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ven before the 1800’s it was well known that Durham County was sitting on vast coal
reserves, and during that century pit shafts were sunk at such a rate that many new villages
had to be created to house the miners needed to hew the coal. Villages like Esh Winning,
Cornsay Colliery and Hamsteels, followed by Langley Park, which sprang up in next to no time on
farmland near to the colliery. All producing the vast amounts of coal needed for the nation’s ever
increasing demand for more fuel to supply our iron works, factories and homes.
Although these pits created many new jobs with a regular
wage, it was hard and dangerous work, mostly in appalling
conditions. Yet, from these very conditions rose a comradeship
and community spirit that was unique to the mining villages, a
genuine caring and concern for ones neighbour and marra
(workmate) that was passed down from generation to generation.
However, during the second half of the 1900’s this whole way
of life was devastated as pit after pit closed down, causing friends
and neighbours to drift apart seeking work in other parts of the
country. Very soon collieries were dismantled, pit heaps levelled
and trees planted. Today there is very little sign of the old
collieries that created those mining villages, yet the fascination for
that period in our history is as strong today as it ever was.
One of many people helping to keep our coal mining heritage
alive is Langley Park lady Anne Suddick. Anne, who was born in
the coal mining community of East Hedleyhope, had many
relations who were coal miners, and from these childhood years
she developed a life long interest in coal mining history. After
leaving school she learnt to type and started work as typist at Anne Suddick in a thoughtful mood at
the Langley Park Mining Exhibition.
Bearpark Colliery. In later years she worked as a secretary for
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the National Union of Mineworkers, and during this period she
was invited to speak at meetings throughout the North East area.
Over the years Anne’s
remarkable knowledge of the coal mining history has been an inspiration to so many people, and
with her characteristic enthusiasm, she is never shy to take on a new project. With Anne as
secretary, a group of dedicated local residents formed a committee with the sole purpose of
organising the erection of a Langley Park Mining Memorial. The group is called the Mining and
Memories Group, and their enthusiasm for this project is very impressive. They have applied for
Charity Status that will hopefully give them more scope to raise money for the Memorial, but with
gathering momentum they have now taken on other very commendable projects.

In March this year, using Anne
Suddick’s personal collection of
mining memorabilia together
with other borrowed items, the
Mining and Memories Group
presented a Langley Park
Mining Exhibition in Woodview
Community Centre to draw
attention to, and in support of,
the erection of the Langley Park
Mining Memorial.
Towards the end of last year
Anne Suddick, on behalf of the
Mining and Memories Group,
asked me if I would display
some of my photographs at the
forthcoming exhibition, and I
George Bramfitt holding a medal at Langley Park Mining Exhibition.
was delighted to do so,
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especially for such a good
cause. When the time finally arrived I was quite amazed at the amount of work involved in moving
and setting up all the interesting exhibits, documents and photographs, but the reward was in
seeing the visitors enjoy the Exhibition, especially the old miners who came along. I managed to
have a chat with a few, and was fascinated with the stories they told me about life at the coal face.
One such gentleman was George Bramfitt from Esh Winning. George, who was born in Witton
Gilbert, left school in 1950 and went to work at Langley Park colliery. With his remarkable memory
he recalled in clear detail the amazingly cramped conditions working underground at the pit. Then
in 1960 he moved to Bearpark colliery where he stayed until 1966 when he decided to take a job
in the fresh air and joined Northumbrian River Authority as a Land Surveyor. Six years later he
moved to Durham County Council as a Land Drainage Officer where he stayed until he retired.
One of George’s main passions in life is the local colliery brass bands. It all started one day in
1968 when he heard the Esh Colliery Band playing in their Esh Winning practice room. He was
so impressed, that in no time at all he was marching with that very same band playing the Bass
Drum. George soon became a well know personality among colliery bands, and was secretary of
the Langley Park band for 10 years. Unfortunately, due to a spot of trouble with his knees, he is
unable to play the old Bass Drum these days, but he does now have the pleasure of seeing his
two lovely twin daughters’ continue the beautiful hobby of playing in the bands.
During the exhibition I noticed one gentleman taking a very keen interest in the old photographs
on display, and walked over for a chat. He told me his name was Syd Rutherford, a retired miner
from Sacriston, and went on to tell
me how be became a coal miner.
Coming back home from the war he
found there was a big recruitment
drive going on to get men back in the
pits, so he decided to give it a try and
started work at the Langley Park
colliery.
He stayed there for 10
years, and then moved to a training
centre and various other collieries,
finally working at Seaham colliery
from where he retired.
I thoroughly enjoyed talking to
George and Syd, and the other old
miners’ at the exhibition. They all
amazed me how clearly they could
remember the finest detail of being
Syd Rutherford looking at the Mining Exhibition old photographs.
down the pit after so many years.
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Those of you who went to the
exhibition will remember seeing the
old Langley Park banner, so fragile
these days it can only be rolled out
on a flat surface. As it happens, I
got talking to Rosemary Clayton
from Esh Winning, who actually
helped restore the old banner back
in 1994. During our chat she told
me the restoration was organised
by Janet Wright from the Rural
Community Council, and Janet,
together with Rosemary and others,
supervised by Caroline Rendell,
who is skilled in the art of
conserving textiles, set about the
daunting task of restoring the
extremely
fragile
banner.
Rosemary Clayton at the Mining Exhibition looking at the old Langley Park
Rosemary told me she really
banner, and a newspaper article about the previous restoration work.
enjoyed doing the work, and once a
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week for about six weeks this dedicated team of ladies patiently applied their art in the Langley
Park Youth Centre. First, the banner had to be cleaned, and armed with only a small cotton bud
they gently teased away the dirt from every inch of the painted area. Unfortunately the outer silk
border broke away at the slightest touch, and it had to be completely replaced. This involved
delicate hand stitching around the whole border, but when finished it was a job to be proud of.
Now in 2007 the old banner is in really bad shape again, but it is so precious, Anne Suddick
tells me the Mining and Memories Group hope to get funding for professional renovation and
conservation so that it can eventually be placed on permanent display in the village.
When the Mining Exhibition ended in Woodview Community Centre all the exhibits were
packed up, and the whole Exhibition moved to Langley Park School where it was set up in the
Gymnasium ready for the next two days. I went along to take a few photographs, and was very
pleased to see how interested all the children were. Anne did a marvellous job explaining the
harsh realities of working underground at the pit, ably assisted by members of the Mining and
Memories Group who passed around various equipment used by the miners’. The canary was on
really good form, and played his, or her, part to perfection, and the children quickly got into the
spirit of things when invited to wear miners’ helmets. Soon others joined in by wearing cloth caps
or carrying miners’ lamps around the room. They all thoroughly enjoying themselves, and posed
willingly to have their photographs taken. The photographs turned out really well, my only problem
now is, which ones to use. I am sorry we are not able to show them all in this article.

Langley Park schoolchildren enjoying themselves at the Langley Park Mining Exhibition.
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The Mining Exhibition has been a catalyst for so many good deeds. Apart from the people who
gave up their free time to make it all work, I was very touched by Pauline Looby’s generosity in
giving a magnificent fully furnished Dolls House to be raffled, with the proceeds going towards the

Mining Memorial Fund.
Furthermore,
Anne Suddick told me about a Witton
Gilbert resident, Lynn Park, who brought
a booklet to the Mining Exhibition she
had composed during the early 1970’s at
the age of 13, just in case the old
photographs could be of use to the
Exhibition. However, when Anne opened
Durham Miners Gala murial at Langley Park Care Centre
the booklet she was so impressed she
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asked Lynn if the Mining and Memories
Group could publish her work for others to read. The booklet is a schoolgirls’ interpretation of
information about Langley Park, mainly during the early 1900’s, including old photographs and
some of Lynn’s delightful sketches. The Mining and Memories Group reproduction of her work is
an A4 sized booklet entitled ‘LANGLEY PARK 1900 – 1914’, and copies are available from
Langley Park Post Office and Reay’s Newsagents, Front Street priced at £3. All profits from the
sale of this booklet will go towards the Langley Park Mining Memorial Fund.
Another very worthwhile project is taking place as a result of an
article in Esh Leaves about the Mining Exhibition and the Mining and
Memories Group. The Manager of Langley Park Care Centre, Sharon
Smith, read the article and quickly realised the old local mining
photographs could be a real benefit to residents in her Care Centre.
She telephoned Anne Suddick, and a meeting was arranged.
Now
the Langley Park Care Centre and the Mining and Memories Group are
working together to replace existing pictures with photographs such as
local coal mining scenes and the Durham Miners’ Gala. Sharon told
me that many residents in the Care Centre have either worked in the
pits or have close family ties with the mining community, and it is
hoped the photographs will provide them with an improved quality of
life. Especially those suffering from Dementia type illnesses that are
considered to respond to displays such as photographs. These
Sharon Smith.
residents have poor short-term memory, however long-term is very
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often heightened by re-awakening these memories using prompts in
conversation. When the project is complete the Care Centre will continue to provide a home for
an exhibition of photographs that will be available for public viewing by prior arrangement, and
hopefully an Open Day will take place
later this year.
It is thought that some more recent
photographs could also be useful for the
project, and I was pleased to give Anne
Suddick permission for the Group to
display any of my photographs in the
Care Centre.
During my visit to Langley Park Care
Centre Sharon gave me a tour of the
building, and I was very impressed with
how nicely it is decorated, and how
colour has been thoughtfully used to
create a bright and cheerful atmosphere.
It is obvious that much thought is going
into improving the residents’ quality of
life, and I sincerely hope that the joy from
these photographs will rekindle many
Members of the ‘Mining and Memories Group’ Shaun Meek (Chairman)
very happy memories of the old days.
and Diane Longstaff present the first two frames of old mining
photographs to Sharon Smith, Manager of the Langley Park Care Centre
(second from left) © David C. Rider.
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