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LANGLEY PARK
LIBRARY SERVICE

agree
to
the
transfer of lease to
the
County
Council.

Progress is being made on
both fronts of establishing a
Once
all
the
permanent
library
and
technical and legal
information service presence
tasks
are
in Langley Park. Negotiations
satisfactorily
between the County Council
completed
the
and Derwentside College to
County
Council
develop part of the Fire
can move into the
Station for the provision of a The future home of the new Library at Church Street
programme
of
temporary library service are
Community Centre and the ongoing work on the
works for a total
Urban Renaissance Street Scheme (see page 7)
all but complete. It is
refurbishment of
expected that the 6 – 10
the
Church
Street premises
the use and development of
week building programme will
which will take at least 44
the Wood View premises.
begin shortly with a target
weeks.
opening date being Easter or
Technically, the “Heads of
just after. It is also anticipated
We are getting there, slowly
Terms
for
a
Lease
that the temporary service will
but surely. If you have any
Assignment”
(a
legal
be delivered from these
matters, questions or queries
agreement)
between
the
premises until the work on the
about this project please feel
County Council and CISWO
Church Street premises is
free
to
contact
Nigel
have
been
agreed
in
completed.12-18 months.
Canaway,
Assistant
Director,
principle. The Service Level
Culture and Leisure, 0191
Agreement
between
the
The Church Street project
383 3596, or Councillor Joe
County Council and the
has also moved on following
Armstrong via County Hall
Community
Association,
a number
of meetings
Help desk, 0191 383 4567.
stating how the Church Street
between the County Council,
premises will function and the
the Community Association
roles and responsibilities of
WHAT YOU ARE
and
other
community
the partners and which will be
READING?
representatives, which were
an annexe to the “Heads of
chaired by Councillor Joe
Terms”, has been agreed in
Armstrong. A range of issues
What is everyone reading in
draft form and is currently
have
been
discussed
County Durham at the
with County Council officers
including the use of the
moment?
for legal advice. Again, it is
refurbished Church Street
expected that within two
building by the Community
Well the books that are
weeks the actual Service
Association and the broader
currently flying off the shelves
Level Agreement will be sent
community, the relocation of
are:to the Community Association
the snooker facility at the
for them to sign, and then all
Church Street during and
the documentation will be CONTENTS SEE COL 3
after the refurbishment, and,
sent to CISWO for them to PAGE 3

Top Five List: Adult nonfiction
Author
Title
1 Hutchinson, Meg A penny dip
2 McKeith, Gillian You are what
you eat
3 Hancock, Sheila The two of us
4 Price, Katie
Being Jordan
5 Lawson, Nigella Feast

Editor’s note
I was most disappointed that
these lists did not include
Halifax Town’s memorable
moments in the FA Cup – a
two line blockbuster!

Top Five List: Adult fiction
Author
1 Brown, Dan
2 Brown, Dan

Title
The Da Vinci code
Digital fortress

3 Brown, Dan

Deception point
4 Brown, Dan Angels and demons
5 Cole, Martina The Graft

Top Five List: Junior nonfiction
Author
1 Kirk, E.J.
2 Butterfield,
Moira

Title

EQUaL REPORT
By now, everyone in Langley
Park should have had their
copy of the proposals for the
'Bobby Robson Park'. We've
achieved what we wanted to
do in the Quebec and Esh
children's playgrounds and
now we need to work with the
whole community to make

Step into Narnia
The wheels on the
bus

3

Touch and feel baby
animals

4 Andreae,
Giles

Cock-a-doodle-doo!
Farmyard
hullabaloo

5 Wilson,
Jacqueline

The world of
Jacqueline Wilson

Top Five List: Junior fiction
Author
1 Lewis, C.S.
2 Lewis, C.S.
3 Wilson,
Jacqueline

Title
The lion, the witch
and the wardrobe
The lion, the witch
and the wardrobe
Clean break

4 Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter and
the half-blood
prince
5 Wilson,
Best friends
Jacqueline

Esh and Quebec Playgrounds

our dreams of a top-rate play
and recreation area in
Langley Park come true.
The amount of money to be
raised (about £500,000)
looks terrifying, if you can
imagine it at all! However,
such things are possible and
the 'Friends of Bobby Robson
Park' are already very
actively on the trail. If you
haven't got involved yet and
would like to, ring Richard
Bowyer on 0191 3735669.
Don't forget that you can still
hand in your comments and
ideas at Londis, the Parish
Room, the Post Office or
Reay's.
We haven't forgotten the
Quebec 'Picnic in the Park' –
now provisionally arranged
for Sunday 9th April from
12.00 to 2.00pm
when we can have a
proper
spring-time
picnic lunch with
painted Easter Eggs
and Easter Bonnets
- a good way to
celebrate
an
achievement!
The Library Action
Team, having acted
as
a
necessary
lobbying group in
the fight for a new
library,
is
now
involved
in
the
planning process.
They are helping to
decide what the
library will provide
for the community.
If you are would like
to be involved, you
can contact
Jason Martin on
01913739331

Visit the Esh Parish Council website at www.eshparishcouncil.gov.uk or www.langley-park.org.uk
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Now for the RATs!
We
were aiming for a prowl
around the old Rec. on
th
Saturday 11 March to look
at what needed doing to
make this into a nature
reserve to be proud of. All
being well, we will be planting
some local heather, either
seeds or plantlets, to help
the natural regeneration
along a bit.
If you are
interested in helping with
this project contact Alison
Hiles on 01913733595 or email : ahiles@durhamwt.co.uk
There will be an AGM coming
up shortly but we don't have
a date and venue fixed as
yet. Please keep an eye out
for notices in the usual shop
windows. New members are
always very welcome. Last
but very far from least, we
have just received news of a
grant, from the Coalfields
Regeneration
Trust,
of
£26,655 in order to employ a
new worker to help us move
forward on making our area
the best place in the world to
live.
YOUTH GROUPS DRAW
INSPIRATION FROM TOP
INDOOR SKATE PARK IN
LEEDS
The idea for the Sir Bobby
Robson Skate Park has been
discussed for a while now
and the members of the skate
park committee such as the
'Langley Park underground'
and the BMX bikers of the
village
have
undertaken
several
money
making
activities and schemes. One
of the successful activities
was asking for donations by a
door to door collection which
Esh Leaves

raised a total sum
of around £80 or
so.
Also
these
activities
have
included a day
trip to the works
skatepark
in
Leeds which has
allowed
the
skatepark
committee
to
gather
some
useful information Andrew Simpson, Michael Smith, Stephen
and ideas for Leckenby, Mark Young, Mark Hutchinson, Lee
Stephen Campbell and Mark Quinn get
what they would Barton,
ready to leave for Leeds
like to see built in
the village.
sheet on the Sir Bobby
The trip to Leeds was a very
Robson Park plans that was
excitable, useful event and
recently sent to you (See
was full of surprises, such as
EQUaL article)
the mini van breaking down
but that’s a different story!
CONTENTS
The Skate Park Users’ Group
have been holding meetings
at the village hall every so
often to keep the committee
updated and to keep new
ideas floating around. If any
one would like to join the
experience of helping the
Skate Park Users’ Group
committee they more than
welcome.
Please contact
Mark Hutchinson on 0191
373 5771
Written
by
Stephen
Leckenby, Skate Park User
Group member
Ken
Bradshaw
(EQUaL
member) adds:
The trip to Leeds was funded
by an SRB6 Community
Resource Fund grant and
further trips to outdoor skate
parks are planned when the
weather improves.
If you
would like to help the youth of
this village, then please
complete
the
comments
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Some of the items included
in this issue are:Library Update
EQUaL
Skate Park
Police Report
The Colt
County Council News
The Jackson Family
L.P.C.C. Information Appeal
News from Esh C of E School
John Foster’s Hall of Fame
Last of the Fleet
Creative Christmas Company
Alison’s Wildlife Corner
District Council News
Church News
Methodist Church
Esh Leaves Book
Wood View Film Club
Question Time
HIPPODROME SUPPLEMENT
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Parish Council Website
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FOTHERGILLS PIES ON
THE MOVE
You will by now have noticed
that Fothergills Pie Shop is no
longer with us. John Fothergill
has sold his 2 shops in
Bearpark and Langley Park
(the Langley Park shop has
been acquired by Spar who
are expanding their business)
and by the time you read this
article he will have moved to
Cumbria. John has bought
the Sycamore Tree Café in
Longtown (on the A7 about 4

Sycamore Tree Café

miles east of Gretna and
some 10 miles north of
Carlisle) and is looking
forward to the more leisurely
pace of serving afternoon
teas to runaway couples
compared with selling pork
pies to the likes of “Pieman
Dave” from Consett.

“Pieman Dave” from Inprint at Consett

Why not call in on at The
Sycamore Tree when next in
the area. John, Sharon,
Catherine and Simon will be
pleased to see you there. If
you are making a special
journey to see John ring him
Esh Leaves

first, on 01228 791919, in
case he would like you to
bring him any fresh pork pies
from Langley Park!
Incidentally John has said
that if any reader visits him at
The Sycamore Tree then on
showing him this page they
will receive a free cup of tea!
NEWS FROM THE
POLICE
As you may be aware, PCSO
Brown and I hold a fortnightly
Beat Surgery at the Housing
Office on Thomas Street. We
are there every other Friday
from 10.00am-11.30am. You
a more than welcome to visit
us and discuss any issues
you may have, ask us any
questions or even if you
require some advice. Simply
call in at the office and let the
staff there know you wish to
speak with us. Alternatively,
we have a StreetSafe Box
mounted on an interior wall.
You can use this to
anonymously inform us of
anything ongoing within the
village which you feel we
should be addressing, simply
write us a letter and pop it in
the box!
As we are still within the
grasp of winter and with the
weather people warning us of
the coldest winter in a
decade, it is important to
ensure
your
vehicle is
equipped to cope.
Always
remember
your
POWER checks on a regular
basis, especially before a
long journey:
P - Petrol.
Ensure you
have sufficient for your
journey and any possible
delays
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O - Oil.
Be sure you
have it topped off with the
correct type
W - Water.
For liquid
based products; screen wash,
power steering fluid, brake
fluid,
radiator
coolant etc
E - Electrics. Before every
journey ensure that all bulbs
are working correctly, your
audible
horn
functions correctly and your
battery is secure and fully
serviceable
R - Rubber. Ensure your
tyre tread and windscreen
wipers are in a good
condition.
If
your
wipers are streaking, try
cleaning them with household
vinegar to remove any built
up grime.
If the weather is particularly
adverse, please do not drive
unless it is urgent. If you do
have to drive inform someone
where you are going, how
long the journey is likely to
take, stick to the main
roads and ensure you have
the following items:
Snow shovel
Mobile phone and car charger
blanket(s)
Warm/waterproof jackets
Wellington boots
A flask of hot chocolate
Crime and disorder within
Langley Park remains very
low and it is the effort of
people being prepared to
come forward to report what
they have seen. To that end
we thank you greatly.
If you wish to discuss
anything please feel free to
speak with Steve or myself
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either in person or over the
phone, 0845 60 60 365.
Many Thanks
PC Chris Dover
PCSO Steve Brown
THE COLT
He had grown well during
this, his first year, and now
stood two or three inches
taller than the boy. His coat,
black as the midnight sky,
gleamed like polished ebony,
throwing back shards of soft
spring sunlight as he stood
quietly at his mother’s side.
The old man, leaning over the
paddock gate, took the pipe
from his mouth and spat a
stream of brown saliva onto
the yard. Pale watery blue
eyes that gazed upon the
world with, at best, disdain, at
worst, contempt, turned upon
the boy. ‘Y’know we’ll have
t’brek him t’lead afore long,’
he said quietly, ‘an’ that
means gettin’him used to a
head collar an’ lead rope.’
The boy nodded, his gaze
never leaving the colt, ‘Yes, I
know,’ he replied, a certain air
of resignation falling about his
shoulders, ‘but how will we do
that?’
‘Come t’morrow an’ find
out,’was the old man’s cryptic
answer.
At about the same time the
following day the boy turned
into the stable yard to find the
old man sorting through a
collection of, what appeared
to him, an odd array of straps
and buckles. With a grunt of
satisfaction he pulled free
what he was searching for
and held it up. ‘This’ll do
Esh Leaves

nicely,’
he
said,
holding it out for the
boy to take.
‘Will this fit?’ he
asked,
his
expression doubtful.
‘It’ll do t’get him
started,’ the old man
replied tartly, stung at
having his judgement
questioned, ‘it’s a
proper foal slip so it’ll
have to.’
As they crossed the
yard to the loosebox
where the colt and
his mother were kept
he explained what it was he
wanted the boy to do. ‘When I
lead his mother out o’ the box
I want you t’keep the lad’s
attention an’ don’t let him
come after us, keep him in
that box even if it means
hangin’ onto his neck. I’m
only goin’ t’take his mother
next door so she won’t be
very far away.’
The first part of the exercise
passed surprisingly easily as
the boy had had the foresight
to fetch several carrots and
an apple with him. With these
he held the colt’s attention
whilst his mother was led into
the adjoining stall. On his
return the old man took the
foal slip and unfastened the
noseband, letting the whole
thing hang loosely from one
hand. ‘Now listen carefully,
son,’ he said, his tone
conspiratorial, as though he
expected the colt to hear
every word. ‘He’s never had
anything over his head afore
so he’s not goin’ t’like it so
we’re goin’ t’have t’be quick.
I’ll pin him into a corner,’ he
went on, ‘an’ you get that slip
on him just as fast as you
like.’
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Photograph of a Colt Foal

The boy looked at the colt
standing at the partition
blowing softly through its
nostrils at its mother on the
other side. In spite of his
inexperience he was very
doubtful as to the perspicacity
of this plan, fearing for the
effect that it would have upon
the youngster. ‘But, but….,’
he began.
An even temper was never
something the old man ever
aspired to and this time it
erupted, ‘Don’t give me any
buts,’ he snarled, showing
uneven yellowing teeth, ‘just
do as I tell you.’
As they approached, the colt
sensed danger and started to
back away, nostrils flaring in
alarm. No sooner had the old
man backed him into a corner
than he flung himself at his
neck like a rugby player.
That, of course, caused
instant panic and the colt
thrashed and kicked and
jerked to rid himself of this
unwelcome and frightening
encumbrance. Next door his
mother lent her concern to
the proceedings, lunging and
kicking at the partition in a
vain attempt to protect her
March 2006

offspring.
Suddenly
the
decibel level had become
almost unbearable.
‘H’way, man,’ the old man
cried in his desperation as he
careered around the loose
box, clinging futilely to the
animal’s neck looking for all
the world like some mad
marionette as he was tossed
first one way and then the
other. ‘get that bloody thing
on him.’
Watching this performance in
total amazement the boy was
certain of one thing; this was
not going to be his way.
Finally the colt freed itself by
fetching its head up sharply,
dealing the old man a
tremendous blow on the end
of his nose. Forced to release
his hold he sat down
suddenly on the scattered
straw, venting his pain, anger
and
frustration
on
his
assistant, who by now could
hardly keep a straight face.
‘What th’ hell d’you think
you’re doin’ standin’ there like
some great Jessie?’ he
roared, his nose beginning to
compliment
his
already
empurpled complexion. ‘Here
get the damn’ thing on y’sel,’
and he flung the slip at the
boy’s head as he stormed out
of the door, slamming it hard
behind him.
The boy laughed softly at the
old man’s retreating back and
then turned his attention to
the colt that stood trembling,
its coat black and shiny with
sweat, its fine head drooping,
in a corner of the stable. He
put his back against the wall
and slowly slid down into a
sitting position. He stayed
there for about half an hour,
never moving, saying nothing.
Esh Leaves

The only sounds were his and
the animals’ breathing, the
mare snorting occasional
encouragement through the
bars of the partition.
Eventually the colt began to
get over the shock of its
rough wooing and tentatively
started to nibble at the
manger above the boy’s
head. On seeing this he
began to talk softly, his voice
gentle and soothing. He kept
up a monologue for some
time before carefully reaching
into his pocket, proffering the
several pieces of carrot he
had kept there. Again, it was
some time before the colt
showed any interest and even
longer ere he plucked up
sufficient courage to stretch
his neck forward to its fullest
extent, before, with delicate
lips, taking the peace offering.
It was an enormous test of
the boy’s patience and the
animal’s trust but he knew
instinctively that it would
eventually bear its own
reward.
Robert Harrison
Editor’s Note
Readers may not be aware
that Robert Harrison is a local
resident and wrote “Tales of a
Durham Village” which “is an
hilarious glimpse of life in a
remote corner of North West
Durham” (not far from our
Parish). “In compiling this
litany
of
triumphs
and
disasters, the author has
drawn heavily on many reallife experiences that prove
stranger than fiction”. Copies
of the book are available from
Esh Post Office and the Black
Horse, Cornsay. Price £6.95.
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Tales of a Durham Village by
Robert Harrison

MORE NEWS FROM
DURHAM COUNTY
COUNCIL
MULTI USE GAMES AREA,
ESH
The diversion of the overhead
electricity cables in the field
adjacent to the new multi-use
games area was carried out
by NEDL in December 2005.
Thankfully everything went
smoothly and the transfer of
power from the old route to
the new one was delivered
without disruption of power
supplies to the village by the
use of temporary generators.
This was the last hurdle
which had to be overcome
before work could begin in
earnest on the construction of
the
new
facility.
Service
Direct,
Durham
County Council's public works
division, were awarded the
contract following competitive
tendering of the project.
They started the construction
works in January and are
currently on programme to
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finish by the end of March
providing we don't have the
severe winter weather that
has been widely predicted.
We have also been asked by
County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong
to
cost
out
proposals for the provision of
a crossing point near the
games area to provide a safer
route across the main road
for the children from Esh St
Michael's RC Primary School. Construction of the Multi Use Games Area at Esh
All going well the children
who attend the village
schools
and
the
local
communities will have a
super new multi-use games
area available to them in
April.
URBAN RENAISSANCE
Street Scheme has started
In our November 2005 edition
we reported on possible
street improvement works in
Langley Park. By the time this
edition went to press work
had started. The following
statement is a copy of a press
release received from the
County Council.

Armstrong’s budget, the work
is expected to start in the first
week in March.
Included in the scheme are
white lines and sign, a pinch
point promontory, bollards
and new paving in front of the
Community Centre in Church
Street.

Thompson was born
in Esh in 1834, was
apprenticed
as
a
joiner and cabinet
maker to Elstob's at
Houghton Le Spring
and died in Stockton
in 1892. He was the
youngest
son
of
Thomas
Jackson
(1785-1871) and Jane
Thompson
(born
1795)
who
were
married in Esh in
1813.

The photo reproduced here is
believed to be Thompson
Jackson (born Esh 1834) but
we would welcome other
suggestions regarding the
identity of the subject.

The new paving will match
that outside the local shops
and replace worn out and
broken flags.
The work will be carried out
by Service Direct – the
County Council’s construction
arm – and is expected to take
about 4 weeks to complete.

A new street scheme that
aims to help road safety in a
County
Durham
gets
underway at the beginning of
March.

Jackson of Esh

The work, costing £38,000,
will tackle traffic speeding and
parking on pavements in Low
Moor Road and Church
Street, Langley Park.

Are you a Jackson or are
you descended from a line
of Jacksons in and around
Esh? If so we are keen to
get in touch with you.

We wonder if any readers
know
anything
about
Thompson's
parents, his
siblings and their families or
the
descendents
of
Thompson and Jane – Fanny,
Charles
Burn,
Elizabeth,
Annie and Joseph Thompson.

Funded by Durham County
Council’s Urban and Rural
Renaissance,
highway
maintenance
and
local
County
Councillor
Joe

We have been researching
our family tree and are both
descended from Thompson
Jackson and Jane Burn.

We would welcome any
information and are happy to
share our own. Thank you.
See over for details.

Esh Leaves

THE JACKSON FAMILY
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Sue
Hearn
Hutchings

and

Helen

Please contact Sue in the first
instance
E-mail: winderfarm@aol.com
Mobile:
07841145692
LANGLEY PARK CRICKET
CLUB - APPEAL FOR
INFORMATION
Langley Park Cricket Club
would like to hear from
anyone who played cricket for
the Club in the past and has
any memories or old photos
that they could copy. The
Club would be especially
grateful for any history on the
pavilion.
It is intended to write a history
of the Club which would be
available to anyone wishing
to have a copy.
If you can help please contact
Tom Huscroft at 1 Garden
Avenue, Langley Park on
0191 3733033 or by email to
tomhuscroft@netbreeze.co.u
k.
TOM McGUINESS
In the previous edition we had
an article on Tom McGuiness
and included a photograph of
his drawing on Langley Park.
We are sad to report that
Tom
McGuiness
passed
away in February in Bishop
Auckland aged 79. A major
retrospective of his life is to
be held in the McGuiness
Gallery, Bishop Auckland
rd
nd
Town Hall, from 3 – 22
April 2006 and it is possible
that the Langley Park drawing
will be on display.
Esh Leaves

Langley Park Cricket Ground and Pavilion

PRIZE WINNER
Congratulations to Mr A. F.
Thewlis from Lanchester the
winner of our Esh Leaves
November 2005 competition.
The answer to the question
“who was the Manager of
Newcastle United before Sir
Bobby Robson” was Ruud
Gullit. Our thanks again to
Tates
Securities
for
sponsoring the competition.
NEWS FROM ESH C of E
SCHOOL

Everyone Smiles Here.
Esh Church of England
Primary School.
Front Street,
Esh Village
Durham
DH 7 9QR
Head Teacher :- Mr.M.Urwin
Tel. & Fax. 0191 3731324
E.Mail
m.urwin100@durhamlea.org.uk
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The report below has been
written by Rev. Michael Peers
who
is
vice
chair
of governors at school.
Esh C of E Primary School in
Esh village has just received
an 'outstanding' report from
Ofsted.
Outstanding being the best
report a school can get from
Ofsted, the four categories
being Outstanding, Good,
Satisfactory and Inadequate.
The Ofsted inspectors were
incredibly impressed with
everything from teaching, to
personal development, to the
Christian ethos of the school.
Achievement and standards
are exceptionally high and
children enjoy coming to
school - they see school as
one big happy family. The
leadership and management
are outstanding with every
member
of
the
school
community being proud of
their school.
The only thing that needed
improvement was the playing
field which is currently being
developed into a Multipurpose Games Area. Apart
from that, the report suggests
March 2006

that the school is in
educational heaven! One of
the best schools in the
country. Any parent who
would like to visit the school
is more than welcome to
make contact and arrange a
visit.

Odeon South Shields and the
Odeon
in
Gateshead.
Robinson Cleaver, the wellknown Granada organist and
a popular broadcaster gave
George (as he was known in
those days) a lot of advice but
he was never contracted to
the Granada organisation.

JOHN FOSTER’S HALL
OF FAME
On this occasion the Hall of
Fame returns to the world of
entertainment and highlights
the career of
ROBBIE IONS
George Robson Ions was
born at Allendale Cottages
near Medomsley in 1921, the
son of Thomas Ions, a miner,
and his wife Margaret (known
as ‘Meggie’).
Schooldays were spent at
High
Westwood,
near
Consett.
At West Lane
Methodist Church near his
home he met a gentleman of
Norwegian
extraction,
Aasmund
Pattinson
who
taught his how to play the
church organ. It was at West
Lane
Methodist
Church
young George first played in
public.
Following service in the
R.A.F. during the early days
of the Second World War an
enthusiastic Mr. Ions decided
he would like to study the
theatre organ.
The
distinguished organist Frank
Matthew came to his aid and
he was soon sitting at the
consul of the famous 19 Rank
WurliTzer organ in the Odeon
Cinema, Newcastle.
Then
he went on to the Westgate
Cinema,
Newcastle,
the
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Robbie Ions in his heyday

George
was
inevitably
becoming known as Geordie
so
he
changed
his
professional name to Robson
Ions. That, of course, led to
Robbie and that name
remained.
Robbie was a popular figure
at the Casino, Sheringham
and the Gaumont Oldham.
Cinema, theatre and ballroom
tours followed necessitating
long periods away from
home.
Engagements with
Combined
Services
Entertainments
took
him
overseas to Port Said, Suez,
Nice, Malta, Tripoli, Egypt
and the Holy Land.
Robbie headed for a quiet
summer season at Will
Parkin’s luxury Holiday Camp
and Hotel at Plemont, Jersey.
The year was 1947 and little
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did he know at the time that a
young man named Peter
Sellers
was
the
entertainment’s manager. Mr.
Ions ‘gooned’ his way through
the season finding himself
taking part in many of Mr.
Sellers’ crazy stunts but
survived to be able to carry
out his musical duties. Peter
Sellers father was a brilliant
pianist and Robbie got to
know him quite well.
‘Uncle’ Will Parkin presented
shows at the open air
Coliseum Theatre on the
promenade in Rhyl for well
over 20 years. Robbie Ions
was engaged for the 1952
season.
In the company
were Leslie Noyes and
Freddie Dexter, who was the
brother of Tommy Trinder.
Here Robbie got to know
boxer Randolph Turpin who
was a frequent visitor to the
show.
There was a long association
with Macari. Macari and His
Dutch Serenaders being one
of the top-liners in variety and
on the radio.
Robbie has happy memories
of variety theatres and recalls
many that are long forgotten The Palace, Reading, Opera
House, Tunbridge Wells, The
Granville, Walham Green,
The Shakespeare, Liverpool,
Wood Green Empire and The
Empire West Hartlepool. Also
some of the big theatres on
the Stoll and Moss circuits
such
as
Birmingham
Hippodrome,
Brighton
Hippodrome, Finsbury Park
Empire
and the
lovely
Pavilion Theatre in Glasgow.
In Scotland there were
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venues in such towns as
Kilmarnock and Aberdeen.
During his career Robbie
rubbed shoulders with many
of the famous names of the
day. He appeared on the
same bill as Morecambe and
Wise before they became
nationally known, Ken Dodd
before he had decided to
become
a
full
time
professional and put Knotty
Ash firmly on the map, Al
Shaw of The Blue Hawaiians
fame, Tommy Cooper, The
Deep River Boys, David
Whitfield, Jimmy Wheeler and
Jon Pertwee – ‘a very clever
man’. Then there was Anne
Shelton
who
Robbie
describes as ‘a wonderful
lady’.
Blackpool is remembered for
the fact that the three piers
each had a full orchestra and
that Reginald ‘Mr. Blackpool’
Dixon was at the organ of
The Tower Ballroom. Ernest
Broadbent who succeeded
Dixon was a close friend of
Robbie’s and often stayed in
Langley Park when he had
engagements in the region.
It was while playing the organ
at the Regal Cinema, Durham
(later The Essoldo, later The
Classic and later still the site
of Robbin’s Cinema) he met
Eunice who was a cashier at
the theatre and the couple
married in 1947. They had
two children. Gerald, who had
a career in the R.A.F., and
lives in Langley Park and
Margaret who has married
and lives in Lanchester.
After a hectic career on the
road Eunice and Robbie
settled down in Langley Park
and Robbie took a job with
Esh Leaves

Durham County Council. By
October 1957 he had retired
from
the
entertainment
business – or so he thought!
He formed a dance band
locally and continued to
practice on an electric organ
at Satley.
In
the
1960s
club
entertainment was growing in
popularity
and
Robbie
accepted an invitation to play
the organ at West Cornforth
United Social Club. This
venue was chosen to house a
Mighty WurliTzer Organ that
had been purchased from the
Gaumont Cinema, Bradford,
the Cornforth Club having
invested in new modern
premises. At the opening
concerts on 21st April 1974
and 5th May 1974 it is not
surprising to find Robbie Ions
on the bill alongside Ernest
Broadbent, Melvyn Heslop,
Con Doherty, Bill Thomas
and Norman Green.
March 1986 saw another
opening performance of the
WurliTzer now at the New
Victoria Centre, Howden-leWear.
The North East
Theatre Organ Association
who were involved in the
West Cornforth project and
the one at Howden-le-Wear
were delighted that the
instrument had found a
permanent home in view of
the fact that many locations
had been proposed and for
various reasons had proved
unsatisfactory.
Advancing years have made
the
‘dizzy
fingers’
of
yesteryear less dexterous.
But there are gramophone
records. Over the years
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Robbie
made
many
broadcasts for Radio Durham
and Radio Newcastle.
A
request made to Frank
Wappatt of Radio Newcastle
could result in hearing music
of those bygone days expertly
played by the one and only
ROBBIE IONS AT THE
WURLITZER ORGAN.
© John C. Foster Mar. 2006.
This article is due to appear
in ‘Looking At Langley Park –
Memories of a Village’ – a
book in preparation and not
yet published.
LAST OF THE FLEET

The article in our last edition
about previous local coach
operators, by Terry Chilton,
created quite an interest
among some readers.
In
fact Mr. Robert L. Kell wrote
in to tell us he had in store
the only surviving coach used
by ‘J. Iveson and Son’. Terry
went along to see this grand
old coach, a 1949 PS2
Leyland, together with Ken
Farrey who used to drive for
‘J. Iveson and Son’ more than
50 years ago. Just like old
times,
in
the
above
photograph you can see Ken
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about to climb into the cab of
a coach he drove all those
years ago.

is
generally
answered now by
import legislation
but the second is
something
that
you
can
do
something about
yourself.

CREATIVE CHRISTMAS
COMPANY DOWNSIZES
Back in July 2004 we advised
readers that the Creative
Christmas Company had
moved onto the Riverside
Industrial Estate.
Sadly, just before Christmas,
the Company had to make 17
of the 20 staff redundant as
competition from the Far East
had seriously eroded the
company’s profit margins and
left the owner, Tom Baker,
with little option but to
downsize. At its peak the
Company
employed
40
people, with a £2m turnover,
and were making 25% of all
tinsel sold in the shops. Now
due to a very favourable
exchange rate the Chinese
manufacturers are able to
provide tinsel to the UK at a
more competitive rate.
Tom was very sad to let his
workforce go although 3 have
remained and work with him
at smaller premises on the
same estate.
The
Creative
Christmas
company can be contacted
on 0191 3731113
WILDLIFE CORNER
It's time to be thinking about
tidying your garden up and
planting new things for the
spring. The bulbs will be up
and many of them over!
Now, at least, you can see
where they are and you don't
risk damaging them when
you prepare for more plants.
Esh Leaves

Brightly coloured
and/or
scented
flowers are not
only a pleasure in
themselves
but
attract
beautiful
insects
like
butterflies, moths
and bumblebees.
The only problem
with
cultivated
varieties is that
many of them are
'double'.
They
have a mass of
extra petals which
may make them
very difficult, or
The old and new Creative Christmas premises
impossible,
for
insects
to
navigate
in
search
That exciting feeling when
of the nectar. So, my feeling
poring over catalogues or
is that we can choose from a
visiting the garden centre can
very wide selection of single
easily lead you into adding
varieties of flowers and have
unsuitable plants to your
a beautiful garden which is
garden.
One
extreme
also attractive to wildlife.
example was the Leylandii, of
course, which has caused a
Of course, attracting insects
great deal of grief to many
(and this is essential for
people. On a smaller scale,
pollination if you grow fruit)
it is worth finding out how
is useless if you also use
invasive plants are before
insecticides!
There are
buying them. As a wildlife
many good books around on
officer, I am a bit of a purist
organic gardening
these
when it comes to using
days and it is not as
native species but even I
complicated as you might
recognise the value of many
think.
Attracting ladybirds
of the introduced plants for
can solve the greenfly
the garden. The only things
problem: planting edging of
I try to look at are, 'Are they
Calendula and Pyrethrum can
going to spread and be a
deter other unwanted insects
nuisance, like Australian
such as cabbage white
Pond Weed?' and 'Are they
butterflies, which are lovely
going to be helpful to
anywhere except when they
wildlife?' The first question
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are eating your Brussel
sprouts!: a sharp grit or
copper edging to your Hostas
can save them from the
slugs.
Not many of us like slugs but
most of us like hedgehogs
and thrushes, which wouldn't
survive
without
them.
We're often not that fond of
bats but without them and
the swallows we would be
eaten alive by midges. Each
bat or swallow must eat about
5,000 every 24hours during
the summer, to stay alive!
It's all a matter of balance
and learning to live as our
part of the natural world.
Alison

Photograph © Bat Conservation Trust

In And Out Of Doors Mainly For Children
In the last two magazines we
looked at exploring flowers
and trees. This time, what
about going on a tiny safari!
It can be rather fun to pretend
to be a hedgehog, which
spends its life snuffling
around the bottoms of
hedges, in piles of leaves and
under logs and stones.
Why? - because it lives by
eating minibeasts.
Its
favourite foods are things like
slugs, worms and beetles.
Now, I don't expect you to eat
these things but it is very
interesting
to
investigate
them. Do they have six or
eight or sixty or eighty legs!?
Or do they have none at all?
Can they fly? Do they walk
or crawl?
Esh Leaves

When you are out for a walk
or out in the garden, try
looking under stones or bits
of wood or among the leaves.
You can count how many of
each thing you find or just
have a really good look at
them.
Don't forget that each of
these little animals has just as
much right to be living there
as you do and be gentle with
them.
You can watch snails reach
out their feelers to look at you
with the eyes at the end of
them.
You might see
the
fancy
patterns
on
the back of a
spider - or be
amazed by
the way in
which
they
spin
their
webs.
How many spots are on that
ladybird - not all of them are
the same?
Why not think up your own
questions about the creatures
you find and then see if you
can answer them.
You might like to use this
chart to help you to be a
hungry hedgehog.
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NEWS FROM
DERWENTSIDE DISTRICT
The
Neighbourhood Office
COUNCIL
Sometime in the near future
we are going to have to close
the Office for probably 1
week, this is to allow building
works to be carried out to the
office to bring it up to DDA
(disability access) standard.
We will try to minimise
disruption to customers but it
seems like we will have to be
closed to the public while any
major internal works are
carried out. We will inform
customers as soon as we
have dates etc so just to pre
warn people and ask them to
keep an eye out for more info
at the office particularly if they
are regular office users
We
still
have
Welfare
Benefits
Advice
Worker, who can see people
by appointment, at the office,
for anyone wanting specific
welfare
benefits
advice
Police have surgeries from
10.00 - 11.30am on a Friday,
fortnightly. The next surgeries
are 24th March and 7th April
2006, and we have the Police
"Streetsafe" box for people to
leave messages or
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contact
the
confidence.

Police

in

April
18th:
9.15am
Easter
Day Communion
Service

Housing Stock Transfer
As we have said previously,
the
Derwentside
District
Council tenants voted for the
council
houses
to
be
transferred to a new stand
alone Housing Association,
called Derwentside Homes. It
is currently expected that the
transfer will go ahead later in
the year and we will entail a
lot
of
work
leading up to this date. All
tenants are to be kept
informed
directly,
but
information is required to be
passed onto other residents
in
the
area
Hilltop View
The demolition of the empty
houses on the Hilltop View
commenced in February and
will
carry on throughout
March. The site is to be
marketed for housing for sale,
with a small number of
shared
ownership
units
included in the development.
Langley Park Office
Just a reminder to people that
the office is there and for
people to use it, we can deal
with all council payments and
are
open
for
general
enquiries as well as Housing.
Dumping
We've also had reports of
unauthorised dumping on
land, so a reminder to folks
that there is a maximum
penalty £50,000 and/or 5
years imprisonment can be
Esh Leaves

St. John the
Baptist,
Hamsteels

Hilltop View before demolition

imposed. If you witness fly
tipping in your area please
contact Jim Crammon, Fly
Tipping Enforcement Officer,
on Tel: 0191 383 5595.
CCTV
Both CCTV columns have
now been installed in Langley
Park. The next stage is for
the electrical connection to be
installed and then the network
connection and finally the
camera. It is anticipated that
this will be completed in the
next 2 to 3
months.
Unfortunately cannot give an
exact date yet until the
contractors have confirmed
installation dates for the
electrical
connections.
The camera on the old Fire
Station will be installed once
approval has been obtained
from various third parties with
an interest in this building.
CHURCH NEWS
From
Peers

the

Rev

Michael

Easter Services
St. Michael & All Angels, Esh
April 16th: 10am Good
Friday Family Service
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April 16th: 10am
Good
Friday
Prayers
April
18th:
10.45am
Easter
Day Communion
All Saints, Langley Park
April 16th: 2pm Good Friday
Service
April 18th: 9.45am Easter
Day Communion
All Saints Churchyard
Derwentside District Council
have now submitted a
planning application (called a
Faculty in church speak) to
the Chancellor of the Diocese
Of
Durham
with
their
proposals for work in the
above
churchyard.
Their
proposals include repairs to
the
tarmac
path,
the
boundary walls, the pruning
of trees and the making safe
of a large number of
dangerous
headstones.
According to the notice
pinned to the church door,
members of the public had
until the end of February
2006 to comment on these
proposals.
Once
the
Chancellor has reviewed any
comments received and any
necessary amendments to
the plans have been made he
will give his permission to
Derwentside District Council
for the proposed works to go
ahead. (At the time of writing
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their appears to be work still
ongoing in the churchyard at
St.
John
the
Baptist
Hamsteels but the work at
Esh appears to have been
completed)
PS No news on the Youth
Centre
despite
several
reminders being sent to Lord
Lambton's Solicitors.
From
St.
Andrew’s
Methodist Church
Easter Services
Good Friday April 14th
11.00a.m.
Preacher
Rev
Walter
Attwood. Lunch to follow.
Collection for Willowburn
Hospice.
th

Easter Sunday April 16
10.30a.m.
Preacher Rev. Dr. Kingsley
Barrett.
Morning
Service
every
Sunday at 10.30a.m.
Womens
Fellowship
Monday7 at 2.15p.m.
All are welcome
QUEBEC STREET
METHODIST CHURCH
CHURCH, LANGLEY
From the early days of
Langley Park the Methodists
were active in the life of the
village.
Members met for
worship in a house in Durham
Street before moving to a
room over an off-licence in
Quebec Street. There the
cellar was a beer house, the
ground floor used for dancing
and the upper floor for
worship. A further move to a
house in South Street was
made before the great project
Esh Leaves

of building their own place
was started.
With a great deal of faith,
hard work and sacrificed they
began to raise the money. In
1876 the land was purchased
at a cost of £106. 13. 4d. It
was agreed to build a Chapel
and Schoolroom at a cost of
£650, the members agreeing
to do the labouring work
themselves to save costs
The Chapel opened in 1883
but after 25 years of activity
the
congregation
had
outgrown the small premises
and a new chapel was built.
Opening in 1909 and seating
450 the total cost, including a
fine pipe organ was £2000.

The Sunday School trip was
the highlight of the year,
probably the only day out
some children had. Scholars
travelled free. Before 1939
the Free Churches hired a
train,
usually
to
South
Shields. Most families carried
their food for the day, buying
a pot of tea from a hut at the
beach. Money was short in
those days and an ice cream
and ride at the shows were a
big treat. On return the train
would be met by a large
crowd
and
Dads
and
granddads had to carry the
little ones. It was a very long
walk from Witton Station after
a day at the seaside.
1977 the two Methodist
Churches united to form St.
Andrews and Quebec Street
closed.

A strong choir led the hymn
singing, and important part of
Methodist
worship,
then
and now, and
with
the
Womens Own
and
Christian
Endeavour
made a huge
contribution to
the life of the
Church. Every
special
occasion and
A plan of the Methodist Church in Quebec Street
service ended
with a tea of
There are so many memories
supper and what grand
of happy times and of some
spreads they were.
wonderful Christian people,
too many to name. The real
The
Sunday
School
value of any Church is to be
anniversaries were held in
found in the life and influence
May when the Choir and
of its people. It is good to
scholars would tour the
look back sometimes but we
village in the morning to
have to live in the present
advertise the event and the
age and work for the future.
Chapel would be packed to
hear the children sing and
Methodism is still alive in
recite their ‘pieces’.
Langley Park and the work of
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the Lord continues at St.
Andrews.
Maud Lowdon
Editor’s Note
A big thank you to Maud
Lowdon
for
her
most
interesting article – if any
reader
has
any
old
photographs of the Sunday
School trips we would be
delighted to have a look at
them for possible inclusion in
the
newsletter.
Please
contact the Editor on 0191
373687. Thank you.
WILK’S HILL
A big apology to our readers
in Wilk’s Hill – we forgot to
include you on our masthead
last time round. Hopefully we
have corrected our error for
this edition.

Wilk’s Hill

We are also at fault for not
showing the way to Wilk’s Hill
on our Quebec Street Map
hence the latest Tony Christie
release - Is This the Way to
Wilk’s Hill? It is of course to
the west of Quebec along the
road which was highlighted
on the map by an arrow to
Esh Leaves

Lanchester and Marley’s
Houses.
Again our apologies for these
oversights.
Whilst on the subject of
Marley’s Houses and Wilk’s
Hill would any of our readers
like to write an article for us
on these two areas. We know
that Wilk’s Hill was once an
important area for Quarrying
but other than that we have
little knowledge.
ESH LEAVES – THE
NEWSLETTER

a book first printed in 1914.
The book proved to be very
popular and went to a 3rd
print. Although several years
have passed we still keep
getting requests for the book
but sadly there aren’t any
copies left. If we are to
approach the Parish Council
about another reprint then we
need commitment of at least
75 orders before ordering a
minimum print run of around
100 copies. The cover price is
likely to be £12.50 per copy
due to rising costs.

Occasionally I am asked
about the paper we use for
the newsletter. The printers
have advised us that whilst it
is
not
recycled
it
is
manufactured from renewable
timber produced on a fully
sustainable basis. The pulp
used in the manufacture is
bleached by an
elemental
chlorine
free
process (ECF).
Also we are
often
asked
where
further
copies of the
newsletter can
be
obtained.
Spare
copies
are usually left
at the following
locations:- Esh
and
Langley
Park Post Offices, Anderson
and Young, Phil Wilks,
Londis, Reays and the Parish
Room
ESH LEAVES – THE
BOOK
Back in 2000 the Parish
Council released a reprint of
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We therefore intend to
proceed on the following
basis. Anyone interested in
purchasing a copy of the
book should leave their
name, and contact telephone
number, with the Post Offices
in Esh, Esh Winning and
Langley Park. If we get
enough names to make this a
starter then at least 75 will
need to make an immediate
£5 deposit before we can
take this any further. It is now
in your hands!
Whilst on this subject if any
reader has a copy of Esh
Leaves that they would like to
sell then would they please
contact the Editor on 0191
3736687 as he is aware of at
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least one local resident who
is desperate to get her hands
on a copy of the book!
WOOD VIEW FILM CLUB
The Film Club has met on a
regular basis and since it
began, back in September
2005, local residents (and
some from as far away as
Durham City) have been
entertained to a range of
interesting films including
Casablanca, Girl with a Pearl
Earring, Calendar Girls and
Chocolat.
Why not come
along to a future screening –
they are usually held on the
2nd or 3rd Thursday each
month in the Wood View
Community Centre, Langley
Park starting at 7.30pm (no
adverts I’m afraid if you are
into that sort of thing!). Watch
out for further details in the
local shops.
During the recent half term
break Wallace and Grommit's
“The Curse of the WereRabbit” and Harry Potter's
“The Goblet of Fire” were
shown at the Film Club. If we
hear of any films to be shown
during the Easter break we
will advertise them on our
web site although details
should be available in our
local shops.
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WATER COLOUR OF
LANGLEY PARK
Your editor recently came
across the following water
colour of Langley Park from
Hill Top painted by Michael
Batty from Belmont. If you are
interested in Michael’s work
why not visit his web site
www.minigallery.co.uk/Mic
hael_Batty

QUESTION TIME WITH DAVID
DIMBLEBY

Last October my neighbour
Liz and I managed to get
ourselves places in the
audience at a BBC TV
Question Time televised from
Stanley. We both had to go
through a scary telephone
interview
before
being
accepted.
On arrival we were struck by
all the security. Not used to
this sort of thing at the Louisa
Centre. We had coloured
bracelets strapped to our
wrists and were directed to
the cordoned off hospitality
area where question cards
were flung into our hands to
complete.
There was an
atmosphere of anticipation
and tension amongst the
crowd. After what felt like an
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age
a
hush
suddenly
descended upon us as David
Dimbleby strode through the
crowd and gave us a very
slick resume of what to
expect. What a professional.
We were then herded over to
the Lamplight to take our
seats. We were however still
not ready for action as part of
the plan is for the Director to
get us all warmed up before
the panel makes its
entrance. With cameras
and microphones all set he
got us all talking and did a
practice run with members
of the audience around the
table.
Particularly
ostentatious people were
picked, I was sure as a
means to try and burn
them out before the
cameras properly got rolling.
The lucky question askers
were then announced which
did not include Liz nor I. Not
sure if I felt a sense of relief
or disappointment.
Finally, after a couple of
hours from initially arriving the
political guests made their
entrance.
A rather more
interesting
panel
than
appeared at that time as it
included David Cameron MP
(before he became Tory
Leader) and Mark Oaten MP.
Ben Bradshaw MP got away
with an easy quiet evening,
Muriel Gray was the night’s
spark
of
vitality
and
independence (yes, I was an
avid watcher of the Tube in
the 1980s) while Ann Leslie
(Daily Mail Journalist) played
at devil’s advocate.
By the end of the show only
our t-shirts had made the TV
camera. It didn’t matter for it
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had been a very exciting
evening.
We were also
hugely impressed with how
competently the whole event
had been managed.
On returning home we
watched the show together.
How different it seemed with
all the different camera
angles and no idea of all the
men in black running around
with microphones on the end
of long poles.
If the
opportunity arises again I will
be there.
Audrey Christie
Editor’s Note
Thank you Audrey. I must
have a slightly taller screen
than yours as I managed to
see your face in the back row!
THE MYSTERY OF THE
MOCK HANGINGS
Some of our readers might
have been following the
articles in the Northern Echo
on the mock hangings
depicted on 2 local postcards
in the early 1900’s, possibly
Peace Day 1919. One was
outside the Bonny Moor Hen
in Stanhope and the other in
Church Street, Langley Park.
Various theories have been
promoted as to what is being
portrayed
in
these
photographs
and
one
suggestion was that the figure
hanging from the lamp-post is
Kaiser Bill, as the Langley
Park effigy appears to be
wearing a German helmet.
Do any of our readers have
any information on this
photograph – perhaps one of
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Photograph of the Mock Hangings as seen on the
Parish Council Website

you was there although if the
date is correct ie around 1919
then a 5 year old then is
going to be around 92 today.
If you can help then please
contact the Editor on 0191
3736687 or email him on
aparishclerk@homecall.co.
uk
THE GOODWILL
CARRIES ON
A well known Langley Park
ex-miner who fought through
so many years of failing
health to give the old people
a free day at the seaside will
be sorely missed.
The
bravery
and
determination of Trevor Jones
was an inspiration to all who
knew him. He passionately
believed in ‘The Goodwill
Trip’ that he organised for 38
years, even though he
suffered from severe chest
trouble
in latter
years,
resulting in him having to take
to a wheelchair.
Sadly,
Trevor passed away in
hospital on November 6th last
year, aged 59 years.
During a conversation with
his widow Esther she told me
how devastated the whole
family have been, especially
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Trevor’s twin brother Dennis
who has been very badly hit
by the loss of his brother.
She then told me about the
very special man she married
in Durham City on November
22nd 1965, and the wonderful
years they shared together.
She also told me about the
sensitive man who wrote
beautiful poetry, and the joy
of their five children Amanda,
Wendy, Alan, Paul and
Lesley Ann.
For 38 years Trevor was a
committee member of a
charity called ‘The Goodwill
Association’, and eventually
became the secretary. Over
the years he worked tirelessly
to raise money for his charity.
He took part in at least 15
sponsored walks, and even
did a sponsored parachute
jump in 1975.
As a tribute to Trevor, Esther
and her daughter Amanda
have decided to continue
‘The Goodwill Trip’, ably
assisted
by
Amanda’s
husband Terry and Esther’s
daughter Wendy.
Not to
mention the many other
helpers who have freely given
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their time to make ‘The
Goodwill Trip’ the success it
has always been.
We wish them all every
possible success for the
future.
Terry Chilton.
HOME FRONT EVENT
Back in October the Wood
View
Community
Centre
hosted a fascinating Home
Front event to commemorate
the 60th anniversary of the
end of the 2nd World War.
Broth and rice pudding were
served up on the Saturday
and a dance with swing tunes
from the era was held in the
evening. Throughout the day
members of a re-enactment
society wore period uniforms
and brought along some
wartime vehicles.

Trevor Jones kneeling behind his grandchildren Sarah and Martin, with
his wife Esther and the Mayor and Mayoress of South Shields.
(Picture by Track Photographics)

To the left a display of 1940s items and above Chris Robinson
serves tea to Marie Tyler (left) and members of the
Re-enactment Society (right)

One of the highlights of the
event was the temporary
conversion of the Pool Room
which for a while looked, and
felt like, a 1940’s living room.
Apart from a tempting spread
of wartime goodies on the
centrepiece table (the jam
looked most appetising) there
were many items of furniture
Esh Leaves

and bits and pieces from the
40’s on display
PARISH COUNCIL
NEWS
Pantomime
The Parish Council hosted its
annual Pantomime at the
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Wood
View
Community
Centre on Saturday 3rd
December 2005.
To a small, but very select
audience,
the
Panto
Company (based at the Old
Police Station, Bedlington)
performed a musical rendition
of Sleeping Beauty.
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During
the
interval
refreshments were served by
Alison Spenceley, and Chris
Robinson, and several prizes
were on offer for the lucky
programme
number
and
raffle. As it happened nearly
everyone won something and
to make sure that no one was
left out each child (and some
parents!)
left
the
Hall
clutching a bag of sweets – in
some cases 2 bags! Thank
you to all those who
contributed prizes and to
Keith Reay for his support
towards this event.
James turns on the lights
This year the Parish Council
invited James Lowe, a pupil
from Langley Park Primary
School, to turn on the lights
and have his photograph
taken by the tree. James
really did us proud for not
only did his midas touch work
on the switch but he also
came armed with a speech
which really captured the
mood of the moment. Here is
James speech.

Photographs from the 2005 Pantomime

Hello everyone
I would like to thank you all
for coming out especially on
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this very cold night. It gives
me great pleasure to be given
the opportunity to switch on
the lights on this magnificent
tree which always puts a
smile on my face, and I’m
sure everyone else’s, as you
come round the corner into
the village. So lets start the
countdown 5, 4, 3, 2,1 and a
Merry Christmas everyone!
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As usual a big thank you to
our sponsors, Olivers Tree
Services,
Wharton
Landscapes, FTL, the Cross
Keys Inn, Esh and to Langley
Park Baptist Church for
hosting the refreshments for
our guests. Also to Service
Direct and NJC Cassidy
Wrought
Iron
for
their
excellent services and not
least to the pupils and staff
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from Langley Park Primary
School for the magnificent
boards attached to the tree
fencing.

Annual Assembly
NOTICE
OF
ANNUAL
ASSEMBLY OF PARISH
MEETING

Parish Council Meetings

Mr G. F. Smith, Clerk to Esh
Parish Council, 11 Bamburgh
Road,
Newton
Hall,
DURHAM, DH1 5NW.
Allotment Waiting List

PARISH OF ESH
All Meetings commence at
7.00pm (excepting when
following
the
Annual
Assembly and the Annual
General Meeting) in the
Parish Room, Church Street
Community
Centre
and
occasionally
at
other
locations. The choice of
venue is subject to an annual
review at the Annual General
Meeting.
Members of the public are
welcome to attend the nonconfidential part of the
Agenda and there is an
opportunity to raise matters of
interest at the end of this part
of the Agenda.
Next Meetings
11th April 2006 Annual
Assembly
followed
by
Ordinary Meeting. Parish
Room
9th May 2006 Annual General
Meeting followed by Ordinary
Meeting. Parish Room
13th June 2006 Parish
Council Meeting
11th July 2006 Parish Council
Meeting

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
THAT
The
ANNUAL
ASSEMBLY of the Parish
Meeting for the above named
Parish will be held in the
Parish Room, Church Street
Community Centre, Church
Street, Langley Park, on
Tuesday the 11th April 2006,
commencing at 7.00pm.
Such Persons only as are
registered
as
Local
Government Electors for the
Parish will be entitled to
attend and vote at the
Meeting.
The
Business
to
be
transacted at the Meeting will
be as follows:

Editor
Mr M. G. Ackroyd
Compositor
Mr D. C. Rider
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Possible
Langley
Memorial

erection of a
Park
Colliery

1 Apologies for absence
2 Minutes of the Assembly
held on 12th April 2005
3 Matters arising
4 Chairman’s Report
5 Parish Precept 2006/2007
6 Any Other Business
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The Parish Council owns a
substantial
number
of
allotments on land to the
south of the Langley Park
Primary School and to the
west of the Cricket Ground in
Langley Park. If anyone is
interested in putting their
name on the Waiting List then
please contact the Parish
Clerk on 0191 3736687. The
rent for 2006 is £21 per
allotment. The rent for the
2007 season has already
been fixed by the Parish
Council at the same amount.
The allotments have the
benefit of a water supply via
lockable taps.

Mr G. F. Smith
Clerk to Esh Parish Council
Could
eligible
residents
please provide the Clerk with
at least 3 working days
notice, in writing, of any item
that they might wish to raise
under item 6 at the Assembly.
Letters to be addressed to
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The Parish Council has been
approached on the possibility
of erecting a permanent
memorial to the former
Langley Park Colliery which
closed in 1975. It has been
agreed therefore to set up a
Working Group to consider
such a project. Any local
resident interested in joining
the Group should contact the
Parish Clerk, Geoff Smith, on
0191 3736687.
Statement on the Parish
Council Precept for 2006/07
Readers in the Esh Parish
Council area should by now
have received their Council
Tax bill for 2006/07 from
Derwentside District Council.
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Included within the amounts
shown on the bill is a
payment towards part of the
Parish Council’s anticipated
expenditure for this period.
This amount will probably be
shown as a 10% increase
over the 2005/06 figure.
Whilst the figure is quoted is
10% it can be misleading as
the Precept comprises only
2/3 of the overall budget, the
remaining 1/3 being met by
an annual Contribution from
the District Council which has
been
increased
only
marginally in recent years.
Therefore if the Parish
Council is faced with any
major cost rises in its
anticipated expenditure these
have to be reflected within the
Precept - this can appreciably
distort
the
overall
calculations.
.
Whilst the Parish Council has
some control over its general
expenditure there are certain
factors outside its control.
This is particularly the case
for 2006/07, and possibly
2007/08, for the following
reasons.
• the
Councils
Public
Liability Insurance cover
has risen appreciably as a
result of the works carried
out on the Esh and
Quebec play areas
• salaries have risen above
inflation as a result of a
major national review of
Clerks salaries in 2005/06
• the 3 year grass cutting
contract has come to an
end and following a
competitive
tendering
process the rates for the
next season are nearly
17% above the costs for
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2005/06. It is likely that
some, if not most, of this
rise is down to fuel costs.
The total cost for these
increases alone is nearly
£3000 on the Council’s
budget for 2006/07 compared
to 2005/06.
Currently the Parish Council
provides
the
following
services: Maintenance of 2
play areas, a Village Green, a
Recreation
Area,
100
allotments,
3
sets
of
Christmas Decorations and
over 60 hanging baskets;
grass cutting on several
highway verges; occasional
winter gritting; a Community
Information Point; a web site;
3 issues of Esh Leaves each
year; a range of donations;
organises a pantomime and
an annual walk; takes an
active participation in a Youth
Facilities Committee.
The Council continues to
keep its costs under review
but in order to meet residents’
aspirations on Play areas
alone there are serious
revenue cost implications.
The Council regrets the
recent increase but to put it
into perspective the cost of
running the Council has
increased for the year from
£9.05 to £9.99 (£0.94) for a
disabled persons Band A
property, from £10.86 to
£11.99 (£1.13) for a Band A,
£12.67 to £13.98 (£1.31) for a
Band B, £14.48 to £15.98
(£1.50) for a Band C, £16.29
to £17.98 (£1.69) for a D,
£19.91 to £21.98 (£2.07) for a
Band E, £23.53 to £25.97
(£2.44) for a Band F, £27.15
to £29.97 (£2.82) for a Band
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G and from £32.58 to £35.96
(£3.38) for a Band H property.
Put another way the Parish
Council’s services are costing
the residents from 20p to 70p
per week per property. We
hope therefore that residents
consider that they receive
value for money from the
Parish Council’s Services.
Esh Parish Council web
site
The Parish Council website
continues to receive a large
number of visitors, with the
most popular section being
our collection of photographs
from bygone years up to the
modern era.
We have
recently added the domain
www.langley-park.org.uk
which can now be used in
addition to the old address of
www.eshparishcouncil.gov.
uk for access to the site.
The new library facilities
The Parish Council continues
to push hard for the new
library facilities for Langley
Park and it now looks as
though real progress is being
made.
A WINTER WALK
FOLLOWED BY YET
ANOTHER WALK
Winter Walk
How long does it take for a
tradition to be established?
Maybe two years is a bit too
short, but 14 walkers did turn
up on 2nd January for the
second
'Winter
Walk'
organised by the Parish
Council.
Refreshments
(mince pies and ginger wine)
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will be able to partake of
refreshments
and
the
subsequent
tour.
Walk A (the easier one - led
by Audrey Christie) will
commence 2.00pm from the
start of Middridge Road at its
junction with Low Moor Road
and will take a shorter route
up to Ushaw College via Esh.

The walkers pause to be photographed before
setting off on the 2006 Winter Walk

were provided after the walk
in the Parish Rooms, the pies
being warmed by Mike's
'traditional' method ie being
left on the radiator while we
went off for the walk! The
winter walk is a shortened
version of the Parish Walk,
taking in the first half and, we
hope, avoiding the worst of
the mud. That having been
said, it was a bit clarty on the
track up from Witton Station
to
Esh
Hilltop.
It's a pity the weather wasn't
as it had been the previous
week. If you remember, on
the Thursday after Christmas
it had snowed overnight. As
there had been little wind and
the weather had remained
cold, the snow lay thick on
the branches and leaves of
the trees and it really did
make a wonderful winter
picture. I did the walk up past
Langley Old Hall to the ridge,
then back down again to
Kaysburn as described in an
earlier edition of Esh Leaves.
Coming down to Kaysburn I
had been the first one out on
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the path so the snow lay
undisturbed.
Editor’s note
Once again a big thank you to
Chris - as a mark of his
continued involvement with
this Walk he was recently
presented with a can of ? which I have to say was most
graciously received.
Annual Beating the Bounds
Walk
Better weather is anticipated
for the annual Parish Walk
which will be on Rogation
st
Sunday 21 May 2006.
There will be a slight variation
to the normal routine as we
are planning to organise 2
separate walks (easy and
moderate)
taking
in
refreshments
and
a conducted tour of Ushaw
College. Donations towards
the
cost
of
the
refreshments and tour would
be welcome. Please note that
only those going on the Walk
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Walk B (led by Chris Bloor)
will commence at 1.15pm
from the former Lanchester
Walk Car Park (at the
entrance to Langley Park
travelling in from Kaysburn
Road) and follow the usual
Walk but in reverse (along the
railway line and then cutting
up
to
Quebec).
After
the
break
for
refreshments
those
not
wishing to tour the College
would then make their way
back to the start - arriving
sometime
after
5.00pm.
Those going on tour should
return about an hour later.
Please note that dogs are not
allowed into
the College.
Numbers might be limited for
the tour and therefore it might
be necessary to book places
in advance - watch out for
further details on posters in
the local shops sometime in
late
April/early
May.
AND YET ANOTHER WALK
Local resident starts a new
Parish walk
When I first met Gerald (Ged
to his friends – Mr Taylor to
his former Driving School
clients) I set him an almost
impossible task – to get our
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Willowburn
Hospice
at
Maiden Law in
memory of his
late
friend
Johnny Coulson.

Gerald Taylor

daughter through her driving
test before Hartlepool won
the FA Cup!
Although this was a task too
far, even for Ged, our
daughter did eventually make
the grade – some 8 years
later - although Hartlepool are
still waiting for their first FA
Cup final victory!
When I caught up with Ged
again, in January 2006, I
discovered that back in 2001
illness had caused him to
give up work as a driving
instructor. Many years stuck
behind, or next to, a wheel,
and general lack of exercise,
had taken its toll on Ged and
when he finally handed in his
licence he weighed well over
22 stone.
Ged is now a registered
diabetic but has taken on new
lease of life and, apart from
his work for the Blind in
Durham (of which he is Vice
Chairman), he has taken up
walking. On New Year’s Day
Ged completed a sponsored
Parish walk of all the Catholic
Churches in the local cluster
of Esh, Esh Winning, Ushaw
Moor, Langley Moor and onto
Langley Park. To date he has
raised over £400 for the
Esh Leaves

Ged’s
walking
has really done
wonders for him
and from 22
stone he has
dropped to 17
stone and is
aiming to lose another 2
stone. Ged is interested in
starting up a local walking
club and if anyone would like
to sponsor him for his recent
walk, or would be interested
in helping him start up a
walking club, why not call him
on 0191 3737910.
THE SPORT OF FENCING
– PART 2
In the previous edition of Esh
Leaves we reported on the
success of Dan Harrison in
the sport of fencing.

Dan Harrison

Since our article Dan has
taken part in the British
National
Youth
Championships in Stoke-onPage 23

Trent and whilst not winning a
medal Dan gave a very
commendable performance
considering he is only 11 and
many of the other competitors
were either 13 or 14.
The highlight of Dan’s day
was to take the eventual
bronze medal winner to a
very close contest losing only
10-15 and demonstrating that
he could be force to reckon
with sooner rather than later!
Editor’s note
Well done Dan. Who knows
in our March 2007 edition we
might be congratulating you
on a medal in the same
Tournament and seeking
Sponsorship
for
London
2012!
MARTIAL ARTS CLUB
(DURHAM DESTROYERS)
Becky Carey has advised us
that 3 of her fighters Amy
Crumbie, Ashlee Coates and
Abby Wordingham all fought
exceptionally
well
under
pressure
in
a
recent
tournament held in Wearside
by
Kombat
Promotions.

Amy Crumbie, Ashlee Coates and
Abby Wordingham

Although they had only been
training for 6 months, and
were fighting against more
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experienced fighters, Abby
Wordingham won a silver
medal in section 4, Ashlee
Coates earned a silver medal
in section 5 and Amy a 4th in
her section.
Well done girls.

telephone number, as rumour
has it that Town’s second
goal was clearly offside and
their third should have been
disallowed due to the dog
running onto the pitch and
nipping
the
goalkeeper’s
ankles at a crucial moment!

DOWN MEMORY LANE
We
have
obtained
a
programme
for
the
Northallerton Town v Langley
Park Drybrough’s Northern
League Division II match
played on Saturday 19th April
1987. The Langley Park
players originally picked for
the game were:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Langley Park
Kevin Sumner
Nigel Wilson
Dickie Duncan
Kevin Moralee
Bob Richardson
Ray Thompson
David Steadman
Allen Todd
John Potter
Malcolm Cartmell
Trevor Walker
Terry Ord
Gary Davison
Michael Hughes
David Ward

Caretaker Team Manager:
David Steadman
We understand that the score
was 3-1 in favour of Town but
have no details on either the
scorers nor on the size of the
crowd (1 man and his dog?).
If you were playing, or indeed
were in the crowd that day,
why not send us a short
report together with the
missing details. We would
also like a note of the
referees
address,
and
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One man and his dog looking for the
Northallerton Town ground

A FAMILY CIRCLE
Christopher Smith, my great
grandfather,
was
born,
according
to
Census
enumerators at either Beedle
or Leamon as everyone now
knows
is
Bedale
and
Leeming, North Yorkshire, in
1833. His father being a
shoemaker by trade.
In 1851 Christopher was
single and a farm labourer at
Pringle House Farm, New
Brancepeth. Probably like
many others he had to leave
his home village and seek
work where he could get it.
On the 15th April 1857 at
Durham Register Office, he
married Elizabeth Halliday, a
spinster, aged 22 years born
at Findon Hill. She was the
daughter of one Joseph
Halliday, a joiner who lived at
Sacriston Pit. Apparently
Christopher could not write so
he made his mark on the
marriage certificate. At the
time both lived at Low Side,
Lanchester. Witnesses to the
Page 24

ceremony were a James
Groves (a Langley Park
name)
and
a
Thomas
Sarsfield – about 110 years
later my best friend in
Scunthorpe, carried the same
surname.
Low Side is that part of
Langley Park now between
Bridge Street and Palm
Street, where Dixons Farm is.
At this time, 1850’s, Langley
Park Colliery or Village was
not in existence and there
were only four farms along
the valley floor from what is
now The Workmen’s club in
the east and Stringer Terrace
to the west. Wall Nook then
had more dwellings that
elsewhere in this part of Esh
parish.
The 1861 Census finds
Christopher as a miner and
living at The Spinning Mill,
Wall Nook. Also living at the
Mill were a family called
Halliday which I strongly
suspect Elizabeth was related
to. The son of the house, one
John was a “coal owner” and
I believe went on to own Hill
Top Colliery.
Christopher was no slouch
and
he
and
Elizabeth
produced
13
children,
between the years 1857 to
1883, all born in Esh parish
and all to reach maturity,
which was not a bad effort in
those days. Chris remained a
coal miner until some time
between 1891 and 1901
when he moved to High
Finings Farm and became a
farmer and it is believed that
he died there sometime
before 1905.
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injuries
died.

and

subsequently

The “Roots” wheel has nearly
turned full circle. My sister
Christine, her husband Clive
and their family, live in Willow
Park estate, off Low Moor
Road and opposite Stringer
Terrace. Their home could be
said to have be in what was
once Christopher’s back yard.

We are still looking for the old Spinning Mill – this is the
Old Corn Mill at Wallnook © T Chilton

The five sons in the family all
became Coal Miners. The
eldest one, William, became
a colliery overman and
moved
between
Malton,
Ushaw Moor and Lanchester.
The second and third sons,
Christopher (jnr) and Joseph,
also became deputies at Hill
Top Colliery. They were all
pretty young to be colliery
officials but they may have
had some help if they were
actually working for their
“Uncle John”. The 4th son,
Robert, also was a miner and
he lived in Low Moor House
(now demolished) on the
opposite side of the road to
Stringer
Terrace,
The
youngest son was called
Leonard, he too became a
miner and I suspect he died
in the Great War.
I know little about Christopher
and Elizabeth’s daughters
except
the
youngest,
Christiana Monica Smith who
was born in 1883 at High
Finings Farm, she married
Aloysius John Bolam in 1904.
They were my grandparents
and they lie buried across the
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road in the Low Moors
Cemetery, she just yards
from her childhood home.
Some of your older readers
may
recall
the
Smith
descendants, I believe that
two families lived in Esh
Village, one in Ushaw Moor
and
one
at
Malton/Lanchester. The same
readers will remember High
Finings Farm or the ruins
thereof and the Colliery
ventilation shaft and ancillary
buildings on the farm. They
will also recall the aerial
ropeway system from Hill Top
(Malton) Colliery across High
Finings Farm and crossing
Low Moors Road some dozen
yards to the west of Stringer
Terrace as it carried coal from
the mine to Malton Coke
Works.
Incidentally I had an Uncle,
Robert Iveson of Esh, who
worked at Malton Coke
Works. In 1921 he was struck
by a Coke Oven door and
crushed.
He
caught
pneumonia as a result of his
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I am interested in the Smith
family and if there is anyone
out there who can help in the
Family History I would be
obliged for any assistance. I
am also interested in what the
Spinning Mill at Wall Nook did
produce
and
would
appreciate help on this
matter.
I take it the Spinning Mill was
those premises known latterly
as Jack Reay’s farmyard.
I can be contacted via Esh
Leaves or via e-mail sjbolam
@yahoo.co
KRAFT KLUB 4 KIDS
Kraft Klub 4 Kids is a village
activity that is going from
strength to strength thanks to
Ladies No 1 and 2 Pauline
and Joanne, and their regular
team of helpers Shenna,
Siobhan, Ingrid, Lisa, John,
Michael, and Doggie who turn
up each and every Saturday
to help the kids to improve
their craft skills. Attendance
has remained steady while
the waiting list for new places
increases.
The
Christmas
activities
started on Sunday 11th
December when 33 Kids and
their parents went to see Jack
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and the Beanstalk at the Gala
Theatre Durham. The Kids
went for free, being paid for
by Moines raised by Ladies 1
and 2 during the year, sadly
Pauline was ill on the day and
so missed the event she had
planned as a special treat for
the Kids. From all the reports
given the day was a complete
success all the Kids had a
great day out.
December 17th saw the Kraft
Klub Christmas party held at
the Wood View Community
Centre. This
party
was
attended by all the kids, their
parents, grand parents, and
many more well wishers and
friends. Sufficient to say the
noise was tremendous, the
party games hard fought,
mountains of food consumed,
and a great time had by all.
December 19th and 20th. On
both evening the Kraft Kids
took to the streets with their
mums and dads to collect
funds for the group by Carol
Singing. Both nights in
question were extremely cold
and damp, but in no way
were our kids put off. I have
been asked to make this
report short as some of the
grown ups felt the singing
was a little bit off but have
promised to practise hard for
next year.
The final fund raising event
was the Nativity scene on
23rd. A very bitter cold
morning found our kids
dressed as shepherds, kings,
Mary, and Joseph in the
stable (supplied and erected
by Keith Parker at 6 am
before he went to work)
outside Porkies the butchers.
The response from the local
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community to the Kids was
fantastic and the funds raised
will go a long way to supply
much needed materials in the
coming year. Kraft Klub 4
Kids thank all the people of
Langley Park for helping
their Klub
continue
and
prosper. Siobhan you will be
greatly missed when you go
back to Ireland.
Liam Looby
POST OFFICE CARD
ACCOUNT
Many of you will have seen
the feature in the daily papers
recently
about
the
governments plans to close
the card account by 2010.
It is by no means a foregone
conclusion that this will
happen.
The pension dept. are writing
to a number of people who
get some of their money on a
card account and some into a
bank account to ask their
preferences about how they
want their pensions paid in
future.
If people state that they wish
to keep their card accounts and
therefore
help
to
safeguard the future of their
Post Office - then they will
have to be taken notice of.
If you get one of these letters
it is vital that you answer it, if
you are unsure of how to
respond, bring it to the office
and we will be happy to help
you. The government seem to
be trying to close the Post
Offices again, and once again
we must fight to keep them
open.
Stuart Harris
Langley Park Post Office
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JOB VACANCIES
Country Style
Qualified florist required - ring
Margaret on 0191 3731733
Red Tiles Service Station –
Ring Louise on 0191735324
Poplar Tree Garden Centre,
Shincliffe
Often needed - part time
vacancies for both the coffee
shop and the garden centre,
Contact
Mike
Stewart
(General
Manager)
Tel
01913847553
STOP PRESS ITEMS
Do you want a Park in
Langley Park?
Residents
should
have
received
the
three
dimensional plans of the Sir
Bobby Robson Park last
month which asked for
support
and
comment.
Without your support, EQUaL
Partnership will not be
successful in any future
funding bids it is preparing to
make. Please can you fill in
the back page, even if it is
just to tick the box – The
more we receive back the
more chance we have of
winning grants from the
lottery and charitable trusts.
Please return to either Reays,
Post Office or Londis ASAP.
It is anticipated that most of
the funding will come from
grant
sources,
though
obviously anybody who would
like to help fund the park is
very welcome to do so –
indeed we actively encourage
it! Alternatively, if you would
like to get more involved and
have a fundraising idea, then
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telephone Ken Bradshaw on
01207 218217 who will be
able to support you.
Concessionary bus travel
Shortly before going to print
we understand that local
residents, Sylvia and John
Evans and Esther Hayton,
presented
Derwentside
District Council with a 211
name petition calling for a
county wide free travel
scheme.
STOP STOP PRESS
ITEMS!
Concessionary bus travel
We understand that the
seven districts in County
Durham have now agreed a
county wide free travel
scheme.
“Supporting Alfie” Coffee
Morning
A coffee morning was held in
the Church Street Community
Street premises on Thursday
9th March 2006. Nearly 100
local people came through
the doors in order to support
“Alfie”.
The event was organised by
local resident Lynn Smith in
order to raise funds and
awareness of a condition
known
as
positional
plagiocephaly, or flat head
syndrome – a term for
abnormally shaped heads.
As it happened the event was
held the day after the
condition
had
been
highlighted on BBC Look
North which showed a baby
being fitted with a special
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The Coffee Morning held at Church Street Community
Centre for the Supporting Alfie Appeal

helmet to allow the head to
grow to a more normal shape.
If you are interested in
learning more about this
condition then why not
contact Julie Myers on 0191
3718915.

Key for Easter Entertainments
BVLC - Bell Vue Leisure Centre
TLC – The Louisa Centre
LAN – Lanchester
ET – Empire Theatre
BCP - Blackhill & Consett Park
AP - Annfield Plain

Selection of Easter Entertainments
Date Event
10/4 Stadium of Light Tour
10/4 Try a Sport:
Basketball
10/4 Indoor Athletics
11/4 Survival:
Climbing
11/4 Try a Sport:
5 A Side Football
11/4 Indoor Athletics
11/4 Chicken Little
11/4 Zathura
12/4 Try a Sport:
Kwik Cricket
13/4 Chicken Little
13/4 Try a Sport:
Tag Rugby
15/4 Wallace & Gromit
18/4 Tennis Coaching
18/4 Tennis Coaching
19/4 Tennis Coaching
20/4 March of the Penguins
21/4 St James Park Tour
22/4 The Secret Garden
20/5 Durham City Vintage
21/5 Collectors Rally
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Venue
BVLC & TLC
LAN

Time
1-5pm
1:30-2:30pm

Age
9-16
8-13

Cost
£10
£1

BVLC
BVLC & TLC

1:30 - 3:30pm
9:30am - 4:30pm

8-16
9-16

£6
£12

LAN

1:30 - 2:30pm

8-13

£1

BVLC
ET
ET
LAN

1:30 - 3:30pm
10:30am
1:30pm
1:30 – 2:30pm

8-16
U
PG
8-13

£6
£4.50
£4.50
£1

ET
LAN

10:30am
1:30 - 2:30pm

U
8-13

£4.50
£1

ET
AP
AP
LAN
ET
BVLC & TLC
ET
BCP

10:30am
1-2pm
2-3pm
10am-12pm
1:30pm
12:30pm – 4:30pm
10:30am
10:30am – 4pm

U
<10
>10
N/A
U
9-16
U
N/A

£1
£1
£1
£2
£4.50
£13
£1
N/A
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Shann House Hotel
47 Kirkgate
Tadcaster
North Yorkshire
LS24 9AQ

Visage Beauty Salon
Root 66 Hair Salon
Would like to welcome new
Beautician Clare and Hair Stylist Kelsie
to their team.

Hoteliers Malcolm & Sandra
Smith formerly of Langley Park

Telephone now for 1/2 price treatment
offers with new staff
27 Front Street, Langley Park
Tel No 0191 3732444

N.J.C. WROUGHT IRON

Bed & Breakfast
All Rooms En suite
Tel: 01937 833931

PARK FLOORING
47c Front Street, Langley Park, Co. Durham DH7 9XB
Tel: 0191 3739947
CARPETS AND VINYLS FOR EVERY ROOM

GATES ~ RAILINGS ~ HANDRAILS ~
SECURITY GRILLES

MEASURING AND FITTING SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

LIGHT STEEL FABRICATION GATE
REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS
LARGE OR SMALL

CONTRACT AND DOMESTIC FLOORING SPECIALISTS

MOBILE WELDING SERVICE
DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE

Stuart Wright

FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 0191 3739714 OR
07763 457 542

Funeral Service, Durham
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
24 HOUR SERVICE
0191 373 3700 or 0191 386 3850
43 Front Street
23 Marshall Terrace
Langley Park
Gilesgate
Durham
Durham
DH7 9SA
DH1 2HX
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk

Telephone 01913739333
Mobile 07762086696

Co u n t r y St y l e
14 Quebec Street
Langley Park
Durham
DH7 9XA

Up to 8 passengers
Wheelchair facilities

Telephone:
01913731733 or
01913731350
Fruiter and Florist, Flowers for all occasions

Esh Leaves
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FASTFIT
TYRES
LANGLEY
Mon-closed
Tue-Fri open 9.00am-5.00pm
Sat open 8.30am-3.00pm
Julie Wordingham
10 Quebec Street, Langley Park
Durham DH7 9XA
Tel: 0191 3731959

FTL

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres
Car Servicing, Repairs & MOT preparation
Bill Johnston
Langley Park 0191 373 3501
We don't make a song and dance about our prices!

T H E ORI GI N AL
S. & J . T AX I S
T e l N o 0 19 1 37 3 6 8 9 9
OR 0 1 9 13 7 3 4 1 9 4
Ea s t e r a nd A i r p o r t
Book ings now
b e i n g t ak e n
Wh e e l c h a i r a c c e s s i b l e
v e hi c l e a l s o av a i l a b l e

T o n y Ca m p b e l l
Da i r y m a n
(Milk, Eggs, Pop, Cream,
+Organic Milk)
Door to Door deliveries
23 Lilian Terrace
Langley Park
Durham
DH7 9YF
Tel:0191 3732825
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ALAN MADRELL COACH TOURS
Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza
28th April 4 Days £129 per person
Stirling
19th May 4 Days £129 per person
Norfolk Lavender & Sandringham
9th June 4 Days
£165 per person
Newquay & Gardens of Cornwall
26th August 5 Days £189 per person
Details of day trips to be announced soon
Tel:- 0191 3933145

Top Quality Beef, Pork, Lamb and Poultry at knock out prices
Watch out for our weekly freezer fillers and special offer Now
selling bread, sandwiches, pies and pasties
Colin and Tracey would like to wish all our customers a
HAPPY EASTER
Tel: 01913731408

LANGLEY PARK
POST OFFICE
Why go elsewhere, when here you can
GET YOUR ROAD TAX
PAY ALL YOUR UTILITY BILLS
WITHDRAW & DEPOSIT CASH WITH
MANY LEADING BANKS
GET TRAVEL INSURANCE &
CURRENCY
AT VERY COMPETITIVE RATES

VIRGIN COSMETICS
Flexible Part Time Job or New Career
Most of our party plan consultants have another job,
but they have more fun and can earn more money at
a Virgin make-up party. Temporary positions on offer.
Tell me what you want to earn and we'll make it happen.
For more information call Victoria on 07799887753
(parties also available).

Bring this advert to get 10% off our
range of greetings cards
Esh Leaves
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Olivers Trees Ltd
Professional Tree Care & Consultancy
Proprietors: D. Oliver and C. Beirne
Unit 3, Langley Park Industrial Estate
Witton Gilbert, Durham DH7 6TX

The secret of a
beautiful lawn
and it costs less than DIY!

0191 373 9771 Fax: 0191 373 9772
e-mail: info@oliverstreeservices.co.uk

A healthier GREENER lawn
in 4 easy steps.
Costs from as little as
£13.00 per application.

Langley Park
Fish Shop

| FREEPHONE |
0800 1695009

Fresh Fish and Chips
9 Quebec Street
Telephone 3731474
LANGLEY PARK CIP

WALKIES !!
DOG WALKING SERVICE
PETS STUCK AT HOME?
AT WORK ALL DAY?
LET ME HELP
WEEKEND WALKING AND
DOG SITTING SERVICE
AVAILABLE
Ring Catherine on
07910443971

Esh Leaves

Community
Information Point’s
offer free information
on
Housing,
benefits,
Careers
and
Job
opportunities
by
providing access to
leaflets, a PC with
Broadband Internet
access and Video
Conferencing
equipment.
A Community
Information Point will
be in operation at
the Church Street
Community Centre
every Wednesday
between 2-4:30pm
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PARK VALETING
SERVICES
Professional Carpet
Cleaning & Mobile Car
Valeting
(Fully Insured)
Contact: Telephone
01913735881
Mobile
07753 127669

March 2006

VILLAGE CHOICE
17 Quebec Street, Langley
Park
Telephone : 3739895
www.thevillagechoice.co.uk
Gifts including the everyday
and the unusual.
Ethnic musical instruments
and soapstone carvings.
Adult and Children’s
nightwear and underwear.
Candles, Toys and
Household Goods
Greeting cards and Balloons
Latex balloons available for
parties and functions.
(Xmas Party Plan and Weekly
Payment Scheme available)

Also Available:
Village
Joinery
All joinery work undertaken
at competitive prices
Ring Kenny on 3739895
for a free estimate

Jill Pitt
Massage Therapist
Aromatherapy
Reflexology
Body Massage
Indian Head Massage

The Black Horse Inn
Cornsay Village
A warm welcome awaits you
Along with Real Ales
(Black Sheep & several excellent guest ales)

IIHHT
IIR
IHBC
IIHHT

Over 10 years in business
Tel: 0191 373 5700
In Langley Park

Sunday lunches 12-2pm
(Booking advisable)
Now taking bookings for Mother’s Day
Beer Festival – Easter Weekend
0191 373 4211

Cross Keys Inn
Esh Village, Durham
New opening hours for food
Mon to Thurs 5:30pm – 9:00pm
Fri 5:30pm– 9:30pm
Sat 6:30pm – 9:30pm
Sun 7:00pm – 9:30pm

WHY NOT ADVERTISE IN ESH LEAVES?
This Magazine is delivered to over 2000 homes and
is probably read by over 5000 people
Here is a golden opportunity to advertise your
business to a large audience at a reasonable price

Lunches served every day
12pm – 2pm

Rates start from £15.00

Tel 0191 3731279

Contact the Editor on 0191 3736687.
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