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FROM ONE WHEEL
TO TWO
Local bus driver's
sponsored cycle ride
Local Bus Driver, Carl
Thompson
has
recently
completed a 500 mile cycle
journey during his summer
busmans holiday to raise
money for Cancer Research
UK.
Following the sad loss of his
father Billy, in early June,
from cancer, 50 year old
Carl, a keen cyclist, decided
to raise money by going on a
sponsored cycle ride up to
Scotland and back via Blyth,
Seahouses,
Coldstream,
Innerleithen, West Caulder,
Dumfries and Penrith. The
longest section was one of
around 80 miles (128
kilometres) between West
Caulder and Dumfries.
Carl was not feeling at his
best when the big day
arrived on Saturday 20 July
but
despite
his
initial
discomfort Carl managed to
leave, on time, from the
Board Inn and was delighted
to round off a successful trip,
8 days later, with a quick pint
and a warm reception from
his mother and daughter and
all his friends and supporters
back at the Inn.

Carl with his mother and daughter outside the Board Inn

Part
of
Carls
journey
included sections of the
National Cycle Network and
Coast to Coast routes.
Along the way Carl met
some very supportive and
generous
people
who,
together with his many other
sponsors, helped him to
raise over £500 towards
Cancer Research UK. At
one location Carl was
sponsored by his B and B
provider and at another he
was given a clean T shirt as
his was soaking wet (at least
that what he says)!
Carl had intended camping
out
each
night
but
unfortunately
he
was
absolutely drenched on the
first night at Blyth following a
major thunderstorm and from

then on he followed a B&B
route!
Carl is quite used to cycling
and travels on his favourite
two wheels every day in
order to catch and then drive
an Arriva bus in Durham. He
also often rides up the
Lanchester Valley Walk on
the way to one of his
favourite spots at Waskerley.
Following
his
recent
adventure Carl is now
preparing for an even bigger
sponsored ride next year and
is busy studying maps of
France and Spain, and
brushing up on his Spanish
for Excuse me but do you
know the way to the Board
Inn at Esh Hill Top?
(cont. on Page 2)

News from around the Parish
Even in pre-NHS days Enid
was one of a group of ladies
who raised funds for the then
County Infirmary. In 1949
she was a founder member
of the League of Friends of
Durham Hospitals.
For
many years she served as
President of the League
while at the same time being
an active Chairman at
Langley Park.

(cont. from Front Page)

Dont forget Carl that if you
are going into northern
Europe next year you will
have to be sponsored by the
kilometre!
Carl would like to thank his
many supporters from the
Board Inn, the Arriva depot
in Durham, his family and
many friends for making the
event such a success. Carls
ride was dedicated to his
father, Billy, who was a fit
man even though he never
rode a cycle himself but
managed to live well into his
80s.
If anyone else wishes to
make a donation towards
Carls
charity,
Cancer
Research UK, they can do
so either at the Board Inn or
by contacting Carl on
07932652776.
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Well done Carl and if any
other reader has been
involved with a sponsored
event please let us know
and, if possible, provide us
with a written report and
photographs.
As it happens another
resident, Graham Seymour,
was involved in a sponsored
event to raise money for the
RNIB, and the local Scout
Group, and details of his
splendid efforts are also
reported in this newsletter
(see Page 5).
Friends of Durham
Hospitals
Langley Park Branch
Members
were
deeply
saddened to learn of the
death of our Hon. President,
Miss Enid Eccleston.
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Enid was closely involved
with the planning and
furnishing of the Dryburn
Chapel and with the Coffee
Shop. After retirement she
continued to take a lively
interest in our activities.
Born in Langley Park, her
years in business and her
involvement in so much of
the life of the village made
her one of the best known
and
well
respected
characters.
She will be
greatly missed.
At our July meeting Mr. and
Mrs. K. Gibson of Langley
Park spoke of the work of
Guide Dogs for the Blind
accompanied by two well
behaved dogs, one of them
Maureen's own Guide Dog.
This was a very informative
and entertaining evening as
we heard how the dogs are
trained and looked after.
Future events include an
evening with Philip Nixon the
Photographer and a concert.
Look out for notices.

Local Boy Captains the
North of England under 13
Cricket Team

His selection was virtually
assured when he was the
only player to score half a
century in the final trial game
at Bradford in July.
During
the
tournament,
which was played against
best players from the South,
Midlands and West, Andrew
was not in top form, but did
skipper the team under great
pressure to one win, one
draw and one loss.
A Message from Father
Tony Battle

Andrew Lee Smith was
selected to represent the
North of England Under 13
Cricket Team at the ECB
and English Schools Cricket
Association Inter Regional
Festival held at Kings
College, in Taunton, during
August. Andrew also had the
honour of being chosen to
captain the team which
included another player from
Durham
together
with
players
from
Yorkshire,
Lancashire and Cheshire.
The selection process had
started as early as October
2001.
Three
weekend
training camps followed at
Old Trafford and Headingley,
with 26 players from all over
the north region attending.
Andrew
improved
his
selection chances when he
scored an unbeaten century
for
Durham
against
Lancashire, at Blackhall, in
June with one of the
selectors watching.

It was fruit trees that first
attracted me to Langley
Park. The fruit trees were in
the back garden of my
uncles house. He (Fr. Tom
Battle) was the Catholic
priest in Langley Park at that
time, about 50 years ago!
Fruit trees were few and far
between
in
Washington
when I grew up, and to visit
those that did exist was to
risk being prosecuted as a
trespasser. I certainly didnt
have the nerve for that (but
did once crawl into a turnip
field to pinch a semi-decayed
snadger)  so coming to
Langley Park was like a visit
to the Garden of Eden.

take that much longer than
the 62!).
And now myself and Fr
Martin Morris have been
appointed as Pastors to the
Parish of Langley Park and
Esh. We take this ministry
on in addition to our present
pastoral responsibilities in
Ushaw Moor, Esh Winning
and Langley Moor, which
means of course that we will
have much less time to
devote to the Parish than the
three
Claretians
who
preceded us.
What time we do have we
will try and spend in an
enabling
ministry:
encouraging
our
new
brothers and sisters in Christ
to grow in the knowledge of
His love for them, and to
share and express that same
love in all kinds of practical
ministry. This is something
of a new road for us all, and
we would greatly appreciate
your prayers and good
wishes as we embark upon
it. Lets hope we will all
become good trees bearing
plenty of fruit!
Fr Tony Battle.
Useful Web Sites

Happily the 62 bus plied its
roundabout way between
Washington and Langley
Park (it would eventually
take you to South Shields),
so Eden was well and truly
on our map. My big sister
and I even rode our bikes
from Washington to visit the
Garden on more than one
occasion. (It probably didnt
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Why not visit
www.langleypark.net
to find out more about the area, its
people,
businesses
and
community organisations.
A more detailed article on this site
should appear in a future edition of
Esh Leaves.
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A Long Walk after Lighting
up the Hillside
Did you catch Look North,
BBC1
on
Monday
16
September 2002?
If you had you might have
seen local resident, Maureen
Mace, surrounded by local
residents, setting fire to a
large bonfire at Hill Top
Farm, Esh to mark the
beginning of the Countryside
Alliances
Liberty
and
Livelihood Week which was
rounded off 6 days later with
the London March.
Maureen later travelled to
London to join the March
which she now describes in
her own words.
The day the Countryside
came to London City
Alison Hiles and myself booked to
go to London as soon as the
March was announced to be 22
September 2002. We booked a
room at the Kensington Hilton for
three nights. On the last March,
back in 1999, we went by bus so
this time we made a weekend of it.

Maureen Mace at the Farmers Market, Durham
We arrived on Friday evening. On
Saturday we did the full tourist
thing. We went on an open topped
bus and had a guided tour of the
sights in London, including a trip
up the Thames. We saw the
Millennium Wheel and if there had
been enough time I would have
had a ride on it.
The next day was March day! We
got a tube to Kings Cross Station
to meet some friends. We were to
march together.
I took three hours shuffling to get
to the start of the March. I have
never seen as many people. The
atmosphere
was
electric.

Everyone was very excited.
Whistles were blowing, people
were cheering, old people as old
as ninety-three years and young
people in their mothers arms.
There was a priest about ninety
years old marching in his cassock.
Altogether there were about
500,000 of us. I was marching as
a farmers wife whose husband
gets paid nine pence for a pint of
milk that takes twelve pence to
produce.
We marched for about five and a
half hours in all. Then we stood
and watched everyone else
coming through the finishing lines.
People in wheelchairs, children in
buggies,
solicitors,
barristers,
farmers, farm workers, huntsmen,
hunt staff, forestry workers all
marched as one.
The
biggest
demonstration ever.

peaceful

I would not have missed it and am
proud to have been there.
Maureen Mace

From what we hear over 30
people from the Parish took
part in this walk.
Alison Hiles (with board) on the March
Esh Leaves
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Over the Wall for Charities
Graham Seymour, Secretary
of the 1st Esh Scout Group
(based in Langley Park),
abseiled down the side of
Gurney
House
in
Middlesbrough on Sunday
26 May 2002 to raise money
for the Royal National
Institute
of
the
Blind
(R.N.I.B.) and for the Scout
Group.
Thanks to the support of the
parents and children of the
Group, friends, family and
neighbours, Graham raised
£292 which is to be shared
equally between the two
charities.
Also we would like to thank
Northumbrian
Water,
Graham's employers, for
their generous donation of
£100.
____
During May we did a
sponsored matchbox fill. We
gave the children a list of 40
items which they had to put
into a small matchbox. We
were trying to raise £100
towards stationary items.
Thanks again to the support
of family and friends of the
children and the Scout
Group, we managed to more
than double the amount we
hoped to raise. Thank you to
everyone involved for a
fantastic effort!
____
1st Esh Scout Group
st

1 Esh Scout Group has
been
running
for
approximately 15 years. We
run from Langley Park

Primary School on a Monday
evening
from
6-7.30pm
during the school term and
from the Community Centre
opposite the Post Office in
Langley Park during the
school holidays. We run all
year around except for
August when we are closed
for 4 weeks.
In the Group we have
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts.
All are male/female mixes.
Beavers are 6-8 and require
1 adult to every 4 children.
Cubs are 8-10 and require 1
adult to every 6 children.
Scouts are 10-141/2
and
require 1 adult to every 8
children.
We have vacancies at
present in all sections for any
girls/boys who would like to
join the Group.

Graeme Wood (Cub Leader)
is a children's nurse; and
Katherine Fletcher (Beaver
Leader) is a fully qualified
midwife.
We have a good Executive
Committee who meet every
other month to discuss
finance and the running of
the Group.
The programme for the next
term is now arranged and we
have a huge amount of
activities going on for the
children in all sections.
We have received funding
from the Parish Council for
flags which we are very
grateful for. Also we have
funding for free transport for
a year from Langley Park
Community Transport.

Our leaders are all very
highly qualified professional
people doing this role
voluntarily:

If you have any child
interested in the Group or if
you could spare an hour and
a half on a Monday evening
to help the Group (we do
need
helpers)
please
contact:-

Jess Hepple (Scout Leader)
is a secondary school
teacher;

Graham Seymour
Group Secretary
on 0790 313 6988

Hamsteels Inn
Following our report in the last edition of Esh Leaves, we are
pleased to report that John Hanley has now obtained a Full
Licence for the Hamsteels Inn. We would like to wish John all the
very best in running this much needed local facility.
Having lost other services in the area it has come as a great
relief that John is keeping the pub open and we look forward to
refreshing pints being drawn at this hostelry for many years to
come.
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Obituary
In the last edition of Esh
Leaves I wrote about a very
special lady from Langley
Park, called Isabella Alderton
who sadly died in May of this
year. It is also with great
sadness that I now find
myself writing about her very
dear friend and neighbour
Jessie Brooksbank, also
from
Rutherford
Court,
Langley Park, who died only
three months later on
Sunday, 11 August, aged 81
years.
I was fortunate in knowing
Jessie personally, and during
our long conversations it
quickly became obvious that
this refined and courteous
lady was so very wise and
generous.
She was a loyal member of
St.
Andrews
Methodist
Church, Langley Park, and a
truly Christian lady who
spent a lifetime helping
others. Indeed, a testament
to her popularity was a
Church filled to capacity at
her Funeral Service in St.
Andrews Methodist Church.
Many peoples lives have
been touched by this dear
lady, who led such a full and
active life in the village
before being confined to her
bungalow by illness. Now
unable to get out she would
ask her husband Norman to
go round to Isabellas
bungalow with tasty snacks,
and hot mugs of Horlicks.
Jessie had that special gift of
knowing how to make people
feel better during their sad
Esh Leaves

times in life. There would be
a knock on the door, and you
would be greeted with a
beautiful bunch of flowers,
and a card with words that
meant so much.
For many years Jessie
worked in a Bakers Shop on
Front Street, Langley Park
(now the Charity Shop),
where in 1973 she became
Manageress, and continued
working there until 1987
when she retired at the age
of 66.
In 1992 Jessie and her close
friend Alma Smith started
voluntary work at the newly
opened
St.
Cuthberts
Hospice shop in Langley
Park where she worked until
1998.
Alma told me about the
many happy times she has
shared with Jessie through
the years. How they both
visited the St. Andrews
Methodist Church Ladies
Fellowship every Monday
afternoon, and the Ladies
Club held in the Wood View
Community Centre.
They also visited the Beetle
Drive (a kind of Dice Game)
held in the Youth Centre,
from where all the proceeds
went towards Church funds.
Another favourite venue was
the Over 60s Club that used
to be held at the Youth
Centre.
During the last few years of
her life dear Jessie suffered
tremendous
pain
and
discomfort with her illness.
At times confined to her bed
for days. An illness, she
6

once confided, would never
get better. Yet, through it all,
in order not to worry anyone,
she rarely spoke of it.
Her
devoted
husband,
Norman, was a tower of
strength during these difficult
times.
A sensitive and
feeling man whose true love
shone through as he gently
cared for her and gave her
the strength to smile each
coming day.
Terry Chilton.
My Memories of Ushaw
(Part 1 of 2)
The following is the start of
an extract from the Ushaw
College Journals published
circa 1958.
(Mr Frank Wrangham, who
lived for so many years at
the Lodge, and is now in
retirement
at
Knaresborough, has kindly
sent us some memories of
his long life here. This is
part of our past history - the
history
of
the
faithful
servants of the college; in
particular of those families
who for generations have
handed on their trades from
father to son. We leave Mr.
Wrangham to tell the story in
his own straightforward way.
Editor).
Ushaw is 150 years old and
except for ten years in my
life I have known the College
and Hill Top. It was in 1877
we arrived at the village very different from the
present one. Every single
family was Catholic. There

was no water supply, all
water being carried from the
well half way down Langley
Park bank - no lights except
tallow candles, and no
sanitary
arrangements
except a "netty" built by the
side of the quarry hole and
covered with ivy to hide from
passers-by.
We came to a small cottage
which once stood a few
yards from the present
"Widow's," in what was then
known as the "quarry hole."
The
present
"Widow's"
belonged to my grandfather,
Tom Curry, a very quaint
character of the village. He
was born in a farmhouse
which stood where opencast
coal is now worked. His
father, Tom Curry, came
over
to
"Ushea"
from
Stanhope about 1795, and it
is recorded, was bailiff of
"Ushea" farm, a small farm
built opposite the present
cowman's house.
Tom Curry built a small
house in the centre of Hill
Top for his wife Margaret
Morin who had come over
from Douai with her father,
Charles Morin, tailor for
Ushaw.
One day while
walking in the village Tom
Curry saw a runaway horse
with a screaming lady on its
back. He grabbed the horse,
and helped the lady down.
She was Miss Taylor, owner
of much land around Ushaw.
For his kindness he was
given "Quarry Hole." Tom
sold his small cottage for
£20, hewed out the stone in
Quarry Hole, and built the
present Widow's. During his
life he worked for Ushaw,

taking on the contract to
make the foundations for the
present Ushaw Farm, and
the foundations for the walls
in front of the College,
building dry walls on the
Ushaw Estate, and setting
trees, many still standing at
the
back
of
Ushaw.
Monsignor Charles Gillow
was his favourite.
Many
stories are related of the
Monsignor and "Old Curry."
One day, Monsignor Gillow
said he would hold a pole
while Tom hammered it in.
Down came the hammer with
full force on the priest's
hands. "I doubt thee's hurt
thee-sell,"
said
Tom!!
Another time Tom was
forking hay in Hill Top fields,
and the Monsignor came
along and asked if he could
help. Tom sat down a few
seconds, then jumped up
and took the fork from the
Monsignor,
saying,
"Eh!
Monsignor Charles! It's a
good job thee hast ne wife
and bairns to look after, at
this rate the hay will never be
got in!!" Tom died in 1883 in
the small cottage in sight of
High Fining's, Langley Park,
where he first started work.
Above the old "Quarry Hole"
on the right of the road stood
Mr Walton's house, and the
old quarry. No other house
was built till after by Charles
Cant who worked as a
builder for Ushaw in 1900.
He built the two houses
almost opposite the present
"Widow's" from the quarry
behind the present houses.
It is not generally known, but
the first family to begin to dig
coal around this district was
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the Holiday family long
before any colliery in the
district. In Hill Top in 1878
lived "Old Roger Holiday,"
"Young Roger" and "Roger
among
the
bairns"
grandfather,
son
and
grandson.
Old Roger
commenced a drift sunk in
Quebec bank, just past St.
Michael's Church. Another
drift was opened down
Langley bank.
This land
belonged to Ushaw, and
Roger served the College
with a certain amount of coal
a year. The rest he sold to
the villagers. Regularly the
old horse and cart laden with
coal was seen trudging
through the village.
Coal
was 5/- a ton in those days.
The now old "Hill Top Pit," at
the bottom of Ushaw Lane,
was a shaft ten fathoms
deep - dug out by Old Roger.
The seam was worked
towards the "Silly Bank"
steps (At this time there were
no steps, just a sloping path
always running with water.)
Here ponies used to enter
and were driven to the Hill
Top Pit, "in bye." Hooked to
them were empty tubs, and
they dragged the tuns back
full of coal. Many a time the
boys of the village used to go
down
the
main
drift,
unsaddle the ponies at the
end of the day, take a firm
grip of the tail, and off the
ponies trotted until they
came to the surface. One
had to be very smart to jump
on the pony's back on the
surface, or off the animal
would race to the fields after
the day's work.
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Often some of the boys in
the village used to go to
Roger's house, and he told
them to take the pony and
cart
and
collect
the
sweepings up off the roads,
which then were only grey
stone - no tar. Generally
much manure was collected,
and for this he paid them 6d
a week.

for July 2002 was certainly
taken in front of No.4
Pimlico.
Not only the
number of bricks separating
windows and doors, but also
individual dark and light
bricks can be seen to
correspond with the house at
present.

When old Roger died, his
son Roger worked the drifts
until 1890 when the lease
ended. This Roger's son,
who was "Roger among the
bairns,"
married
Miss
Donkin, the tobacconist in
Durham.
Part 2 will appear in the
next edition of Esh Leaves
Article kindly provided by Mr
W. Joynes of Langley Park
W.R. Wiggen
The July 2002 edition of Esh
Leaves
included
a
photograph of the author of
Esh Leaves. We challenged
readers to identify where Mr
Wiggen was standing. We
repeat
the
photograph
below.
Various
locations
were
suggested including one that
it was not taken in Langley
Park but outside 4 Pimlico,
South Street, Durham City.
We
contacted
a
local
historian, who lives in
Pimlico, and he kindly
reported back as follows:The photo of Mr. Wiggen
reproduced in Esh Leaves
Esh Leaves

William Wiggen, corn miller
at Wallnook and local
historian, was born in 1844
(he gave his age as 56 in the
1901 Census, and refers in
his introduction to the Esh
Leaves
book,
published
1914, to 'a residence of
seventy years in Esh parish).
The Pimlico house was built
in 1890. The paintwork in
the photo is far from pristine,
and one would guess from
that, and from Wiggen's
dress, that the date is nearer
to 1920 than to 1900.
Supposing
the
picture
commemorates a visit to
No.4 - and why otherwise
was it taken? - whom could
he have been to see? The
successive residents of 4
Pimlico recorded in the
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Durham Directory up to 1916
are:1890-96 - Wm Joseph
Hodgson, retired Customs
Officer
1897-1901 - G. T. Blunt,
M.A., assistant master at
Durham School
1902-11 - Arthur Robinson,
M.A.,D.C.L
1912-16 - Wm.Ellis, Mus.B.
[Probably at No.4 until 1919.}
Arthur Robinson arrived in
Durham in 1899 at the age of
35 to teach Classics in the
University.
He rose to
eminence as Master of
Hatfield College, Professor
of Education, champion of
Durham graduates' rights in
the governance of the
University and briefly ViceChancellor. In the City he
became equally prominent,
chairman
of
the
Conservative party and the
Golf Club, president of
Rotary and a director of a
local newspaper.
From
Pimlico he removed to the
spacious
and
grand
Observatory
House,
controlling Hatfield affairs at
a slight distance.
The
balance of probability is
perhaps a little against him
developing intimacy with the
antiquarian-minded miller of
Wallnook.
Less has been discovered of
William Ellis so far. After
taking his Durham music
degree in 1893 he enlisted
as the Cathedral's first SubOrganist in 1904, moving
probability to Newcastle in
1919 where he was later
Cathedral Organist. In 1904
he was elected a member of
the
Architectural
and

Archaeological Society of
Durham
and
Northumberland.
Wiggen
may have been introduced to
the society's activities although he is not listed as a
member - and possibly also
to Cathedral personnel by
Temple Chevallier, Professor
of Astronomy and Curate
from 1835 to 1869 of Esh,
where
he
built
an
observatory and evidently
encouraged parishioners to
share his wide interests,
earning
himself
many
mentions in Esh Leaves.
Both Wiggen and his father
were churchwardens at Esh.
On this flimsy, or not so
flimsy basis, we speculate
that the photo was taken
about the time of the book's
publication in 1914 and that
the two Williams, Wiggen
and Ellis, had met in either
antiquarian or ecclesiastical
circles.
Brian Cheesman
A big thank you to Mr
Cheesman for his most
helpful background note and
to the local resident who
appears to have correctly
identified the property.
Incidentally one de-luxe copy
of the book was returned to
us and it can now be sold on.
The price is £8.99 plus £1.00
postage if appropriate. If any
readers are interested then
please contact the Clerk, on
0191 3736687, by 5pm,
Thursday, 5 December 2002.
If we receive more than one
request then a draw will take
place and the successful
person advised accordingly.

We also have some standard
copies
of
the
book
remaining.
The Printers
advised us that they had
enough material remaining to
allow us to commission a
further 20 copies of the book.
If interested please contact
the Parish Clerk.
Price
£6.49 plus £1 postage if
appropriate.
Christmas Watch
Christmas is approaching
and a lot of people buy
presents not only for their
friends and relatives but also
for thieves. Here are some
words of advice which may
help you in retaining those
presents you have bought for
loved ones.
If you are out on an evening
remember to shut your
curtains or blinds - use a
light timer available from DIY
shops to turn on lights. This
will make your house look
occupied.
Dont leave
presents
under
the
Christmas Tree where they
can be seen through a
window - they can be put out
on Christmas Eve when you
are at home.
If you are away for the
holiday period get a friend, or
neighbour, to look after your
home for you - to collect mail
left in letterboxes, adjust the
curtains, and generally make
the house look lived in.
If you go away cancel the
milk and the newspapers.
Dont leave presents or
indeed any other valuables
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in open view in your car - put
them away in the boot. If the
thieves cant see them, they
are less likely to break into
your car. When parking in a
public place look for one that
is well supervised, with
restricted entry and exit
points, good lighting and
security cameras.
Avoid
dark corners.
When out shopping dont
make it easy for pickpockets.
Carry your wallet in an inside
pocket, preferably one which
can be fastened, not in your
back pocket.
Cash is a
favourite target for thieves,
so try to avoid carrying large
amounts.
Never let your
handbag out of your sight.
On public transport, keep
hold of it, with the clasp or
zip shut, so that a thief
cannot steal your purse.
If you are going to be out
late, try to arrange a lift
home or book a taxi. Check
that the taxi that arrives is
the one you ordered, when
you get home ask the driver
to wait until you are inside.
Always sit behind the driver.
If you feel uneasy, ask to be
let out in a well lit area where
there are plenty of people
about. If in any doubt, dont
get in the taxi.
After all that I wish you a
Happy Christmas.
And Lets Be Careful Out
There.
Brian Donkin
Community Safety Dept
Derwentside Area
0191 375 2417
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Burgoyne Johnson, played a
major part in forming the
Hamsteels Rugby Football
Club, and was a most ardent
supporter in every way. A lot
of credit must go to him for
his unflagging energy in
support of the Team for he
was held in great respect by
all the players, and the
Villagers also.

In Hamsteels we're a Football Team
That plays the Rugby Game
Though for a few years now
They've never made themselves a name We've got a Team together now In fact, The best for Years
So All who wish The Lads, good Luck
Just give three Hearty Cheers (Chorus)
For Hamsteels, The Good Old Hamsteels The Lads in Gold and Blue Come play up, Good Old Hamsteels
And let them see now, What you can do.

Various
Rugby
Football
Teams visited Hamsteels in
1907-8 to play and these
included amongst others:
Winlaton Vulcans. Percy
Park, Durham City, North
Durham, Tudhoe, Tynedale,
Westoe, Old Novocastrians,
Blaydon, West Hartlepool,
and Hartlepool Rovers.

Spring Time, will bring the Cup Ties To each other, then be true
And before the Seasons up,
Let's see you win the Senior Cup
HAMSTEELS THE GOLD AND BLUE
We've got Ainsley,
Smith and Maxwell
Abber and Armstrong
Dixon and Bob Wilson
To Pass the Ball along
Hogarth Brown and Ruddock
Mason Cairns Ross and Grey
And Our Captain Tommy Davison
To keep our foes at bay

Our thanks go to the resident
who provided the verse.
____
We have also been given a
copy of an old rugby
photograph. Can anybody
identify any of the players?

(Chorus)
For Hamsteels, etc.

Hamsteels Rugby Club
Following our article in the
last edition of Esh Leaves, a
local resident has provided a
copy of a verse sung to
inspire the team to greater
things. We have copied the
verse above.
The composer of this verse
(written around 1907-8) was
Jack Powis, who lived in
Quebec and married a lady
named Longmire.
The Owner of Hamsteels
Colliery,
Lieut-Col.
J.
Esh Leaves

Can you recognise any players in this group?
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Parody of Little Grey Home
in the West
During the 1st World War a
young soldier from Quebec,
by the name of .. Swinbank
(from
Oliver
Street
demolished many years ago)
whilst in the trenches wrote a
series of letters to a friend,
Mark Golightly (also from
Oliver Street).

I've a little wet home in a trench
Where the rainstorms continually drench
There's the sky overhead
Clay or mud for a bed
And a stone that we use for a bench
Bully beef and hard biscuits we chew
It seems years since we tasted a stew
Shells crackle and scare
Yet no place can compare ?
With my little wet home in the trench.

In one of his letters he
enclosed the verse that we
have printed here alongside.
The verse is a parody based
upon the Little Grey Home in
the West.

Our friends in that trench o'er the way
Seem to know that we've come here to stay
They shoot and they shout
But they can't get us out
Though there's no dirty trick they won't play

Sadly about 3 weeks after
receiving the letter came
news that the young soldier
had been killed in action.

They rushed us a few nights ago
But they don't like intruders and so
Some departed quite sore
Others left ever more
Near my little wet home in the trench

Our thanks to Mr J. Golightly
from Langley Park for
providing this verse.
Bishop of Gibraltar in
Europe
Some years ago a Bishop
was
conducting
a
Confirmation Service at his
old School in Winchester.
The Bishop was heard to
say,
to
one
of
the
candidates, that his own
family roots were in a small
village called Langley Park.
The Bishop concerned was
Geoffrey Rowell of the
Wearmouth
family
who
farmed
locally
for
generations.
Today
he
carries the grand title of the
Bishop
of
Gibraltar
in
Europe.

So hurrah for the mud and the clay
Which leads to der-tag that the day
When we enter Berlin
That City of Sin
And make the fat Berliner pay
Yes we'll think of the cold slush and stench
As we lay with the Belgian and French
There'll be shed then I fear
Redder stuff than a tear
For my little wet home in the trench.
Apparently Bishop Geoffreys
Mother, and Aunt, both
taught at Esh C of E School.
We hope to include a much
longer article on Bishop
Geoffrey, and his family, in
the next edition of Esh
Leaves.
Our thanks go to Beth Carr,
Blackhill, for sending us this
most interesting contribution.
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Any articles or adverts
for the next issue?
Contact
Mike Ackroyd
The Parish Clerk
On
0191 373 6687
or e-mail to
eshleaves@hotmail.com
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Why Gypsy Queen?
On 11 October 1920 the
"North Eastern Railway"
began a bus service from
Durham to Langley Park via
Sacriston and Witton Gilbert.
But this was not the first, for
earlier that year a villager
began a service. His name
was Mr Willy Benton. He
owned an off-licence. He
brought his goods from
Witton
Gilbert
Railway
Station, for his shop, by
horse and cart. When WW1
started the army took his
horse, so he bought a car.
He was then asked by other
shopkeepers to bring their
goods, so he took the back
seats out to make it into a
pick-up. This went well so in
1920
he
bought
a
charabanc.
This was an
open top bus with a canvas
hood.
Willy Benton took over the
old Salvation Citadel as a
garage in 1920. He put a bet
on a horse in the Irish
Sweepstakes. The favourite
fell at the last fence so his
horse won. It was called
"Gypsy Queen".
He won
£3,000.
Article provided by Mr J.
Golightly in Church Street,
Langley Park.
We would like to wish a
peaceful Christmas and New
Year to all our readers and
look forward to receiving all
your news for the next
Newsletter.
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We have obtained a photograph of a replica Gypsy Queen. A
1920's Bedford Bus adorned in the Gypsy Queen livery. The bus
has had a regular run from Langley Park to Durham City since
the mid 1920's. Unfortunately a black and white photograph does
not do justice to the colourful livery on the bus.

FASTFIT
TYRES
LANGLEY

FTL

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres
Car Servicing, Repairs & MOT preparation
Bill Johnston
Langley Park 0191 373 3501
We don't make a song and dance about our prices!
All Car Owners - Essential Winter Check!
Tyres: Tread depth, pressure, side wall damage. Don't forget spare!
Lights: Side lights, headlamps, brake lights, fog lights, reverse lights,
indicators
Wipers: Check wiper blades, front and rear for splitting
Washers: Check water levels, add washer fluid to stop water freezing
Battery: Check terminals for corrosion, check battery level
Cooling system: Check for leaks, check anti-freeze strength and top up
Fan belt: Check for cracks, check tension
Be smart - don't bother checking these yourself, have it done FREE and
without obligation by the professionals FTL Fastfit Tyres Langley
Phone 0191 373 3501 for your FREE, no obligation check..
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Esh Parish Council Pages
Britain in Bloom
Judging took place on
Wednesday 10 July 2002 for
the
Britain
in
Bloom
Competition. On arriving in
Esh Village the 3 judges
spent a considerable amount
of
time
admiring
the
magnificent floral display
outside the Cross Keys Inn.
Naturally it helped that purely
by chance the Landlord
(Edwin Pickersgill) was up
his ladder tending the
baskets at the very moment
the judges car drove into the
village.
Edwin
was
complimented for his efforts
and indeed one judge
commented that it was the
best
licensed
premises
display that he had seen this
year.
Well done and thank you
Edwin, your staff and the
local
nursery
for
the
magnificent display.
Play Areas
The situation is still the same
as the previous Newsletter.
The Parish Council is still
awaiting receipt of a qualified
engineers report on the
existing equipment attached
to the sites at Esh, Langley
Park
and
Quebec.
Residents
should
not
therefore use this equipment
until
an
appropriate
notification has been issued
by the Council.

Hanging Baskets
The Parish Council provided
over 50 baskets this year
and our thanks go to local
nurseryman, Paul Snowden,
for
providing
such
an
excellent
and
colourful
display. The vast majority of
the baskets were well
watered
throughout
the
season. Sadly some were
vandalised but were quickly
replaced.
Christmas Decorations
The Parish Council has once
again agreed to provide
Christmas trees in Esh,
Langley Park and Quebec. It
is intended to install the trees
and put on the lights on
Wednesday 27 November
2002 (Langley Park) and on
13

Thursday 28 November 2002
(Esh and Quebec), but
residents are asked to check
the public notices for the
actual times and dates
towards
the
end
of
November.
Pupils from Langley Park
Primary School will once
again be painting seasonal
murals to attach to the
fencing around the Langley
Park tree. Following public
demand, it is also intended
to use the green painted
fence around this tree.
The Parish Council would
like to thank the Cross Keys
Inn at Esh, FTL, Olivers
Trees Ltd and Whartons
Landscapes
for
their
generous
sponsorship
towards the tree.
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The Children's Golden
Jubilee Calendar
Some of you will remember
that the Parish Council
printed a calendar in 2001
using old local postcards to
capture the final century of
the last millennium.
In view of the popularity of
that project (and we continue
to sell them even though it is
now nearly a year out of
date) the Council decided to
publish another calendar as
part of the Golden Jubilee
celebrations.
It was agreed that we should
invite pupils from the three
local Primary Schools to
draw 12 historical events,
from the last 50 years, for
inclusion in the calendar.
The Schools were very
receptive to this idea and we
feel confident that you will be
pleased with the finished
product and the matching
Christmas cards, printed in
packs of 12.
To add even more interest to
the calendar the Parish
Council invited a former
pupil, from the Langley Park
Primary School, to assist in
providing
details
of
interesting anniversary dates
(including Royal events) for
each
day
not
already
covered by public and school
holidays etc.
All this sounds reasonably
straightforward
so
far
however the project was not
without its difficulties.
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Firstly which events should
the pupils draw. Easy - let
the Schools decide although
they should be something of
historical interest such as
OFSTED visiting one of the
Schools for the first time.

should we highlight each and
every occasion Sunderland
beat Newcastle and vice
versa, nor should we make a
big issue of the Parish
Councils
reduced
rates
precept this year!

The pupils however captured
more memorable moments
including the launch of the
Mini back in 1959 up to the
opening of the Millennium
Bridge earlier this year.

Now for the proof reading.
Thanks to my wife at least
one anniversary date was
removed as instead of the
person concerned being 73
on 24 March 2003 he
actually passed away 23
years earlier on 7 November
1980.

Next came the search for
appropriate
anniversary
dates for well over 340 days
if we were to exclude public
holidays, the start and finish
of school holidays etc.
We thought we had set
Michelle Mollon an almost
impossible
task
but
sometime later she came
back with a list of over six
hundred dates.
What to take out was the
next problem.
We didnt
think it was a good idea to
include the three Head
Teachers birth dates, nor
14

What we have ended up with
is a mixture of dates, with
some that hopefully will give
the pupils some amusement
such as:
� the
anniversary
of
bananas
being
introduced
into
this
country;
� Tom and Jerry first being
screened; and
� Teddy Bear Day.

Other dates will set the
children a real challenge
such as:
� read a book day;
� tell a story day; or better
still
� tidy up your bedroom day
(although we did not use
this one!).
Every pupil at each of the 3
local Primary Schools should
by now have received a free
calendar from the Parish
Council as a souvenir gift to
mark the Queens Golden
Jubilee. If any pupil has not
received their calendar they
should contact their Head
Teacher immediately.

thoughts of some of the
major historical events
over the last 50 years even though it didnt
include
Sunderlands
famous FA Cup win in
1973.
Copies of the calendar are
now on sale at the three
local Primary Schools, Esh
and Langley Park Post
Offices, Londis and Reays
Newsagencies. Price £2.50.

Or by contacting the Parish
Clerk on 0191 3736687, or
0191 3843799 or try 0191
3731876.
____
In addition matching packs of
Christmas cards have been
printed and should also be
for sale at most of these
outlets. Price £1.75 per pack.
____

Should any local child of
Primary School age be
attending an educational
establishment outside the
Parish, could they please
contact the Parish Clerk on
0191 373 6687 if they have
not already received their
calendar.
In conclusion the Parish
Council would like to thank
the following for all their help
with this project:
-

Michelle Mollon for her
600
suggestions
for
anniversary dates;

-

the Spenceley family for
researching
some
additional dates;

-

and the staff and several
pupils from the 3 local
schools who contributed
some most interesting
drawings capturing their
15
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Dont forget
to try our
Calendar Quiz
on Page 19

The Launch of the
Children's Calendar
To mark the release of the
Childrens Golden Jubilee
Calendar, the Parish Council
organised a public launch at
the Langley Park Primary
School on Thursday 26
September 2002.
On arriving at the School the
audience had the opportunity
to look at a display of local
history photographs and
maps by the County Records
Office.
To a packed house Miss
Dorothy Brennan, the Head
Teacher of Langley Park
Primary School, welcomed
the assembled company and
invited Alison Hiles, Chair of
Esh Parish Council, to open
the launch.
There
followed
a
full
programme of entertainment
beginning with a fascinating
range of films from the
Northern Region Film and
Television Archive, including
highlights from the Durham
Miners Gala in 1952 (where
Aneurin Bevin addressed a
huge crowd for well over an
hour  possibly including
some people from Langley
Park and surrounding areas),
VE day celebrations (in
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colour) and a hair raising
sword dance from the
Winlaton miners. The films
provided the audience with
an unusual glimpse of life in
the north east from the early
twenties up to the post war
years.
Children from all three local
primary schools took to the
stage and delighted the
audience with some popular
tunes from the Jubilee years,
ranging from a Beatles
number to Puff the Magic
Dragon,
with
solo
performances from Robyn
Hunter-Pescetto and Alex
Brown on the piano.
Well done to all the children
concerned - they were
absolutely splendid - and
also to the teachers Mrs B.
Miller, Miss R. Mitchell and
Mr P. Knowlson who so ably
conducted and supported the
children, and to Oliver Clark
who
made
some
introductions.
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Following
a
short
presentation by the Parish
Clerk, on the Calendar
project, special copies were
handed out to the Calendar
artists. Special because only
a few hours earlier they had
been signed, with personal
dedications, by Sir Bobby
Robson,
on
the
card
depicting England winning
the World Cup in 1966.
The second half of the
programme began with a
nearly local artist, Holly
Wood (nee Judith Shanks,
born and bred in Langley
Park) performing a range of
lively tunes from the 50s up
to modern time, including
powerful renditions of songs
by Susan Maughan (born in
Blackhill) and Tina Turner.
Holly thrilled the children in
particular with both her style
of
music
and
brightly
coloured wardrobe.
The
programme
was
rounded off with a lively
performance from Charlie
Fleming who kindly took time

out from a busy schedule to
play a couple of pieces
before, sadly, a string
snapped and brought the
evenings proceedings to a
slightly premature end.
Various raffles were held for
a
signed
Blue
Peter
photograph, almost the last
copy of Esh Leaves and a
signed (Bobby Robson) copy
of the Calendar.
Our thanks to all the
entertainers and schools for
assisting with the launch and
to the Friends of the School
for organising refreshments.
Fireworks and Bonfires
Following advice received
from the Councils insurers
the Parish Council has
decided that bonfires should
not be permitted on any of its
sites and that steps should
be taken to place warning
notices on the relevant land,
and
to
remove
any
combustible
material
deposited thereon.
Residents
are
therefore
respectfully requested not to
build bonfires on Parish
Council sites, at any time,
particularly
during
the
forthcoming bonfire season.
The Parish Council takes
safety issues very seriously
and
strongly
advises
residents
not
to
build
informal
bonfires
and
organise
public
firework
displays unless they have:

obtained the agreement with
the relevant landowners, the
Police and the Fire and
Rescue Service; and have
arranged
adequate
insurance cover which will
probably
require
the
organisers to comply with all
or the major part of the
current Department of Trade
and Industry Firework Safety
Guidelines, which can be
found
by
visiting
www.fireworksafety.co.uk
Instead of worrying about the
potential
implications
in
organising
an
informal
bonfire and firework display,
why not go to one of the
official organised events in
the area, such as the Aykley
Heads, Durham City display,
organised by the Police and
Fire and Rescue Service,
which is to be held on
Tuesday 5 November 2002
starting around 7.00pm.
It is understood that children
under 5 are admitted free
and that there is a small
cover charge for children
over this age and a
reasonable charge for adults.
With all profits going to
Charity why not go there for
a change.
See local press for details of
this and other more local
displays.

HAL
In a previous issue we
reported on HAL. To refresh
your memory HAL stands for
Highways Action Line and is
run by Durham County
Council as a one-stop call
centre to allow the public to
quickly and easily report any
road and lighting defects and
any other highway hazards.
Typical faults which are
reported include damaged
pavements and potholes on
the roads, vandalised street
lighting, traffic lights out of
action and blocked road
drains.

HAL can be contacted on
0191 3706000.

WANTED
Filing Cabinet
The Parish Council is looking
for a 4 or 5 door steel
cabinet.
Is any reader looking for a
new home for such an item?
Please contact the Parish
Clerk on 0191 3736687.
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Annual Audit

Allotments

Parish Council Meetings

At the time of going to press
the
Parish
Councils
accounts for 2001/02 have
been submitted to an
External Auditor for annual
audit purposes.

The Parish Council has
nearly 100 allotments on 2
separate sites on land to the
north of Garden Avenue and
to the south of the Langley
Park Primary School.

All Meetings commence at

The accounts have also
been subject to a range of
limited test checks by an
internal auditor, appointed by
the Council, and a Notice of
Appointment, of the annual
audit, was displayed in a
conspicuous place(s), for a
specified period, advising
interested parties of their
right to inspect certain
documents.

If any resident living within
the Parish is interested in
renting an allotment, then
they should ask to be placed
on the Councils Waiting List
by contacting the Parish
Clerk on 0191 3736687.

on the second Tuesday
each month (not August).

7.00pm
in the Parish Room
Church Street

Agenda are placed at
various locations throughout
the Parish.
Members of the public are
welcome to sit in on the non
confidential part of the
Agenda and time is allowed
for residents to raise relevant
questions at the end on this
section of the Agenda.

Tidy Village Competition
Congratulations to Esh and
Quebec Villages for reaching
the finals of this years
competition.
The Presentation of Awards
was held at County Hall on 1
October 2002 and the Chair
of Esh Parish Council
received two Commendation
Certificates, from the Bishop
of Durham, for Quebec in
The Wear Valley Trophy Hamlets category and for
Esh in The Northern Echo
Trophy  Small General
category.
Well done to the residents
and businesses who kept
these areas so tidy.
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The rents for 2003 have
already been determined at
£18 per allotment and water
taps are situated fairly close
to each allotment.
Citizens Advice Bureau
The Parish Council has
hosted several sessions of
the Bureau and as very few
appointments were made for
the final two sessions it was
agreed with the CAB to
review the need for further
sessions early next year.
In the meantime if residents
have any matters which they
wish to raise they should
contact CAB on 0120
281867.
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Notes from the County
Councillor, Joe Armstrong
Two matters to report.
Residents will have noticed
the introduction of dropped
kerbs in the general area of
the Langley Park WMC. It is
intended to provide further
dropped kerbs, in the village,
in the near future.
Following a recent incident,
when the bollards outside
the Post Office had been
damaged,
replacement
bollards
were
provided
immediately.

Events and Opportunities
Calendar Quiz
Now that youve bought a
copy
of
the
Calendar
produced by the Parish
Council and pupils from the
three local Primary Schools,
why not have a go at the
following Quiz.
We are offering a prize of an
interesting
pack
of
5
complete
and
authentic
reproduced
newspapers
showing landmark events
during the Golden Jubilee
years to the winner, and a
copy of the Calendar signed
by Sir Bobby Robson to the
runner up. In the event of
more than two winning
entries there will be a draw
from the Clerks hat.
Entries please to:
Mr M. G. Ackroyd
8 Long Garth
Whitesmocks
Durham City
DH1 4HJ
by 5.00pm on Thursday, 5
December 2002.
Don't forget to include your
name and address with your
entry. The winner should
receive their prize in time for
Christmas.
No correspondence will be
entered
into
and
the
answers,
with
the
prizewinner's name, should
be featured in the next
edition of Esh Leaves.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Who was 5 Januarys
other half?
What was 23 Januarys
title?
What was 5 February
famous for?
Who is 21 February better
known as?
Who was Prime Minister
at time of 17 February?
Who carried out 18
March?
Where was 6 April held?
Who married 2 May?
In which country did 28
May die?
What was the cost of 13
June before it became 9p?
Who did VW beat on 1
July?
Who did E beat on 30
July?
Who was the child star of
17 August?
Who made 28 August?
Who
sang
the
11
September song?
What was 14 October's
first UK No 1 hit?
Who wrote the 15 October
book?
Who was the leading man
in 16 November?
Where was 27 November
born?
Which JB film followed 17
December?

If by any chance you dont
have a copy of the calendar
they should be available at:
the 3 Primary Schools; Esh
and Langley Park Post
Offices; or Londis and
Reays Newsagencies. Price
£2.50
each
including
envelopes.
You can also buy packs of
matching Christmas cards at
most of the same outlets.
Price £1.75 per pack.
Christmas at the Langley
Park WMC
Group Night, Friday 15
November. It is not known
yet which Group will be
performing, but they will be
well known.
Childrens Christmas Dinner,
Saturday 14 December.
Pensioners
Christmas
Dinner,
Monday
16
December.
There will be Discos on
Christmas Night and New
Year's Eve with hopefully an
extension on New Year's
Eve until 11.30pm.
There are solo artists and
duos on every Saturday and
Sunday nights. Bingo on
Tuesdays.
Hopefully every Sunderland
and Newcastle game on Sky
will be shown on the big
screen in the Concert Room.
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Special Needs Unity Group
(SNUG)
SNUG promotes positive
images of people with
learning disabilities by giving
them opportunities to be
involved
in
integrated
community based activities.
Breaking down barriers and
changing attitudes, therefore
allowing these individuals to
achieve full citizenship and
status within their own
community.
The Group has said that it is
trying to solve injustices in
Society where people with
learning
disabilities
are
denied
everyday
opportunities and have found
the powerful medium of
theatre an extremely useful
and enjoyable vehicle for
this. The Group has used
this medium for over 10
years with the support of
local Councils.
SNUG
has
over
50
members, aged between 5
and
75,
from
the
Derwentside and adjoining
areas, and nearly the same
number again of indirectly
interested individuals. One
third of the group have
severe learning disabilities.
This ratio allows natural
integration to take place and
is purposefully maintained.
The Group has appeared at
the
Edinburgh
Fringe
Festival to rave reviews and
is hoping to raise sufficient
funds to make a return visit
in 2003.
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The Parish Council is
delighted to announce that
SNUG will be performing A
Music Magic Show on
Saturday 1 February 2003 at
the Wood View Community
Centre,
Langley
Park,
commencing at 2.15pm.
This should be a show not to
be missed and readers are
advised to put this date in
their diaries as soon as
possible. Further details will
be announced later and
displayed
at
various
locations throughout the
Parish.
Esh and Langley Park Post
Office
Changes to Payments of
Pensions and Benefits
You may be aware from
recent press coverage that
the Government is going
ahead with its plans to
change the way you receive
your Pensions and Benefits
from April 2003.
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You will receive a letter
explaining
your
options.
There will still be an option
for you to receive your
money weekly in cash at the
Post Office.
If you don't
understand any part of the
letter PLEASE come and
speak to us before you sign
anything.

Your continued custom is
highly valued and vital if
these Post Offices are to
remain open.
Postmasters
Esh and Langley Park

Esh Leaves W.I.
Everyone has heard of the
Womens Institute and in
some peoples minds it
conjures up a group of
sweet, gossiping dears who
talk about knitting and jam
making. Nothing could be
further from the truth.
At Esh Leaves W.I. the
emphasis is on having an
evening
which
is
entertaining, informative and
lots of fun.
Most of our members have
been with us for years,
joining in their 30s, and they
still look forward to our
monthly get togethers.
We need new members of
ALL ages (including previous
members) to help us have
even
better
meetings.
Whether you fancy joining in
or sitting back and being
entertained

all
are
welcome.
We
have
a
speaker,
demonstration or entertainer
each month, a few examples
from the years programme
are:silk
painting
demonstration,
a
police
officer explaining forensic
science, a musical evening,
a theatre trip plus meals out.
At our meetings you will find
quizzes, competitions, lots of
laughter
and
a
warm
welcome.
We meet on the second
Monday of every month
(except
August
and
December) at 7.30pm in the

Church of England School
Hall in Esh Village.
Come on Ladies, give us a
try and ring Sheila Vear on
0191 3732353.
Alzheimer's
Dementia care & research
Do you know someone who
is becoming forgetful?
If forgetfulness or confusion
is becoming a problem for
you or someone you know, it
is important to get your
doctor's advice soon. There
may be a problem which can
be treated.
If the problem is dementia
there are still treatments and
services which can help.
What we can offer
� Someone to talk to who
knows and understands
� Home support
� Carer support worker
� Information and advice
� Carer support group
� Guidance through the
system until you receive
appropriate help.
Our services are free, so for
any
further
advice
or
information
contact
the
Derwentside
Branch,
5
Trafalgar Street, Consett or
tel. 01207 591835.
THE ALZHEIMER'S SOCIETY IS THE
LEADING
CARE
AND
RESEARCH
CHARITY FOR PEOPLE WITH ALL
FORMS OF DEMENTIA, THEIR FAMILIES
AND CARERS. FOUNDED IN 1979 AS
THE ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE SOCIETY.
REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 296645
COMPANY LIMITED BY GUARANTEE
REGISTERED IN ENGLAND NO 2115499
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All Saints Langley Park
Wednesday 18 December
7.30pm
Village Carol Service at
St. Andrew's Methodist
Church
Sunday 22 December
4pm
Children's Christingle
Service at
All Saints Church
Christmas Eve
8pm
Christmas Eucharist at
All Saints
---St. John the Baptist
Hamsteels (Quebec)
Sunday 22 December
6pm
Carol Service with the Esh &
Bearpark Colliery Band
Christmas Eve
11.30pm
Midnight Eucharist
---St. Michael & All Angels
Esh
Christmas Eve
8pm
Christmas Eucharist
Christmas Day
9.15am
Family Eucharist
Wishing you all a very
Happy Christmas.
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Langley Park Baptist
Church
Saturday 14 December
Family Christmas Tea
If you would like to join us
ring the minister, Rev. A
Brunton on 371 0296 before
8 December.
Sunday 21 December
10:30am
Celebrating the Incarnation
6:00pm
Carols Around the Tree: the
message of Christmas in the
words of carols and Scripture
around the tree outside the
Chapel.
People of all denominations
or none and of all ages are
welcome to join us especially for mince pies and
a hot drink inside the Chapel
after the open air service!

Village Christmas Quiz
As we are approaching the
Festive Season we thought
readers
might
like
to
challenge their local history
skills. The following Quiz
was compiled by an exiled
parishioner.
We are offering a free copy
of the standard edition of
Esh Leaves (the book) to the
first all correct entry drawn
out of the Clerk's hat.
Entries please to: Mr M. G.
Ackroyd, 8 Long Garth,
Whitesmocks, Durham City.
DH1 4HJ, to be received

by 5.00pm on Thursday, 5
December 2002.
Don't forget to include your
name and address with your
entry. The winner should
receive their prize in time for
Christmas.
No
correspondence
will
be
entered
into
and
the
answers,
with
the
prizewinner's name, should
be featured in the next
edition of Esh Leaves.
Our thanks to the exiled
parishioner for compiling this
testing quiz.

1. Where is the Crow/Babylon?
2. Where was the long bar?
3. Where is the location of the three wells which served
the village before piped water came to the village?
4. Where is the field known as Forty Pence?
5. Where was the Esh Working Mens Club situated?

Tuesday 24 December
1.30pm
Carol Service
Langley Park Care Home,
Front Street
Come and join us!

6. Where was the village pump situated?
7. Where is the Doctors Buildings situated?
8. Where was Mallabar House?
9. Where is Woodbine Cottage?
10.

Where was the site of the first Hill Top Colliery?

11.

Where was Underside Farm?

12.

Where was there a footpath which was known

locally as the Monkey?
13.

Esh Leaves

Where was the Three Road Ends before 1920?
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Wood View Community
Centre
Christmas Eve
Tuesday 24 December
8.00pm
Dance and Faith Supper
£1.50
Childrens Christmas Party
Friday 27 December
2-5.00pm
Disco/Games/Santa
New Year's Eve
Tuesday 31 December
8.00pm
Dance and Buffet
£2.50

Trip to Lourdes May 2003
Fri. May 23 Durham>Newhaven - overnight Dieppe dinner/BB.
Sat. May 24 Visit to Lisieux (St Therese). Overnight La Rochelle
dinner/BB.
Sun. May 25 Arrive Argeles-Gazost (Lourdes 8 miles). 5 nights
stay FB
Mon. May 26 Full day in Lourdes - Blessing of the Sick.
Tue. May 27 Morning market in Argeles. Afternoon free. Early
dinner.
Evening - Torchlight Procession in Lourdes.
Wed. May 28 Trip to Cauterets, Gavarnie and Pyrenees.
Thu. May 29 Last day in Lourdes.

Come along to:
Bingo
Mon/ Wed/Sat evenings
Broth Day
Once a Month (Thursday)
Table Tennis
Once a Fortnight (Thursday)
50/50 Dancing
Saturday evenings
Look out for the Posters
with details
1st Esh Scout Group
Christmas Fair
Saturday 30 November 2002
2-4.30pm
Raffle, Christmas Goods
Guess Teddy's Name
Guess the weight of the cake
Cakes, Ginger Wine etc

Fri. May 30 Travel to Limoges (world porcelain centre) overnight dinner/BB.
Sat. May 31 Visit to Tours on the Loire. Overnight La Chartresur-le-Loir dinner/BB.
Sun. June 1 Visit to Rouen (St Joan of Arc). Overnight Dieppe
dinner/BB.
Mon. June 2 Return to Durham.
We will have a priest going with us.
10 nights approximate cost £350 to £400.
Executive coach with toilet & refreshment by Lees of
Meadowfield.
Contact:
Mrs Doreen Cummings,
50 East Clere, Langley Park, Durham, DH7 9XZ
Tel: 0191 373 1393 or email: tomcummings@tiscali.co.uk

Church Street Community
Centre, Langley Park
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Information from Derwentside District Council
New changes in place from
1 April 2002
Removal of household
effects
£10.00 for up to six items
Flytipping
People found to be flytipping
will be prosecuted

Langley Park
Neighbourhood Office
0191 3735467
Opening Hours
Monday  Friday
General
08.30 - 12.30
Office
13.30 - 16.45
Cashiering

08.30 -12.30
13.30 - 16.00

Careline

Dog Fouling
People allowing their dogs to
foul public areas can receive
an on the spot fine of £50.00,
persistent offenders will be
prosecuted and can be fined
up to £1000.00
FREE Dog Tidy Bags are
available from the Council
Office

01207 237983
Help and assistance to
vulnerable
people.
Community
alarm
and
worker
Esh Winning  Housing
Surgery

Every other Wednesday at
the Community Centre (see
notice board for details).
Esh Winning  Properties
to Let

Although currently there are
no properties available, there
is not a particularly long
waiting list, and anyone
interested in such a property
should contact the Council
as soon as possible.

All enquiries 01207 693693

Esh Leaves

October 2001 saw the start
of the Derwentside Tenant
Forum. Issues of importance
to all tenants are discussed,
including Rent Management,
Repairs, Customer Services.
The Forum is vital to ensure
tenants have a say in how
the housing service is
provided. Currently there are
no representatives for the
Langley Park and Esh
Winning areas.

09.30 - 12.00

Occasionally
Derwentside
District Council has Solid
Fuel
Centrally
heated
Bungalows available to let in
the Esh Winning area.

Derwentside District
Council
Customer Services

Derwentside District Council
operate a Home Content
Insurance
Scheme
for
Council Tenants.
Contact
any office for details.
Tenants Forum

Treatment of Pests
£5.88  Wasps, bees etc

Treatment of Vermin
FREE  Rats etc

Home Insurance
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Any tenant wishing to
contribute should contact
Susan
Clark,
Tenant
Resource and Information
Officer on 01207 218533.
Stock Condition Survey
The Council is in the process
of carrying out a Stock
Condition
Survey.
The
survey will tell the Council
about
works
that
are
required to bring Council
properties up to the Decent
Homes standard by 2010.
The survey should be
completed by the end of
October 2002.

Neighbourhood Watch
Many people are helping to
reduce crime. It has become
generally
accepted
that
crime reduction and crime
prevention
are
most
successful when they involve
everybody, not just the
Police. You too can be more
involved.

If you think that you can
develop,
and
run,
a
Neighbourhood
Watch
contact:
Brian Donkin
Community Safety Dept.
Stanley Police Station
0191 375 2417

Planning Matters

Often you are faced with
difficult local problems and a
community of strangers, but
that can be changed by the
willingness
to
become
involved and do something
positive, together, about your
neighbourhood.
You have an important role
to play in creating a safer
local community. If you live
or work in the area, you
probably know those people
who are most at risk and you
know the problems of the
area.
Creating a safer
neighbourhood,
and
reducing crime, is all about
being a good neighbour and
a responsible citizen.
Neighbourhood Watch is a
popular way for people of all
ages and backgrounds to get
involved. It brings groups of
local people together to
address local crime issues.
This usually begins with
people
sharing
crime
prevention
advice
and
activities, keeping an eye on
each
others
property,
improving home security and
building
two
way
communication
with
the
Police.

The grant of planning
permission does not cover
consent for any other
purposes, such as Building
Regulations. It is your
responsibility to ensure that
any
other
necessary
consents are applied for and
obtained.
A planning permission must
be taken up within a certain
period of time. This is usually
5 years and is specified in
the Decision Notice. If
development is not started
within this time period the
permission will lapse.
When permission is
refused

Continuing our series of
extracts from Derwentside
District Council's Planning
Handbook
Your application has been
submitted and validated by
the
Planning
Division,
consultations have been
made with the possibility of
objections being raised, and
a recommendation has been
put forward. The next part of
the process is the decision.
____
The Decision
When
you
receive
permission,
read
the
decision letter with care.
There may be conditions
attached and if these are not
observed then you could
become
liable
to
enforcement
proceedings,
including prosecution.
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The Council will state on the
decision notice the reasons
why. You may be able to
change your proposal to
overcome the problems. If
so, a new application can be
submitted which is more
likely to be successful.
Before making a new
application it is advisable to
discuss it with a planning
officer.
____
In the next issue we will look
at Appeals, for example if
your application is refused.
You can access the full
Planning Handbook and
other information on local
planning matters by visiting
the website at
www.derwentside.gov.uk/planning
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Langley Park

Thursdays and Fridays: 10am  12.30 ,
1.30 4.30, 5pm 7pm
Saturday : 9am  12noon

Services we Offer:
� Lending Books, language courses and spoken word tapes.
� Reference Facilities.- including access to Internet resources.
� Book buying service in conjunction with Waterstones.
� Homework Help  we have a comprehensive collection of books on
curriculum-based topics.
� Request Service  if its not on the shelves, well do our best to get it in for
you! We have access to the entire County book stock.
� Telephone Renewals  books due back, and you cant get to the Library on
time? Give us a ring! Most books can be renewed, providing no one else
has asked for them.
� Books for under 5s  youre never too young to start reading and looking
at books!
� Community Information
� If you are registered as a member here, you can have a computer ticket,
which allows you to borrow books and access services in any of Durhams
38 Libraries, including the new Clayport Library in Durham City.
Want to know More ?

Telephone 0191 383 5130
And speak to one of our friendly staff-were here to help you !

Esh Leaves
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LACE
HAIRDRESSING

Mon-closed
Tue-Fri open 9am-5pm
Sat open 8.30am-3pm
Julie Wordingham
Co-op Buildings, Langley Park
Durham DH7 9XE
Tel: 0191 3731959

Langley Park Fish Shop

Stuart Wright
Funeral Service, Durham

Opening Times:
Mon-Wed
11-1 and 7:15-11:30
Thurs
11-1 and 4-10:30
Fri
11-1 and 4-11:30
Sat
11-1

COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST
24 HOUR SERVICE
0191 373 3700 or 0191 386 3850
43 Front Street
23 Marshall Terrace
Langley Park
Gilesgate
Durham
Durham
DH7 9SA
DH1 2HX
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk

Prop. Brian Winch, tel: 373 1474

Trevor Lewis
Photography

Olivers Trees Ltd
Professional Tree Care & Consultancy
Proprietors: D. Oliver and C. Beirne

'The Wedding Specialists'
An award winning, qualified,
Master Photographer with a
fine reputation for
classical wedding images

Unit 3, Langley Park Industrial Estate
Witton Gilbert, Durham DH7 6TX
0191 373 9771 Fax: 0191 373 9772
e-mail: olivers@olvers-ts-freeserve.co.uk

Fothergills Pies
39 Front Street, Langley Park,
Durham DH7 9SA
Tel: 0191 373 6405

Retail
Outside catering for all occasions
- weddings, birthdays,
christenings, office parties,
freezer orders

Tel: 0191 371 2482
Mobile: 07889586349

Jill Pitt
Massage Therapist
Aromatherapy
Reflexology
Body Massage
Indian Head Massage

IIHHT
IIR
IHBC
IIHHT

7 years in business
Tel: 0191 373 5700
In Langley Park

Carol Long
Qualified Lady Therapist
Reflexology I.T.E.C.
Aromatherapy I.I.H.T.
Massage Therapy
Langley Park
0191 373 2370
Federation of Holistic Therapists
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DOG GROOMING
AT

THE WHITE TUN, WITTON GILBERT
Bookings taken for
CHRISTMAS FAYRE AND CHRISTMAS DAY
Christmas Day sittings 12 noon and 2pm
Deposit required

PARK PET SUPPLIES
34 FRONT STREET
LANGLEY PARK
Full Grooming Service
Baths only, Nail clipping
All breeds catered for

Christmas Fayre Menu £10.50 per person
Children (under 10yrs) £8.00 per person
Christmas Day £33.50 per person
Children (under 10yrs) £20.00 per person

FOR AN APPOINTMENT
TEL. 0191 3734008

The Village Choice

Alan Madrell

17 Quebec Street
Langley Park
Tel 373 9895

Coach Hire
16 seat Mini & 49 seat Executive Coaches
Any Distance, Any Occasion

For all your Christmas needs:
Children & Ladies Fashion,
Toys, Jewellery, Gifts, Fancy
Goods.
Top Quality at Low Prices
New stock arriving weekly

Telephone: 0191 3733145

(Weekly payment scheme available)

LOCAL HEARING AID
SERVICE
available through
Moira & Allen invite you to our refurbished Country Inn on your doorstep (just a couple of miles
from Quebec & Wilks Hill)

Now recognised by Discover Britain & Hidden Inns as one of Co. Durham's
Select Inns serving excellent food Tuesday to Saturday 7-9.30pm &
Traditional Sunday Roast Lunches served 12-2.30pm
From just £3.95 (booking recommended)
Superb cask-conditioned ales

____________________________
Christmas Fayre from 11th December 2002
Ending with a Christmas Eve Special Dinner (four courses £14.95)
New Year's Eve Gala Buffet (music by request with glass of bubbly @ midnight, £15.95)
________________________________________________________
Burns Supper - Friday 24th January 2003 (a great night out with a difference, £15.95)

MR BRUCE CRABBE
RHAD MSHAA
Ability Hearing Care
51 Front Street,
Langley Park, DH7 9XB
Tel No 0191 373 4065
Free Call 0800 6526152
Open 10.00am to 2.00pm
Mon, Wed, Fri and Sat
DOMICILLARY VISITS
AVAILABLE

____________________________________

Enjoy the welcoming quiet ambient atmosphere of a traditional country inn
now offering quality en-suite accommodation (including one room with a 4poster bed for that extra special occasion)
____________________________
Small weddings and parties our speciality

Esh Leaves
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FREE TESTS
AND ADVICE
We sell all types
of hearing aids

