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An Exciting New
Development for Residents
Over the last few months, an
exciting new development
has been taking place for
local people. From now on,
residents will have an
E.Q.U.A.L. opportunity!
A new group has been set
up to give residents a say in
local
issues
and
the
opportunity to be involved in
initiatives that affect life in
the area. This is a chance to
make real improvements to
the things that most concern
you.
The group is now forming a
committee to drive changes
forward and they have
proposed to call themselves
the E.Q.U.A.L. Community
Partnership. This is to reflect
all of the villages concerned,
Esh, Quebec, Ushaw, And
Langley Park but most of all
because of the sense in
which all villages will play an
equal part in the process.
E.Q.U.A.L. has been formed
as part of the regeneration
package
instigated
by
Derwentside District Council
and they have money
available for E.Q.U.A.L. to
make improvements to the
area. But this is not all. By
starting
a
Community

Partnership, a lot more
money will become available
for regeneration purposes.
This will mean that two
bodies will be working on
your behalf, E.Q.U.A.L. and
the Parish Council whose
good work and commitment
will still continue.
Last year, all households
were sent invitations to
attend consultation events to
ask what they thought of the
area as a place to live. A
Community Appraisal has
now been produced which
details residents’ comments.
This will form the basis of the
actions to be taken forward
by E.Q.U.A.L.. Some of the
most
important
issues
covered were:
the lack of recreational
facilities, especially for
children and young
people;
speeding traffic and
lack of parking;
the need for static
library provision;
the need for more
health-related support
services;
inadequate public
transport; and
the importance of
community safety.
Support is now being looked
for from the wider community

for E.Q.U.A.L. In October,
each household was invited
to participate, but we need to
find more residents who may
be interested and how far
they
want
to
become
involved. Any kind of help is
required; it may be from
planting bulbs on a Sunday
afternoon to being asked
your opinion about a specific
issue.
Here are the names of the E.Q.U.A.L.
Partnership interim executive
committee
Chair - David Mcleavey
Vice chair - Alison Hiles
Secretary - Tracy Mcleavey
Treasurer - Julia Brown
Although the following do not have
official titles, they also signed the
constitution.
Ken Bradshaw
Tony Sands
Rev. Michael Peers

If you would like to be
involved in this, or you would
like an informal chat, please
call Sharon or Gillian on
01429 823067.

In This Issue:
See page 3 for local job
opportunities…
And page 18 for the
Christmas Quiz answers…

News from around the Parish
Greetings from Esh wins
local resident major award
Esh-based Tracey Russell
was always interested in
designing greetings cards
but never thought for one
minute that it would lead to
an
incredibly
rewarding
business.
But it has. Tracey now runs
the very successful Tracey
Russell Greetings Cards,
designing,
manufacturing,
marketing
and
selling
unique, handmade greetings
cards to all corners of the
UK, Europe, and the USA.
From an initial turnover of
£17,000
in
1996,
the
company now has a turnover
Tracey
never
thought
imaginable 6 years ago.
Tracey has recently beaten
off stiff competition to win the
much coveted Northern Arts
sponsored Best Cultural and
Creative Business Award
and the North East Woman
Entrepreneur of the Year
Award for 2002.
Whilst taking a degree in
International
Textiles
at
Hartlepool College of Art and
Design
Tracey
began
making
very
simple
handmade cards. She used
papers and thin metals to
produce cards that were at
once totally unique and very
attractive.
During her spare time Tracey
travelled thousands of miles,
across the North East,
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Tracey Russell with Claire Mabin

selling cards to anyone who
would buy them.
One
particular shop - Acorns and
Angels in the Metro Centre agreed to try them. The
cards sold out quickly and it
was not long before Tracey
signed on a trial basis with
an agent specialising in
alternative stationery.

Once Tracey had left full
time education, the company
really developed. Through
Tracey Russell Greetings
Cards she expanded her
portfolio. She took on more
agents and now employs 10
to 12 covering most areas of
the UK, the United States
and parts of Europe.

In the summer of 1996
Tracey attended a business
start up course at the
Derwentside
Development
Agency and, with funding
from
the
Enterprise
Allowance
Scheme,
expanded
her
business
considerably. Increasing her
range of techniques, she
completed
many
commissions.
Weekends
were often spent travelling
across the country to craft
fairs to sell her work. She
also attended various art
exhibitions - including two at
the Shipley Art Gallery in
Gateshead.

The number of shops
stocking Tracey’s products
has risen from just a few,
only six years ago, to over
750 today - from small flower
shops and rural post offices
to Harrods, Paperchase,
Liberty and Harvey Nichols.
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In an average week between
2,500-3,000
cards
are
produced. Tracey employs
four full time staff and three
outworkers - the kind of
employment needed in the
rural area where she lives.
Tracey herself concentrates
on design, marketing and the
all important management of
the company.

A typical day for Tracey
begins at 6.00am and after
taking care of her 3 young
children Tracey gets down to
organizing staff, filling new
orders,
answering
calls,
designing new cards before
collecting the children from
school and looking after
them between more tasks
until bedtime. Then it’s down
to more work, combined with
bottle feeding and card
designing,
until
around
midnight.
She manages to achieve all
this with lots of help from her
parents and sister, partner
and
agents.
Anyone
acquainted with Tracey, and
with time to spare, knows
they’ll get roped into helping
out.
Somehow
Tracey
still
manages to maintain a social
life and devotes lots of time
to her three children Joe,
Molly and Alice - who is just
4 months old.
Tracey is always on the look
out for workers and is keen
on appointing local persons.
Currently there are several
positions available
including:On the premises
- a full time worker to insert
envelopes and cellowrapping
the cards along with other
tasks and
- 2 part time or 1 full time
card maker
Based at home
- multiple card makers

Further details can be
obtained from Tracey on
0191 3732497 or email:
traceyrussellcards@hotmail.com
Derwentside PCT launches
New Patient Advice and
Liaison Service
A new service aimed at
improving services to NHS
patients has been launched
by Derwentside Primary
Care Trust. The new Patient
Advice and Liaison Service
(PALS) will offer confidential
help, advice and support to
patients,
relatives
and
carers, and will help to guide
them through the different
services available from the
NHS.
Pam Gwynn, PALS Manager
for Derwentside Primary
Care Trust has worked in the
NHS for 22 years, originally
as a nurse but most recently
as a senior midwife based in
a local hospital maternity
unit. Pam said: "People are
stressed
and
frightened
when they are ill or have a
loved one who is poorly, and
the NHS can seem like an
overwhelming organisation
for some. Having a one stop
help point can be very useful
in reducing peoples fear and
anxiety, and if we can't help
them we can always identify
another organisation that can
help."
The PALS will be accessible
to patients, their carers and
families, to:
provide
advice
and
support;
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provide information on
NHS services, focusing
on
those
provided
locally;
listen
to
concerns,
suggestions or queries in
complete confidence and
feed these back to the
service providers and to
the PCT; and
help sort out problems
quickly - acting on behalf
of the patient, carer or
relative.
The PAL Service will also
link with other health care
agencies,
and
Social
Services, so if there are
issues or problems that
cover a number of services
the patient or their carers
may only need to make one
call.
The PALS will not replace
the
existing
complaints
service, which will continue
to
operate
separately.
However, a patient may
discuss an issue or problem
in complete confidence and if
it can be dealt with promptly
by the PALS they may wish
to resolve it there and then.
If it can not then the PALS
can give advice on the
correct route for the patient
to take on the complaints
procedure.
If you need any help, advice
or
support
from
the
Derwentside PALS contact
Pam
Gwynn,
PALS
Manager, Derwentside PCT
on 01207 214 371 or e-mail
pamela.gwynn@derwentsidepct.nhs.uk
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Sponsored Cycle Ride

Work on Public Footpath
No 56

In the previous edition we
reported on Carl Thompson’s
sponsored ride for Cancer
Research UK. Carl has now
raised over for £500 for this
Charity and, following a
nomination by the Parish
Council to his employer,
Arriva, he was recently
presented with an employee
Community Action Award. In
addition to receiving a
framed certificate Carl was
also presented with a
cheque for £150 towards
Cancer Research UK.
Well done Carl and good
luck with your sponsored ride
between the Poles or is it
somewhere nearer to home!
Should Carl be travelling
through Italy then he may
need to make a note of the
following:
“Mi scusi, mi puo indicare la
stada per the Board Inn, nel
villaggio
di
Esh
in
Inghilterra?”
or if in Athens
µ ,
Board Inn
Esh

If you happened to have
walked down Hill Top from
the Board Inn one Saturday
afternoon in January, and
looked
down
towards
Eastern Avenue, you might
have thought that you were
watching the next edition of a
David
Attenborough
blockbuster.
As it happened it wasn’t the
Life of Mammals effects
manager on location, nor
local residents looking for a
Yeti, but a team of Durham
Volunteer
Countryside
Rangers armed with flails
and scythes cutting a way
through
an
overgrown
footpath and constructing
some strategically located
chicanes.
After several hours work the
job was done and the old
footpath had regained some
of its former glory. During
the day 2 local children
(pupils from Langley Park
Primary School) joined the
team of Volunteers and

µ
;

in other words
“Excuse me, do you know
the way to the Board Inn at
Esh Village, in England?”
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worked with them for several
hours and from what we hear
they enjoyed every moment.
The Parish Council would
like to thank the Rangers for
all their hard work and
Rebekah Barton and Keegan
Harris for giving up their
Saturday afternoon to carry
out such valuable community
work. Well done to Rebekah
and Keegan.
The Durham Voluntary
Countryside Ranger
Service
The
Durham
Voluntary
Countryside Ranger Service
is a success story to be part
of! The weekly Wednesday
Working Parties have an
average of 15 Voluntary
Rangers working hard to
improve the Countryside
near you! Another gang also
meets for monthly Saturday
tasks with jobs varying from
bridge construction to pond
digging and stile construction
to path clearance work.
The Voluntary Rangers don’t
just get involved in practical

tasks. Tree Warden work,
patrolling countryside sites,
stewarding Guided Walks
and
monitoring
public
footpaths keep the Voluntary
Rangers busy in a variety of
ways and provide interesting
and rewarding opportunities
in countryside work.
The
Durham
Voluntary
Countryside Rangers are an
active group who like the
chance to get out into the
beautiful
and
diverse
countryside around County
Durham, meet like-minded
people, develop existing
skills and gain new ones
while
making
a
real
difference to the countryside.
Of course, there’s plenty of
opportunity to have fun and
working with people is a
great way to make new
friends.

St Cuthbert’s Hospice
Shop Langley Park
The St. Cuthbert’s Hospice
Shop in Langley Park
celebrated 10 years of
trading in the village, in
November 2002.
The Hospice at Merryoaks in
Durham, would like to thank
customers past and present
for their continued support
and
promotion
of
the
Hospice cause. We are also
very grateful to the small
team of volunteers who help
in the shop, some in actual
fact have helped since we
opened in November 1992.
We are always looking for
new volunteers to join the
team, and anyone who is
interested should telephone
the
Hospice
on
0191
3861170.

Ladies from the Langley
Park shop recently visited
the Hospice in Durham and
had their photograph taken.
From left to right (below)
they are Jennifer Warne,
Rita
Wadge,
Margaret
Oldroyd,
Alma
Smith,
Maureen Saville, Teresa
Fryer and Joan Joicey.
From the Editor
We understand that Alma
Smith has helped in the
Langley Park shop since it
opened. The Parish Council
would like to thank Alma, all
those involved in looking
after
the
shop
since
November
1992
and
residents who are forever
popping in with donations.

If you are interested in
joining please contact Dave
Ranner on 0191 383 4087.
Article submitted by Victoria
Lloyd, Parish Paths Officer,
Durham County Council

If you have any news or
articles for the next issue of
Esh Leaves, e-mail
eshleaves@hotmail.com
or drop in at the Parish
Rooms, Langley Park

(Photograph courtesy of Philip Nixon)
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My Memories of Ushaw
Coming down into the village
there
was
"Old
Mrs.
Pearson's, later known as
the "Widow's" and the tuck
shop for Ushaw students. I
remember Divines coming in
1877.
Mrs Pearson was
famous for tea cakes, and
mince pies, and the boys in
the village used to resent the
College Play Days, because
they were never allowed into
the
shop
while
"The
Gentlemen"
were
there.
Mrs Pearson was a very kind
old lady, and often came out
to sell sweets to boys who
were waiting to be served
but dared not enter the shop.
Mrs Pearson had two sons
and two daughters. When
she died the elder daughter,
Mrs Jones, took the shop on,
and
her
niece,
Lizzie
Benson, helped. Mr Jones
died, and the tuck shop
became "The Widow's." At
the death of Mrs Jones, the
property and business was
left to Frances Pearson, her
niece.
The
present
generation knew "Frances"
well.
"Bullen's House" stood on
the left of the road a few
yards from the Widow's
towards the village. It is now
gone. In 1880, Mr McPeake,
who was the engineer for the
College, lived there. He
disappeared one day and
never returned.
The houses standing at the
bottom of Ushaw Lane used
to be very important. They
were
built
before
the
College. Old John Oyston
used to live in one. He was
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a travelling tailor, and made
all the clothes for the
farmers. He once walked to
Scotland on business playing
the fiddle at public houses as
he went. When he returned
be built a shop and house
now known a "The Murder
House." Groceries were sold
to the villagers. He had two
sons: John served his time
at the Ushaw Cobbler's
shop, which stood next to
Peter Seed's old house,
down the fields from the Gas
Houses.
His master was
"Old Knowles." Later John
began for himself behind his
father's grocery shop. Willie,
the other son, served his
time under Douai Charles
Morin as a tailor. He kept
the outdoor selling shop at
Esh, and was also the
College "Front Door" man,
before Alf. Morin.
John
Oyston's daughter married
Mr Maynard, and when her
father died she gave up the
shop and let it to Mrs Moore,
who was murdered in the
house in the 1920s.
The centre of the village life
in every was the Board Inn.
Here all village social events
began and ended. "Old Tom
Waugh" lived here in 1877
and he was a typical folly
farmer and barman. Twice a
year the huntsmen and
hounds collected. All the
holes in "The Fox Cover," the
fields near Saddler's pit,
were grated the night before
by Mr Headman who served
as a cobbler under "Old
Knowles."
Previous to
leaving the Board Inn, the
whole company had a good
meal, and the "stirrup cup"
was passed round to all
6

outside the pub.
Then
huntsmen, hounds and every
man and woman followed till
they could run no longer.
Even Hill Top schoolchildren
played truant that day from
school. After the run, every
one returned to the Board In
for a good hot supper and a
toast to the lady who
received the fox's brush.
Several times it was Miss
Leadbitter of Flass Hall.
Another grand event was the
"College Trip " in the
summer.
It was a day
looked forward to from year
to year (Hill Top was a
typical English village. All the
girls thought it their duty to
work for the college, and the
boys followed their fathers.
Many villagers were married
to villagers, and many priests
were born from these
marriages - the Goundrys,
Marleys,
followed
by
Holidays, and Averys, etc.).
A farm cart with all the
provisions for the day, which
consisted of a nine gallon
barrel of beer, wines, spirits,
two or three cooked hams, a
cooked goose, a cooked
round of beef, sandwiches,
bread and butter, left early in
the morning for Finchale
Abbey.
Master
of
Ceremonies was always
Anthony Macklam. All indoor
and outdoor servants were
invited. Flat farm carts were
gaily
decorated,
seats
screwed down, and all
collected at the Board Inn.
The ladies all wore dainty
paper hats, the men funny
ones. Each man turned his
coat inside out, and each
was provided with a whistle.

The procession left about 10
a.m., when the whole village
turned out to wave them off.
The whole way to Finchale,
through Langley Park and
Witton Gilbert, people turned
out to cheer and hurray, with
much shouting and singing
by those on the carts. After
a jolly day, they all returned
to Ushaw about 7 p.m., when
a good supper was provided
for everyone in the Servants'
Hall.
Every year a Leek Show was
held at the Board Inn in the
autumn. It was very famous
and many came from
distances to see it. This
meeting always called for a
feast.
In those days there was no
national assistance, so every
man and boy working in Hill
Top used to pay 6d and 3d.
to a Sick Club. If anyone
became sick, or out of work,
if there was a balance left, it
was divided among the
subscribers. At Christmas
time all paid 2/6, and a jolly
good supper was provided
for all.
F. WRANGHAM
(To be concluded)
Unfortunately we have not
been able to trace the
continuation part but will
keep looking.
Article kindly provided by Mr
W. Joynes of Langley Park

A New Gardening Season
With the new season upon us we
thought readers might be amused
by the following verse.

The Gardening Doctor
Do you suffer from
PLUMBAGO
is your back a little sore?
Or perhaps its
PYRACANTHUS
Which you caught in
Singapore?
You’ve a nasty little HOSTA
Which I think I’ll have to
lance
And I notice a SPIREA
Has been leading you a
dance!
Are you getting forgetful?
Is NEMISIA the cause?
Does your ANTIRRHINUM
pain you
When you’re walking out of
doors?
You’ve had SKIMMIA
RUBELLA
I can see that by your nose
And CORNUS CAPITOSA
Has played havoc with your
toes!
How is your VIRBURNUM
TINUS?
Have you lost your sense of
smell?
Use a SYRINGA AREFLEXA
That should help to keep it
well.
I’m afraid your
MACROCARPUS
Isn’t really up to scratch
And do avoid NIGELLA
It’s a nasty thing to catch!
Still, I think you’re doing
nicely
Watch the QUERCUS in
your knees
Take your BERBERIS twice
nightly
Cheerio! Next patient please!
7

Growing Old Gracefully
Autumn Gold
When I first moved to
Langley Park I was surprised
at the number of people
living to a ripe old age and
still being alert with a young
and active mind. Perhaps it’s
something in the air, yet
many of us will wonder if
growing old will change us.
Of course, the word ‘old’ can
mean different things to
different people. I remember
talking to a lady in her 80’s
and suggesting a stair lift for
her husband who was having
difficulty climbing the stairs.
To
which
she
rather
indignantly replied, ‘Well,
they are for old people aren’t
they, and we’re not old’.
What a wonderful attitude,
which made me realise that
whatever age we are, in our
minds we are still young
people. Yet, as time goes by
we are given a few gentle
reminders that the years are
gradually creeping on.
Leaping out of bed one
morning we look into the
mirror and find a few grey
streaks in our hair, and in no
time at all we men are
shocked to find hair bristling
from our ears. Just a shade
worrying!
And talking about worry, we
do start to worry more, and
with our memory not being
as good as it was, the next
day we can forget what we
were worrying about.
Now that’s really worrying,
so now we spend all that day
worrying about not being
April 2003

able to remember what we
were
worrying
about
yesterday.
Then
there
are
those
embarrassing
moments
when our memory refuses to
kick-in when we really need
it. A person we’ve known for
over 30 years suddenly
appears, with that ‘hailfellow-well-met’ expression,
and we just can’t remember
his name.
‘Why, hello . . . . . . ’ we
desperately
clicking
fingers trying to find
memory cell holding
elusive name.

cry,
our
the
that

Of course, we have a
fantastic memory really. We
can spend hours telling
stories about things that
happened over 50 years
ago, and see them as clear
as
if
they
happened
yesterday.
It’s rather strange though,
considering
our
hearing
capacity has diminished a
bit, loud music seems to
bother us more these days,
and we feel we have entered
a new phase in our lives
when shop assistants raise
their voice to a shout with the
words, ‘Are you all right
love?’ as we desperately try
and keep up with that checkout conveyor belt throwing
our groceries all over the
place.

twist. We’ve long imagined
leisurely
days
drinking
numerous cups of tea and
savouring every delicacy we
can think of, yet now we’ve
only to look at a cream cake
and we put two pounds on!
But, there are so many
wonderful things for us to
enjoy. We are now in the
Autumn years of our life, and
I have always loved the
Autumn time. Those calm
mellow days gently bathed
by the warmth of the sun’s
orange glow, lighting the
beauty of nature at its best.
A wonderland of colour from
gold to bright glowing red
where we can smell the
nectar of memories going
back to our childhood.

Verity Williams – Model
Behaviour
Late last year Channel 4
screened another series of
their Model Behaviour TV
reality show. Over 11000
people had entered the
competition to win a coveted
year’s modelling contract
with top agency Select and
cover shoots with two glossy
magazines.
The hopefuls were whittled
down to eight who shared a
London flat as they tried to
make it in the fashion
industry. Cameras followed
the contestants filming them
getting used to a life of
pampering, preening and
some hard work on photo
shoots.

These are precious years
that must be savoured, for
we are much wiser now. We
have experienced the knocks
and blows and come out on
top, and have so much to
offer those who haven’t time
to stop and think, like us.
We can remember a time
that is almost unimaginable
to the children of today, the
simple pleasure of chasing
the soap around a tin bath in
front of a living room fire.
Yet, the joy of those happy
childhood memories will
warm us and sustain us
through these very special
Autumn years of our life.
Terry Chilton.

Mind you, nowadays more
and more people are taking
early retirement to enjoy the
pleasures they didn’t have
time for while working, but
nature can throw a surprising
Esh Leaves

Verity aged 10 yrs
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Then it was down to two girls
and two boys who flew to
New York to take part in a
fashion shoot before the
judges finally picked the two
winners, one to grace the
cover of GQ and the other
the
front
of
Glamour
magazine.

Currently Verity is carrying
out
some
occasional
modelling for the IMG Model
Agency (London Branch)
and works one day a week
as a Research Assistant for
Stuart Bell the MP for
Middlesbrough.

What has all this to do with
Esh Leaves you might well
ask. The answer quite simply
is that the runner up, in the
girls’ section, was Verity
Williams who lived in Hall
Road, Esh from 1992 to
1998 when her father, David,
tragically died, and the family
(2 boys and 2 girls) then
moved down to Surbiton with
their mother Sue.

A local businessman has
kindly sent in a copy of an
interesting
monthly
magazine called The Pilot.
Nothing unusual in that do
we hear you say. Well in this
particular edition was an
article about a fly-in at
Langley Park accompanied
by a photograph showing a
Stearman aeroplane flying
past
some
pretty
tall
skyscrapers.
I had to look twice. Surely
that wasn’t George Street in
the distance and Maplewood
Court to the left of the
picture.
No, I was utterly and
hopelessly wrong – a quick
check on the text revealed
that this wasn’t the Langley
Park
in
Co
Durham,
bedecked
with
hanging
baskets along Front Street,
but another Langley Park in
Perth, Western Australia.

Verity was a pupil at Esh
Laude RC Primary School
between 1992 and 1995 and
then St Leonards from 1995
to 1998. Verity always had a
yearning for the fashion
industry
and
indeed
appeared in a half hour
documentary
“Magnetic
North” on Tyne Tees which
followed two County Durham
girls to London into the world
of modelling.
If you walk across the Green
at Esh you will see two red
seats which were refurbished
and dedicated to David
Williams in 1998.

Another Langley Park

We wish Verity and her
family all the best for the
future. Who knows one day
Naomi Campbell’s successor
might be ‘Turning on’ the
Esh Christmas tree lights!

Incidentally Verity appeared
on the front of the January
2003 edition of Glamour.

Perhaps the Parish Council
should twin with this other
Langley Park and invite
Doreen
Cummings
to
organise trips there now that
her annual visits to the
Pyrenees are nearly over.
If any reader is aware of
other Langley Parks in the
WORLD then please feel
free to send in a short article,
e-mail
eshleaves@hotmail.com

We hear that Verity is now in
a gap year and in October
2003 will be starting a 3 year
course at Durham University
in Politics and Economics.
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Hill Top View
Regeneration
In 1998 Hill Top View was
one of several housing
estates
identified
for
examination
under
the
Council’s
Regeneration
Strategy.
The problems common to
each of these estates
included:
•

little or no demand for
the council houses on
the
estate,
which
results in high number
of empty properties;

•

high instances of AntiSocial behaviour, in
and
around
the
estate, and vandalism
of the houses, cars
and
surrounding
environment;

•

high
turnover
of
tenancies,
whereby
people moving into
properties
remain
there for only a
relatively short time
before moving on
elsewhere.

As demand for Council
Housing, in general, has
continued to decline since
1998,
these
specific
problems, in relation to Hill
Top View estate, have
increased.
The Council has now to look
at options for the way
forward for the estate.

Esh Leaves

A consultation exercise has
begun and residents of the
estate are being interviewed
on a one to one basis.
When
the
survey
is
completed all views will be
considered and Housing
Officers will meet with
Elected Members to discuss
proposals.
The proposals will then be
aired at a “drop in” session
where
officers
will
be
available to answer any
questions.

Finally, a report will be put
forward to the Council’s
Executive
(the
decision
making body of the Council)
and Residents will be
advised when this is going to
take place.
It is hoped that the whole
process will take no longer
than three months at which
time a decision will be made
about the future of Hill Top
View.
Article submitted by Mary
Allanson
at
the
Neighbourhood Office

10

Musical Magic Show
Children and parents were
entertained to a Musical
Magic Show at the Wood
View Community Centre with
music from their latest hit
production TOYS. As the
group’s
colourful
poster
promised it was a Rockin
Poppin
afternoon
of
entertainment
written,
devised and produced by
John and Lawraine Hails of
Moveable Feast Arts.
Around 30 members of the
Group performed a number
of tunes from Les Miserables
and Chitty Chitty Bang Bang
(eat your heart out Dick Van
Dyke) to a powerful rendition
of “I’m a Believer” and had
the audience gyrating to the
rhythm of the music despite
the occasional interruption to
announce the latest score
from the Stadium of Fright
(that was the day when
Sunderland scored 3 own
goals in less than 10
minutes!).
There were several solo
contributions, including one
from a 76 year old who
chose a number from Les
Miserables (ironically at the
very moment Sunderland
had just conceded their third
own goal).
At the end of the show the
Parish Council Chairman,
Alison Hiles handed over a
cheque for £250 to SNUG
and gave them a big thank
you for a most enjoyable
afternoon’s entertainment.

Esh Parish Council Pages
Quebec Noticeboard
The new noticeboard was
erected in mid March, in front
of the Quebec and District
Village
Hall,
and
was
unveiled by Parish Chair
Alison Hiles.
The board is similar to the
one erected on the triangle
at Esh Village, and is single
sided with an A1 size map
and a separate lockable
compartment for 2 x A4 size
notices.
Funding for the board was
obtained, by the Parish
Council,
from
Durham
County Council, under the
Parish Paths Partnership
initiative and, in conjunction
with
the
Village
Hall
Association, through the

North East and Cumbria
Cooperative
Community
Dividend Fund.
The Dividend Fund donated
£500 and below is a
photograph showing Barbara
Ainsley from the Village Hall
Association receiving the
cheque
from
Mr
Eric
Williams (Area Committee
Member of the Dividend
Fund Committee). Also in
the photograph is Mr John
Leonard,
the
Branch
Manager of the Langley Park
Cooperative Store.
It is hoped to include an
article on the unveiling
ceremony in the next edition
of Esh Leaves.

Play Areas
Regrettably there is no
progress
to
report
concerning the Engineers
long awaited inspection of
the Parish Council’s play
areas.
However readers
should refer to one of our
main features, the Village
Appraisal report on page 1,
which encourages residents
to get involved in improving
the play facilities within the
villages.
In the circumstances the
message must be as before
– the sites are closed until
further notice.
Esh Parish Council www
site
The Parish Council is in the
process of creating its own
web site. Watch out for
details in the next edition of
Esh Leaves.
In the meantime until the
Council’s
own
site
is
established a limited amount
of
information
will
be
available on
www.eshparishcouncil.derwentside.gov.uk

The Parish Council would
like to use some old
photographs of the parish on
this site. Please contact
0191 3736687 if you have
any suitable items we could
use.
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Parish Transport Initiative
Very recently you should
have
received
a
questionnaire about local
transport. A group of Parish
Councillors
have
been
working on this with a grant
from the County Council. We
hope to get a further, larger
grant from the Countryside
Agency to actually put some
of your ideas into practice.

Parish Council Meetings
Tuesdays
7pm
8 April
Annual Assembly followed
by Ordinary Parish Council
Meeting
13 May
Annual General Meeting
followed by Ordinary Parish
Council Meeting
10 June
Ordinary Parish Council
Meeting
8 July
Ordinary Parish Council
Meeting

The only thing is, unless you
fill in the forms and return
them quickly, we can’t find
out
what
you
really
want/need in the way of
transport,
although,
of
course, we do have some
ideas of our own.
The
survey money runs out at the
end of March so we need the
results analysed before then.
Although the deadline for
receipt of questionnaires has
now passed responses can
still be left in the Parish
Room,
Church
Street
Community Centre, Langley
Park, until 31st March 2003.
Alison Hiles,
Parish Council

Esh Leaves

Chair

Meetings to be held in the
Parish Room (opposite the
Post Office, Langley Park)
unless otherwise advertised.
Agenda
are
usually
displayed in the Parish
Room, Esh and Langley
Park Post Offices, the Trailer
Library, Esh noticeboard and
at Ushaw College.
Esh Leaves Book
All copies have been sold.
The Parish Council has now
submitted details of the
project to Durham County
Council for consideration
under the Local Agenda 21
category of the Environment
Awards for 2002.

Esh
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Winter Gritting
During the winter season the
Parish Council arranged for
a local contractor to carry out
a limited amount of footpath
salting. As the public notices
displayed during this period
indicated, the Parish Council
is not responsible for this
type of work. However, with
the agreement of its insurers
and the Highway Authority,
some work was undertaken
by the Parish Council on the
main shopping areas, steep
slopes, sheltered bus stops
and footpaths close to OAP
bungalows.
As the District Council
carried out a limited service
near the main shops, during
the week, the Parish Council
arranged to treat those areas
on weekends only.
The work was undertaken as
long as the limited budget
allowed.
No Longer Wanted
The Parish Council would
like to thank the new resident
who kindly responded to the
advert in the November
edition of Esh Leaves and
donated a good quality filing
cabinet to the Council. This
latest piece of equipment
now has pride of place in the
Parish Offices. Thank you to
the resident concerned and
we hope that you have now
settled in to the area.

District and Parish Council Elections 1 May 2003 - All postal
voting for this year’s elections in Derwentside

Are you interested in
becoming a candidate?

Why is the District Council doing this?
In recent years, fewer people have been voting at elections. The Government
has wondered whether the traditional way of voting in polling stations is still
st
the best way for the 21 century. The Government is therefore allowing
Derwentside, together with our neighbouring authorities of Chester-le-Street
and Wear Valley, to carry out a ‘Pilot Scheme’ of postal voting across two
districts. The object of this joint working partnership is to make voting more
convenient for people. This way of voting has been tried by other authorities
in elections last year and proved to be very popular - more than twice as
many voted compared to recent years. Voting by post means that voting can
be done at any time of the day and it is hoped that it will encourage people to
exercise their right to vote.

Any person over the age of 21 who
is either :

How will it work
th
Everyone has until 11 March to make sure that they are registered for these
th
elections. From 16 April a ballot paper will be sent to everyone on the
electoral register together with a pre-paid envelope.
You should then
Mark the ballot paper with an X for the candidate(s) of your choice
Fold the ballot paper as shown to make sure that the return address
is showing in the
envelope window
Put the ballot paper in the envelope - remember, it is pre-paid so you
do not need a stamp
st
Post the envelope in good time to reach us by 4pm on 1 May - any
votes received after this time cannot be counted. We would
th
recommend that you post it no later than 29 April.
If you prefer, you can hand in your envelope at one of the following locations:
Civic Centre, Consett
Council Offices, Front Street, Stanley
Council Offices, Lanchester
Neighbourhood Office, Langley Park
Civic Centre, Chester-le-Street
Civic Centre, Crook
Council Offices, Bishop Auckland
Tourist Information Centre, Stanhope
Remember, because the three Councils are working together, your ballot
paper can be handed in at ANY of the above locations. These locations will
st
be open their usual hours - except on 1 May - the last time you can hand in a
ballot 4p.m.
We would advise any elector to only hand their completed ballot paper
envelope to a member of their family or a friend for posting. If you or
they cannot post the ballot paper envelope it is advisable that, in the
interests of security and privacy, the completed ballot paper should not
be handed over to persons other than Council staff authorised by the
Returning Officer.
What if I will be away when the ballot papers go out?
You can either have the ballot paper posted to yourself at the address you will
be at or appoint someone else (known as a Proxy) to cast your postal vote on
your behalf.

Please ring the Electoral Services Office on 01207 218011 or
218218 for more details.
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registered as a local
government elector for the
parish.
has occupied land or
premises within the parish
as an owner or tenant for
12 months preceding the
nomination date.
had their principle place of
work within the parish for
the 12 months preceding
the nomination date.
during the whole of the 12
months, resided in the
parish or within 4.8
kilometres (3 miles) of the
parish.
can stand as a candidate at these
elections.
You do not need to be a member
of a political party to be a
candidate. Any individual who can
meet one of the criteria above can
stand as a candidate.
th

Nominations open on 24 March
st
and close at NOON on 1 April.
If you would like a nomination pack
or further information for the
DISTRICT COUNCIL elections,
contact : Jim Thompson, Electoral
Services Unit, Civic Centre,
Consett, Co Durham DH8 5JA
(Tel. 01207 218011)
(Email:
j.thompson@derwentside.gov.uk)
If you would like a nomination pack
or further information for the
PARISH
COUNCIL
elections,
contact :
Mr M. G. Ackroyd, 8 Long Garth,
Whitesmocks, Durham City, DH1
4HJ (Tel No 0191 3736687)
Please note that successful
candidates will be asked to sign
the Councils Model Code of
Conduct
and
complete
a
Declarations of Interest pro forma.
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Christmas Lights
We are pleased to report that
there were no serious
problems on the 3 trees and
various decorations installed
for the 2002 festive season.
The Parish Council would
like to thank residents for
looking after the trees, the
contractors who worked so
hard in assembling and then
removing the decorations
and trees and not least our
sponsors.
As residents will no doubt
have seen in the press
Howard Wilkinson, the then
Sunderland AFC Manager
did the honours and although
he was concerned that he
would not have time to sign
any autographs he signed all
that was asked of him.
Howard remained for about
an hour, had a cuppa in the
Baptist Chapel (our thanks
also to them) and brought
with him a signed print for
the pupils of Langley Park
Primary
School
in

Children from Langley Park Primary School

recognition of all their hard
work in decorating the
Christmas tree boards.
The boards set the seal on
the tree and were much
admired by residents. Our
special thanks go to the
pupils and staff involved.
In
recognition
of
the
magnificent floral display
each year at the Cross Keys

Inn, Esh, and for all his hard
work with the local Treat
Fund, a framed photograph
of Edwin Pickersgill with
Howard Wilkinson (arranged
by Terry Chilton) was
presented by the Parish
Council Chairman, Alison
Hiles, to Edwin before the
Treat’s Christmas dinner.
The occasion was covered
by the Northern Echo.
Tree planting along
Kaysburn Road
As part of this year’s Tree
Week, the Parish Council is
holding discussions with the
County Council for trees to
be planted along Kaysburn
Road.
Subject to an appropriate
scheme being agreed with
the County Council it is
hoped to start work on site
during Autumn 2003. More
details of this project should
appear in the next edition of
Esh Leaves.

Alison Hiles & Edwin Pickersgill
Esh Leaves
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Precept
When local Council Tax
payers receive their rates bill
for 2003/04 it is possible that
there will be a rise on the
previous year’s bill. The
Parish Council would like to
make it quite clear that none
of the rise will relate to any
additional precept raised by
the Parish Council.
At its February Meeting the
Parish Council resolved to
maintain the precept charged
to the District Council at the
same level as for 2002/03.
The Parish Council’s precept
has
therefore
remained
virtually unchanged since
1998/1999.
The Recreation Ground
Despite certain rumours
circulating,
the
Parish
Council is not discussing the
possible
sale
of
the
Recreation Ground to a
developer nor has it received
any offers for the site.
On the contrary, the Parish
Council
has
been
in
discussions with both the
County Council and the
Durham Wildlife Trust on the
possibility of extending the
very attractive lowland heath
area on this site, removing
some of the shrubs to
enhance the growth potential
of the heather and improving
the
internal
footpath
arrangements.
More details of this project
should appear in the next
edition of Esh Leaves.

Childrens Golden Jubilee
Calendar 2003
Calendars were distributed
to:
the pupils at the three
Parish Schools;
Senior
Citizens
through
the
local
Treat Funds;
the Churches and, by
personal contact, to
the Salvation Army
(for needy children);
Tree Tops (Children’s
Ward,
University
Hospital); and
many others who
have
helped
or
supported the Parish
Council during the last
year.
In
total
around
1250
calendars were handed out
as part of the Jubilee
celebrations.
Audit
The
Parish
Council’s
accounts for 2001/02 have
now been audited by an
external
Auditor.
A
Certificate was issued by the
Council
for
display
in
appropriate
locations
advising residents on the
relevant
inspection
arrangements.

Earl of Durham Allotments
At the end of the 2002
growing season the Parish
Council
obtained
some
surplus
planings
(road
surface scrapings) from the
County
Council
and
arranged for these to be
spread onto the Earl of
Durham allotments access
road by a local Contractor.
It is hoped to provide some
similar material in the near
future for the remaining
allotments at Cross Fell.
Quebec Layby
In view of the ongoing
parking
problems
experienced
in
Quebec,
which
amongst
other
problems
has
caused
damage to the highway
verge, the County Council,
the Parish Council and
County
Councillor
Joe
Armstrong (using part of his
Member’s
budget)
have
joined forces to fund a lay by
opposite the Village Hall.

No major matters were
identified by the Auditor.
The accounts are available
for inspection by prior
arrangement with the Parish
Clerk.
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Subject to the quotations
received, a lay by for around
10 to 15 vehicles should be
constructed during early
summer.

April 2003

Tree Planting
As part of Tree Week 2002
the Parish Council obtained
a grant from the County
Council to plant some young
trees on Esh Village Green
and a yew tree in the
grounds of the All Saints
Church in Langley Park.

Tree Week is usually held at
the end of November each
year and the Parish Council
has
been
an
active
participant in this scheme for
several years.
CALLING ALL POTENTIAL
BROADBAND USERS
ARE YOU FRUSTRATED
BY THE LACK OF A HIGH
SPEED
INTERNET
CONNECTION?
Several
residents
living
within the New Brancepeth
Exchange
area
(which
includes Esh, Langley Park,
Ushaw and Quebec) have
already registered an interest
in Broadband.
The facility is not yet
available as less than 400
potential subscribers (the
trigger level) have pre
registered an interest by
completing a form on the BT
web site.
Esh Leaves

This year the trees were
provided and planted by a
local
nurseryman,
Paul
Snowdon,
with
the
assistance of Alison Hiles,
Chairman of Esh Parish

Before
enabling
an
Exchange BT will probably
contact all those who pre
registered and only when
they are satisfied that there
are at least 400 subscribers
will
they
consider
commissioning the required
works.
The pre registration details
are fairly simple and once
the Exchange is enabled BT
Retail will probably contact
you to let you know that you
can order BT Broadband.
As at mid March 2003, just
over 200 persons had
already pre registered with
BT.
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Council together with several
children from Class 3, Esh C
of E Primary School and two
Teachers, Miss Hunter and
Miss Taylor.

With one big push we might
just get the figure over the
trigger point of 400.
Next time you are surfing the
net why not pre register by
logging on to:www.bt.com/broadband

Other Local www Sites
In the previous edition we
referred to a new local web
site. However residents may
not have been be aware of
another site which was first
established in 1999 by
Mauro Della Verita who runs
the MS Electrical shop.
We invited Mauro to write a
few words about his site.
“I do have a website
advertising that I can design
websites for medium small
businesses and for private
users.
This site was meant as a
‘thank you’ to the village that
has accepted me (Italian
born) and my family as one
of you. I designed this site
around the end of 1999, just
after a year one of my
websites - MSelectrical.co.uk
- was on the net.
I do know - although many
congratulated me for the site
- the old one was a bit ugly (I
admit it!) and since I did not
have very much time before,
I decided - at the beginning
of this year – to refresh it and
I was waiting for a suitable
‘Domain name’ which would
have reflected the village
name and a personal type of
website but dedicated to a
village, so I did not choose
the net one - because it’s not
a network.

I have learned very much
about Internet and HTML,
during the past 4 years and
have been able to design this
site in a new way used by
many
informative
portal
websites.
This site is meant to be as a
portal or starting point for you
- our village inhabitants - in
order to help you to find what
you are seeking for and also
for people from Langley
Park, that moved away for
various reasons and are now
living far from here and
wanted to know what has
happened to their village or
trying to find their relatives
and/or friends.

Calendar Quiz
The winning entry was
received
from
Marion
Stockdale, Esh Village and
the second prize went to
Stuart Harris, the Langley
Park Post Master.
Well done
winners!

to

The answers
follows:-

the

two

were

as

1.

Cher

2.

Goodnight Girl

3.

Establishing the Police
Force in England
(Bobby)

4.

JR Ewing

5.

Harold MacMillan

6.

Alexei Leonov

7.

Greece

8.

Victoria (Posh Spice)

9.

France

10.

9p

11.

Betty Stove

12.

Germany

13.

Judy Garland

14.

Martin Luther King

Thank you for visiting it and
keep e-mailing me with ideas
and information.”

15.

Frank Ifield

16.

Living Doll July 1959

17.

Stephen Hawkins

Mauro Della Verita
(Webmaster
of
LangleyPark.me.uk
and
Mselectrical.co.uk Electronic
Technician & Partner)

18.

Christopher Plummer

19.

Marton, near

The layout of this site is
mainly stable with all the
main links always displayed
on all main pages and it will
not change much, apart from
the usual maintenance and
looks. I will only change
what is appropriate to
change from time to time or if
you send fresh information or
pictures relevant to the
village.
If you wish to
advertise oncoming events,
please let us know.

I then found around March
2002 the

Middlesbrough
20.

Live and Let Die

LangleyPark.me.uk
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Village Christmas Quiz
The nearest all correct
answer received was from
Marion
Stockdale,
Esh
Village who received a copy
of the Children’s Calendar
signed by Bobby Robson.
The answers are given in the
box below.
Again our thanks go to the
exiled resident for compiling
this quiz and for the most
interesting solutions map
provided on tracing paper.

Raising Issues
Parish Council

with

the

If any resident has a matter
that they would like to raise
with the Parish Council then
they can contact the Council
by writing to the Clerk (c/o
Parish Room, Church Street
Community Centre, Langley
Park,
Durham)
or
by
telephone on 0191 3736687.
Alternatively speak to one of
your local Parish Councillors.

However it should also be
noted that the Parish Council
is in the process of creating
its own web site which
should
keep
residents
informed of local issues,
although these are usually
covered in Esh Leaves.

1

Proper name Esh Laude

2

The Long Bar stretched from Esh Laude to the top of Vicarage Bank, the grass side of the
road being used as a convenient seat for drinking beer bought at the Esh Laude off-licence

3

The wells were located as follows: at the foot of the Convent garden; below the Vicarage
Wood on Biggen Bank; and below Glebe Farm where the water emptied into a horse trough

4

Forty pence was the amount paid, in rent, for the use of the field situated on the south side of
the hill and east of Hag House Wood

5

The Workman's Club was situated in six houses east of the store almost opposite the site of
the village pump

6

The village pump was situated on the south side of the road in the corner of the field where
the new houses of Green Court are now built

7

The Doctors Buildings were the first buildings on the south side of the road going west

8

Mallabar House was the first house on the north side of the road on entering the village from
the east

9

Woodbine Cottage was the second cottage

10 The first Hill Top Colliery was in the angle where the east road turned south towards Ushaw
College Farm
11 Underside Farm has long disappeared and was on the north side of the east road just above
the site of the recently demolished Isolation Hospital at Langley Park
12 The footpath known as the Monkey was the diagonal path across the hill side from Hill Top
to the west bank road to Esh
13 The three road ends, one to Malton, one to Square House and the other to Esh all now
popularly known as the five road ends

Esh Leaves
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Events and Opportunities
All Saints Langley Park

Esh Laude and Langley
Park R.C. Church

Sunday 13 April
6pm
Palm Sunday Praise

Sunday Services
St. Michael’s Esh
Sunday Mass 8.00am
St. Joseph’s, Langley Park
9.30am
Our Lady Queen of Martyrs,
Esh Winning 10.00am

Friday 18 April
2pm
Good Friday Prayers
Sunday 20 April
9.45am
Easter Day Eucharist
____

St. Michael & All Angels,
Esh
Friday 18 April
10am
Good Friday Family Service
Sunday 20 April
9.15am
Easter Day Eucharist
____

St. John the Baptist,
Hamsteels (Quebec
Village)
Friday 18 April
10am
Good Friday Worship
Sunday 20 April
10:45am
Easter Day Eucharist
Wishing you all a Happy and
Joyous Easter!
Rev. Michael Peers

Langley Park Baptist
Church
Easter Sunday 20 April
10.30am and 6.00pm
OPEN DOOR. What is
different about Baptist?
Every Wednesday in April
7.30pm Church Hall
Supper to follow.
HOLY BIBLE CLUB
Monday - Friday
18-22 August
10.00am-12.00noon

Parish Walk
Don’t forget the next annual
Beating the Bounds walk is
to be held on Sunday 25 May
2003, starting from the
Lanchester Valley Walk car
park at 1.30pm, with a
refreshment stop at Quebec
Village Hall.
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Priests:
Father Tony Battle
Tel 01913780057
Father Martin Morris
Tel 01913730219
Tuesday afternoon in
St. Joseph’s Hall
1.30-3.30pm Tuesday Club
Tea and snacks
Bingo, Countdown, Open the
Box, Quiz, Dominoes, Darts,
Dancing – other
entertainment.
Something different every
week!!! Why not come and
join us?
Tuesday Night Bingo
7.30pm Four Snowballs
First Wednesday of every
month, St. Joseph’s Church
Coffee morning
Repository in St. Joseph’s
Church for sale of religious
cards etc.
Bric-a-Brac in St. Joseph’s
Hall, also large book stall.
Proceeds to Church funds.

April 2003

IT @ the ‘TUTE

•

The Institute, Church Street,
Langley Park
Computer Drop-in
Open now!
Computing
for
the
technologically terrified, and
not-so-terrified!
Basic Computing courses
and Surf the Net courses are
now running.
Drop-in to the ‘Tute
Take a helicopter ride over
Langley Park village centre!

Fastest broadband internet
connection in town!
Coming soon
Community
Information
Point: access to information
(along with a wide range of
information leaflets)
____
TO FIND OUT MORE OR
TO OFFER HELP ON A
VOLUNTEER BASIS:
•

call in at the Institute at
Church Street Community
Centre, Langley Park

Esh Leaves

•
•

‘phone Alison Spenceley,
Secretary of Langley Park
&
District Community
Association on 0191 373
1876
email David Rider at:
davidcrider36@netscape.net

visit our new website at:
http://members.aol.com/stardu
st9906/private/index.html

Langley Park to the
Pyrenees
Doreen’s DIY Holiday
Sadly, after 21 years, it will
be the last one! We pick up
as near to your home as
possible.
We help each
other with luggage etc. The
longest journey is from home
to Newhaven, but, though
the coach has toilet facilities,
we do stop a few times for
people, who are unable to
use it in a moving coach, and
also to stretch your legs and
have a quick smoke as there
is no smoking on the coach.
Instead of Calais, we go on a
longer boat journey to
Dieppe, which cuts out the
Paris area and saves time.
After an evening meal - en
suite rooms, a look around
Dieppe.
We leave after breakfast for
La Rochelle on the Atlantic
coast,
which
has
a
fascinating old port, as well
as a modern part. On this
route we visit Lisieux, where
the body of St. Therese lies
in a chapel. We have dinner
and travel from La Rochelle
after
breakfast
through
Bordeaux on the road to the
20

Pyrenees, where we stay for
five nights full board with
packed lunch when we
leave. All rooms are en suite
and you can eat as much as
you like.
For a lot of us this is not a
religious
tour,
although
Lourdes is breathtaking.
There you meet the world,
every nationality, and the
Torchlight Procession puts
the football crowds in the
also rans. There is a castle,
a funicular and a cable car
where you can see into
Spain. There are lots of
shops, cafes etc. and nearby
are the Betharam Caves,
where a lot of allied troops
hid and escaped into Spain
and left their names on the
walls. We visit Gavarnie and
Cauterets in the mountains fantastic scenery.
On our return journey we
have three stops - Limoges
(world porcelain centres),
Tours on the Loire (we stay
in an old world French village
nearby, La Chatre-sur-leLoir) and Rouen where St.
Joan of Arc was burned. All
rooms are en suite and we
have half board. That makes
10 nights in an hotel.
A lot of people have been
coming on our trips for many
years.
We have a jolly,
friendly crowd. As there are
a few seats left, why not join
us. The cost is between
£350-£400 depending on
numbers - £50 deposit
A.S.A.P, the remainder in
April.

The Post Office provides
good
Insurance,
E111
Medical Form and Foreign
Currency
without
commission.
Executive
Coach provided by Alan
Madrell of Langley Park.
Please contact:
Doreen Cummings
tel: (0191) 373 1393
or e-mail

On the bill for the coming
months are:
Arch Enemies
Friday, 4 April 2003
8.00 pm
A play with music about the
strange happenings around
the building of Causey Arch,
performed by local theatre
company Jack Drum

These performances have
been organised by your local
community arts organisers,
ArtsiE, in association with
Elements,
the
County
Durham Drama Initiative.
This association allows us to
bring
plays
and
performances to the parish at
a much reduced cost – save
money and support local arts
and entertainment provision.

tomcummings@tiscali.co.uk

Incidentally Doreen’s efforts
were acknowledged in the
January 2003 edition of
Northern
Cross
which
featured her first pilgrimage
over 20 years ago under the
title Do-it-yourself-Lourdes.

Tickets: £3 adult, £1.50
concessions, £6 family

Well done Doreen you can
now take a well earned rest!
Forthcoming Shows
What have the following in
common:
•
•
•
•

Making musical
instruments from junk;
Play about Fanny
Craddock – Doughnuts
like Fanny’s;
Pub-style comedy
sketches - Comedy
Bites; and
Poetry evening with local
poets Pete Mortimer and
Kevin Cadwallander?

These are some of the
events which have been
organised in the parish over
the past few years, by local
people for local people, as
the saying goes.

Ugly Duckling
Friday, 25 April 2003
2.30 pm
A play for children, by
Clydebuilt Puppet Company
in Easter week

An exciting venture with
Elements in autumn will be
Quondam Theatre Company
who will be working with two
groups in the village on
theatre workshops and a
performance with the groups
before
Quondam’s
own
performance of the show The
Hit, a comedy of mistaken
identity, suitable for aged 11
years and over.
Our thanks here to local
shops and businesses which
are happy to display posters
for us. Please look out for
notices in the shops and on
local websites.
For further information and
tickets, please contact: 0191
373 3603 or 373 2296.

Tickets: £3 adult, £1.50
concessions, £6 family

To advertise your events in
Esh Leaves, e-mail

Both are to be held at Wood
View Community Centre,
Wood View, Langley Park.

eshleaves@hotmail.com
or drop in to the Parish
Rooms, Langley Park.

Refreshments
will
be
available and a bar at the
evening performance.
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Alzheimer’s

Christine Shaw
BEd (Hons) MA

Dementia care & research
Derwentside Branch
5 Trafalgar Street, Consett, Durham
tel: (01207) 591835
IF YOUR LIFE IS AFFECTED BY A DEMENTIA RELATED ILLNESS AND
YOU FEEL YOU NEED HELP AND SUPPORT, WHY NOT COME ALONG
TO ONE OF OUR MEETINGS
ST

1 WEDNESDAY EACH MONTH, 7-9pm
SUPPORT A GROUP AT MANOR HOUSE, ANNFIELD PLAIN

Holistic & Complementary
Therapy
Arya House
Langley Park
0191 3734175
Aromatherapy (Advanced)
Guidance & Counselling

ND

2 TUESDAY EACH MONTH, 1-3pm
SUPPORT GROUP AT BROCKWELL COURT, GLADSTONE STREET,
CONSETT

Indian Head Massage

FOR CARERS TO MEET OTHERS IN A SIMILAR SITUATION

Stress Management

RD

3 TUESDAY EACH MONTH, 7-9pm
SOCIAL EVENING AT THE STEEL CLUB, CONSETT

Reiki

4 TUESDAY EACH MONTH, 12 noon
LUNCH CLUB HELD AT VARIOUS VENUES

Workshops
Training for Professionals

FOR CARERS AND THE PERSON THEY ARE CARING FOR
TO MEET IN A RELAXED ATMOSPHERE

(Please telephone for brochure
and further details

TH

FASTFIT
TYRES
LANGLEY

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres
Car Servicing, Repairs & MOT preparation

The secret of a
beautiful lawn
and it costs less than DIY!
A healthier GREENER lawn
in 4 easy steps.
Costs from as little as
£13.00 per application.
FREEPHONE
0800 1695009

FTL

Bill Johnston
Langley Park 0191 373 3501
We don't make a song and dance about our prices!
Traditional Conservation
Limited
•
•
•

Countryside
Management
Wildlife Gardens
Flora & Fauna
Surveys

Mobile: 07867 762215

Esh Leaves
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“March winds and
April showers
bring forth
May flowers.”

LACE

Alan Madrell

HAIRDRESSING

Coach Hire

Mon-closed
Tue-Fri open 9am-5pm
Sat open 8.30am-3pm

16 seat Mini & 49 seat Executive Coaches

Julie Wordingham
Co-op Buildings, Langley Park
Durham DH7 9XE
Tel: 0191 3731959

Any Distance, Any Occasion
Telephone: 0191 3733145
Langley Park Fish Shop

Stuart Wright
Funeral Service, Durham

Opening Times:
Mon-Wed
11-1 and 7:15-11:30
Thurs
11-1 and 4-10:30
Fri
11-1 and 4-11:30
Sat
11-1

COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
24 HOUR SERVICE
0191 373 3700 or 0191 386 3850
23 Marshall Terrace
43 Front Street
Gilesgate
Langley Park
Durham
Durham
DH1 2HX
DH7 9SA
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk

Prop. Brian Winch, tel: 373 1474

Olivers Trees Ltd
Professional Tree Care & Consultancy
Proprietors: D. Oliver and C. Beirne

Trevor Lewis
Photography
'The Wedding Specialists'
An award winning, qualified,
Master Photographer with a
fine reputation for
classical wedding images

Unit 3, Langley Park Industrial Estate
Witton Gilbert, Durham DH7 6TX
0191 373 9771 Fax: 0191 373 9772
e-mail: olivers@olvers-ts-freeserve.co.uk

Fothergills Pies
39 Front Street, Langley Park,
Durham DH7 9SA
Tel: 0191 373 6405

Retail
Outside catering for all occasions
- weddings, birthdays,
christenings, office parties,
freezer orders

Tel: 0191 371 2482
Mobile: 07889586349

Jill Pitt
Massage Therapist
Aromatherapy
Reflexology
Body Massage
Indian Head Massage

IIHHT
IIR
IHBC
IIHHT

7 years in business
Tel: 0191 373 5700
In Langley Park

Carol Long
Qualified Ladies’ Therapist
Reflexology I.T.E.C.
Aromatherapy I.I.H.T.
Massage Therapy
Langley Park
0191 373 2370
Federation of Holistic Therapists
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THE WHITE TUN, WITTON GILBERT
WHARTON LANDSCAPES
Esh Winning
SERVING THE
NORTH EAST
SINCE 1975
Tel No 0191 3733213

Tel: 0191 3710734
In MARCH Charity Sports Month - Pool, Dominoes, Darts.
£2.00 entry per game or £5.00 to enter all three
The Charity is for Willowburn, phone or ask at Bar to put your name down.
MOTHERS DAY - 3 Course Meal for £9.95
There will be 2 sittings 12.00noon or 2.00pm Bookings only.
Food available afternoon and night 12-2.00pm or 6.30-9.30pm
Theme nights every Tuesday - different every week.
Traditional Sunday Lunches available 12-4.00pm, £3.95 large, £2.50 small or
£6.50 for 3 course meal.

The Village Choice
17 Quebec Street, Langley Park
Telephone : 3739895

Children & Ladies Fashion,
Toys, Jewellery, Gifts,
Fancy Goods
Top Quality at Low Prices
GREETING CARDS AND BALLOONS FOR
ALL OCCASIONS

New stock arriving weekly
(Weekly payment scheme available)

LOCAL HEARING AID
SERVICE
Moira & Allen invite you to our refurbished Country Inn on your doorstep (just a couple of miles
from Quebec & Wilks Hill)

Now recognised by Discover Britain & Hidden Inns
as one of Co. Durham's Select Inns serving excellent food
Tuesday to Friday 7-9.30pm and Saturday 6.30-9.30pm
Traditional Sunday Roast Lunches served 12-2.30pm
From just £3.95 (booking recommended)
Traditional cask-conditioned ales on draught

____________________________
Quiz Night – Sunday 30 March, 8pm, a fun night with refreshments
Easter Sunday – 20 April, Special Lunch from £4.95
50’s&60’s Party (Fancy Dress) – Friday 23 May, Rock’n’Roll, Hot Dogs &
Popcorn, £3.50
Father’s Day – Sunday 15 June, Special Lunch from £4.95
____________________________________

Enjoy the welcoming quiet ambient atmosphere of a traditional country inn
now offering quality en-suite accommodation (including one room with a
4-poster bed for that extra special occasion)
____________________________
Small parties and weddings are our speciality

Esh Leaves
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available through

MR BRUCE CRABBE
RHAD MSHAA
Abiliti Hearing Care
51 Front Street,
Langley Park, DH7 9XB
Tel No 0191 373 4065
Free Call 0800 6526152
Open 10.00am to 2.00pm
Mon, Wed, Fri and Sat
DOMICILLARY VISITS
AVAILABLE

FREE TESTS
AND ADVICE
We sell all types
of hearing aids

