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All Aboard for the New
Bus Link
The community is being
urged to take advantage
of a new bus route
linking
south
Derwentside
with
Consett and Stanley.

Anyone
wanting
further
information
should contact:

Durham County Council
has joined forces with
Derwentside
District
Council to fund the new
pilot South Derwentside
Link 767 service.

on 0191 383 3394.

The Councils secured
European SRB5 and
Neighbourhood
Renewal funding for the
new service which operates
Monday to Saturday and is
in response to community
needs. A brand new 14seater bus was purchased
for the route.
County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong said: “A number
of
community
groups,
including
the
South
Derwentside
Partnership,
identified
a
need
for
improved
access
to
services from some areas
of Derwentside.
“The 767 service is in
response to requests for a
new bus route and we are
planning to pilot it until
September.
If
it
is
successful, we will operate
it on a permanent basis.

Steve Lockwood
Durham County
Council’s Rural
Transport Officer

See page 2 for the bus
timetable.
Copies
are
also
available from Esh and
Langley Park Post
Offices.
“But for it to be successful,
we
need
as
many
passengers as possible.
This is a vital link for rural
south Derwentside, but I am
sure many people don’t
know of its existence.
“Once people use the
service they will use it again
because it is very handy
and a wonderful resource
for local people.”
The service runs between
Stanley and Consett, calling
at a number of villages,
including
Burnhope,
Langley
Park
and
Lanchester.
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SERVICE 767 BUS TIMETABLE
Mondays to Saturdays (excluding Bank Holidays)
SO
1405 NS ---1408 NS ----

SO
-------

Hownsgill Int Cuisine dep
Consett Bus Station arr

-------

-------

-------

Consett Bus Station dep
Delves Lane Greenways
Lanchester Front Street
Cornsay Colliery Hawkshill Terrace
Hamsteels Estate Western Avenue
Quebec Clifford's Bank
Esh Glebe House
Langley Park The Haven
Langley Park War Memorial
Kaysburn
Burnhope Whitehouse Avenue Shops
South Moor Poplar Street
Stanley Bus Station arr

----------------------------------------

0955
1001
1006
1014
1018
1022
1024
1029
1032
1035
1041
1049
1051

1155
1201
1206
1214
1218
1222
1224
1229
1232
1235
1241
1249
1251

1410
1414
1421
1429
1433
1437
1439
1444
1447
1449
1456
1504
1506

----------------------------------------

1610
1614
1621
1629
1633
1637
1639
1644
1647
1649
1656
1704
1706

Stanley Bus Station dep
South Moor Poplar Street
Burnhope Whitehouse Avenue Shops
Kaysburn
Langley Park War Memorial
Langley Park The Haven
Esh Glebe House
Quebec Clifford's Bank
Hamsteels Estate Western Avenue
Cornsay Colliey Hawkshill Terrace
Lanchester Front Street
Delves Lane Greenways
Consett Bus Station arr

0855
0858
0906
0912
0915
0918
0923
0925
0929
0933
0941
0948
0952

1055
1058
1106
1112
1115
1118
1123
1125
1129
1133
1141
1148
1152

1255
1258
1306
1312
1315
1318
1323
1325
1329
1333
1341
1348
1352

----------------------------------------

1510
1513
1521
1526
1530
1533
1538
1540
1544
1548
1556
1603
1607

----------------------------------------

Consett Bus Station dep

----

----

----

----

----

Hownsgill Int Cuisine arr

----

----

----

----

----

1353
NS
1356
NS

NS Not Saturday SO - Saturdays only
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News from around the Parish
Access bus opens up the
County for people with
mobility problems
More than 1,500 people
with mobility problems are
now taking advantage of a
scheme that enables them
to get out and about in
County Durham.
There are currently 1599
people registered with the
Access Bus, a Durham
County Council initiative
which collects passengers
from their homes at an
allocated time.
The
service
provides
regular links to popular
destinations, such as the
Arnison Centre in Durham,
the
Metro
Centre,
Sunderland Bridges and
Darlington. Return journeys
are made at a set departure
time.
And from 8 May a new
route
begins
operating
which will give residents of
rural areas a link to Consett
and Stanley.
The South Derwentside
Access Bus Link will run
every Thursday. Pick up
points for the new service
are at East Hedleyhope,
Esh Winning, Cornsay and
Satley.
Steve Lockwood, a Rural
Transport Officer with the
County Council, said:

“The Access Bus scheme
caters for people who have
difficulties getting out and
about and is becoming
increasingly popular as
word spreads.
“This new route will open up
the area to even more
people and is another step
in our aim to combat social
exclusion. The service is
crucial in ensuring people
with mobility problems can
retain
a
level
of
independence.”
The
Access
Bus
is
restricted to members but
registering is easy and
costs just £1.
The only qualification is that
passengers
must
have
some form of genuine
mobility
problem.
This
covers anything from having
problems walking, being a
wheelchair user, having a
sensory
impairment,
breathing
problems
or
problems getting to a local
bus stop because of ill
health.
Passengers can bring an
escort, who do not need to
be registered with the
Access Bus scheme.
Anyone wanting to find out
if they are eligible to use the
Access Bus or wanting
further information should
contact: Karen Muse on
0191 386 7148.
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Hilltop View Regeneration
Following analysis of the
results of the survey, a draft
recommendation is being
proposed for the demolition
of Nos. 20-78 Hilltop View.
A 'Drop-In' was held on 24
April 2003 at the Wood
View Community Centre.
This gave the residents of
Hilltop View the opportunity
to speak directly to officers
about
the
proposed
demolitions. This session
was well attended with over
34 residents calling in
throughout the afternoon.
Officers were present to
answer peoples' questions
and there was also the
opportunity for residents to
record their views and
concerns
on
feedback
sheets.
The next step in the
process is the presentation
of a report to Executive,
which is the decision
making body of the Council.
It is expected that this will
take place on Monday, 7
July 2003.
All Hilltop View residents
will, of course, be advised
of the outcome of this
meeting.
The Council would like to
take this opportunity to
thank all those people
involved for their continued
patience in this matter.
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Goodbye to our Beat
Officer
Our best wishes go to PC
Steve Dewhirst who has
now
moved
on
to
Catchgate.
Steve covered this area
from 1999 and will be
missed by many local
residents, organisations and
for his regular reports to the
Parish Council, including
some when he was strictly
speaking off duty. Good
luck Steve in your new
appointment and thank you
for services rendered in the
Parish.

Springtime
By Jessica Petrie
(Year 6, Esh Laude RC Primary School)
Springtime in Broadoak Drive,
Means all the plants come alive.
They all wake up from their winter sleep,
And from the soil begin to peep.
As dawn breaks on a spring morn,
You can often see a baby fawn.
Little lambs all frisky and gay,
Bounce round the fields on a sunny day.
Snowdrops appear pure and white,
All clumped together – a pretty sight.
Daffodils all bright and yellow,
Are welcoming to any fellow.

We invited a colleague of
Steve’s, Alan Patterson to
write a few words about
Steve and here they are.

Crocus in yellow, white and blue,
Standing like miniature soldiers too.
Hyacinths smelling sweet,
Brighten up the garden a real treat.

PC
817
Steve
Dewhirst
transferred
to
Durham
Constabulary
from
the
Metropolitan Force in November
1993, since then he served as an
operational officer on Lanchester
section and developed a keen
interest in the community of
Langley Park. In December 1999
he became one of the first
Derwentside
dedicated
beat
officers and took control of the
Langley Park beat area as part of
the newly created community
policing unit.

But my favourite is our cherry tree,
Which puts on blossom just for me.
The countryside is alive and blooming,
Meaning that summertime is looming.

Through working closely with
local
organisations,
and
residents, PC Dewhirst became a
familiar sight on the streets
tackling local problems with
notable success. Steve (as he
became
known
to
many)
particularly enjoyed diverting
young people away from criminal
activity and this interest has led to
a 3 year secondment to the Youth
Offending Team as of March this
year.

Based at Catchgate, Steve will be
working closely with young
people who have come to police
attention and by education and
inclusion schemes try to put them
back on track. A number of
young people who Steve was
already aware of in Langley Park
have benefited from this work.

size. Section officers from
Lanchester provide 24hr cover for
Langley Park.

The Langley Park beat will be
filled by another officer in the
near future but in the meantime
Police contacts at the moment
are Sgt 847 Dave Forster or PC
1161 Alan Patterson who are part
of the Community Policing Unit,
my area of responsibility is now a
rural beat including Esh Winning,
Esh, Quebec, Cornsay, Cornsay
Colliery, Satley and Burnhope.

Alan Patterson PC1161

Lanchester and Langley Park are
classed as beat areas in
themselves due to population
Esh Leaves
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Contact:
Lanchester Office on
01207 521290 or
Consett Office on
01207 504204.

Thank you Alan.
**STOP PRESS**
The new beat officer is PC
Elizabeth Liddle. Welcome
to Esh Parish.

To Hear the Lads and
Lasses Play
For well over a century a
spectacular event has taken
place in Durham City, and
today I am on my way to
witness it myself.
This
colourful event celebrating
the
comradeship
of
workingmen still continues,
even though the vast
industry they worked for has
almost disappeared.
As a young man living in
North Yorkshire I marvelled
at the stories I heard about
the enormous crowds it
attracted.
When shop
windows were boarded up
as a protection against the
immense
pressure
of
people lining the streets.
My wife and I decided to go
early, and found those
same streets almost empty
as we made our way to a
spot beneath the Royal
County Hotel balcony. A
thin line of dedicated
spectators were already
there, some leaning on the
specially erected metal
barriers. Slowly, and with
an air of dignity and
respect, we walked to a
convenient gap and gently
merged with them.
Traffic had already been
diverted away from the
area, and you could almost
hear a pin drop, except for
the soft murmurings that
rippled up and down this
line of seasoned veterans
recalling memories of the
old days.
There was a strange mood
of expectancy in the air.

Many looked anxiously up
and down the road as the
time moved slowly towards
9.30 a.m. Soon there were
stirrings along the line as a
sound of distant music
drifted on a gentle breeze
coming from the direction of
the Market Place.
Immediately people seemed
to emerge from nowhere,
filling the pavements to
capacity. Old and weary
men, whose sad faces told
a thousand stories, moved
into position beside us.
Then, just like opening an
enormous door, the sound
of Brass and beating drum
tore through the air as
brightly coloured uniforms
and
swaying
banners
turned the corner down to
Elvet Bridge.
I could hear a frail old
gentleman near me gasping
for breath as he coughed
violently trying to clear his
lungs, most likely choked
from years of breathing coal
dust.
The band was almost here,
what a spectacle! Marching
proudly with their highly
polished brass instruments
glittering in the morning sun,
they played their hearts out.
With meticulous accuracy
the band stopped playing,
and the conductor quickly
arranged the players to face
the Royal County Hotel
balcony,
now
full
of
important dignitaries.
Holding his baton aloft, he
gave a downward swoop,
and the band played music
of such outstanding quality I
5

was suddenly overcome by
a surge of unexpected
emotion. At that moment I
turned and noticed the frail
old
gentleman
I
had
previously heard coughing.
He looked bent and so very
ill then, yet now he was
standing erect with a proud
smile upon his face. It was
a very moving moment.
The old mines have long
since gone, and this
gentleman’s toil was now
over. Yet, no matter how ill
he felt, he would be there to
hear the lads and lasses
play.
Soon
the
next
band
marched
forward
and
quietly assembled to play
their piece. They played
the beautiful Miners Hymn
with such feeling and dignity
I know I wasn’t the only one
who found it difficult to see
through the tears.
Band after band they came
forward to the sound of
cheering and applause
echoing around the old
buildings lining the route.
With Langley Park, and Esh
and Bearpark among them,
the whole road down to
Elvet Bridge was filled with
gleaming Brass and waving
banners all patiently waiting
their turn to march forward.
At one stage the music
became so infectious a
rather small old gentleman
could contain himself no
longer. He leapt into the
road with his arms waving
wildly, and danced around
the playing bandsmen with
such cavorting energy the
crowd laughed freely at his
sheer exuberance.
July 2003

When eventually the sound
of the last band slowly
drifted into the distance I
knew I would never forget
the Durham Miners Gala,
and when that time of year
comes around I find myself
again and again standing
shoulder to shoulder with
the old miners to hear the
lads and lasses play.
Terry Chilton

Langley Park Primary
School
European Day
Ten, Year 4 children spent
a morning at County Hall in
May to celebrate European
Day. The aim was to raise
European awareness. After
a continental breakfast, the
children were treated to a
carousel
of
activities,
including trying out the
Hungarian
language,
counting in Norwegian,
singing in Bulgarian, Irish

Hannah Callaghan (Yr3) and Dagon Stebbings (Yr4)
enjoying some European delicacy

Stars of Tomorrow
Children from classes 2 and
3 are currently starring in an
ITV
advert
for
DIGGERLAND.
The
children were invited by
Mick
Coleman
from
Diggerland and were filmed
enjoying the rides.
The
advert is being broadcast
before
the
summer
holidays. Watch out for the
stars of tomorrow!
The Tudors
To complement their study
of the Tudors classes 4 and
5 visited the Museum of
Archaeology in Durham. Mr
Mac fascinated the children
with his stories of daily life
of two children who lived in
Durham in Tudor times.
Half of the children were
taken on a guided walk
looking for Tudor features
on buildings in the city while
the others handled Tudor
artefacts
and
made
nosegays.
Middleton in Teesdale
Field Studies Centre
In May, 31 Year 5 (10 year
old) children spent 4 days at
Middleton in Teesdale Field
Studies Centre.
The
children
were
learning
about the history and
geography of the area. On
the six-mile walk from High
Force to Middleton the
children spotted lapwings
and their newly hatched
chicks, dippers, pheasants,
several
rabbits
and
identified wood anemones
and wild garlic.

Year 5 in front of Low Force

Esh Leaves

country dancing and tasting
European food.
In the
words of one child, “It was
fantastic!“
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At Killhope Lead Mining
Museum,
the
children
learned about lead, how it
was mined and the life of
the lead miners. Exploring
the underground mine was
exciting and dressing up as
miners helped to give the
children an insight into a
miner’s life.
Fossil hunting, studying the
village for clues to the past
and orienteering completed
our busy week.
The
weather was warm and
sunny and we were able to
have a sports session
outside in the evenings
before
our
classroom
sessions.
The children learned how to
look after themselves and
help each other. For some,
making their bed and
unpacking was a challenge!
The children enjoyed the
experience, it was a great
week.
Transforming Playtimes
Our older children cannot
wait to go out to play now
that our playground has
changed
beyond
recognition. The children
can climb on the adventure
fitness trail, negotiate the
climbing wall, sit quietly
next to the planted area or
join in the disco on the
stage.
Next, we are going to
transform play facilities for
our younger children and
we also plan an outdoor
classroom development on
the field. We aim to provide
a fitness trail, playhouses
and table top games, a

woodland
walk,
pond,
wildlife area and willow
sculptures. This will take
time to complete, but
playtimes will be full of
interest and excitement.
Articles submitted by Miss
D. Brennan, Head Teacher,
Langley
Park
Primary
School
Training and Touring
The generosity of certain
friends has allowed my wife
Judith and I to participate in
the Biblical Counselling
Training
Conference
(BCTC) at Faith Baptist
Church, Lafayette, Indiana.
The training is spread over
four years' participation in
the conference and this
year was the last. For the
last twice our friends, the
Bixbys (who some readers
will remember) have been
back in the States and
invited us to stay on for a
week's holiday after the
training.
The drawbacks of the
Conference are that it is in
February and also in the
American Midwest. That
means
it
is
cold!
Temperatures often remain
below freezing even during
the day. This year we
experienced some of the
coldest weather we have
known there.
We flew from Manchester to
Chicago where our friends
picked us up and drove us
the three hours to their
home in Peoria, Illinois.
After an overnight stop with
them we left at lunch time
the next day for Lafayette 7

about three and a half hours
drive! We snoozed through
some of the jet lag while
Ken Bixby drove.
The Conference begins with
a session on Saturday
evening, and delegates are
expected to join in the
Sunday Worship at the
church. The whole thing is
a working affair, with
lectures beginning at 8.15
a.m. and ending at 8.00p.m.
The
church
has
a
congregation of at least
1200 and can seat only half
that number at present.
That means there has to be
two services on Sunday.
Everyone also attends an
Adult Bible Class either
before or after one of the
services. With the normal
congregation swelled by
1100 Conference guests,
they have to put on a third
service!
The church also has a
school on the premises with
pupils from primary age to
pre-university. The nearest
University is Purdue in West
Lafayette. It is older than
Durham University and is
famous
for
training
astronauts. One of the
pastors at the church
actually
went
to
the
University intending to be
an
astronaut
before
receiving his call to the
ministry.
The night before conference
was to end bad weather
was forecast. There was to
be an ice storm in the
morning followed by a foot
of snow in the afternoon.
You can imagine that there
July 2003

was a lot of praying done by
the delegates who were all
due to leave next day.
Those
prayers
were
answered and the next
morning was bone-chillingly
cold but also bone dry.
Clara Bixby arrived at noon
to pick us up and there was
not a flake of snow to be
seen.
Once
safely
ensconced in their home at
tea time it did begin to snow
and next morning we had
our foot of snow - dry,
powdery stuff that made
hopeless snowballs, but
was good to be out in.
On Sunday I spoke to the
Adult Bible Class in the
morning and preached at
the evening service. On
Monday morning we were
at the airport at 5.30a.m. for
a
trip
to
Nashville,
Tennessee. Not only were
we able to visit the Country
Music Hall of Fame and the
Ryman Auditorium (original
home of the "Grand Old
Opry"), but we were able to
meet up with a Tennessee
pastor who we had met at
conference.
His wife is

English, her parents live in
Yarm, so she was thrilled to
hear a familiar accent.
The next few days were
supposed to be a holiday.
But on Tuesday I was
asked to take assembly at
the Baptist School where
Caleb Bixby is educated.
The very next day I was
back there talking to the
geography
class
on
'Grandparents Day': I had
both
teenagers
and
grandparents as pupils. I
then visited an elderly
English lady in a nursing
home and we had a good
conversation about the old
country.
Thursday was "free" and we
had a good time doing what
my wife likes best - bargain
hunting. They have a huge
factory outlet mall nearby
and we spent most of the
day there, as well as our
holiday budget! We headed
for Chicago on Friday,
having a quick look at the
Windy City and the frozen
edges of Lake Michigan
before heading to the

airport.
I don't know whether we will
ever get back to the USA,
but we have found our visits
profitable, particularly in
helping people with life's
problems. Both Judith & I
have acquired an enormous
amount of information and
tools to help in the work of
helping people.
The
training covered a vast
range of modern day
problems which many, if not
most people face. Specific
issues included roles within
marriage; sex; parenting;
forgiveness;
depression;
guilt; worry, anger, life
dominating bad habits, selfimage, drug addiction, fear,
obsessive
compulsive
behaviour, women's issues,
self-pity, drunkenness and
chemical
dependency,
jealousy and envy (Phew!).
We were to have had a
session on eating disorders,
but the weather forecast
sent the speaker home
before she could present it.
We were given a copy of
her book 'Love to eat, Hate
to eat' as a consolation
prize!
Already
some
have
benefited from our training
and we are eager to help
any who need some
relevant guidance from a
Bible-based Christian angle.
If any readers would like to
learn more, then feel free to
contact me on (0191) 371
0296.
Alan
Brunton,
Baptist
Minister, Langley Park

Aaron the ice man
Esh Leaves
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Work for Local Residents
In the April edition of Esh
Leaves there was a feature
on the Greetings Cards
business based at Esh. At
the end of the article was a
plea for multiple card
makers based at home.
We are delighted to report
that Tracey had well over
20 enquiries for this work
and she now has around 12
self employed multiple card
makers based at home in
this Parish.
If any local businesses have
vacancies to fill,
why not advertise the posts
in Esh Leaves in order that
local jobs can be offered to
local people?
e-mail adverts to
eshleaves@hotmail.com

Broadband
In our previous issue we
asked residents for their
help in pre registering for
Broadband.
We can now report that
since then posters have
been on display in several
locations and letters sent to
all Parish Councils covered
by the New Brancepeth
Exchange, in order to
engage their support with
this appeal. The appeal was
also publicised in the
Durham Advertiser.

Following all this, and other
campaigns
currently
underway, the number of
pre registers has increased
from just under 200 since
the last edition of Esh
Leaves, in April, to 327 in
mid-June.

out a pre cut litter pick on
the highway verges leading
into Langley Park. It is said
that first impressions are
important.
This
is
particularly appropriate in
this area when visitors to

Our thanks to all who have
campaigned for Broadband,
and with that one final push
we should soon achieve our
revised trigger point of 350+
pre-registrations.
Readers will no doubt
appreciate that in the space
of a few weeks between
writing this article and it
being printed the situation
could
have
completely
changed.
**STOP PRESS**
We now have 350 pre
registrations
in
place,
subject to final verification
by BT.
A Load of Rubbish
Inside Esh Leaves you
should find an insert paper
“A Load of Rubbish”.
On the back page is a
Competition. We have been
advised that the closing
date for entries is the end of
August 2003. So get out
your crayons now and
design a character to be
featured in future issues of
this new magazine. Why not
follow the Council’s own
litter pickers and get some
ideas from them.
Whilst on the subject of litter
the Parish Council has
arranged for its grass
cutting contractor to carry
9

the village enter along
Kaysburn Road. Too often
there is litter strewn all over
the
verges,
sometimes
including large items of
domestic furniture.
It is sad to see such items
being dumped in this, and
any other areas for that
matter. It is up to all of us to
recycle our rubbish in an
acceptable manner and
certainly not in a public
area.
Remember our
visitors are here to enjoy
themselves and hopefully
pump some money into the
local economy. The last
thing they want to see is
evidence of a night out at a
fast food bar.
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Planning Matters
In the November edition of
Esh Leaves we did say that
in the next issue we would
look at making appeals, for
example if your planning
application is refused.
However we ran out of
space in the April edition
and we’ve got the same
problem again due to the
amount
of
outstanding
contributions for this issue.
We will try to include
something in the next issue,
but in the meantime you
can access the full Planning
Handbook
and
other
information
on
local
planning matters by visiting
the District Council website
at
www.derwentside.gov.uk/planning

IT @ the 'Tute
Langley Park & District
Community Association are
happy to announce the
award of £500 from DUCK
(Durham Students Charity
Committee)
towards
computer
supplies and
Encarta
(encyclopedia
software) at IT @ the 'Tute.

For further information on IT
@ the 'Tute, contact David
Rider at Church Street
Community Centre or on
davidcrider36@netscape.net

or for other activities that
the Community Association
provides, contact Alison
Spenceley on 373 1876.
On Top of the World
World and British Mens Pair
Acrobatic
Champions,
Martyn Smith and Mark
Flores, star in the Jawdropping Pirates Adventure
Show on the Holiday Island
of Mallorca.
Celebrities
including Chris Tarrant and
Liza Tarbuck are among
those who have marvelled
at the show’s death defying
acrobatics.
Martyn (24) is from Esh
Village and went to Esh C
of E School. The photo

£5,000 has also been
received from the Carnegie
UK Trust towards new
furniture
and
kitchen
equipment to provide a
comfortable,
welcoming
area for local people using
the Community Information
Point, computer facilities,
Luncheon Club and other
activities in Church Street
Community Centre.
Esh Leaves
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below (taken in 1986) is of
Martyn aged seven years
on the left with some of his
school friends. Martyn has
his left hand on the adult.
His parents, David and
Sheila Smith, and his
brother Daniel, have their
home in the village.
Martyn and Mark met up at
the age of ten in the Gym
Club based in Deerness
Valley
Comprehensive
School. Their coach, Karl
Wharton, was given the
Coach of the Year Award
1996 by Northern Sport
(Northern Rock).
The pair went on to South
Tyneside Club perfecting
the sport of Mens Pair
Acrobatics
with
their
precision movement and
balance routine.
They
became
Junior
World
Champions
in
Riesa,
Germany 1996, making
history in their sport by
being the first British pair to
achieve a perfect ten in a
British Championship.

in Poland, November 1998.
‘They took on the best in
the World and won’ said
North East Sports Reporter,
Roger Tames as he handed
the pair the Northern Sports
Award.
Weeks after winning their
Gold medals they appeared
several
times
on
TV
showing
their
fabulous
routine on Blue Peter and
Stunning Performance on
the 21st Anniversary Princes
Trust.
Martyn and Mark
continued to win many more
awards in the Mens Pair
Gymnastics and moved
from Junior to Senior
Competitions winning the
World
and
European
Championships for Great
Britain from 1995 to 1998.
They successfully defended
their World Sports Acro Title

Talent
Scout
Jacques
Sasson spotted Martyn and
Mark at the European
Championships
in
Manchester
1998
and
offered them a job at the
Show
called
Pirates
Adventure
in
Magaluff,
Spain.
Pirates, which has been
voted the Best Night out in
Mallorca, is staged at the
Hugh Pirates Adventure
Venue, which is a replica
Tall Ship that looks like it is
floating on the ocean. The
audience
sit
in
the
amphitheatre dining area
and watch as the cast act
out breath-taking stunts in a
tale of piracy on the high
seas.

Martyn is now a Manager of
this spectacular show and
he and Mark still give their
Gold Medal performance on
stage, together with his
beautiful partner Elizabeth
(who is a dancer in the
show). Martyn has made
his home in Mallorca.
When asked at Easter what
does he miss from home
Martyn answered without
hesitation,
Thornton’s
toffee, Battenburg cake,
and Esh Winning Chinese
Takeaway!
The photo below shows
Martyn
and
Mark
performing one of their
balancing acts in the show.
Article kindly provided by
Martyn's Aunt, Maureen
Stockdale, from Esh Village.

Calling Community Groups
The SRB Community Resource Fund
Applications are now invited from local
community, groups, community partnerships,
residents associations, voluntary groups,
charities and trusts operating in Esh Ward.
The fund provides small grants for groups and
organisations wishing to develop community
projects.
Two levels of grant are available:Up to £500 – to help small groups to
establish themselves.
£500-£5000 – projects in this category may
be required to provide some match funding
from groups own funds, alternative funding
sources or in-kind contributions from
volunteers time.
Any groups interested in applying for a grant
should request an application form from Claire
Smith, Community Resource Co-ordinator at
Derwentside District Council on 01207 218335.
The deadline for completed applications is
Noon Friday 12 September 2003.
11
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Esh Parish Council Pages
Informal Play Area at
Davis Crescent
For some time now the
Parish Council has received
complaints concerning fly
tipping on this site. The
situation has not been
helped by some building
rubble being deposited on
the site of the former
garages adjacent to the
informal play area and other
rubbish being deposited
around the site perimeter.
It is hoped that, by the time
you read this, Home
Housing will have cleared
the rubble and grubbed out
the rubbish along the edges
with some infilling and
seeding. We would ask that
residents
refrain
from
tipping onto this site as
every time we call out the
litter pickers we are hitting
the
Council
taxpayers
pocket!!
Speeding traffic
Like many residents in this
area the Parish Council is
most concerned at the
amount of traffic speeding
both into, and out of, the
villages in our Parish.
Despite
several
speed
trapping sessions by the
Police, and warnings to a
number of car users, the
problem still persists.
For several months now the
Parish Council has been
pleading with the Chief
Constable to provide speed
cameras in Langley Park.
Unfortunately the Chief
Constable has advised the
Esh Leaves

Parish Council that the
Police Authority does not
have the resources to
provide such a facility. The
Authority has only one
mobile camera, which is
used in locations of greater
priority than Langley Park
where there has been a
number of speed related
accidents.
In the circumstances the
Parish Council has asked
County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong to approach the
Area
Traffic
Manager,
Durham County Council, to
carry
out
a
review,
throughout the Parish, to
identify possible further
calming
measures
in
strategic
locations,
particularly at the main
entrances into each of the
three villages.
Cllr Armstrong is actively
pursuing this request and
hopes to present a report to
the Parish Council in the
near future.

We will keep you posted on
any developments but as a
Parish Council we can only
do so much.
Residents
might like to register their
concerns by contacting our
local County Councillor, Joe
Armstrong
on
0191
3733515 or by e-mailing
him on
joseph.armstrong@durham.gov.uk

Better still why not write
directly
to
the
Chief
Constable at Aykley Heads,
Durham to voice your
concern.
Readers may rest assured
that the Parish Council will
continue to exert pressure,
at the highest level, in order
to get something done. We
would however ask all
residents to recognise their
responsibility to drive in
accordance
with
the
displayed speed limits for
the safety of all our
residents and visitors.

Stringer Terrace – a favourite for speedsters
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Library
For almost a quarter of a
century Langley Park has
been served by a Trailer
Library which parks next to
the Langley Park Nursing
Home for 3 opening days a
week
(Thursday
to
Saturday).
Although the library staff,
Rachael, Elaine and Lorna
provide our readers with an
excellent service the actual
service delivery point is
totally inappropriate for
modern day requirements.
The Trailer Library is now
reaching the end of its
useful life and before very
long will need to be
replaced.
For over 3 years Parish
Council has being pressing
the case for a more
permanent delivery point to
be identified and a number
of suggestions have already
been made to the Director
of Cultural Services at
Durham County Council.
Recently
the
County
Council had to remove the
Trailer
Library
from
operational use due to
problems with the steps.
This might just be the
catalyst to get something
done here.
The Parish Council has
suggested two possible
buildings
including
the
Church Street Community
Centre which once housed
a library facility.

Mobile Library in Langley Park

Services and has invited
various local organisations,
including the newly formed
E.Q.U.A.L. Partnership to
consider a way forward in
conjunction with the County
Council.
Residents might like to
register their concerns by
contacting our local County
Councillor, Joe Armstrong,
on 0191 3733515 or by
emailing
him
on
joseph.armstrong@durham.
gov.uk
Again readers may rest
assured that the Parish
Council will continue to
exert pressure, at the
highest level, in order to get
something done.

County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong
has
been
actively pursuing this issue
with the Director of Cultural
13

Green Court Sub-station,
Esh
The Parish Council has
received
a
complaint
concerning the state of the
land outside the sub station
in Green Court, Esh. The
matter has been referred to
NEDL for action.
Goal Posts at Esh
The Parish Council is
pleased to announce that
new goalposts are being
provided on the play area at
Esh. In addition to the posts
the Parish Council is
providing nets, for use by
the Esh Laude RC Primary
School, and hopes to white
line the pitch in time for the
new season.
The pitch
almost
sounds
good
enough for a pre season
friendly between Newcastle
United and Sunderland!
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Quebec Lay By Car Park
Work has started on a lay
by car park opposite the
Village Hall in Quebec.
Hopefully, when the work
has
been
completed,
motorists will refrain from
parking on the highway
verge. The work is being
carried out by Service
Direct following receipt of
various competitive tenders.
Unfortunately owing to level
of tenders received the
project has been scaled
back to 6 bays but
nevertheless
it
should
provide a welcome amenity,
particularly to visitors to the
Village Hall. One of the
bays will be marked out for
use by disabled person’s
vehicles.
The Parish Council would
like to thank Durham
County Council and County
Councillor Joe Armstrong
for their assistance, at both
a technical and financial
level, in helping to make
this project possible and to
the North East and Cumbria
Cooperative
Society
Community Dividend Fund
for
their
generous
contribution.
**STOP PRESS**
As part of this scheme, the
Parish Council will be
providing a new seat in
memory of John Wilson,
resident of Quebec, who
died recently. John was an
active member of the
community and for some
years was the Parish Clerk
and
later
represented
Quebec Ward as one of the
Parish Councillors.
Esh Leaves

Site of the lay by

Parish Paths Partnership
(P3)
10th Anniversary
Celebrations
In 1992 the Parish Paths
Partnership Scheme (P3)
was launched in County
Durham. Over the last 10
years, more than 60 Parish
and Town Councils and
community groups across
County
Durham
have
benefited from the P3
Scheme
by
accessing
grants to improve and
maintain Public Rights of
Way in their local area. The
scheme is an essential part
of the work undertaken by
Durham County Council's
Access and Rights of Way
Section with the overall aim
being
an
open
and
accessible Public Rights of
Way network.
Esh Parish Council has
been committed to the
scheme since it began and
is a regular applicant for
funding.
With such an
active
Parish
Council,
regular P3 grants have
14

been received annually to
improve and promote the
local rights of way network.
Annual maintenance works,
the circular walks leaflet
and the mapboards at
Quebec and Esh have all
received P3 funding. Keep
your eyes out for more
improvements in the future!
Over the next few months
the P3 scheme will be
working with the Parish
Council on an Access for All
project and a mapboard for
Langley Park.
Celebrating
the
10th
Anniversary of the P3
Scheme in County Durham
presents
an
excellent
opportunity to thank all
those who have participated
and supported the scheme
and have made it so
successful.
Article
submitted
by
Victoria Lloyd, Parish
Paths Officer, Durham
County Council

Quebec Noticeboard
It had been intended that
Hilary Armstrong would
unveil the new noticeboard
outside the Village Hall in
Quebec but unfortunately
unfolding events in Iraq kept
her back in London. Alison
Hiles the former Chairman
of the Parish Council
stepped in to do the
honours with the assistance
of her lively granddaughter.
Several
local
residents
gathered to watch the event
and
partake
in
light
refreshments in the Hall
followed by a short but brisk
walk along the adjacent
footpaths.
The mapboard shows all
the Public Rights of Way in
the Parish and aims to
encourage people to use
and enjoy their local path
network.

Victoria Lloyd (DCC), Alison Hiles (EPC) plus granddaughter, Eric Williams
(Coop Community Dividend Fund) and Barbara Ainsley (QDVHA)

the County Council’s Parish
Paths Partnership and the
North East and Cumbria
Cooperative
Society
Community Dividend Fund
for their generous donations
towards this project.

The board is the second of
three to be provided in the
Parish, the first at Esh was
erected in 2000 and it is
hoped later in the year to
install the final and much
needed information board in
Langley Park.

You can read more about
the board on page 50 in the
Summer edition of ‘Durham
Town and Country’. The
article also includes a
colour photograph of the
board.

The board was supplied by
S.Taylor and Son, Pickering
and installed by local
contractor Keith Parker. The
graphics were provided by
Durham County Council
and the information board
by Shelley Signs, Market
Drayton, Shropshire.

The Recreation Ground
The
Parish
Council’s
application
for
funding
under the Doorstep Green
initiative was turned down
by the Countryside Agency
as it did not appear to be
“an area of community
focus”.

This was a joint initiative by
the Parish Council and the
Quebec and District Village
Hall
Association.
The
partners would like to thank

The Parish Council also
pursued other possible
grants for this site from the
Royal Society for Nature
Conservation under the
15

SEED (Social, Economic
and
Environmental
Development) programme
and from English Nature
under the WILDSPACE
scheme. Unfortunately in
both cases only a limited
amount of funding was
available to pursue this
scheme.
In the circumstances the
Parish Council has now
invited Durham Wildlife
Trust to investigate further,
with
other
possible
fundholders, its original idea
to increase the heather
coverage on this site, to
provide a paved area with
seats on the site of the
former tennis courts, to
consider
the
selective
removal of non native
ornamental plants, with
replacement oak and ash
trees, and to construct
clearly marked footpaths to
discourage the abuse of the
site through unauthorised
horse
riding
and
motorcycling.
July 2003

All of these activities should
help to deliver the Durham
Biodiversity Action Plan,
which is endorsed by both
local
and
national
government.
Parish Transport Survey
Over 2000 forms were sent
out and around 165 were
returned.
These
are
currently being analysed
and the findings will be
discussed by the Parish
Council’s
Transport
Working
Group
in
conjunction with Langley
Park Transport Group.
Our thanks go to all those
who returned their forms.
We will report more on this
later.
Compost
As part of International
Compost Awareness Week
27 April – 3 May 2003
Parish
Councils
were
invited by Durham County
Council, in conjunction with
Premier Waste, to obtain a
pallet of 20 x 35 litre bags of
compost, free of charge.
The compost is produced
from segregated green
waste primarily derived from
Household
Recycling
Centres, and is about to
receive full accreditation
from the Compost Growers
Association.

Parish Walk
One hour before the walk was due to start the heavens
opened and down came hailstones as big as marbles – up
and down they bounced on our lawn with absolutely no sign
of easing off. My initial reaction was that there would be the
3 of us on the walk (Mr and Mrs Parish Clerk and Leader)
plus one lively dog. Much to our relief the hailstones eased
off but then down came the rain.
Despite the atrocious conditions 20 brave souls set off from
the Lanchester Valley Walk Car Park, in order to Beat the
Bounds of the old Parish Boundaries, and for the next 4
hours were given a quick potted history of the area by our
leader Chris Bloor.
A welcome break was held at the Quebec Village Hall, with
refreshments organised by Alan and Paula Mollon, and
throughout the walk many photographs were taken, with
digital camera, by Dr Valentina Plekhanova, Senior Lecture in
Computing, Sunderland University.
One of the photographs appears below but readers, with
access to the Internet, will be able see others on our web site
www.eshparishcouncil.derwentside.gov.uk
or by visiting
www.cet.sunderland.ac.uk/%7Ecs0vpl/Walk/May-2003.htm

The Parish Council decided
to donate the bags to the
Langley
Park
Garden
Society to give out to their
members.
At the start of the Walk
Esh Leaves
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New Seats for Old
The Parish Council has
decided to replace the three
wooden seats on Esh
Village Green near the
Church wall.
Further
details, with photograph,
should appear in the next
edition of Esh Leaves.
Proposed Police Training
Facilities
The
Chief
Constable
recently applied for planning
permission to provide Police
Training facilities and dog
kennelling, utilising existing
buildings and grounds at
the
former
Compass
Caravan Factory, Riverside
Industrial Estate, Langley
Park.
In order to be in a position
to pass comment on this
proposal the Parish Council,
in conjunction with the Chief
Constable, arranged for a
practical demonstration by
the
Police
at
their
Dragonville centre.

Pedestrian crossing
Local
resident,
Sylvia
Evans, from Front Street,
Langley Park, has for some
time been pressing for a
pedestrian crossing in the
vicinity
of
the
Pet
Shop/Hairdressers and the
Nursing Home/All Saints
Youth Centre.
Indeed
Sylvia, with the assistance
of young Michael Robinson,
drew up a petition which
attracted signatures for a
crossing to be provided.
The Parish Council took up
the cudgels, on behalf of
Sylvia, and asked local
County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong to approach the
Area Traffic Manager (ATM)
to
consider
a
formal
crossing in this area.
The ATM has now carried
out an appraisal, which
included a number of
pedestrian/vehicle counts.

The ATM has since advised
that the levels of flow in this
area fall below those at
which a formal crossing
would
be
deemed
appropriate/justified
applying
the
County
Council’s
assessment
criteria.
However, the ATM has
offered to investigate the
possibility of installing a
pedestrian refuge and the
Parish Council has asked
that this be carried out as
soon
as
possible.
Assuming a refuge is
practical it would provide
both a safer crossing point
and act as a traffic calming
measure, the effect of which
could be monitored.
We will keep readers
advised
on
any
developments with this
request.

Police Transport was laid
on
for
residents and
Councillors
and
approximately 12 people
were
conveyed
to
Dragonville one memorable
Thursday night in June.
Space does not permit a
longer article but hopefully
we will have more to say on
this in our next issue.

Sylvia Evans looking for a suitable location for the pedestrian refuge
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Annual Assembly of the
Parish Council
8 April 2003
The Chair, Alison Hiles,
thanked the Council for their
support during her year of
office and presented the
annual report outlining the
main activities for the year
including:Outgoing Councillors
The following Councillors
had left the Council during
the year and had been
thanked for their various
contributions to the Council:
Terry Chilton and Jim
Howard.
Christmas Decorations
Trees
and
decorations
installed in Langley Park
and trees installed in Esh
and Quebec.
Play Areas
Sites continue to be closed
until inspected by the
District Council’s Insurers’
Engineers. The lack of play
facilities is an issue to be
addressed by the newly
formed
E.Q.U.A.L.
Partnership.

Primary
School
pupils,
children in the Children’s
Ward at the University
Hospital,
local
senior
citizens and the Salvation
Army. Any remaining unsold
copies were given to the
local Hospice Shop.
Manual Work
Following retirement of
handyman all work is now
carried out by Contractors
and, where appropriate,
tenders invited to carry out
the work.
This work included grass
cutting, and installing and
watering over 60 hanging
baskets.
Winter Gritting
Following
detailed
discussions with the County
Council and the Parish
Council’s Insurers a limited
amount of gritting has been
carried out by Wharton
Landscapes.
Village Appraisal
Consultations had now
been completed, a final
report prepared and the
E.Q.U.A.L.
Partnership
established.

Esh Leaves book
All copies sold

Parish Transport Grant
Working Group formed,
questionnaire circulated to
over 2300 homes and just
under 200 returned to the
Parish Council.
The
questionnaires were now
with the DRCC for collating,
analysing and reporting
back. See separate article
on this item.

Queen’s Golden Jubilee
Children’s Calendar and
Cards printed to mark the
Jubilee. Copies given to all

www site
Start made, now on line,
hosted currently by the
District Council.

Noticeboards
New board provided in
Quebec. Board for Langley
Park under consideration
for 2003/04.
Esh Leaves Newsletter
3 editions printed

Esh Leaves
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Donations
Several made including
support to the Langley Park
and District Community
Association towards the ICT
facility in the Church Street
Community Centre, the
annual Treat Funds at Esh
and Langley Park, the local
Scout Group and Esh and
Langley Park Activities.
The Council has also
agreed to make a major
grant towards work required
to improve access for the
disabled to the Church
Street Community Centre
and to upgrade the heating
system.
Social Events
During the year the Parish
Council
organised
the
annual beating the bounds
walk, a Magical Musical
Show performed by SNUG,
a launch evening for the
Calendar and Christmas
Cards and the unveiling of
the Quebec notice board.
Future Areas of Work
Include a small lay by car
park opposite the Quebec
Village Hall, a notice board
for Langley Park, continuing
work on the web site, a tree
planting
scheme
along
Kaysburn
Road
and
environmental works on the
former Recreation Ground.
Precept for 2003/2004
It was also reported that the
Parish Council’s precept for
2003/04 was the same as
for 2002/03. The Parish
Council’s
precept
has
therefore remained virtually
unchanged
since
1998/1999.

Annual General Meeting
13 May 2003
The
following
were
appointed:
Chair Alan Mollon
Vice Chair Marie Tyler
Proper Responsible Officer
M G Ackroyd
Date, time and venues of
future
Parish
Council
Meetings:
9 September
14 October
11 November
commencing at 7.00pm.
All meetings will be held in
the Parish Room, Langley
Park.

www.eshparishcouncil.derwentside.gov.uk

Parish Council web site
David Rider and
Chris Bloor are
both working hard
on this site which
now has several
pages covering a
range of topics
including the Esh
Leaves
Parish
magazine
(with
some
colour
photographs), the
Esh Leaves book,
a
selection
of
Photographs, the
recent
Local
Election
results,
and
a
section
covering
local
events. One of the
most
popular
pages is the one
containing
old
photographs of the
Parish.

Derwentside District and
Esh
Parish
Council
Election Details
The new District Council
members are:
Gordon Coulson
Harry Guildford
Wallace Tyrie
The new Parish Council
members are:
Esh Ward
Margaret Sands
Wallace Tyrie
Langley Park Ward
Richard Bowyer
Gordon Coulson
Doreen Cummings
Joan Geany
Harry Guildford
Allan Harling
Alan Mollon
Susan Rothwell
Harry Tyler
Marie Tyler
Quebec Ward
Frank Crow
Alison Hiles (co-opted after
advice received from the
Returning Officer regarding
the co-option procedure)
Ushaw Ward
Christopher Bloor
Kevin Robson

Freedom of Information
Act 2000 – Model Scheme
Background
The purpose of the Act is to
make Councils more open
and transparent to their
ratepayers by providing a
significant
amount
of
information, on a voluntary
basis, rather than waiting
for it to be specifically
requested.
Councils are now obliged to
publish
details
of
information
which
is
available for inspection,
either on a hard copy, or by
request from the Clerk, or
by inspection from the
Council offices or possibly
on the Council’s web site.
Reasonable charges may
be raised for the provision
of copies/documents listed.
Several
potential
documents
have
been
highlighted
in
the
Information Commissioners
guidance notes including
certain core documents,
within the Core Classes of
Information, which must be
listed in any scheme
submitted for approval by
the Commissioners.
The core documents, within
the Core Classes identified
by the Commissioners, are
as follows:A Council Internal
Practice and Procedure
-All Council Minutes for the
last two years
-Procedural
Standing
Orders
-Annual Reports to the
Parish Meeting (presumably
the Annual Assembly in Esh
Parish Council’s case)

Why not give us a visit?
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B Code of Conduct
-Members Declaration
Acceptance of Office
-Members
Register
Interests

of
of

C Periodic Electoral
Review
-Information relating to the
last
Periodic
Electoral
Review of the council area
-Information relating to the
latest boundary review of
the Council’s area
D Employment Practice
and Procedure
-Terms and conditions of
employment
-Job descriptions
E Planning Documents
-Responses to planning
applications
F Audit and Accounts
-Basically
all
financial
records excepting where
commercially
sensitive
information is involved
Model Scheme
The
Information
Commissioners
have
devised a Model Scheme
(endorsed by the National
Association
of
Local
Councils), which is a fairly
simple document noting the
name of the Authority,
address, contact name and
the
type
of
Scheme
adopted.

Esh Parish Council’s
response
The Parish Council at its
Monthly Meeting held on 11
March 2003 resolved to:a) Make available the core
documents of the Core
Classes listed above, using
the Model Scheme adopted
by the Commissioners.
The Scheme to be referred
to as:The
Model
Publication
Scheme for Local Councils
(Core Classes Only).
The Model was submitted
for approval on 17 March
2003 to the Information
Commissioners.
However it was further
resolved that under Core
Class A only those minutes
of the open part of the
Meetings
(the
non
confidential items) should
be made available for
inspection by the Public, for
the reason contained in
Core Class F above;

d) Advise residents of this
decision in this case by
including
appropriate
articles in Esh Leaves and
on the web site.
M. G. Ackroyd
Parish Clerk
Footnote – All Planning
Applications and Decisions
are now on the Council’s
web site.
**STOP PRESS**
The Parish Council’s Model
Scheme was adopted by
the Information
Commissioner for the
period 28 February 2003 to
28 February 2007.

b) Consider the other
optional
documents,
referred to in the Act, at a
later date when the core
documents
have
been
published in accordance
with the recommendation
contained within paragraph
c) below;
c) Make available the core
documents in the Parish
Room by arrangement with
the Parish Clerk, although
some
documents
will
probably be available for
inspection on the Parish
Council’s web site at a later
date.

Esh Leaves

It is likely that the Parish
Council’s response to any
planning
application
submitted
(and
where
consulted) will be one of the
first
core
documents
recorded on the web site;
and
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Hanging Baskets
Nearly 60 baskets have
been hung this year by local
Nurseryman,
Paul
Snowdon, in Esh, Langley
Park and Quebec.

Events and Opportunities
Local Youngsters
Sponsored Cycle Ride
Back in May two young
children from Langley Park
set out on a sponsored
cycling
event,
from
Houghall College, to raise
money
for
Leukaemia
Research.
The event, part of the Blue
Peter Bikeathon, was one of
nearly 100 similar events
across the UK. This was the
third time the event had
been held and once again
attracted lots of entries and
a great deal of sponsorship.

uncan aged 7 and Kirsten
McGillivray, aged 5, pupils
at Esh Laude RC Primary
School, raised £21 each for
Leukaemia Research from
their 1.5mile ride, and have
already
expressed
in
interest in taking part in next
year’s event.
If anyone would like to
sponsor
Duncan
and
Kirsten for this event please
ring Judith Brown on 01207
521898.

Microchipping
Microchipping
is
a
permanent
way
of
identifying your dog. If your
dog has been microchipped
and strays, he can be easily
traced and returned to you
saving you time and money
and the worry of a lost dog.

Well done to Duncan and
Kirsten in taking part in this
event and raising money for
such a good cause.
________

Around 120 youngsters took
part in the Durham Blue
Peter Bikeathon.

If you have taken
part in a sponsored
event, or have an
interesting story to
tell, please get in
touch with us at
aparishclerk@aol.c
om or
eshleaves@hotmail
.com
Remember,
Esh
Leaves goes to
nearly 2500 homes
and is probably
read by nearly 5000
people so now is
your chance to tell
us your news.

Derwentside
D.C.
Dog
Warden can now Microchip
dogs FREE OF CHARGE if
you are on any benefit.
Those people who are not
on benefits are requested to
donate £9.50 to N.C.D.L.
(National Canine Defence
League).
For
more
information
telephone 01207 218311
and ask to speak to David
Costello or Lynn Copeland.

Kirsten and Duncan ready for School
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Wordgram
Our thanks go to a local
resident for compiling the
following Wordgram. Inside
the gram you will find 20
words which have strong
connections with the Parish.

Entries please to:

The first all correct solution
drawn out of the hat on
Tuesday 9 September 2003
will win a prize of £10.

by Friday 5 Sept 2003.

Esh Leaves

Mr M. G. Ackroyd
8 Long Garth
Whitesmocks
DURHAM CITY
DH1 4HJ
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We do not intend to publish
the compilers name at this
stage in order to protect
him/her
from
endless
requests for clues everytime
he/she is seen in the
street!!!

Sponsored Cycle Ride
Around the World

The Garden
Come to the garden alone,
while the dew is still on the
roses.
For the Garden of your daily
living:
- Plant three rows of peas
1. Peace of mind
2. Peace of heart
3. Peace of soul

If Carl Thompson is still
considering a sponsored
cycle ride outside the UK
then in addition to the
French
and
Greek
translations of “Do you
know the way to the Board
Inn, at Esh in England?” we
now have the following:
If in Warsaw "Czy znasz
droge do pubu, "The Board
Inn", Esh, w Anglii?"
Items for next issue
If you would like to publicise
an event in the next issue of
Esh Leaves, then either
drop a note to
The Parish Clerk at the
Parish Rooms, Langley
Park
or e-mail to
eshleaves@hotmail.com
Remember to include dates,
times, venues and details of
any costs involved.

- Plant four rows of squash
1. Squash gossip
2. Squash indifference
3. Squash grumbling
4. Squash selfishness
- Plant four rows of lettuce
1. Lettuce be faithful
2. Lettuce be kind
3. Lettuce be patient
4. Lettuce really love
one another
No garden is without turnips
1. Turnip for meetings
2. Turnip for service
3. Turnip to help one
another
To conclude our garden we
must have thyme
1. Thyme for each other
2. Thyme for family
3. Thyme for friends
WATER FREELY WITH
PATIENCE
AND
CULTIVATE WITH LOVE.
THERE IS MUCH FRUIT
IN YOUR GARDEN
BECAUSE YOU REAP
WHAT YOU SOW.
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NCH Sponsored Walk
A Sponsored Walk in aid of
NCH, the children's charity,
will be held on Saturday 28
September 2003.
The route will follow the Esh
Parish Walk and registration
will be 10.00am at Langley
Park Methodist Church,
where refreshments will be
served. Anyone wishing to
join the walk should call
Tracey Carr on 01207
571008 for registration and
sponsor forms.
NCH is a national charity
with local projects. They
run a family mediation
service
covering
the
Durham area and for further
information on the service
call 0191 3865418.
Local History
Are you interested in the
history of Esh? If anyone
would like to get together to
form a group of like-minded
souls, perhaps you could
contact me with a view to
arranging a meeting over a
“cuppa”.
You can leave
your name and a contact
number with Linda at Esh
Post Office or contact me
direct.
Mary Pearce
28 Green Court
Esh
marypearce_jones@yahoo.com
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Derwentside District
Council Leisure Activities
Summer 2003

Telephone
the
Leisure
Hotline on 01207 218014
for further details.

Outdoor Active Play
The Leisure Rangers are
going out and about in the
district with a mixture of
sports and crazy games for
you to join in with. Open to
everyone aged 7-11 years
old, with the emphasis on
promoting physical activity,
learning new skills and
having FUN!
Every Tuesday for the first 5
weeks of the holidays at
Langley Park Sports and
Welfare Club from 10am to
12noon.

Check the list below for
dates and venues.

The full programme of
Derwentside
Leisure
Services Summer Holiday
Activities including day trips,
sports coaching courses
and escorted bike rides will
be detailed in the Summer
Activity Guide, distributed
throughout the district in
Early July. For your copy
telephone 01207 218531.

FREE BUS SERVICE
AVAILABLE

Just £2 per session.
_______

JULY
21 (Monday)

Annfield Plain Park

Lark in the Park
Time: 11am - 4pm

23 (Wednesday)

Blackhill and Consett Park

25 (Friday)

Allensford Park

Admission: £3 (adults and
under 3's free)

28 (Monday)

Oakies Playing Fields, Stanley

30 (Wednesday)

Leadgate Eden Fields

AUGUST
1 (Friday)

Allensford Park

4 (Monday)

Blackhill and Consett Park

6 (Wednesday)

Craghead Millennium Green

8 (Friday)

Allensford Park

There'll be Fun and Games
with the Leisure Rangers,
Giant Inflatables, Soft Play
Area, Arts and Crafts, Live
Entertainers, Face Painting*
and much, much more!

11 (Monday)

Annfield Plain Park

13 (Wednesday)

Behind The Kings Head, Lanchester

15 (Friday)

Allensford Park

18 (Monday)

Oakies Playing Fields, Stanley

20 (Wednesday)

Blackhill and Consett Park

*Please note there will be
an additional charge for
face painting.

29 (Friday)

Allensford Park

Pack a picnic!
Grab all your friends and
family!
Book your seat on the free
bus service!
And come along for a 'Lark
in the Park'.
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While You’re Away
Most burglaries happen
when a house or flat is
empty. Don’t advertise your
absence when you are on
holiday, or even when you
are out shopping.
Use time switches –
available from DIY shops –
to turn on lights, radios and
other appliances, when
you’re out. This will make it
look as though your house
is occupied.

White Lining
Following requests received
from various local residents
County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong has arranged for
white lines to be marked
around the road junction
corners near the Working
Mens Club in Hawthorn
Terrace and outside the
Gypsy Queen Garage.
The County Council is also
considering white lines at
the entrance into the Earl of
Durham allotments off the
Close Langley Park.
Delivering Esh Leaves
We have changed our
delivery arrangements and
hopefully most residents are
receiving their copy through
the letter box.
Unfortunately there might
be the odd property which
misses out but fear not
spare copies are usually left
at the Esh and Langley
Park Post Offices.

Don’t let your TV or video
show through a window.
Draw the curtains if you are
going out for the evening.
Get a friend or neighbour to
look after your home when
you are on holiday – to
collect mail left in the
letterbox,
adjust
the
curtains, sweep up the
leaves, even mow the lawn
and generally make the
house look lived in.

The Parish Council would
like to thank the Northern
Echo for donating a trolley
to make life a little bit easier
for our delivery man,
Richard Cresham, who
finds his way to almost
2000 homes in the Parish to
bring you up to date with
what’s happening in the
area.

Wheels to Work –
Derwentside
Transport
has
been
identified through a variety
of consultation exercises,
as a major barrier for young
people
in
accessing
employment, learning and
training in West Durham.
The West Durham RTP
works to promote social
inclusion by developing
rural transport schemes. It
is seeking to establish a
project that will meet the
transport needs of young
people in the area to
improve
access
to
employment, training and
learning.
One of the
options is to look at
developing a ‘Wheels to
Work’ scooter loan scheme
that would target 16-25 year
olds. 20 x 50cc scooters
are
available,
and
equipment and CBT will be
provided.
Successful implementation
of such a scheme, whether
initially targeted to one pilot
area, or having coverage
across West Durham, would
rely on the proactive
contribution of
relevant
partners and a strong coordinator.
For further details contact:
Langley Park Transport
Group
on 0191 3737492.

If you go away, cancel the
milk and newspapers.
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Christine Shaw
BEd (Hons) MA

PART GARAGE TO LICENCE

BRICK BUILT. 600 SQUARE FEET IN AREA – WITH
AROUND 20% OF THE FLOOR AREA TO BE RETAINED BY
THE LANDLORD

Holistic & Complementary
Therapy
Arya House
Langley Park
0191 3734175

10’00” HEADROOM

Aromatherapy (Advanced)

ELECTRICITY, WATER AND SECURITY SYSTEM
AVAILABLE

Guidance & Counselling

LANGLEY PARK

REFERENCES AND BOND WILL BE REQUIRED

Indian Head Massage
Stress Management

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
RING 0191 3736687

Reiki

EXPESSIONS OF INTEREST MUST BE LODGED BY
PHONE BY 29 JULY 2003

Workshops
Training for Professionals
(Please telephone for brochure
and further details

FASTFIT
TYRES
LANGLEY

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres
Car Servicing, Repairs & MOT preparation

The secret of a
beautiful lawn
and it costs less than DIY!
A healthier GREENER lawn
in 4 easy steps.
Costs from as little as
£13.00 per application.
FREEPHONE
0800 1695009

FTL

Bill Johnston
Langley Park 0191 373 3501
We don't make a song and dance about our prices!
Traditional Conservation
Limited
•
•
•

Countryside
Management
Wildlife Gardens
Domestic
Landscaping

Mobile: 07867 762215
)
Esh Leaves
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Langley Park Fish Shop
Opening Times:
Mon-Wed
11-1 and 7:15-11:30
Thurs
11-1 and 4-10:30
Fri
11-1 and 4-11:30
Sat
11-1
Prop. Brian Winch, tel: 373 1474

LACE

Alan Madrell

HAIRDRESSING

Coach Hire

Mon-closed
Tue-Fri open 9am-5pm
Sat open 8.30am-3pm

16 seat Mini & 49 seat Executive Coaches

Julie Wordingham
Co-op Buildings, Langley Park
Durham DH7 9XE
Tel: 0191 3731959

Any Distance, Any Occasion
Telephone: 0191 3733145

Stuart Wright

IAN’S PLACE

Funeral Service, Durham

second hand furniture on sale
(plus wide range of bric-a-brac)

COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
24 HOUR SERVICE

HOUSE CLEARANCES
UNDERTAKEN

0191 373 3700 or 0191 386 3850
23 Marshall Terrace
43 Front Street
Gilesgate
Langley Park
Durham
Durham
DH1 2HX
DH7 9SA
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk

Just look at these prices!
Pine dressers £25
Table & chairs £15 to £25
3 piece suites from £35
Wardrobes from £10
Bedside cabinets from £4
Computer tables from £10
& much much more

Olivers Trees Ltd
Professional Tree Care & Consultancy
Proprietors: D. Oliver and C. Beirne

Lots of period furniture arriving
daily
Phone Ian on:
07745 527783
&
07732 156701

Unit 3, Langley Park Industrial Estate
Witton Gilbert, Durham DH7 6TX

31 Front Street, Langley Park

0191 373 9771 Fax: 0191 373 9772
e-mail: olivers@olvers-ts-freeserve.co.uk

Fothergills Pies
39 Front Street, Langley Park,
Durham DH7 9SA
Tel: 0191 373 6405

Retail
Outside catering for all occasions
- weddings, birthdays,
christenings, office parties,
freezer orders

Jill Pitt
Massage Therapist
Aromatherapy
Reflexology
Body Massage
Indian Head Massage

IIHHT
IIR
IHBC
IIHHT

10 years in business
Tel: 0191 373 5700
In Langley Park

Carol Long
Qualified Ladies’ Therapist
Reflexology I.T.E.C.
Aromatherapy I.I.H.T.
Massage Therapy
Langley Park
0191 373 2370
Federation of Holistic Therapists
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Langley Park Community Information Point
WHARTON LANDSCAPES
Esh Winning
SERVING THE
NORTH EAST
SINCE 1975
Tel No 0191 3733213

Community Information Points offer information on housing, benefits,
careers and job opportunities by providing access to information
leaflets, a PC with internet access and in due course video
conferencing equipment.
A Community Information Point will be in operation at the Church
Street Community Centre, Langley Park from Thursday 10 July and on
every subsequent Thursday. Opening times will be 1-3pm and a
volunteer helper will be on hand if required.

The Village Choice
17 Quebec Street, Langley Park
Telephone : 3739895

Children & Ladies Fashion,
Toys, Jewellery, Gifts,
Fancy Goods
Top Quality at Low Prices
GREETING CARDS AND BALLOONS FOR
ALL OCCASIONS

New stock arriving weekly
(Weekly payment scheme available)

Langley Park Garden Society

LOCAL HEARING AID
SERVICE

Stores open September to June
available through

Saturdays 9.00 to 11.15am

MR BRUCE CRABBE
RHAD MSHAA

Mondays 1.00 to 2.30pm
Stores situated to rear of
1 Garden Avenue
down the track leading to the Earl of Durham Allotments

Abiliti Hearing Care
51 Front Street,
Langley Park, DH7 9XB
Tel No 0191 373 4065
Free Call 0800 6526152
Open 10.00am to 2.00pm
Mon, Wed, Fri and Sat
DOMICILLARY VISITS
AVAILABLE

FREE TESTS
AND ADVICE
We sell all types
of hearing aids

Esh Leaves
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