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Esh Leaves 
Your newsletter from Langley Park, Esh and Quebec 

Parish Council news for the people of Esh Parish  
 Articles to aparishclerk@aol.com or to

Deadline for contributing to the next issue 31 May 2004                    
The Parish Clerk, 8 Long Garth, Durham City DH1 4HJ 
or to Esh and Langley Park Post Offices 
After being without kitchen 
and dining facilities since 
May 2003 we have some 
positive progress to report 
to the pupils, parents and 
staff from Esh Laude RC 

A NEW PARISH HALL 
FOR ESH 
 

Primary School. 
 
Demolition work finally 
commenced on the old 
Parish Hall, on 26th 
January 2004, with a 
£500,000 Sport England 
funded project to construct 
a new facility to help 
improve the teaching of the 
sport and arts curriculum at 
the two primary schools in 
the Village.  
 
The new 440m2 building, 
designed by the Durham 
County Council's Design 
Services team, is expected 
to be completed in time for 
the new school term in 
September 2004. It consists 
of a new hall, changing 
facilities and an activities 
room. The main contractor 
is Wates Construction. 
 
Rumour had it that some of 
the slates might be sent to 
Beamish although we are 
not certain what this 
actually means! 
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Esh Parish Hall
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multi-use outdoor games  
rea will also be 
onstructed. In addition to 
se by the schools the 

acility is expected to 
enerate significant interest 
rom the community in, and 
round the Village, and 
nce opened it will be 
ossible to make bookings 

hrough the schools.  

t is also hoped that 
ommunity services can be 
rganised such as 
laygroups and senior 
itizens clubs, as well as 
ports clubs offering a wide 
ariety of activities ranging 
rom aerobics to judo and  
aekwondo to badminton.  

It is intended to appoint a 
Community Officer to co-
ordinate activities. 
 
As part of this project 
Councillor Joe Armstrong is 
contributing £2000 from his 
Community Fund towards 
new furniture and fittings   
 
Here’s hoping that after 
over 60 years, based in the 
old Parish Hall, that it won’t 
be long before the Esh 
Laude pupils are able to 
return to their new Hall and 
that packed lunches 
become a distant memory. 
 
Having dealt with the future 
what about the past. We 
asked our roving reporter, 
Terry Chilton, to make 
further enquiries with some 

mailto:aparishclerk@aol.com
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of the more senior residents 
in Esh. Here’s his report. 
 
The Old Esh Parish Hall 
 
When we imagine a typical 
country village a number of 
things spring to mind.  At 
least one Church or Chapel, 
a village shop, a post office, 
schools, a cosy village Inn, 
and of course the parish 
hall. 
 
The parish hall, is an 
essential part of rural life 
where friends and 
neighbours come together 
to enjoy, or take part in, 
various functions such as 
concerts, celebrations, 
important village meetings, 
jumble sales, film shows, 
dances, keep fit classes, 
the list seems endless. 
 
But, Esh village is about to 
lose its parish hall. This 
sturdy old building, with one 
of the best views in County 
Durham, will eventually be 
replaced by a new one on 
the same site. 
 
There is no doubt that a 
large number of Esh people 
will hold many happy 
memories of the old parish 
hall and the hundreds of 
events that have taken 
place there over the years. 
 
I personally remember the 
wonderful evening we had 
there on the launch night of 
Esh Leaves book reprint 
written by a true friend of 
the village, Mr. W. R. 
Wiggen. There were 
onstage book readings 
performed by local 
schoolchildren, and a singer 
called Benny Graham from  

 

Stanley. Also, offstage 
entertainment by children’s 
author Terry Deary, and a 
display in words and 
pictures of how the reprint 
was produced.   A truly 
memorable evening. 
 
I have been talking to local 
residents who tell me that 
the Esh parish hall, built of 
pre-cast concrete blocks,  
was opened in 1925 by 
Durham City Councillor 
Tom Holliday, who had a 
Chemist shop in Claypath, 
Durham. 
 
The parish hall was built on 
the site of the old 
Blacksmith’s Shop, and I 
have since discovered the 
Blacksmith’s name was a 
Mr. Henry Aldus Keeley, 
whose sister, then called 
Mrs. Thompson, was in 
charge of the Post Office in 
the old part of what is now 
the Primary School, 
opposite St. Michael and All 
Angels Church. 
 

I was also told there used to 
be a village square on the 
east side of the parish hall 
(where the bungalows are 
today). The square 
consisted of four houses 
built south to north starting  
from the garden wall on the 
right of the photograph on 
the front page, and three 
houses a few yards to the 
east, also built south to 
north.   The centre of the 
square was often filled with 
clean washing flapping in 
the wind, and I feel sure 
that many a hearty 
conversation would have  
taken place there. 
 
Looking back at old maps 
you can clearly see the 
many changes that have 
taken place in Esh village 
throughout its long history, 
and it continues today with 
the building of a new parish 
hall for the 21st century. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
 

Reproduced from the 1923 OS map with kind permission of the Ordnance 
Survey NC/01/27335 
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Ghost Ships almost 
darken the Big Turn On 
 
It starts in late Spring and, 
following a frantic period 
from mid November it 
finally, and with much relief, 
ends some 7 months later 
in early January. What are 
we talking about – nothing 
less than the installation of 
the Parish Council’s 
Christmas decorations. 
 
In June the Council obtains 
estimates for the 5 street 
lighting decorations and the 
installation of the 3 trees at 
Esh, Langley Park and 
Quebec. Once the decision 
has been taken to provide 
the decorations the work 
starts in earnest by 
contacting possible 
sponsors, tree suppliers, 
and various contractors to 
install lights etc.  
 
That done there is fairly 
inactive period until we 
reach September when 
thoughts turn to fixing a 
date for installing the 
decorations and contacting 
the Langley Primary School 
to see if they can help in 
providing some decorative 
panels to attach to the 
fence around their local 
Christmas tree. 
 
Now for the really tricky bit - 
can we encourage some 
local celebrity to turn on our 
lights. If so, we will need to 
satisfy our Insurers that we 
have matters under control - 
particularly if a large 
number of residents could 
be present. In previous 
years we have been  

 

fortunate enough to secure 
the services of Sir Bobby 
Robson (800 present) and 
on another occasion the 
then Sunderland Manager, 
Howard Wilkinson. It’s a bit 
like “I’m a Celebrity get me 
into Langley Park.” 
 
If a celebrity is coming 
along then the Police need 
to be informed and 
arrangements made for 
stewards, and first aiders, to 
be in attendance. In 
addition we usually seek 
some publicity by placing 
posters in strategic 
locations, on our web site 
and by contacting the local 
newspapers.  
 
A few days before D Day 
frantic calls are made to our 
contractors to finalise any 
last minute arrangements 
and then pray that they all 
turn up and at the right 
times. I hasten to add that  
 

we have some excellent 
contractors and seldom is  
anybody waiting around for 
someone else to appear. 
 
Now for the worst bit – the 
official “turning on the lights” 
time. Will the celebrity 
appear, will the lights come 
on and, most importantly 
will we have enough sweets 
to go round?  
 
This year we arranged for 
the BBC Look North 
Weatherman, Paul Mooney, 
to come along and turn our 
lights and everything was in 
place for a live broadcast 
from the Park for Paul to 
read the weather and then 
do the honours. This was 
still the case right up to 
2.30pm on the big day.  
 
Unfortunately we received a 
call from Paul prefaced with 
a huge apology that the live 
transmission had to be 
abandoned as the camera 
crew had been called away, 

LOCAL EVENTS 

BBC Look North Weatherman Paul Mooney signing autographs after 
turning on the Christmas Lights. 
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at the last minute, to cover 
the arrival of a couple of 
Ghost Ships in Hartlepool. 
However Paul was 
prepared to travel down 
after his broadcast to 
perform the big switch.  
 
It was some challenge 
therefore to contact around 
25 people to rearrange 
lighting up times, the 
policing, stewardship and 
hospitality arrangements, 
and to change the public 
notices etc. Although the 
Langley Park School only 
knew of the change at 
2.45pm every child had a 
letter to take home by 
3.30pm to let their parents 
know about the delay. A 
very big thank you to the 
School for providing such 
an excellent service.  
 
Paul duly arrived at 6.40pm, 
after giving a great deal of 
publicity to Langley Park 
during his weather forecast 
(including references on his 
map) from the Newsroom, 
and stayed a good hour to 
meet with his fans, sign 
some photos, sell some 
Look North Weather 
Calendars for 2004 and to 
admire his gift from the 
Parish Council – a Guns 
and Roses T shirt. 
 
Incidentally Paul spent 
some time during the 
morning with pupils from the 
Langley Park Primary 
School and did his best to 
answer the usual in depth 
questions on his work. See 
article elsewhere in the 
magazine. 
 
Apart from some vandalism, 
on the first 2 nights to the 

Langley Park tree 
decorative boards, which 
were quickly repaired by our 
fencing contractor, we had 
a reasonably stress free 
period until the 6th January 
when our lighting, fencing 
and forestry contractors 
came along and did their 
respective removal tasks. 
 
We can now rest until June 
when it all starts again.  
 
As usual a big thank you to 
our sponsors, Olivers Tree 
Services, Wharton 
Landscapes, Keith Reay’s 
Newsagency, FTL, the 
Cross Keys Inn, Esh and to 
Langley Park Baptist 
Church for hosting the 
refreshments for our guests. 
Thanks also to Mr John 
Hankey of Esh Hall for 
providing the tree at 
Quebec and donating the 
tree at Esh.  
 
Little Red Riding Hood 
and her amazing 
Grandmother 
 
Question – how do you 
promote a Pantomime ? 
Answer – don’t sell any 
tickets before the day, 
charge realistic prices, ask 
the leading lady to visit the 
local School 2 days before 
the show and finally make 
sure that neither Newcastle 
United nor Sunderland are 
playing at home that day. 
 
Normally we would expect 
around 50 to 60 people at 
our Pantomime. This year 
parents and children 
descended on the Wood 
View Community Centre in 
droves from all four corners 
of the Parish, and beyond. 

By 2.00pm we had over a 
100 through the door and 
by starting time nearly 200 
people were in the Centre 
screaming for action – in 
other words cheering for 
Little Red Riding Hood and 
baying for blood whenever 
the spectre of the Big Bad 
Wolf loomed on the horizon. 
 
As usual Jack Drum did us 
proud with their quirky 
version of a popular 
seasonal fairy tale - Little 
Red Hood and her 
Grandmother - using some 
interesting and rather 
unusual props. For instance 
how did the Big Bad Wolf 
manage to devour 
Grandmother and 
Granddaughter right in front 
of our very eyes.  
 
Mind you it looked as 
though BBW had taken 
some lessons from Bela 
Lugosi, Christopher Lee 
and Boris Karloff.  The way 
he threw himself over his 
victims, making full use of 
his cape, would have made 
them very proud. The props 
were fantastic and received 
much attention after the 
show – some children 
actually wanted to know if 
Daddy could be dropped 
through the trap door! 
 
Who needs to hire a 
Hammer House of Horrors 
video when it was all 
happening live in the Park! 
 
Despite some initial 
screams of shock horror 
from the parents, and one 
or two children straying 
dangerously close to the 
stage and to Axel’s axe, we 
are confident that the same 
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number of children came 
out of the Hall as had 
entered some 2 hours 
earlier!  
 
It goes without saying that 
Grandmother and Little Red 
Riding Hood were delivered 
safely back to terra firma by 
Axel and Big Bad Wolf was 
given his come-uppance. 
 
During the interval 
refreshments were served 
by Alison Spenceley and 
Chris Robinson and several 
prizes were on offer for the 
lucky programme number 
and raffle, including a 
signed copy (Paul Mooney) 
of the Look North Weather 
Calendar 2004. Sadly 
nobody wanted the Parish 
Clerk’s signed copy of the 
2003 calendar even though 
it’s bound to become a 
collectors item, possibly 
appearing on eBay one day! 
 
Roll on 2005 and to the next 
Pantomime (our 10th). 
 
PARISH WALK 
SUNDAY 16th MAY 2004 

Yes it’s that time of year 
again – the annual Parish 
Walk, and for once it does 
not clash with a Bank 
Holiday weekend. The walk 
takes in around 7 miles of 
some most beautiful and 
breathtaking scenery (you 
can almost see the Parish 
Room from Hill Top) and 
retraces the walk 
undertaken many years ago 
when parishioners would 
Beat the Bounds of their 
Parish to check that no 
encroachments had taken 
place! 
 

Last year the National 
Childrens Homes (NCH) 
held a sponsored walk 
around the route of the 
Parish walk and apparently 
it was a great success and 
much enjoyed by people 
who had come from 
different parts of Durham to 
take part.   
 
The NCH organised a 
means of people doing half 
the walk if they were unable 
to go the whole 7 miles and 
would like to repeat the 
walk this year. The NCH 
has now approached the 
Parish Council with a 
request to invite local 
residents to obtain 
sponsorship forms for the 
walk in order to raise funds 
for their charity. 
 
The NCH had hoped to get 
some sponsored local 
walkers last year but 
unfortunately no one 
“stepped” forwarded. 

 

Well now’s the time to put 
things right and give your 
support to the NCH to help 
children, young people and 
their families throughout the 
North East.  If you would 
like to sponsor them on the 
walk, or obtain further 
details of who they and 
what they do, then please 
feel free to call or email 
them as follows:- 
Jennie Collins 
Regional Fundraiser 
Tel/Fax 01207 571691 
Mobile 07906 808621 
jennie.collins@nch.org.uk
or visit NCH's website on 
www.nch.org.uk 
 
NCH helps the children who 
need it the most and is one 
of the UK's leading 
children's charities. Through 
more than 500 projects they 
work with over 100,000 
vulnerable children, young 
people and their families to  

Jack Drum Art performing Little Red Riding Hood and her amazing 
Grandmother 

mailto:jennie.collins@nch.org.uk
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ensure they reach their full 
potential.  
 
The walk starts at 1.30pm 
from the Lanchester Valley 
Walk Car Park in Langley 
Park, with a short break for 
refreshments at the Quebec 
Village Hall. It is anticipated 
that we will arrive back at 
around 5.30pm. Our leader 
for the walk will be local 
resident Chris Bloor. 
 
AND YET ANOTHER 
WALK………… 

Going to Ruin!  

This is a walk of about 4 
miles starting at the 
entrance to Diggerland. 
Take the path along the 
side of Diggerland, going 
across the Browney and up 
to the main Lanchester 
road. Cross this road 
(taking care – it’s very 
busy!) and go about 150 
metres to the left and into 
the field at the footpath 
sign. There is a good track 
leading up the field.  Take 
the right fork after 300 
metres and continue to the 
Burnhope road. Cross the 
road and continue on the 
footpath.  As you go up the 
hill you will pass Langley 
Old Hall on your left. This 
was built in the 16th century 
by Henry, Lord Scrope of 
Bolton. In the 18th century it 
was abandoned and is now 
just a ruin in the wood, 
overgrown with ivy. 
 
As you continue up the hill 
do look round at the view 
first across the Browney 
valley then as you get 
higher, across to Weardale 
and Teesdale. At the top of 

the hill turn right along the 
road for 600 metres, then 
right again down the track 
to Broom House farm.  
Pass the first farm building, 
turn left and then right 
following the track between 
the two farm houses (there 
is a waymark).  The lane 
doglegs down the hill for 
about 800 metres. When it 
turns left towards a house, 
you turn right (waymarked 
again on the electricity pole) 
and follow the field 
boundary down past the 
wood.  In the corner of the 
field go right through the 
gate into the wood, turn left 
after 50 metres along the 
grass path, then right after a 
further 100 metres. Cross 
the stile into the field and 
turn immediately left. This 
path will bring you past 
another farm building on 
your left and out on the road 
at Kaysburn roundabout.  
From there you can walk 
back into Langley Park. 
 
If you want to extend your 
walk to about 6 miles go 
into Witton Gilbert then 
back to the railway walk via 
Witton church. Alternatively 
you can backtrack over the 
walk described in issue 6 of 
Esh Leaves, returning via 
the ruins of Beaurepaire to 
make a walk of about eight 
and a half miles. 
 
AND ANOTHER WALK 

Linda Nelson from 
Frosterley has organised a 
sponsored Walk in aid of 
Cancer Research and ME 
on Saturday 8th May 
starting from the Black Bull 
in Frosterley at 10.00am. 

If interested contact Linda 
on 01388 528202. 
 

Parish Council Meetings  

All Meetings commence at 
7.00pm (excepting when 
following the Annual 
Assembly and the Annual 
General Meeting) in the 
Parish Room, Church Street 
Community Centre.  
 
Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the non 
confidential part of the 
Agenda and there is an 
opportunity to raise matters  
of interest at the end of this 
part of the Agenda.  
 
Next Meetings 
 
13th April 2004 Annual 
Assembly followed by the 
Monthly Meeting 
11th May  2004 Annual 
General Meeting followed 
by the Monthly Meeting 
 8th June 2004 Monthly 
Meeting 
 13th July  2004 Monthly 
Meeting 

Annual Audit 

The Parish Council’s 
accounts for 2002/03 have 
now been approved by the 
District Auditor. 
A copy of the relevant 
Certificate was displayed at 
various locations throughout 
the Parish together with  
some background notes 
provided by the Parish  
Council. No issues were 
identified by the Auditor. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 



7 March 2004 
 

Threat to remove BT 
public payphones 
withdrawn for the time 
being or has it? 
 
In the November edition we 
advised readers that the 
Parish Council received a 
notice concerning BT’s 
proposed removal of the 2 
payphones near the Board 
Inn and outside 27 Park 
Drive, Langley Park. The 
Council objected to their 
removal on social grounds 
and we are pleased to 
report that for the time 
being BT has decided not to 
remove these payphones 
although the situation will 
be kept under review. The 
message is quite simple 
USE THEM OR LOSE 
THEM.
Shortly after writing this 
article the editor arranged 
for photographs to be taken 
of the payphones. No 
problems with the one 
outside the Board – here it 
is in all its splendour. 
 

Unfortunately all we could 
find at Park Drive was a 
vacant plot – it appears that 
the box was removed in 
error by BT but we have 

been assured that an order 
has been placed for a 
replacement. 
 
Tree and hedgerow 
planting along Kaysburn 
Road 
 
Residents will have noticed 
that some major tree and 
hedge planting work has 
been carried out along 
Kaysburn Road. This was a 
joint initiative by Esh Parish 
Council, Durham County 
Council, and local farmer 
Jamie Atkinson. The 
scheme was prepared by 
Durham Wildlife Services, in 
conjunction with the 
Landscape Manager at 
Durham County Council. 
Planting was undertaken by 
E. Swinburn and Son, 
Marley Hill. The majority of 
the funding came from a 
Field Boundary Restoration 
Grant and a Tree Week 
award from the County 
Council. 
 
Readers should start to see 
the first green shoots 
shortly and who knows by 
2075 we should have our 
own boulevard as we 
approach Langley Park 
from the Kaysburn 
roundabout! 
 
The Recreation Ground 
 
In the November 2003 
edition of Esh Leaves we 
mentioned that the 
Recreation Ground might 
be designated, by Durham 
County Council, as Durham 
Wildlife Site. We are now 
able to report that the area 
has now been designated.  
For those residents not 
familiar with the site it lies to 

the east of Bridgeway and 
Park Drive and used to be a 
recreation ground, with 
sports pitches and pavilion, 
although these uses were 
abandoned some years 
ago. The site is now 
covered by varying amounts 
of heather, mat grass, 
tormentil, heath bedstraw, 
birds foot trefoil and several 
other types of grass. 
 
Now that the designation 
has been agreed the Parish 
Council hopes to have early 
discussions with the 
Durham Wildlife Trust on 
the way forward and a 
management strategy for 
the site. 
 
Play areas 
 
The Parish Council has 
appointed a local Contractor 
to visit the Esh and Quebec 
sites on a monthly basis to 
check the equipment and to 
carry out routine repairs and 
maintenance. In addition 
the Council’s grass cutting 
contractor has been asked 
to report on any problems 
whilst on site. 
 
We would however ask all 
residents in these areas to 
keep an eye on these play 
areas and to report any 
matters requiring attention 
to the Parish Clerk on 0191 
3736687. 
 
Having said that if any 
resident is prepared to act 
in a voluntary capacity in 
carrying out a visual 
inspection, on a daily basis, 
and to phone in if there are 
any problems (e.g. illegal 
tipping, broken fences etc) 
would they please let us 
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know at the aforementioned 
number.   
 
Budget 2004/05 
 
Readers may have noticed 
the Annual Audit 2002/03 
Certificate displayed at 
various locations throughout 
the Parish in February and 
early March. 
 
The Certificate carried a 
notice that the Parish 
Council’s balances had 
fallen substantially and that 
they were likely to fall again 
this year (2003/04) to 
around £43,000, which 
includes nearly £20,000 
earmarked for the 
maintenance of the new or 
upgraded play areas 
proposed in Esh, Quebec 
and Langley Park.  
 
Whilst the balances might 
appear healthy residents 
need to be aware that the 
District Council is reviewing 
its annual Contribution to 
Parish Councils. It is 
possible therefore that Esh 
Parish Council’s share of 
the Contribution, of just over 
£12,000, might not be 
guaranteed.  
 
It goes without saying that 
this could have serious 
implications to the Parish 
Council’s finances.  
 
The Parish Council will be 
discussing the situation with 
the District Council and we 
will keep residents informed 
as to developments. In the 
meantime the Parish 
Council has increased its 
Precept for 2004/05 by 
4.9%. 
 

ILLEGAL DUMPING/FLY 
TIPPING 
 
We have often referred to 
illegal tipping. Sadly the 
practice continues and it’s 
time for action. 
 

Here is one dump which 
has appeared on the track 
leading to the allotments 
next to Langley Park Cricket 
ground. If anyone knows 
who is responsible please 
contact 01207 218795 on 
this or other fly tipping sites.  
 
Remember that illegal 
dumping is totally 
unacceptable and could 
lead to investigation and 
prosecution.  
 
Rather than fly tip why not 
go to the Morrison Busty 
Civic Amenity site which is 
open 7 days a week, 
8.00am to 4.30pm. 
 

How God Works by 
Stephen Howatt 
 
Once you; become a 
Christian as a result of 
ALPHA or whatever then to 
have an encounter of God 
is to get drunk on the Holy 
Spirit.  Just breathe or drink 
it in and it is possible to do 
it, and it makes you laugh a 
lot and it’s free!  You can 

also ask for the gift of 
tongues and only God 
understands it.  When you 
mature you get pictures and 
prophecy.  These are all 
gifts of the spirit. 
 

FROM THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD 
OFFICE 
 
Gardening Services 
 
£30,000 was set aside by 
the District Council to pilot a 
garden service for older 
vulnerable Council house 
tenants. 
 
The qualifying criteria was 
the tenant must be of 
pensionable age with no 
one, living with them, who 
can reasonably be expected 
to do their garden. The 
service is a basic, tidy up, 
cut grass, trim 
hedges/bushes and to 
remove rubbish. The District 
Council tried to identify all 
tenants of that age living in 
properties with their own 
gardens and wrote to them 
early last summer. Once the 
replies had been received it 
was decided to use the 
£30,000 in order to finance 
the pilot scheme. With use 
of the £30,000 the District 
Council was able to provide 
the service, free of charge, 
to all those qualifying who 
had expressed an interest. 
 
The pilot area included, 
Lanchester, Langley Park & 
Esh Winning. All those 
qualifying from Langley 
Park should already be 
getting their gardens done. 

DISTRICT COUNCIL NEWS

ALPHA 
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More money has been 
made available and it has 
been agreed to expand the 
scheme, from April, to cover 
all Derwentside and to 
review the service in the 
Autumn 2004.  
 
It is currently the District 
Council’s wish to provide 
the service, with no charge 
to the tenants receiving it, 
although in the future a 
charge could be introduced. 
As currently the service is 
funded through the housing 
revenue account it is only 
available to Council tenants. 
 
If any Council house tenant 
requires any further 
information they should 
contact Alan Tubman on 
0191 3735467. 
 
The Neighbourhood 
Office 
 
Housing Officers based at 
Langley Park cover the 
Langley Park, Esh Winning, 
Lanchester, Satley and 
Burnhope areas. We have 
sub offices at Lanchester 
open Tuesday, Thursday &  
 

Friday, Burnhope on 
Wednesday mornings and a 
surgery at Esh Winning 
every other Wednesday 
morning.  
 
The Office is open to the 
public Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. The 
Office is open 8.30 - 12.30 
and 13.30 - 16.45 (with the 
cashiers office closing at 
4pm daily) and there is an 
answerphone available to 
leave messages when the 
Office is closed.  
 
The Office can take 
payments for rent, council 
tax, non domestic rates and 
household goods removal, 
pest control etc. As well as 
dealing with Housing 
Enquiries (repairs, housing 
applications, homelessness, 
rent and housing benefit) 
we also deal with the full 
range of enquiries regarding 
all Council Services. If an 
enquiry cannot be dealt with 
directly by staff within the 
office then, advice and 
assistance will be given.  
 

Throughout the summer 
months we provide a basic 
gardening equipment hire 
service. We provide free 
"doggy bags" (for dog 
waste) and free recycling 
(clothing, towels, curtains 
etc) bags. We are expecting 
a supply of the free energy 
saving light bulbs, though 
we have additional bulbs for 
sale as we have additional 
recycling Green Boxes for 
sale.  
 
On alternate Thursday 
mornings a member of staff 
from the Pension Service is 
available in the Office from 
9.30 - 12.30 and is available 
to give advice and 
assistance by appointment 
(ring 01207 291007 for an 
appointment)  
There is also a new repairs 
FREEPHONE number 0800 
7839295  
 
The future of the Housing 
Service provision, and 
within that the future of the 
Neighbourhood Offices in 
general, is still being 
discussed and cannot be 
confirmed at this stage.  
The Neighbourhood Office, 
in Langley Park, is an 
important community 
resource and we would 
encourage the local 
community to use it as 
much as possible.  
 
We would welcome input 
and comments from local 
people on our services. 

Alan Tubman 

Langley Park Neighbourhood Office 

If you have an article for 
Esh Leaves please email 
aparishclerk@aol.com  
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FROM LEISURE 
SERVICES 
Outreach Schemes 
We are piloting some of our 
trips as outreach schemes 
this Easter.  The idea is that 
we normally pick up 
centrally at the Louisa 
Centre in Stanley and Belle 
Vue Leisure Centre in 
Consett, then get on our 
way, but during the Easter 
holidays we'll pick up en 
route too.  The trip we have 
going through Langley Park 
is a family trip to Kinderland 
in North Yorkshire.  During 
the summer we had 288 
individuals go on this trip 
and the feedback was 
incredible so we're running 
it again.   
Stop off for Kinderland 
We are piloting a new 
scheme over the Easter 
holidays that will enable 
some rural communities the 
chance to join with trips and 
activities normally accessed 
only by way of pick up 
points at leisure centres in 
Consett and Stanley.  
One of the first of these is 
being offered on Tuesday 
6th April, giving Langley 
Park families  
the chance to go to the 
Forbidden Garden, the No.1 
tourist attraction in 
Yorkshire that boasts secret 
passageways, mazes, 
grottos and places that 
puzzle and confuse. 
Anyone visiting the 
attraction is sworn to 
secrecy, so its unlikely that 
you'll ever find out what it's 
all about unless you go.  
 
Take your chance!  The 

kids will love it! The pick up 
point will be Langley Park 
library and the trip will cost 
£8 for transport and 
admission into the attraction 
for both adults and children. 
 Anyone interested in 
booking, should ring Leisure 
Services on 01207 218899 
to secure their place.  Much 
of the attraction is outdoors 
so remember to wear 
suitable footwear and warm 
clothes if cold on the day.  A 
cafe service is available on 
site but a packed lunch can 
be taken if preferred.  
 
Saturday Movie Club 
If you haven't tried it before 
- isn't it time you gave it a 
whirl! In fact what about 
organising a regular 
Saturday outing with friends 
and family?  
The Saturday Movie Club 
operates all year round at 
both the Lamplight Arts 
Centre in Stanley and the 
Empire Theatre in Consett 
and, with admission at only 
£1 for adults and children, 
it's an affordable activity 
giving you the chance to get 
the weekend off to a fun 
start.   Each week is a real 
treat with U's and PG's 
screened at 10.30 a.m. in 
the morning, in a safe 
friendly environment. For a 
full movie club programme 
tel. 01207 21853.  Children 
under 8 years should be 
supervised by a responsible 
adult of 16 years or over.  
 
Easter Activities 

Derwentside's Easter 2004 
Guide will be distributed 
through schools across the 
district from 15th March 

onwards.  The guide is full 
of information about arts, 
sports, play activities and 
cinema, aimed at children, 
young people and families. 
Extra copies of the 
publication will be available 
around the same time from 
Leisure Marketing on 01207 
218530.  
 
Also - Cinema Info:  Looney 
Tunes will be on at the 
Lamplight in Stanley and 
The Cat In The Hat will be 
on at the Empire over the 
Easter holidays. 
 

ADVERTISEMENTS 
Would you like to gain the Midas 
qualification? 

 
A Community Transport group are 

looking for volunteer drivers, weekdays, 
evenings or weekends-hours to suit 
yourselves-whatever you can spare.  

 
Ordinary licence only required-MIDAS 

training available. 
 

To find out more call 01913737492 
 
F

Langley Park 
Community Information 

Point 
We can now provide the Public 

with housing advice via a 
direct link to a housing officer 

from Derwentside Council. 
 

Every Wednesday 
 2pm - 3:30pm 

At the Tute, 
 Langley Park 
or more adverts see page 29 
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A New Library for Langley 
Park – Progress Report 
 
A further report has now 
been approved by the 
County Council’s Cabinet 
which ruled out using part of 
the Langley Park Primary 
School site but authorised 
officers to continue 
examining the use of the 
Church Street Community 
Centre premises and the 
potential cost of the 
purchase of land for a new 
building within the car park 
attached to the old Fire 
Station site. 
It is understood that the 
County Council will be 
contacting the Parish 
Council, the Community 
Association and the EQUaL 
Partnership to discuss 
these options. Watch this 
space for further 
information.  
 
Pedestrian Refuge 
 
Following another 
consultation exercise we 
are advised that the County 
Council will be seeking an 
Order to proceed with some 
Traffic Management 
measures in Front Street, 
Langley Park.  
 
The proposals include:- 

1) A No Waiting At Any 
Time area fronting 
the Nursing Home, 
Surgery and 10-11 
Browney Court 

2)  A Loading Bay - 
Loading Only, 
9.00am – 5.00pm 

Monday – Saturday 
between 32-34 Front  

 Street  
 

3)  A Pedestrian Refuge 
between 25 Front 
Street and 10-11 
Browney Court 

 
We understand that the 
most easterly of the two 
possible refuges suggested 
in the most recent 
consultation, opposite 13 
Front Street was 
abandoned following 
comments from the Police, 
and the County Council’s 
Public Transport Group, in 
relation to its position with 
the bus stop, and also from 
residents. 
 
Speed Cameras 
 
We understand that early in 
the new financial year it is 
proposed to use a "speed 
visor" sign at 2 sites on the 
main road through Langley 
Park to encourage reduced 
speeds. The sign is 
activated by a vehicle 
travelling over 30 mph and 
illustrates the actual speed 
with a message to slow. 
You have been warned! 
 

Langley Park & District 
Community Association 
(responsible for running The 
Institute (Church Street 
Community Centre) and 
Wood View Community 
Centre, Langley Park)

By the time you read this, 
the long saga of the 

replacement heating system 
at the Institute (Church 
Street Community Centre) 
should be over, and all 
users should be basking in 
warmth for the first time in 
months.  Briefly to explain. 
The committee (all 
volunteers) raised enough 
funding from various 
sources (including the 
EQUaL Partnership and the 
Parish Council) to replace 
the boiler and oil-fired 
heating system with gas.  
After various delays, a lot of 
them associated with 
getting heating engineers to 
come out when they had 
arranged, we went back to 
British Gas to ask to have 
the gas lead from the mains 
in Church Street to the 
boiler at the rear of the 
building.  We were told that 
the cost had increased over 
about 6 months, from 
£1,800 to £5,200 – not a 
bad rate of inflation!, and no 
good to us as we had raised 
funds based on the original 
quote.    There then ensued 
weeks of telephone calls, 
letters and more calls to 
people who had promised 
to phone back and didn’t.  
There were calls and letters 
to our MP, the Ombudsman 
and numerous calls to 
British Gas.  We were led to 
believe that only one 
company was able to lead 
the gas into the premises – 
this turned out not to be 
true, but resulted in us 
losing at least four months 
when the heating could 
have been up and running – 
and in the coldest months 
for our users. 
 
At the time of writing, the 
system has just been 

LANGLEY PARK & 
DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
NEWS 
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“commissioned” and 
hopefully all will be well.  
And now - no rest for 
volunteers - we continue 
pursuing the builder we 
have appointed to install a 
ramp at the entrance to the 
Institute to make it 
accessible for all, and to 
write numerous other 
funding applications for 
essential repairs and 
activities for both the 
Institute and Wood View 
Community Centre. 
 
Thanks to our funders (the 
Parish Council and the 
Neighbourhood Renewal 
Fund through EQUaL), and 
to all who helped settle the 
gas saga.  A big THANK 
YOU must go to all users of 
the Institute for their 
forbearance over the last 
few months. 
IT @ the ‘Tute We have six 
computers, and a new 
Community Information 
Point, funded by Durham 
County Council, and a 
number of learner sessions 
available, either free or at 
very low cost.  To help 
young people with their 
homework, we also have 
Encarta Encyclopaedia on 
5 computers.  For further 
details contact Alison 
Spenceley on 0191 373 
1876.  Opening times are 
displayed at the Church 
Street Community Centre. 
 
Forthcoming Activities 
 
We plan to hold a Table 
Top sale in the coming 
months.  Anyone interested 
in hiring a table (individual 
or groups), should contact 
Alison Spenceley on 0191 
373 1876. 

The Kosh in TWENTIETH 
CENTURY GIRLS 
 
The two performers tango, 
tap, waltz and even disco, 
through a sound track of 
sound bites from 
momentous events 
including Neil Armstrong 
speaking as he takes the 
first steps on the moon, the 
Kennedy assassination, 
Watergate, the miners strike 
and Earl Spencer’s address 
at Princess Diana’s funeral. 
 
Audience: Ages 16+ 
Wood View Community 
Centre, Langley Park. 
Tuesday 6th April 7.30p.m. 
 
The MsFits Theatre 
Company presents 
WOMEN ON THE VERGE 
OF A T-JUNCTION 

Brand new comedy drama 
 
Meet three women, three 
generations, three agendas, 
all on the verge of a T-
junction. 
 
Activities for children and 
young people   
At Wood View Community 
Centre, we now have a 
newly tarmaced school 
yard, and would like it to be 
used for activities for 
children and young people 
particularly.   So, all you 
young uns (and parents) let 
us know what kind of 
activities you’d like, e.g. 
children’s go-karting, etc, 
and we’ll do our best to 
provide them. 
 
Time to spare? If you’d be 
interested in helping to run 
our two buildings – Wood 
View or Church Street even 

for an hour or two now and 
then, to take tickets on the 
door at events, or sell teas, 
please get in touch with 
Alison Spenceley on 373 
1876. 
 

Pharmacy helps local 
people kick the habit 
People in the Durham 
area can now seek help 
from a local pharmacy to 
kick the smoking habit 
 
Staff from M&M Chemists in 
Meadowfield, Durham are 
the first pharmacists in the 
Durham and 
Chester-le-Street Primary 
Care Trust (PCT) area to 
help local people to quit 
smoking. 
Three of the Pharmacy 
Technicians and two 
Pharmacists have been 
trained by Durham and 
Chester-le-Street PCT's 
Smoking Cessation team as 
Smoking Cessation 
Advisors.  
This means that local 
people who want to quit 
smoking can call into the 
pharmacy and ask to either 
make an appointment with 
or speak to one of the 
trained advisors. 
The advisors spend time 
with people that want to 
stop smoking, talking to 
them about: 

- why they want to 
stop smoking  

- their smoking habit 
- their previous quit 

attempts 
- and then help to 

identify times that 
may pose a problem. 

YOUR HEALTH 
MATTERS 
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In going through this 
process and asking the 
client to come up with the 
answers they are helping to 
change the persons views 
on smoking and help them 
to identify the reasons why 
they want to stop.   By 
preparing clients they are 
more likely to be successful 
in the long term. 
Once the person has 
reached a stage where they 
want to set a date for 
stopping the Pharmacist will 
issue Nicotine Replacement 
Therapy (NRT) to aid the 
attempt. NRT is proven to 
double a persons chance of 
stopping smoking. 
Iain Miller, Smoking 
Cessation Advisor for 
Durham and Chester-le-
Street Primary Care Trust, 
said:  "Pharmacists in the 
area have been involved via 
the voucher scheme since 
the services were launched 
in 2000 and already offer 
advice and support whilst 
dispensing NRT via the 
voucher.  
"The PCT is now working 
with local pharmacists to 
develop their role.  M&M 
Chemists has been offering 
the smoking cessation 
service since 3 December 
and if this pilot is successful 
we hope to develop a 
similar service in other 
pharmacies in the area." 
Stewart Cant, Pharmacist at 
M&M Chemists, 
Meadowfield said: "This is a 
very rewarding scheme to 
be involved in. So far our 
team has advised seven 
clients, several of whom 
have successfully stopped 
smoking for several weeks 
now.  Response to the 
scheme has been very 

positive, particularly the 
easy access to an advisor." 
 
Local People to comment 
on plans to modernise 
adult mental health 
services  
 
Local people are being 
asked for their views on 
proposals for modernising 
adult mental health services 
in the north of Durham. 
 
The proposals focus on 
providing more choice for 
people with mental health 
problems, enabling them to 
get the care and treatment 
they need, where and when 
they need it.  
 
For many people this will 
mean supporting them in 
their own home and giving 
them an alternative to 
hospital care.  
 
For a relatively small 
number of people who need 
admission to hospital to 
receive their treatment as 
an in-patient, it will mean 
ensuring that they are cared 
for in an environment that 
has been designed to meet 
their health care needs. 
The key proposals are: 
 
• To develop and extend 

community based 
services to provide 
care and treatment 24 
hours a day, seven 
days a week. 
(Currently most 
services are only 
available Monday to 
Friday, 9am-5pm.) 

 

• To provide a new 
purpose-built in-patient 
unit for the north of 
Durham, which would 
replace the outdated 
County   Hospital       in 
Durham  City  and   the  
Allensford  Ward at the  
Derwent  Clinic 
Shotley  Bridge. 

 
• To provide dedicated 

rehabilitation services 
and nurse managed 
beds (for people 
experiencing a crisis) 
in Derwentside.  

 
A series of open meetings 
is being held in Durham and 
Chester-le-Street and 
Derwentside in March to 
give people the opportunity 
to  find out more about 
these proposals and give 
their comments on them. 
Durham and Chester-le-
Street and Derwentside 
PCTs want local people to 
be involved in this important 
project, which will determine 
the future of mental health 
services in the north of 
Durham.  
 
That's why we are asking 
local residents, users and 
carers for their views on the 
proposals and inviting them 
to come along to a series of 
open meetings across the 
area during March.     

Local people are invited to 
come along to one of the  
meetings listed in the box  
below: 
 

22/3/04 10.00am - 12 noon  Durham County Cricket Ground, Chester le Street
22/3/04   2.00pm - 4.00pm   Out of school room, Louisa Centre, Stanley 
23/3/04   6.30pm - 8.30pm   Lamplight Art Centre, Stanley 
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A few words from the Police 
to round off the year and 
give readers an idea of 
what is going on in the area 
at this time. 
On the 2nd December three 
males were 'caught' illegally 
fishing at the weir of the 
River Browney at the top of 
Wallnook Lane. The men, 
all from Bearpark, were 
reported for offences under 
the Salmon and Fisheries 
Act by representatives of 
the Environment Agency. 
 
A drunken male was 
arrested for causing a 
disturbance in the Prime 
Pizzashop on 11th 
December. He became 
abusive to staff and was 
detained by an off duty 
Durham Police Officer. 
 
Residents are advised to 
keep garages and sheds as 
secure as possible following 
two break-ins in January. A 
garage was entered in 
Beamish Close and a motor 
scooter stolen, which was 
later found abandoned on 
the Earl of Durham 
Allotments.  
 
Also the shed of a house in 
Davis Crescent was broken 
into, three fishing rods and 
two reels were stolen along 
with some tools. 
Regular complaints are 
received regarding off-road 
motorbikes and 'boy racers' 
in the area of the Riverside 
Industrial Estate. Several 
tickets and warnings have 
been issued but the 
problem persists. 
Please continue to report  
 

anything suspicious to 
Police via 01207 504204 or  
 
if an emergency dial 999, 
also remember information 
can be given anonymously 
to the Crimestoppers 
system on 0800 555 111. 
 
PC 1161 Alan Patterson 
 
Mobile Police Office 

Residents might have 
noticed the presence of a 
mobile police office in some 
of our villages. 

Current indications are that 
this will become a regular 
deployment, taking place 
roughly every eight weeks 
although we await 
confirmation on this. 

The Police expect to deploy 
the unit back into Langley 
Park over the next few 
weeks as 
part of a trial of the new 
patrol schedule, but cannot 
give any firm dates at the 
moment, nor can they 
guarantee that future visits 
will be exactly at eight 
weekly intervals. 
 
The Police encourage 
anyone seeing the mobile 
police station in the area to 
visit it for advice, and to 
share any concerns they 
may have from a crime and 
disorder point of view. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch 
 
If anyone is interested in 
setting up a Neighbourhood  
 

Watch in their area would 
they please contact Brian 
Donkin on 01207 232144 
ext 2543. 
 
Remember Getting together 
with your neighbours to take 
action can cut crime. It is 
one of the biggest and most 
successful crime prevention 
initiatives ever. 
 

The Langley Park W.I. 
Group meets in the Wood 
View Community Centre on 
the second Tuesday of 
every month, except 
August, at 7.00p.m.  We 
have a variety of speakers 
and demonstrations and 
competitions every month, 
and we have outings three 
times a year. 

We are looking for new 
members to join us.  For 
further information ring 
0191 3731280. 

Many thanks.   

Eileen Bowyer. 

 

Due to lack of space the 
following have been held 
over:- 
 
Quality Parish Councils 
Planning Matters – Other 
types of Application 
New bus turning area at 
Stringer Terrace. 
 

POLICE REPORT 

LANGLEY PARK W.I. 

ITEMS HELD OVER TO 
THE JULY EDITION 



 

Commanding a prominent 
position overlooking the 
Browney Valley the lights of 
this charming old hostelry 
would have been a very 
welcome sight to the weary 
traveller on those dark 
nights before the arrival of 
the motor car. 
 
Standing high above 
Langley Park, those same 
lights would also have been 
a beckoning call to the 
villagers in the valley below, 
even though they knew it 
was a canny old climb up 
the “Silly Steps” to Hill Top. 
But those steps wouldn’t 
deter them, for they had 
good knowledge of the 
warm hospitality awaiting 
them at the Board Inn.  
 
Just along the road from 
Esh village, this grand old 
Inn was taken over by local 
man Jim O’Connor and his 
son Patrick in September 
last year, and since then it 
has undergone massive 
refurbishment. 
 
So, after all these changes 
my wife and I decided we 
would like to experience the 
ambience of this grand old 
Inn, but we gave the “Silly 
Steps” a miss this time and 
took the easy route, by car. 
 
It would be my very first 
visit, and before I had even 
entered the door I was 
bowled over by the stunning 
night-time view of 
thousands of sparkling 
lights stretching as far as  
 

the 
dow
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A WARM WELCOME 
New Board Inn
eye could see up and 
n the valley below. 

 often hear people talk 
t old world charm; well, 
entered that door there 
as in abundance.  A 
 and welcoming 
sphere greeted me 

 subdued lighting and 
les everywhere, but the 
l was something else.  
utifully prepared and 
ed to perfection, ably 

sted by their most 
lar wine, we were 

sported into that  

delightful world of taste and  
mouth-watering aromas, 
with the occasional gentle 
mutterings of satisfaction. 
 
I talked to John Handley, 
who came all the way from 
Sheffield to take up his 
position as Manager, and 
he just loves it here.  He 
told me how friendly the 
local people are, but 
confessed he was having a 
bit of a struggle getting 
used to the local accent. 
 

An undated old photograph of the original Board Inn.  The 
section nearest the road is smaller here, years later it was 
widened to the double front we see today.
15 March 2004 
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After the meal we had a 
chat with Jim O’Connor and 
his wife Dorothy, and it 
soon became obvious that 
this was a truly family 
enterprise, as their son 
Patrick is married to the  
Manager’s daughter, 
Melanie.  Patrick used to 
play for the famous Durham 
Wasps ice hockey team. 
Eventually he joined the 
Sheffield Steelers, and after 
every match the team all 
piled into the British Oak 
pub, where he met his 
future wife Melanie, whose 
father was the pub landlord.  
 
A few days later I went back 
to the New Board Inn to 
have a more in-depth 
conversation with Jim 
O’Connor about the Inn’s 
history and the amount of 
work done in the upgrade. 
 
He told me that during the 
alterations it was decided to 
move the bar further back, 
but that would mean the 
cellar entrance would also 
have to be moved. This 
presented a major problem, 
because the Board Inn was 
built on sandstone. 
 
Not to be put off by a bit of 
sandstone they set to work 
with a pneumatic drill, 
chisels, a pickaxe, and 
mechanical digger, and 
when this laborious task 
was finally done they had 
moved about 30 tons of 
stone to create a new flight 
of steps and passageway 
from the new hatch to the 
old cellar, a distance of 
about four metres. 
 
Then our conversation 
turned to the Board Inn’s  

 

history.  Jim told me he has 
heard that the Board Inn 
goes as far as back the 
1500’s, and in 1799, when 
the nearby land was bought 
to build Ushaw College it 
included the Board Inn on 
Hill Top, and the following 
year the Board Inn was 
sold. 
 
Jim then enthusiastically 
told me about their exciting 
plans for the future.  
A Marquee will be erected 
behind the Inn to be used 
for various functions, the 
first one being the start of a 
Folk Music Club. Then a 
Beer Garden will be added  
to an area on the Esh side 
of the Inn, capturing the 
magnificent views across 
the valley.  Also a children’s 
play area will be created 
that will be in sight of the 
Beer Garden, and a 
Conservatory is also on the 
agenda. 
 

I left the New Board Inn 
filled with admiration for this 
close and friendly family 
who are doing their utmost 
to make this delightful Inn 
one of the top venues of the 
North East, where you can 
be sure of a warm and 
friendly welcome. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
 

Notes from Langley Park 
Primary School 

Once Upon a Toadstool 

On the16th and 18th of 
December, Key Stage 2 
children performed our 
Christmas Play – “Once 
Upon A Toadstool.” 
 
It was a story of magic and 
adventure. Three children 
were searching for treasure 
in Dingle Woods at 
midnight. Now, as everyone 
knows, midnight is the 
magical hour and the 
intrepid explorers stumbled 
on much more than they 
bargained for! 
 
They met all sorts of 
magical creatures – Elves, 
Fairies, Pixies, sandmen 
and much, much more !!!   
 
The three children were 
helped by the Guardians of 
the Woods, Starlight and 
Moonshine.  
The rehearsals were hard 
work and we had lots of 
lines and songs to learn, but 
we had great fun doing it.  
 
Our costumes were 
fabulous, and our new 

Manager John Handley and his wife Kath 
in the newly dug passage to the cellar 
behind 

SCHOOL REPORTS 
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sound and lighting systems 
made a big difference to the 
Performance. 
 
Once Upon A Toadstool. 
was a huge success!!!!!!! 
 
By Emma and Rebecca.  
 
We All got a Medal 
 
On Friday, 23rd January, 
our girls’ football teams 
attended the first 
Presentation Evening for 
the Durham County Junior 
Girls’ Mini Soccer League. It 
was held at Peterlee. The 
Club provided a free bus, 
and some of our parents 
and families came along. 
 
The Presentation Evening 
celebrated the League’s 
very first season. Our Club 
– The Badgers – played two 
Under 10 teams, two Under 
12 teams, an Under 14 
team and an Under 16 
team.  More than 40 teams 
took part in the league, and 
every player was presented 
with a medal on Friday 
night. Our under 16 team 
came in 2nd place and won 
the Runners up trophy for 
our club.  We all cheered 
them really loudly when 
they went up for their 
trophies and medals!  It was 
really exciting. 
 
After the Presentation, there 
was a great disco and we 
all got onto the stage to 
dance.  We all had a great 
evening.  Now we are 
looking forward to the next 
season, beginning in March.  
 
Leanne, Amy and Lauren 

A Chinese Visitor 

or Zhong Guo Lai Fang 
Ren Yuan 

On the 2nd of February, Lip 
Lee came to visit Langley 
Park Primary School. He 
came to teach us how to do 
Chinese calligraphy. He told 
us that in China, important 
documents are written from 
top to bottom and from right 
to left. He showed us a 
Chinese book which looked 
back to front to us.  It was 
amazing! 
 
Lip Lee showed us how 
Chinese people write. He 
wrote his name using 
Chinese symbols. We learnt 
how to do the symbols 
using brushes that were 
made out of bamboo, with 
animal-hair bristles. You 
have to hold the brush 
vertically.  It is quite difficult. 
We used real Chinese rice 
paper, which is made out of 
bamboo and rice mixed 
together. Eventually, we all 
made a Chinese card.  It 
was a really interesting 
lesson. 
 
by Liam 
 
Paul Mooney Visit 
 
BBC Weather forecaster, 
Paul Mooney, visited 
Langley Park Primary 
School. The younger 
children asked him 
questions about being on 
the TV, and his job. The 
older children had many 
questions about the role of 
weather balloons and 
satellites in predicting the 
weather. Everyone wanted 
to know if it was going to 

snow on Christmas day. 
Paul would not commit 
himself at first, but after a 
little persuading he said he 
thought it was unlikely. He 
was right! 
 

Later, Paul switched on the 
Christmas tree lights in the 
village. 
 
A visit to Middleton-in-
Teesdale. 
 
In November, the Year 5 
pupils from Langley Park 
Primary School made an 
educational visit to 
Middleton-in-Teesdale 
study centre. The pupils 
really enjoyed all the 
activities there and 
learned a great deal 
about the area around 
Middleton. Here are the 
activities that two of the 
pupils recall as being 
their favourites: 
Rebecca enjoyed the scenic 
walks. 
“As we neared the top of 
Kirkcarrion it got very steep, 
Mrs. Gillings told us a story 
about Prince Carryn. 
On Wednesday we went to 
High Force. It was beautiful 
and very powerful. On our 
way back we went along the 
Pennine Way and across 
the Wynch Bridge.” 
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Louisa enjoyed the 
orienteering and the 
Town Trail in Middleton. 
She also thought the 
fossil hunting in the river 
was fun. 
“We went around the town 
looking for clues to 
Middleton’s past. We saw 
coal boxes, stand pipes and 
the London Lead Company 
drinking fountain. On Friday 
we went fossil hunting and I 
found one with shells all 
over it.” 
 
The visit to Middleton was a 
great success. Well done 
Year 5! 
 
Catherine Hubbick 
(formerly Dixon) 1921- 
2004  
 

On 7th January, Catherine 
Hubbick, former 
Headteacher of Langley 
Park Infant School and later 
of the Primary School, 
passed away after a long 
illness.  Then known as Mrs 
Dixon, she became 
Headteacher of the Infant 

School in 1974, and when 
the schools amalgamated in 
1980 she became 
Headteacher of the Primary 
School until she retired in 
1985. Mrs Dixon was a well 
respected Headteacher who 
spent many happy years 
serving the community.  
She loved music and 
organising the Christmas 
plays and Harvest Festivals. 
Her lively personality 
ensured that she was 
popular with pupils, staff 
and parents.  
 
Outside school, Mrs. Dixon 
was a lay preacher and an 
enthusiastic member of the 
Methodist church. With her 
husband Syd Dixon (who 
died in 1984) she was 
involved in local politics. 
After her retirement, she 
married another retired 
Headteacher, Bill Hubbick, 
with whom she spent 15 
happy years until her death.  
 
Mrs. Hubbick is mourned by 
her two daughters and five 
grandchildren, and by her 
many friends and 
colleagues. Her life was 
spent in the service of 
others, and many will others 
remember this extraordinary 
lady with affection. 
 
Dorothy Brennan 
 
Verses from Esh Laude 
RC Primary School 
 
The Spell of Doom 
 
In a deep candle-lit cave I 
make my spell 
Brewing ingredients fresh 
from hell! 
 

Udder of a Danish three-
legg’d cow 
Mashed up lightly with the 
toe of a sow 
Tonsil of a she-wolf ground 
to powder 
Vampire’s fang with snail 
chowder,  
Adenoids of a rotten fox, 
Flaming nostril of an angry 
ox, 
Beating heart of a sewer rat 
Mixed with a smelly cow 
pat. 
 
Gallstones of a snow-white 
Lemur 
Add the duest of a hyenas 
femur, 
Slivered tongue of a half 
eaten ant-eater 
Mixed with the 10 grains of 
saltpetre 
Dissected eye of an 
elephant 
Husk of a fly, a witch’s rant 
Teeth of an ailing 
Wildebeest 
Will grant the eaters a 
sumptuous feast 
 
Tarantula’s sting, underside 
of a wasp’s wing, 
Hairs of a blaspheming Jew 
–
Hear it crackle then its time 
for Yew,  
Fur o’ a boobah, caught 
from a land afar, 
Skin of a toad, squashed on 
a road 
Spine of a hedgehog, found 
in a bog. 
Cool it with baboon’s blood,  
Then the charm is firm and 
good. 
 
By Robbie O’Neill Year 5. 
 
If you have an article for 
Esh Leaves please email 
aparishclerk@aol.com  



 

My Favourite Food. 
I love you, mashed potato, 
I can’t get enough… 
You’re fluffy and white, 
And you sit on my plate, 
Mashed potato!  Mashed 
potato! 
I think you are great. 
 
I love you pasta 
I can’t get enough…. 
You’re squashy and 
squishy, 
You wobble around. 
Pasta!  Pasta! 
I think you are sound. 
 
By Millie. Year 2. 
 
I Know a Man 
 
I know a man called Mr Red 
He likes to lie in a smelly 
bed. 
I know a man called Mr 
Brown 
He is such a silly clown. 
I know a man called Mr Pink 
He rides to town in a sink. 
I know a man called Mr 
Green 
The silliest man I’ve ever 
seen. 
I know a man called Mr 
Gray. 
He lies in the sun all day. 
 
By Abbie.  Year 2. 
 
Leaves from Esh C of E 
School 
 
New Building 
 
In spite of having very little 
space in school, Esh C.E. 
has continued to be 
identified as a very 
successful school. Now we 
have commenced an 
exciting new phase in 
school – new classroom, 
reception area, office 

space, medical room and 
disabled facilities. 
 
The new classroom will hold 
our reception and year one 
children. We intend using 
the existing reception 
classroom for ICT. The  
 

the village of Esh just 
outside of Durham. 
Everything about our school 
is TINY, the classrooms, the 
hall, the yard…but we have 
a HUGE heart. Our school 
motto is E.S.H. – Everyone 
Smiles Here. 
 
In our school of 78 children 
split into three classes, 
heightening the children’s 
awareness of other cultures 
and lifestyles is difficult. All 
our children come from 
similar areas and 
backgrounds. However, we 
are about to broaden our 
horizons and find an 
exciting new way of 
teaching the citizenship 
element of the National 
Curriculum and other 
related subjects. 
 
During the half term holiday 
two members of our staff 
are joining a Global 
Awareness scheme to 
teach in a school in the 
TINY West African country 
of Gambia, allowing them to 

bring back first hand 
experience of life in a 
culture very different to our 
own. At the request of the 
Esh C of E School with the new building 
taking shape and the building plans provided 
by kind permission of Sylvester Ashton and 
Partners 
19 March 2004 

plans have been drawn up 
by the Diocesan Architect – 
Sylvester Ashton and  
Partners with Ancaster 
Developments the builders. 
The building is on schedule 
– they even work between 
snow showers! If all 
continues to go according to 
plan we expect to be ‘in 
residence’ by May. 
 
Gambia 
 
We are a small Church of 
England Primary School in 

Governors, we are 
partnered with a Muslim 
school allowing the 
experience of different 
religions. 
 
The staff of the school in 
Gambia will also benefit 
from this scheme when they 
make a return visit later in 
the year. 
 
The staff at our school 
recognise how vitally 
important it is for our 
children to feel that they are 
part of a ‘Worldwide Family’ 
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who have many rich and 
diverse cultures to offer. 
The visit to the Gambia will 
bring an experience to the 
children which reading a 
textbook cannot. 
 
Mike Unwin 
 

Elite Property Services 
NE Ltd 
 
Peter Smith and Alan Rose 
(both from Langley Park) 
have brought together a 
team of tradesmen and 
created a medium sized 
building company. 
 
Started as Partnership in 
April 2003 it changed to a 
Ltd Company in December 
2003. 
 
They now employ 24 people 
and are able to offer a 
service to anyone requiring 
extensions or general 
property maintenance. The 
Company liaises closely 
with Insurance Companies, 
and Loss Adjustors, and 
specialises in a quick 
response time to fire and 
flood disasters. 
 
The Company covers all 
aspects of maintenance, 
including electrical and 
mechanical, so one 
telephone number should 
deal with your 
requirements. 
 
With the approval of Elite 
Builders (who are still in 
business) they intend to 
carry on the name for many 

years as the former owners, 
after 35 years in business, 
plan to retire during the next 
financial year. 
 
We wish both Elites well for 
the future. 
 
For further information 
please see the Vacancies 
and Advert sections. 
 

New worker for Esh Ward 
 
Ken Bradshaw has been 
appointed by Derwentside 
District Council as the new 
Community Capacity worker 
for Esh Ward.  Ken has 
lived in Langley Park for ten 
years and for the past year 
has been a member of the 
EQUaL. executive and been 
involved in the new 
playground project for 
Langley Park. He was also 
involved in compiling the 
earlier editions of Esh 
Leaves. 
 
Ken said “This is a dream 
job for me as I love living in 
Esh and am really keen to 
see some new exciting 
developments in the coming 
months.  I look forward to 
working with all residents to 
make where we live, work 
and play better for all’. Ken 
will be employed by 
Derwentside D.C. for 
eighteen months and hopes 
to commence duties in April 
2004. 
 

Installation of talking bins 
in the three primary 
schools 
 
Last Autumn, EQUaL 
installed three exciting litter 
bins at our 3 local Primary 
Schools in an effort to 
educate the importance of 
placing rubbish in the right 
receptacles.  One look at 
Langley Park on a Monday 
morning shows that many 
people need educating on 
this!  The talking bins were 
in the shape of a bright red 
penguin for Langley Park, 
and bears for the Esh 
Schools.  A computerised 
voice message encourages 
children to put litter in the 
bins.  Isabelle Bradshaw, 
aged 5, a student at 
Langley Park Primary said ’I 
love putting rubbish in the 
bin as it says “Thank you” ‘. 
 
Great strides in 
developing the 
playgrounds 
 
EQUaL has won a 
Community Project 
Development Fund grant of 
£3290 to pay for a detailed 
consultation on the 
playground front.  The 
Playground Group has been 
very busy dealing with over 
140 questionnaires received 
back from schoolchildren on 
the desirability of a new 
playground in Langley Park 
and renewing the Esh and 
Quebec sites. 
 
The three schools in the 
Ward will be given the 
opportunity of having E.R.S. 
Consultants work with 
students to find out about 
their ideal playground and 
what would be practical.   

E.Q.U.a.L News 

WELCOME TO MORE 
NEW BUSINESSES IN 
LANGLEY PARK 

Visit the Parish Council website 
at 

www.eshparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Langley Park Primary will 
be looking at an area of 
land near the Cricket 
Ground (behind the 
goalpost on the eastern 
side) whereas the Esh 
schools will focus on the 
existing playgrounds of Esh 
and Quebec.  
 
If you would like to 
comment on this 
development then please 
come to the fun day event 
on Saturday 20th March 
2004 at the All Saints 
Youth Centre between 
10.30am and 1.30pm.   
 
To get in touch with EQUaL 
on any of these matters 
then telephone (lo-call) 
0845 644 0691 or email 
allofus@e-q-u-a-l.org.uk
and look out for posters 
advertising the AGM in April 
2004. 
 
Dog Litterbins 
 
By now I am sure you will 
have noticed the bright red 
dog litterbins dotted around 
Esh, Quebec and Langley 
Park.  They have been 
provided by the Equal 
Partnership with funds from 
the Community network 
fund.  We have also 
provided 4 new litterbins 
which will be getting new 
logos put on them 
eventually. 
 
PLEASE – if you are a dog 
owner – clean up after your 
dog and deposit it into the 
bins provided.  It’s not a 
very pleasant job but much 
less unpleasant than you or  
someone else stepping in it.  
Lets make our environment 

a more hygienic and 
pleasant place to live in. 
 

The Equal Executive 
Committee hold their 
monthly meeting at the 
Wood View Community 
Centre on the first Tuesday 
of each month at 7.00p.m.  
Members of the community 
are welcome to sit in on 
these meetings.  If anybody 
wishes to raise an item at 
the meeting it must first be 
logged with the secretary, 
Tracy McLeavey (0191 
3737398), prior to the 
meeting and may be 
discussed in any other 
business. 
 
The AGM will be held at 
Woodview Community 
Centre at 7pm on Tuesday 
4th May 2004.   We are 
desperately looking for 
new executive members, 
so why not join us at the 
AGM! 
 
The Secretary also holds 
two publications which can 
be signed out by community 

groups within the board.  
They are entitled “Voluntary 
but not Amateur “ and “A 
guide to Major Trusts”.  
They give information as to 
where funding for 
community projects can be 
sought. 
 

Langley Park 
 
Back in the late 1940’s a 
group of local businessmen 
clubbed together to provide 
a Christmas treat for the 
senior citizens of Langley 
Park. Little did they know 
that some 65 years later it 
would still be running 
although in need of some 
support. 
 
For many years the Colliery 
Welfare Organisation 
funded the event (including 
the use of fines levied for 
underweight tubs) and 
eventually it was taken over 
by a Committee of local 
volunteers when the 
Colliery closed in 1975. 
 
At its peak over 600 
invitations were sent out. 
Although this has fallen to 
around 400 today it still 
takes a great deal of 
organisation, apart from all 
the hard work required over 
the Party weekend to 
prepare the venue (All 
Saints Youth Centre), lay 
the tables, serve teas, wash 
up and restore the rooms to 
their original condition. All of 
this is carried out a band of 
local volunteers and our 

The dog litterbin on the outskirts 
of Langley Park 

OH WHAT LOVELY 
TREATS 

mailto:allofus@e-q-u-a-l.org.uk
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considerable thanks go to 
them all for their efforts. 
The Armstrong family have 
been regular visitors to the 
Party, firstly Ernest who 
was the local MP and then 
more recently Hilary who 
has represented the area 
since 1987. 
 
The event is always held on 
the second Saturday in 
December and this year 
around 190 residents came 
along for the usual first 
class tea, served by a team 
of dedicated local ladies, 
with musical entertainment 
from Holly Wood (ex 
Langley Park) and Ken 
Charles.  
 
To wind up the afternoon 
the Treasurer, Fred Tulip 
and the Chairman Alan 
Calvert drew the raffle, 
which included 140 prizes, 
almost one per guest! 
 
Male residents aged 65 and 
over are entitled to attend 
the Christmas Tea together 
with their wife. Ladies aged 
60 or over are also eligible. 
 
Sadly the small 
Management Committee of 
5 residents, the Chairman, 
Treasurer, Joe Gauden 
(Secretary), Committee 
members Eli Ord, Raymond 
Carr and John Coulson, 
with an average age of 72, 
now feel that unless they 
can attract some younger 
volunteers onto their 
Committee they will have to 
wind up the event. The 
problem is not helpers at 
the Party but for all the work 
which goes into preparing 
for the day.  
 

What a great shame it 
would be for this popular 
annual event to disappear 
from our calendar and 
therefore we would ask our 
readers to read on 
 

With acknowledgements to 
the War Office 

 
If any resident feels as 
though they have time to 
spare to assist, and then 
eventually take over from 
the existing Committee  

 

members, would they 
please contact Joe Gauden 
on 0191 3732055 who will 
be delighted to hear from.  
 
Go on make contact as one 
day you might miss out on 
your turn to attend this 
event! 
 
Esh 
 
The Esh Christmas Treat is 
an annual event organised 
by Edwin and Devina 
Pickersgill at the Cross 
Keys Inn. Around 40 local 
senior residents and friends 
are invited to a splendid 
lunch which is funded partly 
through a weekly Bonus 
Ball draw and partly from 
other donations. This was 
the 10th such Treat Edwin 
and Devina have arranged 
and we would like to thank 
them and their staff for all 
the hard work in giving their 
guests such a kind service 
 
This year the Parish Council 
donated a cheque for £50 

Local MP Hilary Armstrong joins the Pensioners of 
Langley Park for lunch as part of the 2003 Christmas 
treat 

LANGLEY PARK
CHRISTMAS TREAT FUND

WANTS YOU 
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and the Chairman visited 
the function to hand over 
our gift to Edwin.   
 
We have tried to capture 
the moment of this year’s 
event in the photograph on 
the right and for more 
photographs visit our web 
site. 
 

Did you know that the local 
supporters branch of 
Sunderland AFC runs 
buses to every home game 
from starting points at the 
Rams Head, Langley Park, 
the Stags Head Esh 
Winning at the Newton 
Grange in Newton Hall at 
12.30pm for matches 
starting at 3.00pm 
 

On the way to the Stadium 
of Light there are additional 
pick up points at the 
Salutation in Framwellgate 
Moor, the Grange Inn at 
Carrville and by 
arrangement the Langley 
Park bus can stop in 
Lanchester. 
 

All buses aim to reach 
Sunderland by 1.30pm. A 
return ticket costs £3 for 
adults and £2 for juniors. 
 
Why not do your bit for 
Sunderland AFC and the  
 

environment by contacting 
Harry Christian on 0191 
3733393 or 07713 332763, 
or Chris Bovill on 0191 384 
9741 or 07899 992817 
 

Local Hairdresser 
celebrates 20 years in the 
Park 
 
Julie Wordingham (‘Julie 
Scissorhands’ to her friends 
and LACE to her 
customers) has now 
celebrated 20 years of 
business in her salon based 
in the Old Cooperative 
Buildings in Langley Park. 
 
Julie has been at the 
‘cutting edge’ of her 
profession since 1965 and 
after working with various 
salons in the area she 
finally obtained her own 
premises (deliberate 
spelling mistake by the 
Editor) in 1984.   
 
2005 marks 40 years in the 
business for Julie and that 
suggests to us a big 
anniversary party next year 
with all the usual ‘fringe’ 
benefits and ‘trimmings’. 

CALLING ALL 
SUNDERLAND FANS IN 
THE LANGLEY PARK 
AREA 

LOCAL BUSINESSES 

NEED AN ALLOTMENT ? 
TRY ESH PARISH COUNCIL 

TEL 0191 3736687 
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Incidentally Julie was one of 
the recent winners in the 
Derwentside Hairdressing 
Health and Safety Awards 
event last October in a 
competition run by the 
District Council in 
conjunction with the 
Hairdressing and Beauty 
Industry Authority. The 
competition was aimed to 
encourage stylists to create 
a safer working 
environment. Well done 
Julie and Karen for bringing 
yet another award into the 
Parish. 
 
Langley Park Post Office 

Once again the government 
are sending out the letters 
about direct payment. 

Once again you are being 
asked to choose your future 
method of payment. 

Many of you are unsure as 
to which method is for you 

REMEMBER it is your 
choice and yours alone as 
to how you get your money 
in the future. 

“Can I still get my money at 
the Post Office” 
Of course you can, we have 
an account called the Post 
Office Card Account. 
 
This is a swipe card that will 
replace your book(s) all 
your benefits will be put 
together on one card which 
you can access at the Post 
Office.  It has the advantage 
that you don’t have to draw 
all your money out in one 
go. 
If you have a current back 
account you can get your  

 

money paid into that, and if 
it is one of the banks shown 
in the advert elsewhere in 
this magazine you can 
continue to get your money 
at the Post Office just by 
bringing your debit card and 
your cheque book. 
 
PLEASE come and see us 
before your fill in any forms, 
we will help you with them 
to ensure that you get the 
correct method of payment 
that suits YOU. 
 
Stuart and Moira, Langley 
Park Post Office 
Linda, Esh Post Office 
 
Attempted armed robbery 
at the Langley Park Post 
Office 
 
During the afternoon of 
Tuesday 16th December last 
year there was an 
attempted armed robbery at 
the Quebec Street Post 
Office. The incident is 
subject to an ongoing Police 
investigation and we will 
report further on the matter 
at the appropriate time.  

 

Stuart and Moira received 
many kind gestures after 
this dreadful, and most 
frightening, incident and 
have asked that we thank 
everyone in the village for 
their support after what 
must have been a most 
terrible experience. 
 
Our thoughts go out to 
Stuart and Moira at this 
difficult time. 
 

You may have seen articles 
in the local newspapers 
recently about driving 
instructors complaining 
against the prospect of 
having to take the theory 
test and the new hazard 
perception test.  It is not 
that we are afraid of the 
test, it is the principal of 
having to re-qualify to retain 
our livelihood and also the 
way The Driving Standards 
Agency are trying to enforce 
this. 

Karen and Julie holding the Hairdressing Award 

LETTERS TO ESH 
LEAVES 



 

Let me put some facts to 
you which concern many 
people. 
 
As instructors we are 
subject to regular checks by 
driving Standards Agency 
after extensive tests to 
qualify as an instructor (it 
can take up to 2 years to 
qualify as a driving 
instructor). 
We as instructors welcome 
training that will improve our 
ability and increase road 
safety but a test against a 
computer is not the way 
forward. 
 
The current waiting time for 
a driving test is 14 weeks, if 
someone fails the test then 
another 14 weeks is the 
normal wait, therefore 
taking over six months to 
take only two driving tests.  
The reason for the long wait 
for driving tests is the 
shortage of examiners, it is 
only this last year that they 
have made any real attempt 
to recruit new examiners.  
Examiners (they will also 
have to do this theory and 
hazard and perception test) 
are civil servants and get 
their wages no matter how 
many candidates they pass 
or fail, instructors on the 
other hand are mostly self 
employed and rely very 
much on good pass rates to 
build up a good reputation. 
 
The Driving Standards 
Agency and the Dept of 
Transport believe that the 
implementation of these 
tests for driving instructors 
will improve road safety 
something everyone is 
concerned about but there 
are more immediate and 

beneficial things that would 
improve road safety.  The 
driving instructors, and 
members of the public, 
deadlines for instructors 
taking this test has been 
extended and the possibility 
that it may be scrapped for 
the duration of this 
parliament. 
 
I would like to see Driving 
Standards Agency get their 
own house in order and 
reduce the waiting time for 
tests to a maximum of 4 
weeks. 
 
If you are taking your 
driving test soon may I wish 
you good luck and many 
years safe driving. 
 
Alan Madrell 
Alan Madrell School of 
Motoring 
3 Ivy Terrace 
Langley Park 
 
From the Editor 
Please note that these 
comments are not 
necessarily the views of the 
Parish Council. 
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7.30 & 8.30pm, starting on 
Tuesday 2nd March 2004 
and finishing on Tuesday 
30th March 2004.  

We will be following a 
course called Face to Face, 
which has been put 
together by Churches 
Together in Britain & Ireland 
as well as representatives 
from the Bible Society. It 
focuses on Chapters 3 and 
4 of Luke's Gospel and 
seeks to help us understand 
what it means to grow in the 
image and likeness of God. 
Everyone is welcome and 
we look forward to seeing 
you there. 

Rev. Michael Peers (All 
Saints Langley Park) Rev. 
Paul Wood (St. Andrew's 
Methodist Church), Fr. 
Martin Morris (St. Joseph's 
Catholic Church) 

EASTER SERVICES
All Saints Langley Park 
Palm Sunday (4th April) 6pm 
Palm Sunday Praise 
Good Friday (9th April) 2pm At 
the Cross 
Easter Eve (10th April) 8pm 
Easter Eve Vigil 
CHURCH NEWS
25 March 2004 

n Ecumenical Lent Course 
tarted in Langley Park, 
tarting on Thursday 4th 
arch 2004. It will be held 
n Thursday Afternoons in 

he St Andrew’s Methodist 
hurch starting at 2pm. The 
ourse finishes on Thursday 
st April 2004. Residents 
an join midway if they so 
ish. 

n addition we are also 
olding the same course on 
Tuesday Evening, at the 
ethodist Church, between 

Easter Day (11th April) 9.45am 
Easter Day Eucharist 
 
St. Michael & All Angels Esh 
Good Friday 10am Good Friday 
Family Service 
Easter Day 9.15am Easter Day 
Eucharist 
 
St. John the Baptist Quebec 
Maundy Thursday (8th April) 
7.30pm Parish Eucharist 
Good Friday 10am Devotions at 
the Cross 
Easter Day 10.45am Easter Day 
Eucharist 
 
Wishing you all a Happy Easter 
 
Rev. Michael J. Peers 
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All Saints Youth Centre has 
been running in Langley 
Park since 1963. Many of 
you may remember that in 
years past the building was 
used as a school and then 
as the church hall before 
becoming a Youth Centre. 
On Friday 26th March 2004 
at 7.30pm, we will be 
holding our Annual General 
Meeting, and members of 
the public are always very 
welcome to attend. It is a 
very good way of finding out 
what has been going on 
over the past 12 months. In 
addition the Management 
Committee at the Youth 
Centre are always looking 
for new members who are 
elected on to the committee 
at every AGM. 
 
The Youth Centre currently 
provides activities for over 
90 youngsters aged 8-13 
and over 50 youngsters 
aged 13-19 during the 
week. Recently some 
members of the Youth Club 
took part in a Stars in Their 
Eyes competition in 
Stanley. In addition the 
Youth Centre is also used 
by a number of other 
organisations including 
Langley Park Playgroup.  
 
The next 12 months will be 
a very challenging time for 
the Youth Centre as the 
Government withdraws all 
funding for any kind of 
Youth Work with under 13's. 
This decision will effect all 
Youth Clubs across the 
country but particularly 
those in rural areas. This  

 

means that the 
Management Committee 
will have to look for 
alternative sources of 
funding if our Junior Youth 
Clubs are not to close. 
Given that the Youth Club is 
so popular we are 
determined not to let this 
happen. 
 
We look forward to seeing 
you on 26th March 2004.  

Rev. Michael J. Peers 
(Chair All Saints Youth 
Centre Management 
Committee) 

 

Did you know that while 
coot dive for about 4 or 5 
seconds, Tufted duck will 
stay under for up to 29 
seconds?  This was pointed 
out to me by an eight year 
old child.  They are often 
extraordinarily observant, 
which makes them 
fascinating to work with! 
 
There are a large number of 
different species, 
particularly of water birds, to 
be seen at both Rainton 
Meadows and Low Barns.  
Both sites have had recent 
sightings of bitterns and 
kingfishers, while an osprey 
has been seen of several 
occasions at Low Barns.  
Recently a stoat in ermine 
has been scuttling around 
the Wildlife Garden right 
outside our classroom 
window.  There are 
definitely bonuses to  
working with Durham 
Wildlife Trust. 

We have regular school 
holiday activities going on, 
as well as school visits and 
we try to make these as 
practical as possible so that 
children can take wildlife 
skills back into their home 
lives.  Examples have been:  
building bird boxes and 
making bird food and 
feeders, winter homes for 
minibeasts and planters.  
We try as far as possible to 
use recycled materials 
because we are worried 
about landfill.  Places like 
old quarries have become 
natural wildlife refuges and 
are often chosen as a 
convenient hold to put 
rubbish in. 
 
In our parish of Esh, we 
have a lovely area of 
neglected land, which is 
already turning itself into a 
natural wildlife area.  I am 
very excited that the 
Langley Park rec. is about 
to become officially a 
Nature Reserve.  It will be 
an area of “Lowland Heath” 
where the heather is 
naturally returning, with all 
the creatures that live with 
it.  It should be a really 
pleasant place for people to 
walk in and enjoy. 
 
Those who are upset about 
the loss of the old play area 
might draw comfort with the 
article in this same edition 
of Esh Leaves, from the 
Playground sub group of 
E.Q.U.a.L., describing their  
 
work towards improved 
facilities for children’s play. 
 
Alison Hiles, Schools 
Liaison Officer, Durham 
Wildlife Trust 

ALL SAINTS YOUTH CENTRE LANGLEY PARK 

ALISONS WILDLIFE 
CORNER 



 

Linda Bunn 
 
It is with great sadness that 
I write about a dear lady 
and friend from Langley 
Park called Linda Bunn who 
died on Sunday, December 
28th last year at the age of 
85. 
 
I have known Linda for 
many years now and will 
greatly miss her ready  
smile and enthusiastic 
conversation.  She was a 
truly Christian lady and 
regular Churchgoer who did 
so many acts of kindness 
and caring for friends both 
near and far.  Even in the 
latter years of her life, when 
she found it difficult to walk 
far, she persevered in order 
to visit a housebound friend 
at the other side of the 
village to take her a little 
treat and something to read. 
 
I have been talking to 
Linda’s son Peter who told 
me a little about the earlier 
part of her life, and how the 
lady we all knew as Linda 
was actually Christened 
Lindisfarne Morton. She 
was born in Bearpark and 
lived at 5, Dyson Street 
(now demolished), and at 
the age of 19 married 21 
year old Harry Bunn in 
Bearpark Church on 
January 15th, 1938.  Her 
husband Harry previously 
lived at 14, Finings Street,  
Langley Park, and after the 
wedding they moved into a 
Flat above (what is now) 
Hanley’s Butchers shop in 
Front Street, Langley Park,  
 

 
OBITUARY 
Linda Bunn and Husband Harry
27 March 2004 

and later moved to 2, 
Thomas Street. 
 
It was a great blow to Linda 
when she lost her dear 
husband Harry a number of 
years ago, but a comfort to 
know her only son Peter 
lived nearby. She continued 
living in her much loved 
home at 2, Thomas Street 
up until last year when ill-
health made it necessary to 
move into a nursing home. 
 
I have talked to so many 
people who still remember 
the wonderful garden Linda 
and her husband Harry 
created to the front of their 
house in Thomas Street, 
where the Kingsway 
Nursing Home stands 
today.  They recall how it 
was a magical place, like a 
secret garden filled with 
beautiful flowers, a 
summerhouse, fishpond 
and tiny bridge to walk over. 
 
Linda was a popular figure 
in the village, and many  
people will remember her 
as a doctor’s receptionist at 
the surgery next but one to  

the Co-op Supermarket in  
Front Street, and later at the 
Rutherford House surgery. 
 
My wife Brenda remembers 
the joyful Gypsy Queen bus 
trips organised by Linda 
and her husband, and the 
happy band of village folk 
boarding the bus laden with 
sandwiches and beach balls 
to kettle and primus stove. 
Then, after a glorious day, 
the whole bus sang all the 
way home. 
 
Rene Williamson, a close 
friend of Linda’s, spoke with 
great warmth and respect 
about the elegant lady she 
knew for so many years, 
and remembers how much 
she enjoyed visiting the 
various tea dances held in 
the village. 
 
There are certain people 
you meet whose special 
qualities leave a lasting 
impression, and Linda Bunn 
was one such person. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
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WORDGRAM 
Thank you to everyone who 
entered the Wordgram in 
the previous issue. Surprise 
surprise the first name 
drawn out of the hat was 
the Mother of the July 
wordgram winner, Susan 
Emms. No there was no 
evidence of corruption, no 
truth in the rumour that the 
Clerk received a 
backhander and certainly 
no truth in the local gossip 
that the winner’s daughter, 
Susan Emms, was now in a 
position to build herself an 
even bigger and better 
conservatory.  
When asked how she would 
spend her winnings (all of 
£10) Mrs Maria Smith 
replied that she would go on 
a spending spree and worry 
about the credit card later. 
The answers to the 
wordgram were:- 
Computer, Freezer, 
Fridge, Iron, Kettle, 
Microwave, Oven, Radio, 
Stereo, Television, 
Vacuum, Video 
Now for this month’s 
Wordgram – with an oddball 
prize – the Editors spare 
copy of the Prefab Sprout 
video entitled “From 
Langley Park to Hollywood” 
with 6 tracks including Cars 
and Girls, The Golden Calf 
and Appetite. No entries 
allowed from the Smith 
family!  
 

Entries to Mr M. G. 
Ackroyd, 8 Long Garth, 
Whitesmocks, DURHAM 
CITY DH1 4HJ by 5.00pm 
Monday 12th April 2004. 
Answers next time. 

Colours

 

mens club. 
5. The original use of the 
Parochial Hall was the first 
church school in the village. 
6. 1911 
7. The new town part of 
Langley Park village was all 
those houses (5-6 Streets) 
east of the old Hippadrome. 
8. The colliery was opened 
in 1874. 
9. There were five shafts 
associated with the colliery. 
They were as follows, 
1,2&3, Kaysburn & the 
Hilltop shaft. 
10. The Kop was so named 
after the battle of Spion Kop 
(Fought during the Boer 
War) 

QUIZ PAGE 
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Please mark WORDGRAM  
March 2004 on the outside 
of your envelope. A list will 
suffice – you need not tear 
out the page from Esh  
Leaves. 
 
LANGLEY PARK QUIZ IN 
ISSUE 10. (ANSWERS) 
 
1. To the and south & east 
of the old Witton Gilbert 
railway station. 
2. Because it was at the 
corner of the junction of two 
walls which were part of the 
Bishop of Durhams  
Bearpark Estate. 
3. The ford was about one 
hundred yards west of the 
mill and was the path of an 
old cart road which ran to 
the colliery farm. The 
stepping stones ran 
alongside the ford. 
4. The Blacksmith Shop 
was just west of the 
bustand at the working  

11. The aged miners homes 
were opened in 1924 . 
12. The coke ovens were 
built in 1914 and were 
originally known as the 
attos. They were built by the 
Germans who narrowly 
escaped internment due the 
commencement of World 
War one. 
13. Stringer Terrace were 
the last row of houses on 
the north side of the road 
and next to the cemetery 
14. Low Moor House was 
the last house on the south 
side of the road opposite 
the cemetery. 
15. The Sybil Pit was in the 
fields behind the executive 
type houses. These are 
along the south side of the 
Low Moor Rd. 
Again our thanks to the ex 
local resident   for  this quiz. 
 

Visit the Parish Council 
website at  

www.eshparishcouncil.gov.uk
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We are delighted to 
advertise, free of charge, 
the following vacancies on 
offer in the Parish. 
 
Elite Property Services 
NE Ltd 
 
Looking for tradesmen, 
particularly joiners. If 
interested ring 0191 
3735588  
 
DIGGERLAND 

Shop Assistants 

Working within an 
Adventure Park Shop, 
duties will involve serving 
customers, receiving 
payments and general 
housekeeping duties.  
Previous experience is not 
essential as full training will 
be given.  Applicants must 
be flexible to work various 
hours/shifts.(Mainly 
weekends 10am - 5pm) 

Marshals 

Working within an 
Adventure Park, will be 
required to marshal rides, 
receive credit payments and 
ensure the safety of the 
General Public.  Previous 
experience is not essential 
as full training will be given.  
Applicants must be flexible 
to work various 
hours/shifts.(mainly 
Weekends 10am - 5pm) 

Bar Staff 

Working within an 
Adventure Park Bar, duties 
will involve serving 
customers, maintaining bar  

 

area, collecting & cleaning 
Glasses and cash 
handling.  For Licensing 
purposes, applicants MUST 
be 18+.  Previous 
experience is not essential 
as full training will be given.  
Applicants must be flexible 
to work various  

hours/shifts.(Mainly 
weekends 11am - 5pm) 

Please apply to: 

Kellie Davies  -  Tel: 0191 
3733883  or   Mobile: 
07793066102 
Office Manager 

ESH PARISH COUNCIL 
 
CLERK DESIGNATE OF 
THE COUNCIL 
 
Salary Grade: LC2 (Scale 
Points 22-27) 
 
Pay Range (pro rata) 
 
Hours:                                           
10, rising to 12 and then 15 
hours per week subject to                                                       
satisfactory completion of 
the relevant probationary 
periods. 
 
Esh Parish Council intends 
to attain Quality Council 
Status and is seeking to 
appoint a Clerk Designate 
who can lead the Council 
into this new and exciting 
future. 
 
Candidates will either 
already hold, or be Willing 
to successfully obtain, an 
AQA qualification in Local 
Council Administration. 
 

The Clerk Designate will  
initially assist the Clerk in  
undertaking the statutory 
duties of the Council to 
carry out all its functions 
and be responsible for 
ensuring that the 
instructions of the Council 
are implemented.   
 
For further details contact 
the Parish Clerk, 8 Long 
Garth, Whitesmocks, 
DURHAM CITY, DH1 4HJ 
or ring 0191 3736687 or 
0191 3843799. 
 
Closing date 8th April 2004 
 
Interviews 29th April 2004 
 

JOB VACANCIES 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

Christine Shaw
BEd (Hons) MA 

 
Holistic & Complementary 

Hypnotherapy 
 Therapy  

Arya House 
Langley Park 

0191 3734175  
Aromatherapy (Advanced)  
Guidance & Counselling  
Indian Head Massage  
Stress Management  

Reiki  
Workshops Training for 

Professionals 
(Please telephone for brochure 

and further details) 
WHY NOT CONTACT BARRIE 
OF DURHAM FOR ALL YOUR 

INSURANCE MATTERS 
 

TELEPHONE 0191 3848307
March 2004 
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Langley Park Fish Shop
Opening Times 

Mon 
11-1 and 7.15-11.30 

Tues- Wed 
11-1 and 6:15-10:30 

Thurs 
11-1 and 4-10:30 

Fri 
11-1 and 4-10:30 

Sat 
11-1 and 4.00-11.30 

Come & enjoy the quiet ambient atmosphere in one of 
Co. Durham's Homely Country Inns [No Fruit Machines 
OR Juke Box] and just 5-10 minutes drive from ESH/ 

WILKS HILL/QUEBEC/LANGLEY PARK 
(with ample car parking) 

 
Now Recognised By Discover Britain & Hidden 

Inns as one of Co. Durham 's Select Inns serving 
excellent food 'to order' Tuesday to Friday 

7 - 9pm; and Saturday 6.30 - 9.30pm. 
Traditional Sunday Roast Lunches [not 'plated up'] 
Served 12 noon to 2.30pm (booking recommended 

sorry Mother's Day already fully booked) 
Customer Choice Ales at The Inn 

 
Our 200-year old Coaching Inn now offers quality en-suite accommodation 

(including one room with 
4-poster bed for that Extra-Special Occasion) 

 
Small Weddings, Parties & Buffets our Speciality 
THE VILLAGE CHOICE 
17 Quebec Street, 

 Langley Park 
Telephone : 3739895 

 
Children and Ladies 

Fashion, 
 

Toys, Jewellery, Gifts, 
 Fancy Goods  - 

including ethnic musical 
instruments and carvings 

Greeting cards and 
Balloons 

Top Quality at Low Prices 
 

(Weekly payment 
scheme available)
The Unique Alternative To 
Kennelling  

Pets stay in private homes with
select host families  

Home life routine maintained  
One to one care  

Specialising in puppies, rescue, 
timid and old pets  

Hassle free collection and 
delivery  

Tel: 01388 608666 
NEW BOARD INN 
HILL TOP, ESH 
CO DURHAM 

DH7 9RL 
Recently refurbished, sympathetically in line with a Country Inn.  

A warm welcome awaits, accompanied by a personal friendly 
service and excellent cuisine, complimented 

by our extensive wine list. 
Food served daily Monday – Saturday 12 – 9pm 

Sunday 12 – 8pm (Traditional Sunday lunch served 12 – 5pm) 

For enquiries and reservations, please call 0191 3736914 
We look forward to being of service to you. 
FASTFIT 
TYRES 
LANGLEY 

FTL 
 

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres 
Car Servicing, Repairs & MOT preparation 

 
Bill Johnston 

Langley Park 0191 373 3501 
 

We don't make a song and dance about our prices!
"There Is Room at the INN"



31 
 

The secret of a 
 beautiful lawn 

and it costs less than DIY!

A healthier GREENER lawn 
in 4 easy steps. 

 
Costs from as little as 
£13.00 per application. 

 
���� FREEPHONE ����

0800 1695009 
Edwin & Devina 
welcome you to the 

Cross Keys Inn 
 

Esh Village 
Durham 

 
Tel: 0191 373 1279 
N.J.C. WROUGHT IRON
GATES ~ RAILINGS ~ HANDRAILS 

~ SECURITY GRILLES 
 

LIGHT STEEL FABRICATION 
 

GATE REPAIRS AND 
ALTERATIONS  

LARGE OR SMALL 
 

MOBILE WELDING SERVICE 
 

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
Tel: 0191 3739714 OR 

 07763 457 542 
 

 

LANGLEY PARK 
POST OFFICE  

Remember we don't just sell stamps 
 we also do 

ROAD TAX 
FOREIGN CURRENCY 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

E TOP UPS 
QUANTUM GAS CARDS 

COUNCIL RENT PAYMENTS 
COUNCIL TAX PAYMENTS 

BILL PAYMENTS 

For the little things that make the big things happen 
March 2004 



Fothergills Pies 
 

39 Front Street, Langley Park, 
Durham DH7 9SA 

Tel: 0191 373 6405 
 

Retail 
Outside catering for all 

occasions - weddings, birthdays, 
christenings, office parties, 

freezer orders 
 

PARK FLOORING
47c Front Street, Langley Park, Co. Durham DH7 9XB 

Tel:  0191 3739947 
 

CARPETS AND VINYLS FOR EVERY ROOM 
 

MEASURING AND FITTING SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
CONTRACT AND DOMESTIC FLOORING SPECIALISTS 

Registration - 62490 67902 101 
Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

 
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

 
0191 373 3700 or 0191 386 3850 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 

Durham 
DH7 9SA 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham 

DH1 2HX 
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk 

LACE 
HAIRDRESSING 

Mon-closed 
Tue-Fri open 9am-5pm 
Sat open 8.30am-3pm 

 
Julie Wordingham 

Co-op Buildings, Langley Park 
Durham DH7 9XE 
Tel: 0191 3731959 
Alan Madrell 
 

Coach Hire 
 

16 seat Mini & 49 seat Executive Coaches 
 

Any Distance, Any Occasion 
 

Telephone: 0191 3733145 
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Olivers Trees Ltd 
Professional Tree Care & Consultancy 
Proprietors: D. Oliver and C. Beirne 
 
Unit 3, Langley Park Industrial Estate 
Witton Gilbert, Durham DH7 6TX 
 
0191 373 9771 Fax: 0191 373 9772 
e-mail: olivers@olvers-ts-freeserve.co.uk 
Jill Pitt 
Massage Therapist 

 
Aromatherapy IIHHT 
Reflexology IIR 

Body Massage IHBC 
Indian Head Massage IIHHT 

 
Over 10 years in business 

Tel: 0191 373 5700 
In Langley Park 
Carol Long 
 

Qualified Ladies’ Therapist
Reflexology I.T.E.C. 

Aromatherapy I.I.H.T. 
Massage Therapy 

 
Langley Park 

0191 373 2370 
 

Federation of Holistic Therapists 
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