Parish
Council
is
the
District
Council‟s contribution (around
£12,000) towards the Parish
Council‟s annual running
costs. This contribution has
been made for over 20 years
and whilst the new County
Council has agreed to
continue the payment for 1
more year it has made it clear
that this will be the final year
for making such a grant.
There will therefore be some
difficult decisions to make for
2010/11 onwards.
Area Action Partnerships
The County Council has
agreed that Esh Parish
should be placed in the
proposed Mid Durham Rural
West AAP which includes
Brandon & Byshottles, Esh,
Lanchester,
Burnhope,
Greencroft, Satley, Cornsay,
Hedleyhope, Healeyfield and
Brancepeth Parish Councils.
The Partnerships (14 cover
the new County Durham
Unitary Council) will be a key
way of listening and working
with
local
people
in
partnership
with
other
organisations.
They
will
ensure action is taken to
deliver quality, cost effective
services to meet local needs.
The proposed functions are
based around four themes:March 2009

Working with communities
People power
Local action
Reviewing performance
The proposed structure will
be:An Area Forum which would
meet twice a year.
An Area Board which would
meet monthly.
Each
Area
Board‟s
membership will be made up
of:
One
third
Elected
Members (Unitary and
Local Councillors)

One
third
representatives
of
partner organisations
(ie Police, PCT Fire
Service and others)

One third members of
the public
The AAPs will be launched
from 1st April 2009.
Freedom of Information
2008 Publication Scheme
At a Meeting of the Esh
Parish Council held on
Tuesday 14th October (minute
105/08(b)), the Members
agreed to adopt the new
model (without modification).
The documents requiring
publication are as follows:1.
Model Publication
scheme.
2.
Sector specific
manual/guide to
proactively published
information for the
public.
Details are on the Council‟s
website or can be obtained
from the Parish Clerk.

Esh Leaves

Office Hours
The Parish Clerk is usually in
attendance in the office
Monday
and
Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday 9.00am
– 12.30pm tel. no. 0191
3736687
TANZANIA
My name is Jim O‟Connor
and I live at Rose Cottage
Esh Village and I would like to
contact your readers in
connection a project which
might be of interest to them.
I recently wrote, and hand
delivered, a letter to 300
households in Esh and Hill
Top to try to involve the
community in assisting me to
raise £18000 so I can return
to Tanzania to drill a deep
well to 103 metres and
provide pit latrines for the
children at a school I visited
in Machame Tanzania last
year
The response has been
tremendous even in these
times of recession, in six
weeks we have raised £8000
from donations.
I have a group of close
friends and family helping me
with the fund raising and we
have lots of events planned
for the coming weeks ahead.
You can e-mail me at
jimoconnor@utilityservices
ltd.co.uk
or
call
on
07711983252
Every 20 seconds a child in
Africa dies from a preventable
disease associated with lack
of clean water and water
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related
diseases
are
responsible for 80% of all
illness and death in the
developing world.
We sometimes don‟t realise
how blessed we are, consider
for a moment we have a
house, two cars, clothes, food
and clean drinking water.
This puts us in the top 5% of
the richest people in the
world. We never even think
of it this way. Did you know
that one billion people in the
world are without clean
drinking water? It doesn‟t
have to be this way; we can
actually
make
a
big
difference. The provision of
clean,
un-contaminated
drinking water through the
drilling of deep, capped water
wells can end this cycle of
suffering and death.
NEWS FROM THE
COUNTY COUNCIL
A change to the local bus
services
On the 29th January 2009, Go
North East withdrew the
hourly service 25, which
operated via Sacriston and
Nettleworth to Chester le
Street and Newcastle. The
hourly 25A still operates over
the route but goes via
Edmondsley
and
not
Nettlesworth. The times have
changed
as
well.
Go North East also withdrew
half of the service 14 to
Durham
and
this
now
operates hourly instead of
half
hourly.
In the meantime, Arriva have
registered
both
of
the
withdrawn routes, but only
between 0900 and 1500, with
a bit after 1600. This will
March 2009

commence on the 29th March
2009.
Councillor Joe Armstrong
Editor’s note
The County Council is
reviewing the bus lay-bys and
shelters in Langley Park and
a programme of work has
started including:The provision of new bus
stops poles and signs
Raised kerbs to enable easier
access
for
intending
passengers
Bus Box and Clearway
Markings to ensure busses
are able to access the stops
safely
Provision
Information

of

Timetable

DOG FOULING
We have been contacted by
numerous residents in the
Parish complaining about the
large amounts of dog mess
being left on the main roads,
footpaths and grassed areas.
Not only is DOG FOULING
anti social but it is also a
health hazzard especially
to children, as it is our
children who play on the
grassed
areas
and
pavements where dogs
usually do their business.
Derwentside
District
Council
has
been
enforcing
The
Dogs
(Fouling of Land) Act 1996
for approximately 7 years
now. This Act makes it an
offence if you do not clean up
Esh Leaves

The new Bus Shelter at Five Lane Ends

after your dog on designated
land
(most
land
in
Derwentside is designated).

PLEASE BE RESPONSIBLE
AND CLEAN UP AFTER
YOUR DOG

Failure to comply with this Act
will result in a £50 Fixed
Penalty Notice (on the spot
fine) being issued by an
authorised Officer. POOP
SCOOP BAGS are available
FREE OF CHARGE from all
Council Offices including the
Parish
Office,
Harry
Guildford Centre, Thomas
Street, Langley Park. Bins
for the disposal of dog mess
are also available locally,
especially
along
the
Lanchester
Valley
Walk
where many people walk
dogs.

Press Release issued by
Durham County Council - 9th
January 2009
Irresponsible Dog Owners
Face New Penalties
Irresponsible dog owners who
fail to clean up after their pets
could face an £80 penalty
under a proposed scheme for
County Durham.
Durham County Council is
seeking to introduce a new
Dog Control Order, which
would make it an offence for
people to allow
their dogs to foul
areas
of
land
identified within the
order.
Those found to
have breached the
order will face a
penalty of £80, with
a reduction to £50 if
paid within 14 days.

Dog Waste Bin along the Lanchester Valley Walk
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If agreed, the order will apply
to all areas of public land and
footpaths in the county, with
the exception of Forestry
Commission and agricultural
land and areas of woodland,
moorland, marshland and
heath.
Yesterday (8th January 2009)
Durham County Council‟s
Cabinet agreed to begin the
process for introducing the
new Dog Control Order,
which will be termed the
Fouling of Land by Dogs
(County of Durham) Order
2009.
The new order will replace
the
existing
schemes
currently operated in each of
the district council areas,
where levels of fines and
enforcement vary.
Councillors were told that as
part of the move towards the
new unitary council for
County Durham the new
scheme
is
needed
to
harmonise
the
existing
arrangements.
Coun. Bob Young, Cabinet
Member for the Environment
at Durham County Council,
said: “Dog fouling is a
significant
cause
for
complaint by members of the
public. It is unpleasant and
entirely unacceptable.
“This new order will seek to
ensure that dog owners
behave
responsibly
by
cleaning up after their pets.
“It will bring into line the
various policies currently
operated by the district
councils so that under the
new authority the rules will
Esh Leaves

apply equally
whole county.”

across

the

Members of the Cabinet
agreed to the publication of
the Council‟s intention to
make the order, which will
give 28 days for people to
make comments and give
their views.
Following
the
28-day
consultation
period
Councillors will consider any
responses from the public
before
making
a
final
decision.
st

After 1
April 2009 any
enforcement action will be the
responsibility of the new
Unitary Authority for our area,
Durham County Council.
Initially
however
any
complaints should be referred
to Lyn Copeland on 01207
218788
END OF ARTICLE
Editor’s note
The
Parish
Council
is
currently holding discussions
with Derwentside District
Council/the new Durham
County Council on the matter
of more bins in strategic
locations
and
additional
outlets for the supply of
doggie bags.
Watch this space and the
Parish
Council‟s
various
noticeboards.
Please help us to keep this
dog litter free area!
COLD CALLING
AWARENESS ZONES
Quite simply, this is about
local
residents
or
communities
having
the
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confidence to say “NO” to
uninvited salespeople or to
warn rogue traders and coldcallers that they are not
welcome. Hundreds of zones
are
now
operating
successfully across the UK
with reports of significant
crime reduction and a greater
feeling of security amongst
residents.
The
Trading
Standards Service has put
together an Advice Pack to
help local communities set up
their own cold-calling control
zones.
For local schemes to succeed
there will need to be a local
champion (manager). This
could be, for example, an
enthusiastic Neighbourhood
Watch
Co-ordinator,
a
Community Support Officer, a
Community
Warden,
or
indeed anybody willing to give
a little of their time to help
their local community.
Ideally, the area for a Cold
Calling
Awareness
Zone
should be relatively small and
easily
defined
by
its
boundary, e.g., a street, cul
de sac, small estate or a
Neighbourhood Watch area.
The most important thing is
that the initiative has the
support of local residents.
Consultation with residents is
a vital first step, not only to
get consent, but also to raise
awareness of the issues and
encourage
community
involvement.
It is known that doorstep
criminals will target particular
properties, areas or residents.
Older people and others living
alone, are especially at risk.
It is important that residents
are engaged in the initiative
March 2009

and that they understand their
role and how to deal with
uninvited callers
An essential part of the
scheme is to educate local
residents about their rights,
how to find an honest trader
and how to deal with cold
callers and to give them the
confidence to say “NO”.
Basic crime prevention and
security issues such as the
use of door chains / bars and
checking IDs is vital. Trading
Standards can give you
advice on these issues.
Some communities have
used signs to mark the zone
boundaries. These should
clearly state that the area is a
Cold
Calling
Awareness
Zone. Funding will need to be
sourced for these signs. The
Advice Pack will assist you
with who to ask for help.
Trading
Standards
will
provide
stickers
stating
“DOORSTEP
CALLERS
BEWARE! You are not
welcome here. I do not buy
at the door” for each zone
resident.

RESCUING FISH!
The weekend that there was
so much publicity about the
flooding in Morpeth, there
was serious flooding in other
parts of Northumberland, too.
Rothbury and Ponteland also
had people‟s houses invaded
by the rivers.
The rivers Tweed, Glen and
Till burst their banks and
spread
out
across
the
countryside but, because no
people had to move out, there
was little publicity.
At Natural England, where I
now work, we became aware
that some of the new water
courses could not be allowed
to remain. One, in particular,
had not only spread out
across about five square
miles of pasture land but also
by-passed
an
important
monitoring station run by the
Environment Agency. It was
decided to put the river back
into its old bed. Our problem
was that the river was
absolutely teeming with fish.

Volunteers were called for to
help with catching them and
putting them back in the
water.
Six of us, (two from Esh
Parish), joined people from
the Environment Agency, the
Tweed Conservancy and
various others and spent the
whole day „messing about in
the river‟.
When we first
arrived there was a flow of
water about wellie height and
not a fish to be seen. We
watched the Lumsden and
Carroll digger gradually close
off the gap in the river
boundary and, all of a sudden
the water stopped coming
through. Amazingly quickly
the water in the field just
disappeared and suddenly
there were thousands of fish
flapping around in rapidly
diminishing pools.
We set to work grabbing fish
as fast as we could and
putting them in buckets of
water to be carried back to
the river. They were quite
slippery and difficult to catch,
especially the eels, and we all

Whilst
Cold
Calling
Awareness Zones have no
force in law, the scheme
should give householders the
confidence to say “NO” and
direct the cold caller out of
the area.
FOR MORE INFORMATION
ON SETTING UP A COLD
CALLING
AWARENESS
ZONE
PLEASE
RING
DEBRA
NEWTON,
TRADING STANDARDS ON
0191-3834240.
Volunteers trying to catch those elusive fish

Esh Leaves
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kept talking to them and
telling them that we were
trying to save their lives, the
silly things! About a thousand
of them were full size salmon
which were quite impossible
to grab by hand in the pools
they‟d found where the trees
had been uprooted. A team
of trained people came to
stun them so that they could
be handled and used nets to
get them into bins to be
transported by quadbike. We
worked till dark by which time
we were exhausted and any
remaining fish were unlikely
to still be alive.
The following day there were
some very fat herons and a
variety of seagulls that had
enjoyed
the
unexpected
bonanza but we had saved
perhaps half of the younger
trout and salmon, together
with
lamprey
and
lumpsuckers and a variety of
other species. Most of the
caddis flies, dragonfly larvae
and other invertebrates had
to be left to their own devices
and hopefully enough of them
made their way back to the
river to breed this summer
and bring their populations
back up to pre-flood levels.
Bob Cussins, who organised
things from our end, took
some
wonderful
photos,
some of which accompany
this article.
Alison
LACE – 25 YEARS
Last month Lace Hairdressing
(Established 1984) celebrated
25 years in the village. It is
Esh Leaves

Karen and Julie from Lace Hair & Beauty

now known as Lace Hair and
Beauty.
Julie would like to thank
everyone who has supported
her over this period, both in
the
old
shop
(Co-op
Buildings) and the new shop
in Quebec Street which is
also equipped with a beauty
room.
Over the past 5 years, and 2
Pink Parties later, Julie and
her staff, with help from
customer donations and the
support of village shops has
raised over £3000 for breast
cancer research.
Julie has been in the trade for
44 years keeping up with
whatever trend comes along,
many of them for the second
time around.
Julie has been supported by
Karen Holmes for most of the
time since Julie set up her
business back in 1984.
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ALAN KLOTTRUP
In the July 2008 edition of
Esh Leaves we reported on
Alan Klottrup‟s national award
as the WRVS Volunteer of
the Year 2008.
Alan, from Quebec, has
served with the WRVS for
almost 16 years and received
his award recently at a
ceremony in Birmingham.
Locally, the WRVS still
requires volunteers to staff its
retail, gift, kiosk, and trolley
shops at the University
Hospital of North Durham
(„Dryburn‟), particularly at the
weekends.
For details and application
forms, phone:
Louise Spoors
WRVS UHND Manager
On O191 333 2696
Or call at the Hospital WRVS
Shop
March 2009

HOME INDEPENDENCE
SERVICE

The service is funded through
Durham County Council.
Contact us on 0191 3860742
or
visit
www.durham.gov.uk/his for
more information
JOHN FOSTER’S HALL
OF FAME

Lanchester Rural District
Council and in 1954 became
a Durham County Councillor.
He served on the latter as
Chairman of the Education
Committee but in 1964
switched to being leader of
the Libraries and Museums
Committee.
He
was

ROBERT STOCKDALE
We
don‟t
scooters……………

sell

The Home Independence
Service
does
not
sell
scooters, chairs, bathlifts or
stairlifts. We do however,
provide
advice
and
information so you are more
informed if you do decide to
go ahead and purchase any
of these items. All of the
equipment, apart from a
scooter, is available to view
and try at the Equipment
Demonstration
Centre
at
Abbey Day Centre, Abbey
Road, Pity Me, Durham. It is
advisable to ring to make an
appointment to ensure staff
are available.

The popularity of Robert
Stockdale in Langley Park
was evident by the large
congregation that assembled
for his funeral at All Saints
Church. As well as family and
friends there was a large turn
out of representatives from
many Durham County and
district organisations as well
as those from groups within
the local community.
Mr. Stockdale died suddenly
on Saturday 11 December
1965 aged 57. He had that
afternoon carried out duties
as Chairman of the Langley
Park
Aged
Peoples
Christmas Treat committee.
In 1949 he was elected to

Chairman of the Langley Park
Ward of the Labour Party and
was a member of Esh Parish
Council. Mr Stockdale was
also known in the area as a
magistrate. Other posts he
held in the village were
Chairman of the Children‟s
Sports Committee, a member
of the Welfare Committee and
Chairman of both the local
colliery Fatal Accident Fund
and the Langley Park Welfare
Scheme. At All Saints Church
he was on the Church
Council and carried out duties
as Church Warden.
Born in Durham Street,
Langley Park on 22nd March
1908 he attended the local
school leaving at the age of
14, taking up employment
and spending his entire
woking life at Langley Park
Colliery. Always known as
Bob, he had three brothers
Jack, Arthur and Roland and

Abbey Day Centre
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Robert Stockdale
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a sister Lizzie. Sadly Roland
was killed in an accident at
Langley Park Colliery when
still a young man. He was the
middle child of the family
whose parents were Hannah
and Joseph Stockdale. On
15th.April 1933 he married
Ella Suddes and they were to
have two daughters. Vera
died some years ago and
Joan now lives in Enfield,
Middlesex.
Of his other interests he had
been a keen cricketer as a
young man and was always a
fervent
supporter
of
Sunderland
Association
Football
Club
regularly
attending games at Roker
Park.
At his funeral members of the
Lanchester Rural District
Council formed a Guard of
Honour.
Copyright: John C. Foster
2009.
LITERARY CORNER
Did you know that there are
several books on sale at
present featuring life in the
Parish. Here is a summary.
ESH LEAVES
Another chance to buy this
important piece of County
Durham Local History.
First published in 1914, it
gives an intriguing insight
into village life during that
period.

men, the sickening practice of
cock fighting behind the
village Inn, and the sordid
crime of a man found
beaten to the ground for his
money, it‟s all here and much
more . . .
Carefully reproduced in a
style of the early 1900‟s this
book is a must for your
bookshelf.










Promoted by Esh Parish
Council the ESH LEAVES
reprint is not only about Esh
village. Historical facts are
also revealed about Langley
Park,
Quebec,
Satley,
Lanchester, Bearpark, Witton
Gilbert and many more . . .
Only a small number of
copies remain.

Esh Leaves

Football Mania by Betty Watt
Just seen Tommy down the street
In the huff cos his team got beat
Men and Football what are they like
Tell them all to take a hike
Then our Jackie comes along
Just the same with a face a mile long
They‟re just like kids at the end of the day
God help us when they‟re playing away
It‟s a rush to get tickets and a shift off work
And no doubt the ref will be a stupid berk
I pray every day for the end of the season
Might get some peace and they will see reason

To avoid disappointment
buy your copy NOW from
the
following:- Langley
Park and Esh Winning Post
Offices and Esh Village
Store.
ESH PARISH IN WORDS
AND VERSES
The book has card covers
(full colour for our first print)
and
64
pages
(sepia
colour) including
... prints,
mainly
based
on
old
photographs of the Parish.
The vast majority of the
words and verses used to
accompany the prints have
been provided by local
residents.
Only 250 copies printed.

From the kindly village
people to the illicit „Whiskey‟
makers trying to keep one
step ahead of the Excise

Copies of the book are
available from Langley Park
Post Office, Esh Village
Store, Ushaw College and at
the Parish Council Offices in
Thomas Street, Langley Park.

Price £2.99 yes just £2.99 per
copy.
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George Adamson – Extract from
‘Northern Voices’
Let me walk the hills and valleys
Let me roam over Tow Law fell
Midst the bracken and the heather
That I‟ve learned to love so well
And my life will be so pleasing
While at Langley Park I meet
Those friends who speak the language
That to me is music sweet
While in the humble cottages
There‟s hearts so wondrous kind
And „neath the northern language
There‟s oft a cultured mind
© Langley Park Mining and Memories Group

Extracts from
Esh Parish in Words & Verses

THE PARK AND THE PIT
By Joe Rayner and George
Adamson With contributions
from Betty Watt, Mavis R
March 2009

Dixon. Vicky Shelton
Anne Suddick.

and

This is a booklet featuring the
poems of Joe Rayner and
George Adamson, both now
sadly deceased. It also
contains more contemporary
poems by villagers.

TOMMY GARDNER
An insight to the thoughts and
life of a Langley Park Miner
'In my Dad's Words' - a
booklet written by Mavis
Gardner (with Anne Suddick),
that reprises the life of a
Langley Park Miner.

education, banking, shopping
and
more.
UK Online centres are
working to bridge the divide,
targeting
hard-to-reach
people and promoting the
benefits that computers and
the internet can bring to their
lives.

Price £4.00
Price £4.00
PONIES AT THE PIT
The Pit Pony that Stood
Still A story for children aged
9-12.
Ponies at the Pit is a booklet
which tells the story of a
young man on his first day at
the Colliery working with the
ponies. The story was written
by
Anne
Suddick
and
illustrated by Helen Colledge.
Price £3.00
LANGLEY PARK 1900-1914
MY VILLAGE SIXTY YEARS
AGO
Lynn Parks - Wrote this
booklet as a school project
some years ago, but the
charming photographs and
drawings
make
this
a
memorable
booklet
for
anyone interested in looking
at the history of Langley Park.
Price £3.00
A BEVIN BOYS TALE
A Bevin Boy's Tale - Bill Hitch
(with Anne Suddick) tells the
story of Bevin Boy Bill Hitch.
The booklet explores how Bill
Hitch was conscripted to the
Army, but had to work his
service time as a miner rather
than a soldier. Price £3.00
Esh Leaves

These publications can be
obtained by writing to „The
Langley Park Mining and
Memories Group‟, 7 Aged
Miners Homes, Langley Park,
Durham, DH7 9XP
LOOKING AT LANGLEY
PARK MEMORIES OF A
VILLAGE
By John C. Foster
There are only a few of these
left so you need to hurry if
you would like one.
Price £15.
For more information contact
John
by
email
at
john.foster@thetute.co.uk
I.T @ THE TUTE
The I.T. Centre has recently
become a UK Online Centre.
Technology has changed how
we
live,
work
and
Communicate and those who
do not have the skills or
access to this technology are
missing out both socially and
economically.
Connecting
people
to
computers and the internet
can connect them to new or
better jobs, new forms of
communication and social
interaction,
government
services,
information,
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We already offer Word
processing, Spreadsheets
and Database and now
thanks to our association
with UK Online we can offer
our customers access to
myguide, the accessible,
easy-to-use internet and
email service.
The centre has a new website
developed by one of our
trainees who had outgrown
what we normally offer and
wanted to do something more
complex. We will always try
and accommodate everyone
and we encourage people to
try new things. The address
of
the
website
is
www.thetute.co.uk and it
offers information on the
centre
and
photographs
(kindly provided by another
trainee)
and
information
about Langley Park.
The
website was recently used by
a teacher formally of Langley
Park who now teaches at
Cobbs Brow Primary School
in Skelmersdale Lancashire.
She used this as part of a
Geography lesson for year 3
pupils (7-9) year olds in order
that they would see where
she came from originally.
The following was written by
the trainee who developed
the website as part of the
project:
March 2009

I
wanted
to
become
"computer literate", so I
started going to classes in
January 2008 at the Institute,
where they were held for 2
hours
on
Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays.
They have now been moved
to The Harry Guildford Centre
(used to be the Council
Offices) in Thomas Street, as
the Institute was no longer a
viable place to keep the
computers.
The I.T. teacher, David Rider
started me off on Word
Processing which led to
Spreadsheets,
(including
conditional logic), Databases,
scanning old photographs
and then working on them to
remove any damage or
scratches.
The workings of the Internet
came
next,
along with
sending e-mails, how to
attach pictures to be sent as
well.
I have also learnt many more
complicated things set as
projects by David. These
include building a calculator
and a temperature converter
by putting information into the
computer to tell it what you
want it to do. These I enjoyed
learning about a lot. I have
done a project where a
computer was “cleaned out”,
all
programmes
and
information removed, and one
by one, have re-installed new
programmes, ready for use
again - this was fascinating to
do!
Since January 2008, I have
learnt so much that I am very
confident around computers
and David is an excellent
Esh Leaves

teacher – he lets you work at
your own pace - but is always
there
with
plenty
of
encouragement to keep you
going when things don't go
right.
We have a gentleman Mr.
John Foster, who has been
coming to the I.T. centre for
approx. 5 years. He originally
came to learn how to write
business letters correctly, he
has now written a book about
Langley Park, Entertainment
In Durham and one about
The
Theatre
Royal
in
Newcastle. He also makes
contributions to the Esh
Leaves magazine. See what
a letter could lead to!
David asked me if I would like
to design a website for the
I.T. centre and willing to give
it a go I said "Yes". With a lot
of assistance from David, the
website was started late last
year and what fun we've had
sorting stuff out and putting it
together,
making
sure
everything is linked up to
enable you to see what
happens at the I.T.
centre,
what
is
available in our local
areas, what it has to
offer, and information
about Langley Park
itself.

can do it, so can YOU.
Come along and join us at the
I.T. centre, we are a small,
friendly group who like a
laugh (you can't be serious all
of the time). Don't be
"Technologically Terrified" see what computers can do
for you!
WELCOME TO A NEW
BUSINESS IN OUR AREA
As mentioned in our last
edition Patti and Darrin Howe
have now taken over the
former Post Office in Esh
Village.
After 10 years of caretaking
at St Michael‟s RC Primary
School Patti is now taking
care of her own premises and
since moving into the shop
has introduced a range of
additional lines including hot
pies, sandwiches together
with a tea and coffee area for
residents to catch up with the
local gossip.
We wish Patti and Darrin well
in their new Village Store.

From
being
a
complete
novice
about computers, I
can now do many,
many things and the
website has to be the
best of all! There are
still lots of things to
learn and it doesn't
matter how young or
"mature" you are, if I
Patti in front of the new Village Store
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COFFEE MORNING
Over fifty local residents
attended a Labour Party
coffee morning held by
County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong and local MP
Hilary Armstrong in Langley
Park to discuss issues
surrounding
anti-social
behaviour. The event was
attended by Durham's top
policeman Chief Constable
John Stoddard. Residents
were able to discuss their
concerns and everyone had
the opportunity to speak to
the police on an individual
basis. County Councillor Joe
Armstrong said: "People want
to know that they are being
listened to by the people that
are responsible for protecting
their safety so I'm delighted
that the man ultimately
responsible for that was there
to answer to concerns of local
people.". The event was also
attended by four other senior
and local police officers as
well as the Chairman of the
Police Authority Cllr. Peter
Thompson.

MP Hilary Armstrong, Chairman of the Police Authority Councillor Peter
Thompson and County Councillor Joe Armstrong at the Coffee Morning
© Northern Echo

KRISS KROSS PUZZLE

Allan Angus
Press and Communications
Officer Office of Hilary
Armstrong MP
Tel 07515010014
Esh Leaves
Editor
Mr M. G. Ackroyd
Production Assistant

Mr D. C. Rider
Regular Contributions by
Terry Chilton, John C. Foster,
Alison Hiles, Pat Lawlor,
Betty Watt, Anne Suddick.
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3 LETTER IVY 4 LETTER ARUM, DILL, IRIS, LILY, ROSA, ROSE
5 LETTER ASTER, HOLLY, LILAC, TULIP
6 LETTER ACACIA, ALLIUM, CACTUS, ORCHID, ZINNIA
7 LETTER ANEMONE, GERBERA, FREESIA, MUSCARI, NIGELLA
8 LETTER DAFFODIL, HIBISCUS 9 LETTER ASTRANTIA, CARNATION
10 LETTER AMARANTHUS, AGAPANTHUS, DELPHINIUM, RANUNCULUS
13 LETTER CHRYSANTHEMUM
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A PHOTOGRAPH WITH
A HISTORY
Langley Park Colliery under
construction
You may wonder how the
Parish got hold of the
photograph that graces the
cover of „Esh Parish in Words
and Verses‟. It was a
photograph that was supplied
by George Easthaugh (aged
90) who lives in The Crescent
at Langley Park.
George was an Area Dust
Sampler for the National Coal
Board, but his main hobby
was printing and developing
his own photographs, and he
also developed and printed
photographs for the Co-op
pharmacy in the village. He
was
given
an
original
collection
of
negatives
relating to Langley Park
Colliery by a friend who
worked at the Coke Works
who had taken the original
photographs on a plate
camera. He therefore totally
understood George‟s abiding

passion for photography and
knew that he would care for
them in the future.
“It was a proud moment when
my mate handed me these
images and I quickly realised
that their real worth was in
mapping out the history of
Langley Park. I wouldn‟t part
with the negatives for the
world but I would like to give
a set of prints for use in future
village
exhibitions.”
That
generous offer was gratefully
accepted by Anne Suddick of
the Mining and Memories
Group. “It will greatly add to
the photographs and artefacts
that have already been
collected over the last five
years and we will be pleased
to show the photographs at
future exhibitions.”
During the coming months,
Esh Parish Council and the
Mining and Memories group
are producing a database of
photographs collected over
the last few years, some of
which are displayed on the
Esh Parish Council Website
(www.eshparishcouncil.gov.u

k) This will provide a precious
resource
for
future
generations
who
are
interested in the history of the
Parish. If you have any
photographs that you think
would be of interest to the
parish, then please get in
touch with Mike Ackroyd or
David Rider via Esh Parish
Council or Anne Suddick of
the Mining and Memories
Group and they will make
arrangements to have the
photographs
scanned
to
computer and returned to
their owners.
Anne Suddick
ADVERTISEMENTS

ALAN MADRELL
TOURS
Cotswolds & Chocolate
May 8th -11th £165 per
person
Llandudno & North Wales
June 8th -12th £180 per
person
DAY TRIPS
Wed 22nd April Skipton
Market £10
Sat 16th May Gretna
Green & Gateway Outlet
Village £10
Tel 0191373 3145

The photograph supplied by George Easthaugh for the front page of
Esh Parish in Words & Verses

Esh Leaves
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Home Manager Sharon Smith
22 bed Residential unit
24 bedded EMI unit to cater for dementia clients
Front street, Langley Park, Durham, County
Durham, DH7 9YR

The secret of a
beautiful lawn
and it costs less than
DIY!
A healthier GREENER
lawn in 4 easy steps.

Telephone: 01913735599
Fax: 01913732674

Costs from as little as
£14.00 per application.
 FREEPHONE 
0800 1695009

Olivers Tree Services Ltd
Tel: 0191 3739771
Fax: 0191 373 9772

Unit 3, Langley Park
Industrial Estate,
Witton Gilbert,
Durham,
DH7 6TX.

Esh Leaves

Email:
info@oliverstreeservices.co.uk
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LANGLEY PARK
FISH SHOP
Opening Times
11.00am - 1.30pm
Monday – Saturday
4.00pm - 10.00pm
Monday – Thursday
4.00pm - 10.30pm Friday
4.00pm - 8.00pm Saturday

9 Quebec Street,
Langley Park
Telephone No: 0191 3731474

Stuart Wright
Funeral Service, Durham
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
24 HOUR SERVICE
0191 373 3700 or 0191 370 0015 or 0191 386 3850
43 Front Street
3 Front Street
23 Marshall Terrace
Langley Park
Pelton
Gilesgate
Durham
Chester Le Street
Durham
DH7 9SA
DH2 1DB
DH1 2HX
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk

SPAR Convenience Foodstore
In store Bakery, Sandwiches, Hot & Cold Food
Quality produce & Fresh Foods
Off Licence, Newspapers & Magazines, Lottery, DVD
Rental, Mobile Phone Top Up &
all utility bills can be paid.

Special Offers throughout the Store
Open 6am -10pm 7 days a week
Telephone 01913731373

Esh Leaves is
delivered to over
2000 households
in Esh Parish.
Why not
advertise with
us?
Rates start from
£15

Esh Leaves

FRONT STREET
ESH, DURHAM
DH7 9QR

 Home cooked meals
served in all areas

TEL:
01913731279

 Ideal for small parties

EMAIL:
crosskeys@wallnook.f9.co.uk
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 Traditional music nights
 Host and hostess Barry
and Jean
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Tony Campbell
Dairyman
(Milk, Eggs, Pop, Cream,
+Organic Milk)
Door to Door deliveries
23 Lilian Terrace
Langley Park
Durham
DH7 9YF
Tel:0191 3732825

Mobile PC Engineer
No Call-out Charges
Reasonable Rates
Cisco Certified
Repairs, Servicing, Upgrades,
Diagnostics
Who you Gonna Call?
Crashbusters.
0191 389 0900
07855581013
email: crashbusters@gmail.com
www.crashbusters.co.uk

PORKIES
Top Quality Beef
Pork, Lamb, Poultry
Watch out for our weekly specials and Freezer Fillers
Please note we will be closed from
Monday 13th April 2009 for 1 week
Tel: 01913731408
Reopen Monday 20th April 2009

FTL
LP Community Transport
& LP Travel
We now have available for hire a 53
seat coach.
This compliments our fleet of 8
minibusses.
Suitable for all your activities and
excursions.
We can match any quote.
All personnel are C.R.B checked.
Fully Comprehensive Insurance.
Suite B, Riverside Industrial Estate,
Langley Park, Co. Durham, DH7 OTT

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres
Car Servicing, Repair, MOT preparation & now MOT Testing
Bill Johnston
Langley Park 0191 373 3501
We don’t make a song and dance about our prices!

C & C Campbell
Plumbing & Heating
Engineers
12480
Office: 0191 373 1313
Craig: 07799 888 032

Tel: 0191 373 7492
Email: info@lpcommunitytransport.co.uk

Esh Leaves

FASTFIT
TYRES
LANGLEY
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Gas in Safe
Hands

March 2009

