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endless hours of time to
help others in her civic and
church work.
We are sure that more will
said about Doreen, at the
appropriate time, but it goes
without saying that, she will
be greatly missed by the
Council. As a legacy to all
her hard work, lets all use
the new service when we
can.

SERVICE 767
ALL ABOARD ON THE
IMPROVED SERVICE
As reported in the June
edition of Esh Leaves Extra
the improved 767 Service
from Consett to Stanley, via
Langley Park, started on
Monday 7th June 2004.
Parish Councillor, Doreen
Cummings,
from
East
Clere, Langley Park was
invited to launch the new
service
which
received
some splendid coverage in
the local press.
There are now two extra
trips into Consett and
Stanley, on Thursdays and
Fridays, (market days), and
the service will provide
residents from the Hilltop
Estate,
and
Esh
the
additional
facility
of
travelling into Langley Park
on the return journey from
Consett.
Apart from calling at Hilltop
and Esh, the bus also stops
at Lanchester, Cornsay
Colliery, the Hamsteels
Estate in Esh Winning,
Quebec (Clifford’s Bank),
Langley Park, Kaysburn,
Burnhope and South Moor
on its way from Consett to
Stanley.
83 year old Doreen has
been campaigning for a

Doreen Cummings at the launch
of the 767 service

Details of the new route,
with estimated collection
and arrival times, appeared
in both the Esh Leaves
Extra – June edition and a
County
Council
leaflet
delivered at the same time
just before the big launch.

service into Langley Park
from the Hill Top Estate for
many years. At long last her
wish has been granted, for
12 months at least, thanks
to funding from the County
Council, Esh Parish Council
and a substantial award
from
the
Countryside
Agency.

Originally it was intended to
operate a hail and ride in
the Crescent, The Haven,
Davis
Crescent
and
Springwell Avenue. This
facility now extends to the
section between Porkies
(formerly John Hanley’s
Butcher’s shop) and East
Clere.

As it happens Doreen will
shortly be stepping down
from the Parish Council
after 20 years of service,
including 2 spells as
“Chairman”. She has been
a
most
hardworking
Councillor who is fully
committed to improving the
quality of life for her
constituents and has given

Although Doreen may not
be at our Council meetings
in future (as a Councillor
that is) there will always be
one hidden item on our
agenda – the Silly Steps!
Visit the Parish Council
Website at
www.eshparishcouncil.gov.uk

CCTV SEMINAR
Derwentside District Council
is currently working through
a programme of installing
CCTV at various locations
throughout the District.
It is intended to provide 3
cameras in our ward early
next year at sites yet to be
determined.
In
order
to
explain
Derwentside
District
Council’s Strategy for CCTV
in the District, the Parish
Council has arranged for
the
District
Council’s
Systems
Integration
officers, Mr L. Spraggon
and Mr J. Miller, to make a
presentation in the Wood
View Community Centre at
7.00pm on Thursday 5th
August 2004.

volunteers who willingly
gave
up
their
Friday
evenings to “entertain” the
members. We had a
fabulous party for our last
evening on 26th March and
of course a few tears. We
hope that all our members
will keep in touch with each
other and perhaps find
another club to attend on a
Friday evening.
We would like to thank the
local businesses who have
supported us with donations
over the years, we were
extremely grateful.
Paula Mollon – Chairwoman
Stuart Harris – Treasurer
LOCAL GIRL REACHES THE
FINAL STAGES OF THE MISS
DURHAM BEAUTY CONTEST

The presentation (around
half an hour) will be open to
all
businesses,
and
residents, and there will be
a Q and A slot included.

she is really serious about
and that is her love of
horses, and she can often
be seen on her very own
horse called Eden taking a
gentle, yet elegant, walk
through Langley Park.
SCHOOL REPORTS
Notes from Langley Park
School
International Music
The Juma Steel Band had a
fantastic reception on their
visit to our school. Their
blend
of
traditional,
classical, and pop songs
prompted the children (and
teachers!) to dance and
clap spontaneously and
enthusiastically. The band
also told the children how
the tin pans are made, and
all the Key Stage 2 children
had a turn at playing the
instruments. It was an
exciting and memorable
morning.

LANGLEY PARK
GATEWAY CLUB
It is with regret that the
Langley Park Gateway Club
has closed. We have been
running for almost 8 years,
but this year, with increased
charges for insurance etc,
we unfortunately had to
take the decision to close.
The twenty or so members
who came every fortnight
really enjoyed their evening
and of course the parents
had a couple of hours
respite as well. The Club
couldn’t have run without
the help of our team of 11
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Victoria Urwin

Congratulations to Victoria
Urwin of Langley Park who
was selected to be one of
10 finalists in the Miss
Durham beauty contest held
at Sedgefield Racecourse.
Modest 20-year-old Victoria
confesses she only entered
the contest for a laugh.
However, there is one thing
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Juma Steel Band

Gospel Singing
Our choir is being treated to
a series of 10 workshop
sessions led by professional
gospel
singers.
The
workshops are paid for by
New Opportunities Funding.
The children are being
taught
specific
gospel
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singing techniques, and
rhythms. They are also
being given the confidence
to sing alone. The children
are enthralled by the
atmosphere created, and
are preparing for a concert
to which their parents will
be invited. The hall will be
rocking that night!

Gospel Singing

Going Back in Time
Recently, Roy Lawson from
Hadrian’s Wall Partnership
came into school to prepare
Class 4 for their trip to
Hadrian’s Wall. The children
will be taking part in a
special event called “Pax
Britannica.” Class 4 will
experience what life was
really like in Roman Britain.
On the day, the children
must dress as either
Romans or Celts (teachers
too!)
Roy showed the children
how to
make
simple
costumes, and talked about
some of the activities in
which everyone will be
involved. He gave ideas on
what to put in the packed
lunches if the children
wanted
to
be
really
authentic Roman Britain’s.
He finished the session with
role playing, helping the
children to become their
Celt or Roman characters.
Esh Leaves

Class 4 are excited and
looking forward to their trip
back in time to Roman
Britain on 17th June.
French Study Visit
In May, a party of Year 6
children spent five days in
Northern France to sample
French life and culture. The
children
explored
a
subterranean city used as a
place of refuge at various
times over centuries, and
visited St. Valery where
William of Orange gathered
his fleet in 1066 before he
sailed to England for the
Battle of Hastings.
The children asked for icecreams, stamps and gifts in
France.
They
sampled
locally grown fresh produce
and cheese in markets, and
a French chef taught them
to make crêpes. The
children made new friends,
and the standard of their
behaviour was a credit to
their families and school.

Christopher Winn

European Day
Celebrations
Ten children joined in the
European Day celebrations
at County Hall. The theme
was Fairy Tales, and the
children were dressed as a
character from a story.
Each school dramatised a
different fairy tale using a
foreign language. Then the
children
attended
workshops
to
raise
European awareness. MEP,
Stephen Hughes, helped
the children understand the
importance of the European
Community.

It was a great tripeducational and enjoyable.

LEAVES FROM ESH C OF
E SCHOOL

Congratulations
Christopher!

Esh Parish Hall and the
Multi Use Games Area

Christopher Winn, a year 6
pupil at Langley Park
Primary
School,
has
selected for the Durham
County Schools Cricket
Association
Under
11
Squad. He will play InterCounty matches against
other Northern Counties.
Christopher has trained for
many years at Langley Park
Cricket Club, and will
continue to play in their
Under 13 Squad. Well
done, Christopher!

It is understood that work
on these two major projects
should be completed in
September 2004
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Work in progress at the Parish Hall site
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Extension to the Esh C of
E School
In our previous edition we
reported
on
the
commencement
of
an
extension to the School
involving a new classroom,
reception
area,
office
space, medical room and
disabled facilities.
We are delighted to report
that despite some awful
weather endured by the
builders during the late
winter period the extension
was completed on time by
Ancaster Developments.
When asked about this
extension
the
Head
Teacher,
Mike
Urwin,
replied without hesitation
that he, the staff, children
and parents were absolutely
thrilled with the work. Now
they are all looking forward
to work starting on phase 2,
when the former reception
classroom
should
be
developed for ICT.

Esh C of E School

Prize for Local History on
the topic of The Esh Hall
Site.
With Anna’s permission we
have included an extract
from her work.
The Esh Hall History
The de Esh Connection

While the powerful Neville
family were establishing
themselves at Brancepeth
records show that at end of
the 12th Century, Rodger de
Esh was Lord of the Manor.
The rent was 33s 4d (£1
13s 4d or £1.66!) a year.

LOCAL HISTORY
DOCUMENTS
We have come across 2
very interesting documents,
“I remember Hill Top” by
Tom Goundry and “The Esh
Hall Site” by Anna Hankey.
We hope to say more about
Tom Goundry’s publication
in a future edition of Esh
Leaves, possibly with some
extracts.
The Old Esh Hall Site
Back in 1997 thirteen year
old Anna Hankey, from Esh,
won the Harrison Memorial
Esh Leaves

“Aerial photographs of Low
Esh show the clear outline
of a Roman Marching Fort
and a
weathered stone
face above the door of the
present Esh Hall is believed
to date back to the Iron Age
but the history of the site
really begins with the de
Esh family.

The coat of arms belongs to
the
De
Esh
family.
Translated from the Latin by
the Rev. Terence Towers,
Vicar of Ushaw Moor, it
reads “We ask for a heart
like the heart of the ash”
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The de Esh family were
granted
lands
and
appointed Prince Bishop
Anthony Bek. In 1315
Rodger de Esh’s son, also
Rodger, was appointed
Receiver and eventually
became Episcopal Justice,
a position he held until
1344.
The next heir to the Esh
estate was Simon de Esh
who in the late 1300’s
July 2004

added more land to the
expanding estate.
After the death of Anthony
de Esshe (as it was now
spelt), the last male heir of
the line, the Estate passed
to Margaret Esh. Margaret
was married to William
Smythe, a Catholic of
Nunstainton, near Bradbury.
Unfortunately the manor
house, built by the de Esh
family
was
either
demolished or abandoned,
and today the remains have
not yet been identified. It is
thought that the Hall may
have been built in a small
paddock to the south of the
village green. Today this
site is known as the “Pig
Wood”.
Anna, now aged 20 is
awaiting the result of a BA
Hons in Performance, from
the
University
of
Northumbria,
and
is
currently taking a year out
whilst deciding whether to
pursue an MA.
ALISONS WILDLIFE
CORNER
Durham Wildlife Trust's Bee
Alert is continuing until the
end of August. I haven't
seen either of the special
species in my garden yet,
but any bumblebees are of
interest. For any further
information please contact
the Trust on 5843112.
For wild creatures, summer
seems to have been very
slow coming. There are
fox cubs around and some
places are teeming with
baby rabbits. However, the
tadpoles are very late as I
Esh Leaves

The arrival of Spring for a nesting Blackbird

found to my cost when I
organised tadpoling days
over the Easter holidays.
The other creatures in the
water, such as damselfly
and dragonfly larvae, are
much smaller than you
would expect at this time of
the year. They depend on
the water warming up to
give them the energy to
feed. By the time you read
this, things should have
improved
greatly
and
dragonflies and butterflies
should be around for all to
see.
If you haven't got one
already, why not have a
small pond in your garden
to attract dragonflies - most
of us love to see them!
Attract the butterflies with a
buddleia,
michaelmas
daisies, honesty, lavender,
phlox or many other oldfashioned cottage garden
flowers and then give them
somewhere to breed - and I
don't necessarily mean the
cabbages for the Cabbage
White!
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I understand why people
don't like to have nettles in
their gardens but many
butterflies need them to
breed on - what about a
patch round the back of the
compost heap? Do you
have one of those? If you
do you may find that, like
me,
you
have
Small
Tortoiseshells,
Peacocks
and Commas queuing up to
hibernate in the garage or
garden shed.
Unfortunately, the recent
addition of central heating in
my house has confused
them mightily and I have
had butterflies appearing at
windows to get out into
snowstorms and heavy
frosts!
For gardeners, spring has
brought the usual burst of
energy from the weeds.
Just remember that most
weeds have some creature
that depends on them for a
living. Another thing that I
learnt about weeds in
college about forty years
ago is that they are only
plants that we think are in
the wrong place. Many socalled weeds are very
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attractive plants in their own
right and unless they grow
very
aggressively,
like
dandelions or thistles, why
not allow them a bit of
space in your garden?
Even thistles have their
attractions - how long since
YOU had a goldfinch in
YOUR
garden?
Last, but not least, EQUaL
has
an
Environment
working group. If you are
interested, why not join it?
Contact Ken Bradshaw on
07903 420860 or 0845
6440691.
Alison
Schools
Durham

Liaison
Wildlife

Hiles
Officer
Trust

SEATS ON ESH
GREEN
Back in late 1998 the
Williams family (formerly of
Hall Road, Esh) made a
donation
towards
the
refurbishment of the two red
seats on Esh Green in
memory of David Williams
who tragically died earlier
that year. The family also
contributed towards the
provision of a new litterbin
between the two seats.

continuing upkeep of these
seats, which will shortly be
repainted
by
local
Contractor, Jeremy Cassidy
in time for the Summer
season.
Our thanks go to Sue,
Helena, Verity, Tim and
Mickey for their support,
which is much appreciated.
AND ANOTHER
DONATION

We are very grateful to the
family for a further generous
donation
towards
the
Esh Leaves

Frank’s father was born in
1899, and around 1909
Joseph
and
Thomas
opened another butchers
shop in Langley Park.
After
leaving
school
Thomas Atkinson Coates

Our thanks also to another
former resident for a
donation towards the hedge
and tree planting works
recently carried out along
Kaysburn Road. Sadly there
has been some continuing
vandalism in this area and if
any of readers can help us
to report the culprit(s) to the
Police please let us know
on 0191 3736687. It is such
a shame that a few can
spoil it for the many.
Thomas Atkinson Coates

OVER 100 YEARS OF
FAMILY BUSINESS
Many Langley Park people
will well remember the
friendly T. A. Coates &
Sons family butchers in
Quebec Street.
I have been talking to one
of those sons, Frank
Coates, who told me the
fascinating story of his
families one hundred years
in business.

Seat at Esh Green

at Cornsay Colliery from
their elder brother John
Kipling Coates.

In the year 1890 two
brothers’, Joseph Coates
and
Thomas
Coates,
(Uncles’ of Frank’s father
Thomas Atkinson Coates)
bought a butchers business
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decided to go into the same
business and served an
apprenticeship with Hunters
butchers in Langley Park.
In later years he went to
work in his Uncles’ shop.
Sadly, in 1927 his Uncle
Thomas died, and in 1933
Uncle Joseph died. It was
then that he and his wife
Winnie moved into his
Uncle’s premises at 29,
Quebec Street, Langley
Park to take over the family
business, including the
Cornsay Colliery shop. By
this time the large building
in Quebec Street had a
butchers shop to the left of
the front door, and an OffLicence to the right (see the
July 2004

photograph on the right).
I’m sure many of you will
recognise this building that
is now the Rams Head Inn.
Thomas employed a man
called Jack Sutton who
travelled
around
the
neighbouring villages with
his horse and covered cart
selling meat from house to
house.
Later,
Thomas
Coates
purchased several vans to
cover a wider area, and had
at least five employees
delivering meat to Quebec,
Esh,
Sacriston,
Witton
Gilbert,
Esh
Winning,
Lanchester and Burnhope.
In 1950/51 the property at
29, Quebec Street was sold
to Westoe Breweries, South
Shields, and became the
Rams Head Inn. The family
then moved to 31 and 32
Quebec Street, opening the
butchers’ shop at 31.
Eventually this was handed
over to sons Ray and
Frank.

Thomas Coates shop at 29, Quebec Street, Langley Park - (about 1933).

you could have your bread
bun dipped in the hot beef
juices of the roasting dish. I
am told it was a joy just to
enter the shop.
Sadly, their father, Thomas
Atkinson Coates died in
1983 at the age of 84, and
that year the shop had its
final move to 11, Quebec

Street (now MS Electrical).
Ray Coates continued living
at 32 Quebec Street until
March 1995 when he
moved to a bungalow in
The Crescent. Tragically he
died in July of that year at
the age of 64.
This was a devastating blow
to this close-knit family, but

The brothers, who always
had a joking word to share
with their customers, were
very much liked and highly
respected in the village. The
stories I have heard about
their wonderful shop make
my mouth water.
As you entered the door
you were greeted by that
delicious smell of Roast
Beef fresh from the ovens
behind the shop, and they
would
make
you
an
immediate
bread
bun
sandwich of sliced beef
crammed
with
sizzling
onions, or if you preferred,
Esh Leaves

The shop at 31, Quebec Street decorated
for the Queen’s Silver Jubilee in 1977.
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Frank and Ray’s son
Michael continued in the
shop until 1997 when it
finally closed, ending over
100
years
of
family
business.
Now in his retirement years
I am pleased to say that
Frank is enjoying life to the
full. He has taken several
courses at the Derwentside
College and at present is
trying to master a foreign
language. During one of our
conversations I detected a
strong feeling of pride when
he told me he was a
supporter of Sunderland
football team.
He has also taken to doing
a bit of walking these days,
and if you’re quick you
might just spot him taking
one of the paths out of
Langley Park en route to a
favourite walk. We wish
him well.
Terry Chilton.
We would like to thank Frank
Coates, his sister Margaret,
brother Tom, and Ray’s wife
Cathy for the family information
they gave us, and the use of their
photographs.

MARKING 50 YEARS
SERVICE OF FRIENDS
OF THE HOSPITAL
50 years ago (the 11th June
1954 to be precise) over 60
people met in the Nurses
Sitting Room at Dryburn
Hall
to
discuss
the
formation of a League of
Friends
for
Dryburn
Hospital. Included in the
group was a Miss Enid
Eccleston, from Langley
Esh Leaves

th

Brenda Moralee and Maud Lowdon marking the 50
Anniversary of the Friends of the Hospital

Park,
who
shortly
afterwards became the first
President of the Langley
Park Branch of the Friends.
The aims and objectives of
the Friends were to raise
funds, by a variety of
means, to carry out projects
designed
to
improve
amenities for both patients,
and staff, apart from some
Other valuable personal
services they were able to
offer.
Although several branches
were formed at the time
only three remain today,
including Langley Park.
They all provide much
needed support to the
University Hospital of North
Durham (Dryburn to most of
us)
and
to
Dryburn
Community Hospital, Earls
House, the County Hospital
and various Mental Health
projects.
From 1969, to the opening
of the new Durham Hospital
the Friends, ably supported
by the Langley Park Branch
members, ran the Café and
shop for 2½ hours each
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weekday evening and for 3
hours on Saturday and
Sunday afternoons. This
was a real money spinner
bringing
in
well
over
£20,000 a year. Although
the Friends were unable to
continue this arrangement,
under the new regime, it still
operates a trolley shop
service in the Bowes Lyons
Unit at Earls House Hospital
for 2 afternoons a week.
Since 1985 the Friends
have
raised
a
truly
remarkable £175,000 and
during the last few years
have provided a sensory
garden at Earls House,
stained glass windows in
the new University Hospital
Chapel, an obese hoist for
the same hospital, four
orthopaedic stretchers and
four
sets
of
ventilation/respiration
equipment
for
new
ambulances for St John
Ambulance, in addition to
providing numerous smaller
items for both of our NHS
Trusts.
The Langley Park Branch
(which
includes
Esh,
Quebec and Ushaw) has
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around 40 members, plus
other supporters, and meets
about once a month at the
All Saints Youth Centre.
They are all open meetings,
often with speakers in
attendance, and anyone is
welcome to come along.
Providing this edition goes
out on time you should be
able to go along to a Coffee
Evening to be held at
7.00pm on Friday 23rd July
2004. Be there!
The Branch raised £668 in
2003 from cream teas, slide
shows etc and we are all
indebted to the excellent
work they carry out. The
current officers are Miss M.
Lowdon, Chairman; Mrs B.
Moralee, Secretary; Mrs M.
Saville, Treasurer. Miss
Lowdon
is
also
Vice
Chairman of the Friends
and has been heavily
involved with the work of
the Friends since 1985.
If anyone is interested in
joining the local Branch
then why not contact Mrs
Brenda Moralee on 0191
3731356. She’s waiting for
your call right now!
To mark their 50 years
service
the
Friends
organised a special service
on Friday 18th June in the
Outpatients Department at
the University Hospital of
North Durham attended by
the Mayor of Durham, the
Chairman of Derwentside
District Council and over 70
Friends.
HAPPY TRIPPERS
Every summer there is a
mass exodus from Langley
Esh Leaves

Trevor Jones kneeling behind his grandchildren Sarah and Martin,
with his wife Esther and the Mayor and Mayoress of South Shields.
(Picture by Track Photographics)

Park.
You will know it’s
happening when you see
large numbers of people on
the move throughout the
village who seem to be
making their way to some
kind
of
pre-arranged
rendezvous. But they are
not sad about leaving, far
from it, they are happy in
the knowledge that later in
the day they will return with
memories of a wonderful
outing to the seaside
shared with friends and
neighbours alike on the
Langley Park Goodwill Trip.
The Goodwill Trip is not just
any kind of trip; it’s very
special. A great deal of
kindness and caring goes
into it, and it’s free to
Langley Park people who
are 65 or over, although
consideration will be given
to special circumstances.
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This wonderful idea of
giving the older generation
a day out goes back 50
years, and it became so
popular that as many as six
buses have been used, that
includes one for younger
people who pay for a seat
just so they can go.
I have been talking to
Trevor Jones who has
organised the Goodwill Trip
for 38 years now, and
although he has suffered a
great deal of ill-health in
recent years his enthusiasm
to help the older people of
Langley Park is completely
undiminished.
As we talked it became
clear that although Trevor is
at the helm of the Goodwill
Trip it is also a family
venture involving his wife
Esther, daughter Amanda,
her husband Terry, and
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another daughter Wendy.
There are also many other
helpers, too numerous to
mention, who continue to
play their part in making the
Goodwill Trip the success it
has been over the many
years.
Yet the survival of this great
day out would not be
possible
without
the
generosity of the many
people who kindly make
donations
towards
its
running costs, but Trevor
sadly told me how he is
finding it more and more
difficult to finance the trip.
I then realised what a
remarkable man he really
is. In spite of ill-health he is
devoting a great deal of his
life to the pleasure and
happiness of others.

Bus 3. Shortens Corner.
Bus 4. Aged Miners Homes
Bus 5. Opposite the Co-op.
It has been a privilege to
talk to this kindly man who
through many difficult times,
together with his loyal
helpers, has always kept
the buses running.
This years Outing is on 2
August 2004 - for further
details
contact
0191
3735585
Terry Chilton.
HANGING BASKETS
The Parish Council has
arranged
for
a
local
nurseryman,
Paul
Snowdon, to supply and
hang around 60 baskets on
various brackets around the
Parish.

My attention was then
drawn
to
a
framed
document on the living
room wall from Derwentside
District
Council
that
recognises all the good
work he has done in the
community.
I was then
handed a letter from
Buckingham Palace also
recognising his good work.
Trevor told me that this
years Goodwill Trip to
South Shields will be on
Monday,
August 2nd,
leaving Langley Park at
11 a.m. and returning at
5.45 p.m.
There will be five buses four free of charge and one
for paying passengers that
will leave as follows:
Bus 1. (For those paying)
The Blue Star Hotel.
Bus 2. Little Store bus stop.
Esh Leaves

their “air space” over the
adjacent public footpaths.
Such are the times we live
in that we need to carry out
a risk assessment on nearly
everything we do!
DERWENTSIDE DISTRICT
COUNCIL HOUSING
SUPPORT SERVICES
Service Aims – taken from
Key Issues Spring 2004
Provide support services to
those who are vulnerable.
Ensuring that comfort levels
are good and affordable,
properties are structurally
and environmentally up to
standard
before
2010,
security is of an acceptable
standard and tenants feel
secure in their own homes,
and that facilities are of a
modern
standard
and
accessible to all.
Improve the performance
and support for older and
less able tenants via
adaptations
that
will
enhance the quality of life.

Hanging Baskets along Front Street

Prior to the work being
carried
out
we
commissioned
a
local
Contractor,
Jeremy
Cassidy, to check the
brackets and for Paul
Snowdon to prepare a
method statement on how
he would hang and water
the baskets in order that we
could obtain the County
Council’s
approval
(as
Highway Authority) to using
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DERWENTSIDE
LEISURE SERVICES
GET WITH IT, IT'S
SUMMER, SUMMER,
SUMMER!!
A programme of activity for
children of all ages and their
families
presented
by
Derwentside
Leisure
Services
All bookings can be made
to the Leisure Hotline on
01207 218899. Credit/debit
card
payments
are
welcome.
July 2004

6 WEEKS OFF!
Please note that this is a shortened version of the Derwentside Council activities list, covering Esh Parish only.

Lark In The Park

Venue/
Destination
Annfield Plain Park

Transport & Running
Times
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Mon 19th July

Fly Fishing

Witton Castle

Wed 21st July

Lark In The Park

Oakies Playing Fields

TLC 9.00am / 4.45pm
BVLC 9.30am / 4.15pm
Langley Park 9.45 / 4.00pm
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Fri 23rd July

Lark In The Park

Allensford Country Park

11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Week 2

Activity

Mon 26th July

Lark In The Park

Venue/
Destination
Blackhill & Consett Park

Transport & Running
Times
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Lanchester
(Behind Kings Head)
Allensford Country Park

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Transport & Running
Times
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.
TLC 9.00am / 4.45pm
BVLC 9.30am / 4.15pm
Langley Park 9.45 / 4.00pm
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Week 1

Activity

Mon 19th July

th

Wed 28 July

Lark In The Park

Fri 30th July

Lark In The Park

Week 3

Activity

Mon 2nd
August
Mon 2nd
August

Lark In The Park

Venue/
Destination
Annfield Plain Park

Fly Fishing

Witton Castle

Wed 4th
August
Fri 6th August

Lark In The Park
Lark In The Park

Craghead Millennium
Green
Allensford Country Park

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Week 4

Activity

Venue/
Destination
Blackhill & Consett Park

Transport & Running
Times
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Wed 11
Lark In The Park
August
Fri 13th August Lark In The Park

Oakies Playing Fields

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Allensford Country Park

11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Week 5

Activity

Mon 16th
August
Mon 16th
August

Lark In The Park

Venue/
Destination
Annfield Plain Park

Transport & Running
Times
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Fly Fishing

Witton Castle

Mon 9th August Lark In The Park
th

Wed 18th
Lark In The Park
August
Fri 20th August Lark In The Park

Blackhill & Consett Park

TLC 9.00am / 4.45pm
BVLC 9.30am / 4.15pm
Langley Park 9.45 / 4.00pm
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Allensford Country Park

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Week 6

Venue/
Destination
Oakies playing fields

Transport & Running
Times
11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Leadgate Eden Field

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Allensford Country Park

11.00 a.m. – 4.00 p.m.

Activity

Mon 23rd
Lark In The Park
August
th
Wed 25
Lark In The Park
August
Fri 27th August Lark In The Park

Esh Leaves
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Age

Pick up Points Cost

Family
Activity
10 - 16
year olds

District-wide

Family
Activity
Family
Activity

Stanley
Consett
Langley Park
District-wide
District-wide

£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£10 per head
Keep first Fish
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:

Age

Pick up Points Cost

Family
Activity
Family
Activity
Family
Activity

District-wide
District-wide
District-wide

£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:

Age

Pick up Points Cost

Family
Activity
10 - 16
year olds

District-wide

Family
Activity
Family
Activity

Stanley
Consett
Langley Park
District-wide
District-wide

£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£10 per head
Keep first Fish
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:

Age

Pick up Points Cost

Family
Activity
Family
Activity
Family
Activity

District-wide
District-wide
District-wide

£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:

Age

Pick up Points Cost

Family
Activity
10 - 16
year olds

District-wide

Family
Activity
Family
Activity

Stanley
Consett
Langley Park
District-wide
District-wide

£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£10 per head
Keep first Fish
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:

Age

Pick up Points Cost

Family
Activity
Family
Activity
Family
Activity

District-wide
District-wide
District-wide

£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
£3.50; Carers &
Under 3’s Free:
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GARDEN BONFIRES
The
District
Council’s
Environmental
Health
Officer
(EHO)
recently
contacted
the
Parish
Council
concerning
a
problem caused by a
bonfire(s) where, it was
alleged, items other than
garden waste were being
burnt.
The EHO has stressed that
there are more appropriate
ways of disposing of waste
products,
such
as
composting or the local
authority refuse collection
service.
Whilst there is no legislation
preventing people from
lighting bonfires, it may be
an offence, under the
Environmental
Protection
Act 1990, if the person
concerned is causing a
nuisance to others possibly
through air pollution, health
effects, annoyance or on
safety
grounds.
The complainant has been
issued with an events
monitoring diary and the
EHO
will
also
be
monitoring the situation. If
the EHO is of the opinion
that a Statutory Nuisance
exists then he must serve
an abatement notice on the
person responsible.
Subject to the right of
appeal to the court, it will
then be an offence to then
cause a nuisance again.
Residents are therefore
reminded to take others into
consideration when having
bonfires or barbeques.
Esh Leaves

Should our readers require
any further guidance on
bonfires they should contact
the EHO on 01207 218402.
Remember if a bonfire is
the best practicable option
for disposing of garden
waste then follow these
guidelines and the chances
are that, providing you warn
your neighbours, you won’t
annoy them or cause a
serious nuisance.
•
•

•

•

•

•

Only
burn
dry
material
Never
burn
household rubbish,
rubber
tyres,
or
anything containing
plastic, foam or paint
Never use old engine
oil, meths or petrol to
light the fire or to
encourage it
Avoid lighting a fire in
unsuitable weather
conditions – smoke
hangs in the air on
damp still days and
in the evening. If it is
windy, smoke may
be
blown
into
neighbours’ gardens
and across roads
Avoid burning when
air pollution in your
area is high or very
high.
This
information
is
included in weather
forecasts, or you can
check by ringing
0800 556677, or at
http://www.airquality.
co.uk
Never leave a fire
unattended or leave
it to smoulder –
douse it with water if
necessary
Page 12

This list is mainly for garden
bonfires
–
plot
night
bonfires and fireworks are
subject to more detailed
criteria which was more
comprehensively covered in
a previous edition of Esh
Leaves.
BUSINESS NEWS
Porkies
Many of you will have
noticed a new shop front at
what was Hanley’s Butchers
shop in Front Street,
Langley Park. Now that the
scaffolding
has
been
removed
readers
will
observe a new name
“Porkies”.
We would like to welcome
the
proprietors,
Colin
Johnson, and his wife
Tracey, to Langley Park and
wish them well for the
future.
Colin spent 5 years with
Dewhurst’s
the
Master
Butchers and then 15 years
with Fawcetts, in Bishop
Auckland, whilst Tracey
worked in the local Cooperative Store in Shildon.
Colin
and
Tracey
specifically asked that we
thank local residents for
making them most welcome
into the village and also to
the many former customers
who travel over from
Shildon
and
Bishop
Auckland to support their
new business venture.
Naturally we would also like
to wish John Hanley well on
his move out of the village
July 2004

to Witton Gilbert as landlord
of the Glendenning Arms.
John spent over a quarter of
a century in the butcher’s
trade in Langley Park, firstly
with T. A. Coates and then,
from around 1989, in his old
premises in Front Street.
John has enjoyed his first 4
months behind the bar at
his new pub and looks
forward to some of his
former customers calling in,
at the Arms, and buying
him a pint.
When asked the main
difference between being a
butcher and a pub landlord
John
replied
without
hesitation “its all down to
elbow power” or should it be
”up with elbow power”?

The new Langley Pork Butcher’s Shop

Possible vacancies
The following businesses
occasionally are looking for
staff
Why not give them a call
Fothergills Pies – John on
0191 3736405
Langley Park Fish Shop –
Brian on 0191 3731474
Diggerland – Kellie on 0191
3733883
Keith Reay - 01913731241
Vacancies
Why not advertise any
vacancies in Esh Leaves we do not make a charge
for this service for local
businesses.
Lace
In the March edition of Esh
Leaves we featured Lace
Hairdressers and their
(continued on page 14)
Esh Leaves

Fresh Local Beef, Pork, Lamb, and
Poultry at knock out prices
Also Fresh Sausage, Cooked Meats and Salads.
Freshly made Sandwiches daily
Telephone 3731408

Local Baker
Business

Expands

Fothergills Pies are setting
up a second shop in
Bearpark.
As
many
customers travel down from
this area John Fothergill
decided that the time was
right to open another
branch of his shop in this
location. We would like to
wish John and his staff all
the best with this initiative.
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Creative Christmas
Company
We understand that there is
now a shop based in the
former Caravan Factory
which sells party items
(including party blasters),
tinsel and other items. The
shop is open to the public
from 10.00am to 4.00pm
Monday to Thursday and
10.00am to 2.00pm Fridays.
For more information ring
0191 3731113.
July 2004

Derwentside Hairdressing
Health and Safety Award.
We are now able to report
that Lace has transferred
their business from the old
Cooperative Buildings and
can now be found just
around the corner at 10
Quebec Street. Julie and
Karen look forward to
meeting all their clients in
their new “state of the art
premises”
which
were
refurbished
by
Elite
Property Services NE Ltd
based on the Riverside
Industrial Estate.

Lace Hair & Beauty

FONES FOR FINANCES
Do you change your mobile
phone every year?
Do you have a number of
redundant mobile’s doing
nothing?

the phones are unsuitable
for this purpose they will still
be recycled, so this still
benefits the environment.
Volunteer Co-ordinator for
the society: Sandra Hillyard
comments:
‘Since
the
withdrawal of £7000 annual
funding by the Royal
National Institution For The
Blind (RNIB) we are trying a
number of new fundraising
initiatives, and this may well
be the modern way to
fundraise!
Almost everyone has a
mobile phone these days,
and many people upgrade
each year, this means that
many phones are left
redundant and end up in the
bin, or at the back of a
drawer! This scheme not
only benefits the society
financially, but by recycling,
the environment benefits
too’
Prospective Labour party
candidate
Roberta
Blackman-Woods, recently
visited the society and gave
her backing to the new
campaign, and the Society’s
work.

If so you could help!
County Durham Society For
The Blind & Partially
Sighted, are collecting old
mobile phones, as part of
the ‘Community Fonebak’
scheme. For every mobile
that can be reused in
developing countries, the
society will receive £4.00. If
Esh Leaves

Roberta Blackman-Woods pictured left, with
Linda Curtis (Right) From County Durham
Society For The Blind & Partially Sighted
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If you have any old mobile
phones, you would like to
donate, the Society’s office
can be found at 27 North
Road, Durham City, or
please call Sandra Hillyard
on 0191 3868175 for further
information.
PHONE BOX
Incidentally whilst on the
subject of phones we are
pleased to report that the
phone box has now been
reinstated back in Park
Drive.
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS
Parish Walk raises nearly
£500 for the National
Children’s Homes
The annual Beating the
Boundaries Walk was held
on Sunday 16th May 2004
on a delightful Spring day.
Around 30 walkers were
guided by Chris Bloor over
the 7½ mile route, with a
stop for refreshments at the
Quebec
Village
Hall
prepared by the Parish
Council Chairman, Alan
Mollon and his wife Paula.
Taking part in the walk were
8 ladies from various
Weight Watchers Clubs in
the
area
who
had
responded to an appeal
from the local branch of the
National Children’s Homes
Society for sponsorship on
the Walk.
The Parish Council was
delighted to support the
approach from the National
Children’s Homes and as a
“contribution” the Chairman
asked for donations towards
July 2004

the refreshments at the
Village Hall. This raised
almost £25.
Such was the success of
the Walk that the National
Children’s Homes might
well be asking the Parish
Council to make this an
annual joint event.
Our thanks to all those who
walked for and supported
the
National
Children’s
Homes on this Walk, which
we understand raised well
over £400.
The participants assemble at the beginning of the Walk

Following our Walk we
received an email from the
NCH Regional Fundraiser
and with her permission we
have printed this below.

services to apply for a
donation.

Hi Mike,

Thanks again to all of you.

Thank you so much for
allowing us to join in with
this.
The
walk
was
excellent, weather perfect
and refreshments most
welcome. I'm just sorry I
was unable to be there to
enjoy
it
all!

Jennie Collins
Regional Fundraiser

I gather this happens on the
5th Sunday after Easter
each year. Perhaps we
could join with you again
next year and make this our
local annual walk rather
than just an additional walk
as it is this year. It would
certainly help me, as having
all the walks on the same
day (5th June) means it is
not easy to be involved in
them all as I would like.
I am pursuing the idea of
trying to find out if there are
people in the immediate
locality who benefit from our
Esh Leaves

Esh Leaves (The Book)
Your Editor is actively
looking for an original copy
of the 1/- edition of Esh
Leaves.
If any resident is also
interested in obtaining a
copy please contact 0191
3736687 and leave your
name and contact number
by Tuesday 10th August
2004.
The estimated cost of such
a book is £60 plus. If a
spare one turns up then I
will contact the first name
out of my hat!

Annual Audit 2003/04
The
Parish
Council’s
accounts for 2003/04 will be
submitted to the District
Auditor for approval in early
September 2004. Residents
will be advised of their
rights in respect of the
Audit, at the appropriate
time, by way of public
notices to be displayed at
various locations throughout
the Parish. It is anticipated
that the accounts will be
available for inspection in
the Parish Room, on days
and times yet to be
determined, between 9th
August 2004 and 6th
September 2004.
As part of the submission
will be a summary of the
accounts for the year and
these are set out on the
following page for the
benefit of our readers.

Visit the Esh Parish Council website at
www.eshparishcouncil.gov.uk
Page 15
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Esh Parish Council Summary Statement of
provisional Unaudited Accounts 2003/2004

Item
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

Income

Value

Miscellaneous items
Precept and District Council Contribution
Bank Interest
Rents
PPP
Sponsorship
VAT refund
Esh Leaves
Survey Grant
Pantomime
Donations from individuals and other grants

32
33577
1965
2838
382
125
2585
1225
700
131
606

Total

44166

Expenditure
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Central Administration
Contracted work
Leisure services
Christmas lights
IT services, publications and www
Donations
Other major contributions
Other items

17555
7037
4990
3453
4935
1241
13710
647

Total

53568

Accounts Statement 2003/2004
35000
30000
25000
20000
Value 15000
10000
5000
0

1 2 3 4
5 6 7
8 9 10
11

Item

1
Income

32

2

3

33577 1965

Expenditure 17555 7037

4990

4
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11

2838
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2585

1225

700

131
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3453

4935

1241

13710

647

Income

Esh Leaves

Expenditure
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Annual Report of the
Parish Council Presented
by the Chairman to the
AGM held on 11th May
2004
The Chairman, Alan Mollon,
thanked the Council and
Clerk for their support
during
2003/04
and
presented his annual report
outlining the main activities
for the year including:Incoming Councillors
16 Councillors following the
May 2003 Elections and a
co-option.
Christmas Decorations
Trees
and
decorations
installed in Langley Park
and trees installed in Esh
and Quebec.
Play Areas
Sites
now
reopened
following an inspection by
the
District
Council’s
Engineers. The lack of play
facilities is now being
addressed by the newly
formed
E.Q.U.a.L.
Partnership,
with
initial
proposals for a new play
area in Langley Park and
upgraded facilities at Esh
and Quebec.
Esh Leaves Newsletter
4 editions printed including
an Esh Leaves Extra in
March.
Manual Work
All work now carried out by
Contractors and, where
appropriate, tenders had
been invited to carry out the
work.
The work included grass
cutting, winter gritting and
Esh Leaves

installing and watering over
60 hanging baskets
Winter Gritting
Following
detailed
discussions with the County
Council and the Parish
Council’s Insurers a limited
amount of gritting was
carried out by Wharton
Landscapes.
Parish Transport Grant
A bid has now been
approved
by
the
Countryside Agency for
additional collecting points
in Langley Park for the
Service 767 and an extra
journey on Thursdays and
Fridays to Stanley and
Consett for the same
Service.
Planning Applications
Throughout the year the
Parish
Council
has
responded
to
various
planning applications and
arranged public meetings
for two of the applications
including two site visits to
Belmont and Harperley Hall,
Crook to consider an
application by the Chief
Constable for a Training
Centre on the former
Compass Caravan site. As
previously reported in Esh
Leaves this development
did not subsequently take
place.
Intermediate
Labour
Market
This project was initially
funded for one year by
Groundwork West Durham,
up until mid October 2003.
The Project involved IT
Tuition in the Tute for a total
of 4 different sessions (2
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hrs) for 1 week and 3
different sessions (2 hrs) for
the next week, including the
operation of the Community
Information
Point
and
preparation
of
learning
material.
The Parish Council was
asked to continue funding
this scheme and agreed to
support the initiative as the
Worker would also be able
to assist the Council with its
web site, maintenance of its
computer, publication of
Esh
Leaves
and
the
production and distribution
of posters.
www site
Parish Council web site now
up and running with regular
updates and improvements.
Donations
and
contributions to local
projects
Several made including an
initial payment to the
Langley Park Community
Association towards a new
central heating system in
the
Church
Street
Community Centre; a car
park lay by opposite the
Quebec Village Hall; and
the annual Treat Funds at
Esh and Langley Park.
New goal posts were
provided for the Esh Laude
RC Primary School on the
Esh play area
The Council also agreed to
make a major grant towards
work required to improve
access for the disabled to
the
Church
Street
Community Centre and a
major tree and hedge
planting
scheme
along
Kaysburn Road.
July 2004

Social Events
During the year the Parish
Council
organised
the
annual beating the bounds
walk and a pantomime
performed by Jack Drum
Art.
The
Parish
Council’s
balances
As will be noted in the
Summary of its Accounts on
Page 16 the Council has
supported several one off
major projects in the year.
This has resulted in the
reduction of its balances
from over £57,000 to just
over
£48,000
although
some items which were
completed towards the end
of the year have yet to be
invoiced.
Within
the
balances is a ring fenced
amount of nearly £20,000
earmarked for the proposed
new and upgraded play
areas within the Parish.
Future Areas of Work
Include
environmental
works
on
the
former
Recreation Ground.
The appointment of a new
Clerk
who
will
seek
qualification under the AQA
Certificate in Local Council
Administration to enable the
Council
to
seek
accreditation as a Quality
Parish Council.
To continue upgrading the
Council’s web site.
To provide a noticeboard in
Langley Park.
To continue publishing Esh
Leaves and the occasional
supplement when the need
arises.
Provide further training
sessions for Councillors.
To continue discussions
with the District Council on
Esh Leaves

the future of the District
Council’s
annual
Contribution
(just
over
£12,000) to the Parish
Council finances. As will be
noted from the unaudited
balances on page 16 this
contribution equates to
nearly 25% of the Parish
Council’s income.
A. J. Mollon
Chairman 2003/04
Men In White Suits Invade
Parish Council Allotments
The Parish Council recently
arranged for the removal of
a large number of loose
corrugated sheets on its 2
main allotment sites in
Langley Park. Thanks to the
co-operation of several
tenants the Contractors
were able to shift the
material with the minimum
of disruption. We took
several photographs of the
men in white suits, from
TUC Plant Hire, carrying out
their work and as you will
see from the following
photograph one of them
was sporting a Newcastle
United top.

A prize (yet to be decided)
is being offered to the
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resident who comes up with
the most humorous caption
for this photograph e.g.
“Come back Supermac all is
forgiven”. Captions to the
Parish Clerk, date and
address
as
under
WORDGRAM.
We would add that the
Contractor only exposed his
top for the purpose of this
photograph
and
was
appropriately clad at all
times during his disposal
work.
Allotments – Waiting List
The
Parish
Council
maintains a Waiting List for
its allotments. Currently
there are some vacant
allotments and if readers
are interested in taking an
allotment or wish to place
their name on the list please
contact the Parish Clerk on
0191 3736687
Parish Council Meetings
All Meetings commence at
7.00pm (excepting when
following
the
Annual
Assembly and the Annual
General
Meeting).
The
venues for 2004/05 will be
at
various
locations
throughout the Parish. See
details on the public notices
when displayed before each
meeting.
Members of the public are
welcome to attend the non
confidential part of the
Agenda and there is an
opportunity to raise matters
of interest at the end of this
part
of
the
Agenda.
However prior notice of any
matter to be raised, should
be given to the Parish
July 2004

Clerk, on 0191 3736687, at
least 4 working days before
the Meeting.

slow down
Parish!

through

our

Speed Visor
Next Meetings
September
2004
14th
Monthly Parish Council
Meeting
12th October 2004
Monthly Parish Council
Meeting
November
2004
9th
Monthly Parish Council
Meeting

Church Street Community
Centre Wheelchair Ramp
We are happy to announce
that work on the long
awaited ramp for wheelchair
access to Church Street
Community Centre is at last
underway as this edition of
Esh Leaves goes to press.

CONSTRUCTION
WORKS
What a busy time it’s been
on the construction front
since our last newsletter.
Here is a progress report on
those which immediately
spring to mind.
Bus turning area in
Stringer Terrace

Parish and when entering
each of our villages (Esh,
Langley Park, Quebec and
Ushaw)
DRIVE WITH CARE.

Pedestrian Refuge
Speed Visor at Stringer Terrace

Still in the Stringer Terrace
area. Readers will have
seen,
and
hopefully
observed the Visor which
advises any errant driver if
they exceed the 30mph
limit. Sadly drivers are still
travelling too quickly and on
many
occasions
local
residents have observed
the Visor flashing in excess
of
the
limit.
Please
remember
there
are
youngsters and elderly
persons in all parts of our

Readers will recall our
article in the July 2003
edition on an appeal for a
pedestrian refuge across
Front Street, Langley Park
to Browney Court.
Thanks to the efforts of
County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong we are pleased
to report that the refuge is
now in place and has been
well
received
by
the
residents of Browney Court
who are now finding it much
safer to cross this often
busy road.

The new bus turning area

Now completed by the
County Council and clearly
is a vast improvement on
the
former
area.
Unfortunately a car recently
careered out of control
coming out of Langley Park
and ploughing through a
section of the adjacent
cemetery
wall
and
demolishing 2 headstones.
When, oh when, will drivers
Esh Leaves

Paula Mollon and Lauren Hayton waiting in the
Pedestrian Refuge to cross Front Street
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out the page from Esh
Leaves.

WORDGRAM
The answers for March
were Black, Blue, Brown,
Green, Indigo, Orange,
Pink, Purple, Red, Violet,
White and Yellow.

You are looking for a total of
ten words.
EQUaL
Meetings

Lots of interest in the quiz,
including one resident who
submitted
two
entries.
Unfortunately the first two
drawn from the editors hat
were disqualified as they
were incorrect but third time
lucky
fell
to
George
Chapman
who
was
“absolutely
thrilled”
to
receive his own copy of the
Prefab Sprout video “From
Langley Park to Hollywood”.
George has promised not to
distribute
any
pirate
versions at the Sedgefield
Car Boot sale!

The
Annual
General
Meeting of the EQUaL
Partnership* was held on
the 4th May 2004 at Wood
View Community Centre in
Langley
Park.
The
following
people
were
elected to stand on the
Executive Committee:
Alison Hiles Chair
Michael Peers Vice-Chair
Richard Bowyer, Treasurer
Michaela
Lindfield,
Secretary
Jan Whitehead, Lesley
Rose and John Lewin
Elected Officers

Now for the next quiz – this
time the prize is a £10 book
token. Entries to Mr M. G.
Ackroyd, 8 Long Garth,
Whitesmocks,
DURHAM
CITY, DH1 4HJ by 5.00pm
Tuesday 17th August 2004.

Presentations from outgoing
Chair
and
Treasurer,
Community
Capacity
Worker Ken Bradshaw and
Playground Representative,
Lesley
Rose,
were
received.

Here Comes Summer
K
B
Y
L
S
S
F
M
O
U

I
S
G
A
O
K
A
M
R
V

R
R
U
T
D
E
V
E
V
R

Q
E
O
N
R
I
S
W
J
E

J
H
D
C
S
O
L
T
C
M

P
P
E
I
R
H
P
O
W
M

T
C
R
T
S
A
I
R
H
U

I
L
R
T
A
A
T
N
I
S

L
E
I
S
U
R
E
O
E
A

Please mark WORDGRAM
July 2004 on the outside of
your envelope. A list will
suffice – you need not tear
Esh Leaves

S
N
A
T
N
U
S
S
O
C

All residents of Esh Ward
are invited to attend the
Executive Meetings, which
are held on the first
Tuesday of the month,
7.30pm at the Wood View
Community Centre.
*EQUaL stands for Esh,
Quebec,
Ushaw
and
Langley Park and is Esh
Ward’s local community
partnership. Its aim is to
make life in Esh Ward a
better place to live, work
and play by improving the
environment, acting as a
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funding and information
source and networking. It is
open to all residents of Esh
Ward and there exists
committees/action teams in
Environment, Playground,
Education and Library.
For
more
information,
contact the Community
Capacity
Worker,
Ken
Bradshaw on 07903 420860
or 0845 644 0691 email:
kbequal@hotmail.com
Ken Bradshaw in post
Ken started his new job on
April
2004
as
19th
Community
Capacity
Worker for Esh Ward. He is
here to push forward the
views of the villages that
was highlighted by the
Community Appraisal
EQUaL Playground Action
Team (PAT)
The PAT held a family fun
day on March 27th at All
Saints Youth Club to raise
funds for the proposed
playground in Langley Park
and awareness about what
we want to do. Over 150
people crammed in to the
centre with lots of activities
ranging from bouncy castle,
bird making boxes, face
painting, craft activities,
tombola, raffle and cake
sale. John Hutchison from
the
Bat
Conservation
Society was there with real
live bats which had the little
ones, as well as the big
ones, enthralled. Work, that
the children had been doing
with Consultants ERS, were
displayed combined with
prize giving for the best
playground designs. There
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were
opportunities
for
people to read about the
proposals and have their
say.

Anybody wanting to look at
these drawings should call
Ken Bradshaw on 0845 644
0691.

Further consultations have
taken place with residents
of Lambton Street whose
houses face directly on to
the proposed site. Their
views are taken very
seriously and will be taken
into
account
for
the
eventual design. Concerns
about security and fencing
were a high priority for
many people.

EQUaL Events

The PAT family fun day

The PAT has also been
busy talking to the Cricket
Club, Esh Parish Council
and Derwentside D.C. to
come up with arrangements
that will suit all parties.
Issues around parking,
access,
maintenance,
insurance and security have
been uppermost in their
minds. At the same time,
Playground manufacturers
Wicksteed, Ludus, Record
and RSS have visited Esh
to survey the sites and
prepare drawings and 3D
computer
impressions.
They have also prepared
quotes, which will form the
basis
of
funding
applications.
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EQUaL continues to thrive
with two events in the last
month. A fundraising Bingo
night at Woodview raised
£80 with enthusiastic Bingo
revellers
enjoying
the
evening. The latest design
ideas
from
equipment
supplier
Record
were
available to view.
Meanwhile, the playground
action group is forging
ahead with funding bids to
renew the equipment at Esh
and Quebec and establish a
major new tot to teen facility
at the back of the Cricket
Ground/Cemetery. If you
want to help get the
Playground established in
Langley Park, please call
Ken on the number below.
On the 30th June the
Environment Group were
reformed and surveyed a
short walk from the Institute,
along Low Moor Road,
down through Biggin Farm
and back along the railway
line.
Despite the initial
downpour, a fine evening
ensued. A cuppa in the
Institute followed with a
discussion on ways to
improve the villages. Ideas
included more planting,
removal of rubbish, a
campaign to remind people
where to get help for
rubbish removal, pathways
clearance and maintenance
and more.
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If you want to help your
village improve whether it is
by practical help, lobbying
Councils, writing letters or if
you have an idea of your
own then please contact
YOUR community Capacity
worker, Ken Bradshaw. He
is based at the Institute,
opposite the Rams Head on
Mondays - Wednesdays or
tel 07903 420860 or email:
kbequal@hotmail.com
EQUaL granted Charitable
Status
EQUaL has been granted
charitable status by the
Charity Commission which
is excellent news as this
means EQUaL will be able
to apply to funds that are
restricted to charities. If
your group needs funding
then
please
contact
Ken who may be able to
point you in the right
direction.
A clean up day has been
organised by All Saints
Youth Club. Anybody who
would like to see an
improvement
in
the
appearance at the building
is welcome to attend on
17th July from 10am. The
plan is to litter pick and
repaint the sign as well as
other remedial work. Do
come along and you are
sure of a warm welcome.
33rd BEAMISH TROPHY
TRIAL
Durham Classic Motorcycle
Club will hold the 33rd
Beamish
Trophy
Trial
for motorcycles,
cycle
cars, tricycles and micro
cars manufactured in 1979
or before and light cars
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The 2003 Beamish Trophy Trial

(pre-1941), on Sunday
September
2004.
start/finish will be at
New Board Inn (as
year), Hilltop, Esh.

19th
The
The
last

100 entrants, comprising
mostly of motorcycles, will
follow a route around
the Northern Dales of 100
miles, some of which are
untarred/off-road.
Approximately 23 Trophies
are available for many
categories, including oldest
vehicle, longest distance
travelled to event, oldest
combined age of entrant
and
vehicle,
best
newcomer, best British
vehicle,
best
foreign
vehicle,
best
military
vehicle, best motorcycle
combination, and categories
based upon age of vehicles.
This event is based on the
Travers Trial of the 1920's
and the South Shields
Motor Club Trial of 1925.
Entrants
knowledge
of
motoring
history
and
highway code are tested
en-route.

Esh Leaves

Durham Classic Motorcycle
Club would like to thank Mr
Handley at The New Board
Inn for kindly allowing them
to hold the start/finish at his
premises and to Mr and Mrs
Mace for allowing them to
run the final section on their
farm.
Anyone
wanting
more
information should contact
Pete Robson by email on
PRobson388@aol.com or
telephone 0191 3710866.
POLICE NOTES
Shed burglaries
Thieves are drawing up
their own gardening plans
at this time of year, and
unfortunately, they could
include you, or at least your
tools and equipment.
90% or burglars and thieves
attack shed doors, many
because the owners make
them easy targets.
Poor quality locks and
hasps, if any are fitted, are
very easily forced, exposed
screw heads can be quickly
removed and a quiet, quick
entry and escape are made.
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House burglaries
Sneak-ins
are
through
unlocked
doors
and
windows, usually at the rear
of the house.
Thieves will take anything of
value that they can quickly
lay their hands on, e.g.
handbag, mobile phone,
purse/wallet, car keys, cash
and/or credit cards.
Whenever possible, keep all
doors, but especially your
rear door, locked at all
times.
Consider the use of a door
chain or other form of door
inhibitor if you require the
door opening for ventilation.
Consider some form of
alarm/alerter, if the door
cannot be locked.
Don’t leave the key in the
door and don’t leave
valuable property within
easy reach of the door.
Don’t
leave
valuable
property on display near
windows. This may make it
visible to a thief from the
outside
and
it
may
encourage them to try and
enter your home.
Bogus callers
If you don’t know the caller
ask to see their identity
card. Check it carefully, and
keep your door chain or
door bar on while you do
this. Genuine callers won’t
mind if you close the door
while you do this.
Bogus callers sometimes
work in pairs. Beware of
one distracting you while
the other steals your
property. The best practice
is not to let them in.
Watch out for anyone who
says that they are in a
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hurry. Don’t let them
pressure you. If in doubt,
call a neighbour or friend.
If you have any suspicions
at all, don’t let them in.
If you are still not happy,
phone the police and tell
them what’s happened.
And tell your neighbours.
Crime ring
The crime ring system
covering Derwentside has
been set up to help the fight
against
crime.
The
operation is simple, with
operators recording spoken
messages for broadcast to
areas within the district, and
the computer, which is at
the heart of the system,
calling all the people in that
area on the telephone and
playing messages to them,
at times they have chosen
to receive the messages.
Although the system covers
the whole district, it is split
up to cover smaller areas,
so that a message relevant
to one area is not broadcast
to another where it might
not be appropriate.
When
a
message
is
received the contact person
only has to listen to the
recorded message.
If the phone is not
answered, the system will
ring back at intervals for a
total of three attempts.
The details of the people on
the system are held in strict
confidence and only for use
by the Crime Ring System.
It is totally anonymous
unless the contact person
decides
to
pass
on
information
to
their
neighbours.
In Derwentside the Crime
Ring is operated by the
Community Safety Office at
Stanley and you can speak
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to Brian Donkin on 0191
3752417
for
further
information.
Be neighbourly
If you see or hear anything
suspicious,
phone
the
police straight away. The
police need your help. Try
to join (or even set up) a
Neighbourhood or Home
Watch scheme. It’s a good
way
to
make
your
community safer. Further
details can also be obtained
from Brian Donkin on 0191
375 2417.
Operation Trough
You will have seen cars
stood in people’s yards,
drives, grassed areas, etc,
which have been there for
some time and just left to
rot. These vehicles are an
eyesore and they are a
magnet for anti social
behaviour.
Youths
are
attracted to them and the
vehicles become a target
for damage and arson. It
costs money to have these
‘end
of
life’
vehicles
removed
and
often
residents do not want to pay
for this. In partnership with
Derwentside District Council
and the Fire Brigade, local
garages and scrap metal
dealers
have
been
approached to have these
vehicles removed free of
charge over an amnesty
period. The effect should be
to make communities more
attractive
and
reduce
incidents involving these
vehicles. The amnesty will
be one part of a bigger
operation to clear the area
of abandoned vehicles.
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Intentions
1. To remove ‘end of life’
vehicles from residences
in the division free of
charge
2. Improve the appearance
of neighbourhoods
The public will be asked to
ring Derwentside District
Council on 01207218795
during office hours to ask
for their car to be removed,
but Police officers and
Police Community Support
Officers may generate the
removal by seeing the
vehicle and approaching the
owner. A number of local
garages/scrap
metal
dealers
have
been
contacted and have been
contracted to remove the
vehicles
Operation Aniseed
The next stage of the
process is to remove those
vehicles that appear to have
been abandoned and are in
a state of disrepair or in an
area
that
has
been
designated as a hotspot for
vehicle arson. Through
partnership working with
Derwentside District Council
and Consett Fire Station,
funding has been obtained
for local recovery agents to
remove these vehicles at a
1-2 hours notice. The
operation will initially rely on
the Police and Police
Community
Support
Officers
identifying
the
vehicles whilst on patrol.
Should any.
If you have any queries
regarding these schemes , I
am available on 01207
504204 or you can e-mail
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norman.foster@durham.p
nn.police.uk
Multi Agency Resource
Vehicle (MARC)
The MARC vehicle is a joint
working venture between
Derwentside
District
Council, Durham County
Council,
The
Durham
Constabulary, The Primary
Care Trust (NHS) and The
Green Corridor Project.
The vehicle will be visit all
22
wards
in
the
Derwentside District, and is
accessible to the public for
all the areas the above
partners are responsible for.
The vehicle can be used by
any of the partners at any
time and they work hand in
hand with relevant topics.
The presence of the vehicle
in your area will be
advertised by posters in the
local area. In addition the
dates will be advertised in
the Durham Advertiser.
Staff on the bus will be able
to answer queries, give
advice on the following
topics
Welfare Benefits, Pension
Credits
and
Housing/Council
Tax
Benefits. We will fill in claim
forms on the MARC vehicle
and copy any supporting
documents as well as give
advice for those who
already are claiming these
Benefits. This will provide a
truly mobile service to the
benefits claimants.
The
promotion
awareness
of
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of
the

environment residents live
in, and what the Local
Authority is doing to try to
keep it green and clean.

Diggerland appointed staff
as a result of their adverts

Activities to make sure the
public feel safe in their own
homes and the local
community in which they
live and that they know,
recognise and support their
local ‘beat bobby’ and the
Community Support Officer.

Derwentside District Council
have advised us that 9
individuals - 4 families from
Langley Park went to the
Forbidden
Corner,
but
residents from Sacriston,
Burnmoor and Esh Winning
used Langley Park as a pick
up point. In total there were
113 adults and children
from across the district for
that trip alone which
obviously proved to be very
popular!

The promotion of health
issues,
such
as
No
Smoking Day and National
Breast Screening Week.
To date we have been to
Blackhill,
Castleside,
Leadgate, Delves Lane,
Esh Winning, Moorside and
Langley Park. We have
been
successful
in
processing
new claims
which in one case resulted
in the resident receiving an
additional £20 per week.
Look out for posters in your
local shops for forthcoming
venues.
Langley Park Post Office
Robbery
We are now able to report
that a former local resident
is serving 5 years for the
attempted robbery at the
Langley Park Post Office
last December.
FEEDBACK FROM ESH
LEAVES AND EXTRA
MARCH 2004
Vacancies
We are delighted to report
that both Elite Property
Services NE Ltd and
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Leisure Activities

Volunteers
However
we
are
disappointed to report that
as yet no one has stepped
forward to help the Langley
Park Treat Fund Committee
or
to
volunteer
their
services in the Hospice
Charity Shop – if anyone
can offer their services then
contact Joe Gauden on
0191 3732055 for the
LPTFC or Amy Farquhar on
0191 3861170 for the HCS
COMING UP IN THE
NOVEMBER EDITION
Highlights for the November
edition include articles on
Quebec Hall, The Village
Shop and Quality Parish
Councils.
SUBMISSION OF
ARTICLES TO ESH
LEAVES
Articles can be submitted
for inclusion either as a
Microsoft Word document
or on paper, details on
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where to submit your
articles can be found on the
front page.
If you are submitting an
article as a Microsoft Word
document and you wish to
include
photographs,
it
would be most helpful to us
if you could provide a copy
of
each
photograph
separate from the article at
a resolution of 300dpi if
possible.

Esh Leaves
Editor
Mr M. G. Ackroyd
Compositor
Mr D. C. Rider

NEW BOARD INN
HILL TOP, ESH
CO DURHAM
DH7 9RL

ADVERTISEMENTS

N.J.C. WROUGHT IRON
GATES ~ RAILINGS ~ HANDRAILS
~ SECURITY GRILLES
LIGHT STEEL FABRICATION
GATE REPAIRS AND
ALTERATIONS
LARGE OR SMALL
MOBILE WELDING SERVICE
DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
FREE ESTIMATES
Tel: 0191 3739714 OR
07763 457 542

Esh Leaves

Recently refurbished, sympathetically in line
with a Country Inn.
A warm welcome awaits, accompanied by a personal friendly
service and excellent cuisine, complimented by
our extensive wine list.
Food served daily Monday – Saturday 12 – 9pm
Sunday 12 – 8pm (Traditional Sunday lunch served 12 –
5pm)
For enquiries and reservations, please call 0191 3736914
We look forward to being of service to you.
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PARK FLOORING
47c Front Street, Langley Park, Co. Durham DH7 9XB
Tel: 0191 3739947
CARPETS AND VINYLS FOR EVERY ROOM
MEASURING AND FITTING SERVICE
FREE ESTIMATES

Jill Pitt
Massage Therapist
Aromatherapy
Reflexology
Body Massage
Indian Head Massage

IIHHT
IIR
IHBC
IIHHT

CONTRACT AND DOMESTIC FLOORING SPECIALISTS
Registration - 62490 67902 101

Over 10 years in business
Tel: 0191 373 5700
In Langley Park

Alan Madrell

Edwin & Devina
welcome you to the

Coach Hire

Cross Keys Inn

16 seat Mini & 49 seat Executive Coaches
Any Distance, Any Occasion
Telephone: 0191 3733145

Stuart Wright
Funeral Service, Durham
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
24 HOUR SERVICE
0191 373 3700 or 0191 386 3850
43 Front Street
23 Marshall Terrace
Langley Park
Gilesgate
Durham
Durham
DH7 9SA
DH1 2HX
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk

Esh Leaves
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Esh Village
Durham
Tel: 0191 373 1279

Langley Park Fish Shop
Opening Times
Mon
11-1 and 7.15-11.30
Tues- Wed
11-1 and 6:15-10:30
Thurs
11-1 and 4-10:30
Fri
11-1 and 4-11:30
Sat
11-1
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LANGLEY PARK COMMUNITY INFORMATION POINT
Community Information Point’s offer free information on Housing,
benefits, Careers and Job opportunities by providing access to
leaflets, a PC with Broadband Internet access and Video
Conferencing equipment.

The secret of a
beautiful lawn
and it costs less than DIY!

A Community Information Point will
be in operation at the Church Street
Community
Centre
every
Wednesday between 2-4:30pm.

A healthier GREENER lawn
in 4 easy steps.

The equipment is designed for ease
of use by disabled and able bodied
alike and a volunteer helper is
available if required.

Costs from as little as
£13.00 per application.
FREEPHONE
0800 1695009

Olivers Trees Ltd
Professional Tree Care & Consultancy
Proprietors: D. Oliver and C. Beirne
Unit 3, Langley Park Industrial Estate
Witton Gilbert, Durham DH7 6TX

THE VILLAGE CHOICE

0191 373 9771 Fax: 0191 373 9772
e-mail: info@oliverstreeservices.co.uk

17 Quebec Street,
Langley Park
Telephone : 3739895
Children and Ladies
Fashion,
Toys, Jewellery, Gifts,
Fancy Goods - including
ethnic musical instruments
and carvings
Greeting cards and
Balloons
Top Quality at Low Prices

A Community Transport group are looking
for volunteer drivers, weekdays, evenings
or weekends-hours to suit
yourselves-whatever you can spare.

(Weekly payment scheme
available)

Ordinary licence only required-MIDAS
training available.

Would you like to gain the Midas
qualification?

To find out more call 01913737492

Esh Leaves
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Carol Long
Qualified Ladies’ Therapist
Reflexology I.T.E.C.
Aromatherapy I.I.H.T.
Massage Therapy
Langley Park
0191 373 2370
Federation of Holistic Therapists

FASTFIT
TYRES
LANGLEY

FTL

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres
Car Servicing, Repairs & MOT preparation
Bill Johnston
Langley Park 0191 373 3501
We don't make a song and dance about our prices!

Diggerland would like to
offer half price entry for
readers of Esh Leaves and
their families up to a total of
6 people. This offer applies
to entry only not to credits
or wristbands.
To take advantage of the
offer just cut out this token
and present it when paying
for entry.

Esh Leaves
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Fothergills Pies
39 Front Street, Langley Park,
Durham DH7 9SA
Tel: 0191 373 6405
Retail
Outside catering for all
occasions - weddings, birthdays,
christenings, office parties,
freezer orders

Mon-closed
Tue-Fri open 9am-5pm
Sat open 8.30am-3pm
Julie Wordingham
10 Quebec Street, Langley Park
Durham DH7 9XA
Tel: 0191 3731959
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