
 
 

New car park at Quebec 

 

Financial details:   
Work to Front Street   £21000 
Works to Car park Area and Access £21000 
      £42000 

 

Funding Sources: 
 Esh Parish Council     £4000  
 AAP / Highways     £7600 
 Cllr Armstrong Highways Budget   £5400 
 Cllr Campbell Neighbourhood Budget £10000 
 Cllr Armstrong Neighbourhood Budget £15000 

 £42000 

 

 

 

 

 

Following excellent work by 
EQUaL in obtaining funding 
for improved play areas for 
Quebec, Esh and Langley 
Park we are pleased to report 
that further progress has 
been made in providing a 
long awaited car park for the 
Quebec site. The following is 
report has been forwarded by 
County Councillor Joe 
Armstrong. 
 
The Area Action Partnerships 
(AAP‟s) came into being in 
July 2009; our AAP is called 
the Mid Durham Rural West 
which covers the Esh Division 
and Parish Area. In 
conjunction with residents 
and the Parish Council, a 
project was identified for Safe 
Sport and Play / Quebec. 
The proposal was: To 
construct a car park and 
entrance improvements into 
Quebec to make the area 
safe, accessible and 
attractive.  
 
The improvements include 
laying a tarmac based car 
park. The entrance to the 
park and sports field will be 
off the side road (road to car 
park improved). Improved 
signage and entrance into the 
village from the west; 
including birdsmouth fencing 

to stop parking on grass 
verges leading into the 
village.  
 
There will also be traffic 
control road lining put in place 
around the area, and 
improved drainage. 
The play park was developed 
in 2005. Next to the play park 
is the football field which is 
used by local teams. The 
facility is situated on an 
entrance corner into the 
village, beside two road 
junctions.  
 
Due to the 
location of 
the park and 
sports field 
clients using 
the facilities 
have been 
inclined to 
park on the 
verges and 
the road, 

adversely affecting visibility 
and endangering adults and 
children, and also spoiling the 
natural environment. The 
Residents Association have 
constantly expressed their 
concerns regarding safety 
and access. 
 
This work reflects the AAP 
priorities, addressing highway 
and road safety issues 
alongside activities for young 
people, and the health and 
well being of my constituents. 
Groups associated with the 
project are; Quebec 
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QUEBEC VILLAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 

SEE PAGE 2 FOR CONTENTS SEE PAGE 9 FOR TRIBUTE TO SIR BOBBY ROBSON 
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Christmas Decorations 
 
By the time this edition of Esh 
Leaves is delivered the lights 
will have been turned on in 
our 3 villages. For a more 
detailed report turn to page 
11. 
 
Annual Audit 
 
Esh Parish Council‟s 
accounts for 2008/09 were 
submitted to the External 
Auditor in June 2009.  
 
Residents had been given the 
opportunity to inspect the 
accounts over a 4 week 
period and no comments, nor 
issues, were raised. 
 
The External Auditor has now 
issued his Notice of 
Conclusion of Audit, which 
has been displayed at various 
locations throughout the 
Parish, and has identified 1 
matter which needs to be 
drawn to the attention of the 
Parish Council namely that:- 
 
“The Council made a 
payment that they did not 
have the power to authorise: 
this payment is therefore 
Ultra Vires” 
 

The Council‟s response 
(Parish Council Meeting 13th 
October 2009 – Minute 
114/09 refers) was:- 
 
A) Accept the External 
Auditor‟s comment and 
introduce a grants policy 
which would maintain 
compliance with statutory 
regulations regarding 
payment of gifts to 
individuals. 
 
B) Implement the grant‟s 
policy circulated at the 
meeting, copy to be placed 
on the Council Policy file, 
Auditor‟s file and the Web 
site. 
 
Editor’s note 
 
A copy of the Council‟s 
Grants Policy will be found on 
page 4 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
 
All Meetings commence at 
7.00pm (excepting when 
following the Annual 
Assembly and the Annual 
General Meeting) in the Harry 
Guildford Centre, Thomas 
Street, Langley Park and at 
other locations. The choice of 
venue is subject to an annual 
review at the Annual General 
Meeting.  
 
Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the non 
confidential part of the 
Agenda and there is an 
opportunity to raise matters of 
interest at the end of this part 
of the Agenda. The next 
Meetings are:- 

 

12th January 2010 – 
Harry Guildford Centre 
  

9th February 2010 – 
New Parish Hall, Esh 
9th March 2010 – 
Harry Guildford Centre 
13th April 2010 – 
To be determined 
 

Hanging Baskets 
 
Another season over. Once 
again the Parish Council 
would like to thank Paul 
Snowdon for providing and 
watering the baskets, the 
local shopkeepers for their 
co-operation in the matter 
and Alan Wilkinson for 
maintaining the flower tubs on 
Esh Green.   
 
New Year Walk 
 

We‟ll all be making New Year 
resolutions – you know the 
thing, eat healthier, drink less, 
get fitter. Well now you can 
make a start straight away by 
joining the Parish Council‟s 
New Year Walk – a gentle 3 
to 4 mile stroll. Meet outside 
the Harry Guildford Centre at 
1pm on 1st January. 
Refreshments will be 
provided at the end of the 
walk. 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWS FROM ESH 
PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

We would like to wish our 
readers a Merry Christmas 

 and a Happy New Year 
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Chairman’s 
comment/update 
 
Everyone will have noted the 
section on the last issue by 
Chris Bloor the Chairman 
from the last AGM in May of 
this year. 
 
Chris has taken up a post 
helping out with IT 
developments in Botswana – 
although he will return 
regularly and still remains a 
Councillor, he has had to 
resign from the position of 
Chairman as he will no longer 
be available and able to act 
as and carry out the 
responsibilities of Chairman 
when needed. 
 
As the Vice Chairman I have 
therefore taken over as 
Chairman until the next AGM. 
My name is Allan Harling and 
a resident of Langley Park. I 
have served as Vice Chair 
and also Chairman in the past 
and therefore am aware of 
the difficulties and the 
responsibilities of the post, 
and hope to carry out the 
duties bestowed on me by the 
Parish Council to the best of 
my ability. 
 
We are at present in the 
process of many changes 
both at local government and 
Parish levels. The challenges 
that they bring as well as the 
responsibilities are large. For 
instance everyone will have 
received information on the 
Area Action Partnerships that 
have been created in the 
wake of the change from 
District Councils. There is 
also a lesser committee 
created by the Parishes 
within our AAP to discuss and 
coordinate and synchronise 

our responses and working 
with the AAP, this committee 
is the PCC (Parish 
Community Councils). I 
attend this representing the 
parish and Parish Council on 
your behalf and will 
endeavour to keep 
Parishioners aware of the 
progress and developments 
as and when they occur. 
 
Linked with these is the 
current Boundary 
Commission review – at this 
stage it does not seem to 
make any changes to our 
Parish areas – however we 
will be watching and 
discussing this very carefully, 
 
It is my intention to improve 
the information output by way 
of our excellent magazine 
Esh Leaves and keep 
everyone living and working 
in the Parish aware of 
progress. 
 
You will find the content of 
the magazine will change to 
reflect the above and also – 
by way of a more involved 
editorial committee – seek to 
involve everyone in the 
Parish more. We all look 
forward to this developing, 
 
It is your Parish and your 
Council. 
 
Thank You. 
Allan Harling, Chairman 
 

Donations made from 
1st April - 30th November 
2009 
 
Langley Park Angling Club - 
£300 (Fishing activities for 
young people during the 
School Summer Holidays) 
 

Goodwill Association - £200  
(Annual Outing for the over 
60‟s to South Shields) 
Rams Head Football Club - 
£500 (Donation towards costs 
of hiring football pitch)  
Langley Park Sports and 
Social Club - £300 (Saturday 
Club sporting activities for 
young people) 
Langley Park WMC Football 
Club - £100 (Donation 
towards costs of hiring 
football pitch)  
Simply Sports Ltd - £700  
(Contribution towards costs of 
the 1 week soccer coaching 
programme at Langley Park 
in August 2009) 
 

EQUaL LIVES ON! 
 

EQUaL now has two part-
time Community Capacity 
Workers to replace Karen 
who now has a new job. They 
are Lynne Rowland and 
Paula Graham and are 
available in the Harry 
Guildford Centre between 
12:30 – 3:30pm Mon - Fri 
 
New people come with fresh 
ideas and, as well as 
continuing the existing 
projects, we hope to be able 
to raise funds to pursue 
other avenues and look 
forward to working with 
residents, local organisations 
and others for the benefit of 
the parish. 
 
They can be contacted on 
01913736687 or 07879 435 
422 
 
The EQUaL website remains 
www.equal.vcip.org.uk and 
shortly should be updated 
with our new activities. 
 
Alison 
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ESH PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Council Funding   - Grants Policy 

1)  Who Can Apply? 

a) Local community groups, voluntary organisations and sports/recreational clubs. 

b) Groups etc offering a service/facility for the benefit of the residents of the Parish.  Also groups 

located outside the Parish who would offer a similar benefit. 

c) Individuals, if submitted by an organisation to which they belong. 

2)  What can you apply for? 

All eligible applications are considered on merit.  Normally only one grant per organisation will be given 

in a Council fiscal year (April to March). 

3)  When and how should an application be made? 

The Council will accept applications at any time during the fiscal year.  All applications are to be made 

on a form that can be obtained from the Parish Clerk.  The Council would normally consider each 

application at its ordinary monthly meetings (2nd Tuesday of each month, excluding August). 

4)  What is required with the application? 

a) Completed application form 

b) Group’s most recent financial information:- 

i. Bank Statements showing current balances 

ii. Income/Expenditure accounts or other financial details (indicating income/expenditure 

over previous year) 

      d)  Copy of the organisations constitution/Terms of Reference/or Rules 

      e)  Evidence of any other awards towards the project (eg Lottery Funding) 

5)  What will not normally be funded? 

a) The activities of political organisations 

b) The activities of religious organisations 

c) Events that have already occurred or equipment already purchased 

d) Repayment of loans 

e) Organisation that have a closed or restricted membership (excluding Youth clubs) 

6) What will be funded 

a) Applications will be considered on merit. However, priority will be given to specific projects over 

general costs and to projects relating to organisations within Esh Parish area. 

b) Applications from National and County - wide organisations will be considered at the end of the 

financial year. 

7)  Grant Conditions 

a) The grant can only be used for the purpose stated in the application and the Council  reserves the 

rights to reclaim any grant not being used for the specified purpose of the application. 

b) Individuals may apply for grants, if submitted by an organisation to which they belong.  The 

organisation is responsible for ensuring the grant is used for the purpose for which it was granted. 

c) Should for any reason the organisation disband during the period of the grant the Council may ask 

for all or part of the monies to be paid back. 

d) Organisations must contact the Council before disposing of any equipment or resources 

purchased or part purchased with a grant from the Council. 

e) The Council reserves the right to monitor the use of the grant and would welcome a report on how 

the grant has been used and what outcomes have been achieved. 

f) Normally only one grant per fiscal year, though exceptions may be made. 

g) Organisations are responsible for ensuring that they are in compliance with all legal and statutory 

requirements. 

h) Failure to comply with any conditions attached to a grant may result in a grant being repaid or 

affect future grant assistance. 

8)  Need more information 

If you would like to discuss your project/scheme then please contact the Parish Clerk on 0191 3736687 

during office hours 9.30am to 12.30pm,  

Monday to Friday, or by e-mail geoff.smith@langley-park.org.uk  
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Completed Bus Stop upgrade 

 
 
 
 
In addition to the works 
highlighted on Page 1 of this 
newsletter the following works 
have been undertaken by the 
County Council in our 
area:- 
 

Footpath and 
associated drainage 
works Esh Village to 
Esh Laude  

 
The need for this work 
was identified and 
brought to the attention 
of Cllr Armstrong by 
local residents, who was 
successful in sourcing 
funding from the Local 
Transport Plan 2 to complete 
the work. 
The cost of the project was 
over £40000, and carried out 
to a high standard by Service 
Direct. 
Cllr Armstrong hopes that 
residents enjoy this popular 
walk, and safe access to St 
Michaels Church. 

 
Bus Stops 
 
Residents in Langley Park 
may have noticed work to the 
bus stops to enable safe 
disabled access onto buses, 
this is part of a planned 
programme to upgrade all 
bus stops in the village. This 

includes improvements to 
time table/service displays 
and refurbishment of bus 
shelters with some 
replacements. 
 
Due to be completed before 
Christmas. 

Litter Bins 
 
Residents have recently 
raised the issue of the few 
litter bins present at locations 
along the Front Street and 
linking to this the general 
street cleaning particularly in 
the light of the increasing 
number of food Takeaways in 
the village. There are 
concerns that this needs to 
be addressed as soon as 
possible to maintain the best 
possible appearance for 
Langley Park since money 
has been spent on Urban 
Regeneration scheme.  
 
We understand that this issue 
is currently being addressed 
by the County Council. 
  

Christmas Greetings 
 
Councillors Armstrong and 
Campbell would like to take 
this opportunity to wish a very 
Merry Christmas and a Happy 
Healthy New Year to all 
residents in the Esh Ward. 

 
 

 

 
St. Michael & All Angels, Esh 
 
 22nd December: 7pm 
 Village Carol Service  

Christmas Eve: 8pm 
Christmas Eucharist & 
Carols 
Christmas Day: 10am 
Christmas Eucharist & 
Carols 
  

----------------------------- 
  

All Saints, Langley Park 
  

20th December: 4pm 
Children's Christingle 
Service 
Christmas Eve: 8pm 

Christmas Communion & 
Carols 
 ------------------------------------- 
 St. John the Baptist, 
Hamsteels 
  

Christmas Eve: 11.30pm 
Midnight Communion & 
Carols 
   

Rev. Michael Peers 
 
 

 

 

 

Friends in other Countries  
 
Langley Park Primary School 
is working on a Comenius 
Project with partner schools 
in Spain, Estonia and 
Belgium.  Together, pupils 
from the schools are 
exchanging information on 
weather and seasonal 
changes.  Recently,  
Miss Brennan, Miss 
Chisholm, Mrs Stirling and 
Mrs Snailham flew to Madrid 
to develop the next phase of 
the project.  The Spanish 

MORE NEWS FROM 
DURHAM COUNTY 
COUNCIL 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 

NEWS FROM LANGLEY 
PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

Esh Village to Esh Laude footpath 
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Amber-Lee Stockdale 

children gave an excellent 
presentation of traditional 
dance and songs.  They were 
very curious about the way 
English children live. 
 
The Spanish children learn to 
speak English from an early 
age and were keen to try out 
their language skills. 
 
The partner schools are in the 
process of producing a joint 
calendar for each child in the 
project.  We hope to web-cam 
with the Spanish school next 
term and are in the process of 
producing a DVD of the 
project. 

A Thank You from Langley 
Park Primary School  
 
Langley Park Primary School 
would like to thank the local 
shops for their support 
throughout the year with 
generous donations for raffles 
and would like to wish 
everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year. 
 
Tanya Vickers Memorial 
Trophy  
 
Each year Langley Park 
Primary School present 
the Tanya Vickers 
Memorial Trophy  to the 
child who is the most 
helpful and cheerful 

around school.  This year, the 
trophy was presented to 
Amber-Lee Stockdale. 

Expochef  
 
Langley Park Primary School 
is keen to encourage pupils to 
live a healthy lifestyle and 
holds the National Healthy 
Schools Award. 
Recently, Expochef gave an 
excellent demonstration of 
cooking healthy food and 
talked to the children about 
healthy eating.  Expochef 
made smoothies, burgers 
and vegetable casserole and 
she talked about healthy 
alternatives to sauce and 
sugar.  
 
The children all received a 
book of recipes to try at 
home. 
 
The children said Expochef 
was „brilliant‟, „exciting‟ and 
„great fun‟. 

Write on Target! 
 
Six pupils from Year 4 have 
recently taken part in a „Write 
on Target‟ Literacy project 
held at The Stadium of Light 
in Sunderland. The project 
included writing factual 
reports about catering 
facilities, and writing poems 
about some exciting areas of 
the Stadium which they 
visited - the players changing 
room, the Reception area, 
and the tunnel! 
The children enjoyed this 
exciting opportunity, and 
produced some excellent 
work. 

 
 
 

 
Welcome to our new 
Community Support 
Officer 
 
My name is Anthony Joyce 
and I am the Police 
Community Support Officer 
for Langley Park and Esh 
Village.  
 
I have recently moved from 
Stanley Beat Team where I 
worked on Stanley Town  

 

 

Expochef 

„Write on Target‟ Literacy project held 
at The Stadium of Light 

 

Friends in other Countries 

 

POLICE REPORT  
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Centre for almost two years.  
 
I have a good understanding 
of the issues which seem to 
be causing the most 
problems in Langley Park and 
I have successfully dealt with 
similar problems in Stanley. 
The main concerns appear to 
be Street Drinking in and 
around the area of the shops 
on the Front Street. In recent 
weeks I have seized large 
amounts of alcohol in that 
area and hopefully the 
„message‟ will be getting out 
so-to-speak.  
 
Alcohol has also been seized 
in the woods between the 
Industrial Estates and youths 
have been suitably warned 
and advised about their 
behaviour next to the Sir 
Bobby Robson Park.  
 
I hope that if you have any 
concerns that you will speak 
to me about them and I will 
do anything that I can to help 
find a solution. Please feel 
free to come and speak to me 
whenever you see me „out 
and about‟.  
 
Alternatively, you can contact 
me via Durham 
Constabulary‟s Non-
Emergency number on 
03456060365. Thank you for 
your time and I hope we can 
work together to make 
Langley Park and Esh the 
places to be.  
 
Break in on the Riverside 
Industrial Estate 
 

Between the evening of 
Sunday November 1st 2009 
and the morning of Monday 
November 2nd 2009 there was 

an incident which occurred at 
Riverside Industrial Estate, 
Langley Park where a 
number of items have been 
stolen from a secure 
container.  
 
Police would be extremely 
grateful for any further 
information that anyone may 
be able to provide in regards 
to this including any vehicles 
or persons who may have 
been seen acting suspiciously 
in the area in between the 
above times. 
 
We would like to assure 
residents and local 
businesses that this is not a 
regular occurrence at the 
Industrial Park and is a „one-
off‟ event. We have increased 
patrols in the area and we 
hope to be able to avoid any 
similar incidents recurring in 
the future. 
 
If you have any information 
please do not hesitate to 
contact Durham Constabulary 
on 0345 60 60 365 or 
alternatively this can be done 
anonymously through 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 
111. 
 
Your assistance in this matter 
is greatly appreciated. 
 
PCSO 7006 Joyce 
Consett Beat Team 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Last year I wrote an article 
about a delightful Langley 
Park lady called Mrs. Olive 
Jupp, who was 99 years old.  
At the time I made an 
appointment to take her 
photograph when she was 
one hundred years old, and 
this year I kept that promise. 
 
Olive was born into a world of 
cobbled streets and horse 
drawn carts.  She has lived 
through two World Wars, and 
clearly remembers our 
wounded soldiers returning 
from the First World War. 
 
As a young lady Olive‟s 
passion was dancing, and 
she continued dancing up to 
the age of 94. Yet, she 
always found time to be a 
regular visitor of Langley 
Park‟s  „All Saint‟s Church‟. 
 
Well Done Olive! 
with very Best Wishes. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE HUNDRED AND 
STILL SMILING 
 

 
Mrs. Olive Jupp holding her 

Congratulations card from the 
Queen. © Terry T. Chilton. 

 

 

The Esh Leaves Team 
 

Editor 
 Mr M. G. Ackroyd 

 

Production Assistant 
Mr D. C. Rider 

 

Regular contributions by 
Terry Chilton, John C. Foster, 

Alison Hiles, Pat Lawlor, 
 Betty Watt, Anne Suddick, 
Stuart Harris & the Editorial 

Committee 
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In about 1745, the two 
maiden aunts of the then 
Lord Lambton had a hall, 
farmhouse and cottages 
built at the top of the hill 
opposite Esh Laude.  This 
hamlet was called 
Hamsteels. 
 
After a long and productive 
career as gentlewoman 
farmers, they eventually 
died around 1795 and the 
hamlet was split up and 
sold. 
 
The money from the sale 
was left in their wills to be 
spent on a „hospital for 
unfortunate women‟ to be 
built at Penshaw.  
Allegedly the money was 
sidelined into propping up 
the fund for Penshaw 
monument and certainly 
the hospital was never 
built.  Interestingly, on the 
death of the Countess of 
Scarborough only about 
seven years ago, several 
hundred thousand pounds 
each was left to the three 
local hospitals (Dryburn in 
Durham, Sunderland Royal 
and Gateshead Queen 
Elizabeth).  Is it a coincidence 
that she was a direct 
descendant of theirs and a 
great aunt of the recently 
deceased Lord Lambton? 
 
Back to Hamsteels, however.  
On the breakup of the farm, 
some of the villagers moved 
across the valley to a little 
area across the road from 
Marley‟s Houses (where there 
was a pub).  This is where 
Hamsteels school, later to be 

Hamsteels sausage factory, 
was built in the 19th century.  
Hamsteels had made its first 
move of about a mile across 
the valley. 
 
Then, in the middle of the 19th 
century, a new pit shaft was 
sunk to the south of Quebec.  
A square of stone built 
houses was raised around it 
and several of the families 
who moved in were local 
people from northwest of 
Quebec.  The pit and its 
associated village were 
named after their previous 
dwelling place and hey 
presto, Hamsteels had moved 
again, though this time only 
about half a mile. 

Hamsteels then 
stayed put for at 
least a hundred 
years until the 
infamous „Category 
D‟ years of the mid 
20th century when 
whole villages and 
communities right 
across County 
Durham were 
flattened.  In 
Quebec, several 
rows of colliery 
houses have 
disappeared and 
been replaced with 
a large, 
featureless green.   
Just down the 
road, Hamsteels is 
now a grass field. 
 
That is not the end 
of the story, 
though.  There 
were families living 
in Hamsteels 
village.  The very 
last family to move 
out, in the early 
1970s, moved into 

what had been the pub at 
Marley‟s Houses, back to 
their roots, as it were.  A 
brand new council housing 
estate to the side of Esh 
Winning, nearly two miles 
away, was built for the people 
of the village to move into.  
The Hamsteels Estate was 
born and Hamsteels had 
moved again! 
 
Since then, there has been 
little sign of the village upping 
sticks and setting off again 
but who knows.  With such a 
gypsy past can we believe 
that Hamsteels has at last 
settled down? 
 
 

THE AMAZING CASE 
OF THE MIGRATING 
VILLAGE 

 

19
th
 Century Hamsteels and below track running 

through an area close to the former village 
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Many tributes have 
been paid to our local 
hero, Bobby Robson, 
who sadly died in July. 
We would like to add 
our own from a local 
resident, Harry 
Guildford, who 
remembers him well 
from their early days 
together in Langley 
Park.  
 
When Bobby died the 
news was the lead item on 
the front page of every major 
national newspaper and was 
the main feature on most 
television and radio news 
bulletins. Such was the 
nation‟s respect for Sir 
Bobby.  
 
Bobby will be sadly missed 
and we would like to join in 
with the many heartfelt 
tributes which have already 
been made to a real 
gentleman who spent his 
formative years here in 
Langley Park. 
  
Further memories of Bobby 
 
Taken to watch Newcastle 
United from an early age by 
Philip, his father, Bobby loved 
his football. 
 
He played for Waterhouses 
School and then Langley 
Park Juniors where Stan 
Seymour Junior from 
Newcastle United first saw 
him turn out at Rowlands Gill. 
Stan decided Bobby was too 
small and not aggressive 
enough for the Magpies! 
 

However when several team 
scouts were queuing up, 
outside his parents‟ front 
garden in Langley Street, the 
Newcastle United scout was 
amongst them. 
 
At the time Bobby was 
working with me as an 
apprentice electrician at 
Langley Park Colliery. He 
asked me one day what I 
thought of Newcastle United 
which also happened to be 
my favourite team. 
I told him this and about their 
practice of clearing out 
apprentices after 1 season. 
So of the 5 teams 
represented in the garden 
that day Bobby chose Fulham 
who went on to treat him very 
well as a player. Tommy 
Robson, one of his brothers, 
was in constant touch with 
Bobby as was Ronnie, 
another of his brothers, who 
at the time lived in London. 
 
Bobby was transferred to 
West Bromwich Albion in 
1956 and when he received 
his first England cap in 1957 
the Mechanics Lodge sent 
him a telegram of 
congratulation. He played 19 

more times for England, 
scoring 4 goals, before Bobby 
Moore took his place. 
His first post as Manager was 
back at Fulham in January 
1968 and when he was 
relieved of his duties 10 
months later, after a 
disappointing run of results, 
he went across to the centre 
circle and shed many tears 
such was his dedication to 
the Club. 
 
After a brief spell, out of the 
game, he joined Ipswich 
Town. Half the village asked 
“Where‟s Ipswich?” but it 
wasn‟t long before he 
produced a team which 
everyone in the country 
followed. He was allowed to 
manage the team without any 
interference and said that the 
only time the board showed 
any real concern was when 
the drinks cabinet ran short of 
port! 
After several years, managing 
England, Europe beckoned 
and Bobby spent a long, but 
successful period, managing 
various top level sides.  
 
Bobby returned to the North 
East in 1999, after a break of 

SIR BOBBY 
ROBSON  
 
 

 
 

One of the many tributes to Sir Bobby were the shirts, scarves, flowers and other items 
left at the Leazes stand St. James‟ Park home of Newcastle United © David C. Rider 
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49 years, to manage 
Newcastle United although he 
wasn‟t allowed the freedom, 
he‟d previously enjoyed 
elsewhere. Newcastle United 
was always his top team and 
he served them well, starting 
with an 8-0 victory over 
Sheffield Wednesday at St 
James‟ Park in August 1999.  
  
Courageously he fought 
several bouts of cancer but 
when he finally succumbed to 
cancer in July this year he left 
memories of a grand man 
who lived by the adage “To 
thine ownself be true”. 
 
He really was a “Local boy 
made good”. 
 
Harry Guildford MBE 

Editor’s note 
 
Sadly Harry Guildford died 
shortly before we went to 
press. Please see page 17 for 
an obituary on this much 
loved and greatly respected 
villager. 
 
Further note 
 
The Langley Park Mining and 
Memories Group propose to 
compile a booklet on Sir 

Bobby Robson – The Langley 
Park Years and afterwards. 
The booklet will include 
memories of many local 
residents who knew Bobby in 
his early and later years when 
he returned to the North East 
in 1999. The booklet will also 
include contributions from 
various football Clubs and the 
Sir Bobby Robson Cancer 
Foundation.  
 
Apart from one possible 
copyright fee no one has 
requested any fee for their 
contributions towards this 
booklet and any profits will go 
to the Sir Bobby Robson 
Cancer Foundation. It is likely 
that the cost of the booklet 
will be around £5 and should 
be available early next year at 
various locations throughout 
the Parish.  
 
If any of our readers has 
some old photographs of 
Bobby that they would like to 
share with the Group would 
they please contact Mike 
Ackroyd on 0191 3843799.  
 
Thank you.   
 
 
 
Many of you will have 
wondered about the unusual 
crop in the fields 
around the College. 
We are used to 
seeing traditional 
grain crops, oil 
seed rape, and 
even maize growing 
in the fields, but 
over the past few 
years we have 
planted willow for 
Biomass fuel, 
essentially giving 
over our arable land 

to growing trees! 
We took the decision to 
change the use of our land 
about four years ago. The 
idea was that some of our 
land which is not very 
productive could be turned 
over to Short Rotation 
Coppicing (SRC), which 
would provide us with a fuel 
we could use at the College 
in future. Over a three-year 
period we have planted about 
220 acres of land with willow, 
and at the beginning of 
November we took our first 
crop from the original six 
fields.  These fields are near 
Red House Farm, towards 
Ushaw Moor, two fields near 
the bridleway leading to Hill 
Top, and below the College 
Farm on the Esh Winning 
road. 
 
Willow grows well on quite 
poor quality or wet land, and 
once established thrives very 
quickly and grows at a 
tremendous rate. The willow 
cultivars planted came from 
Sweden, and there are about 
eight varieties mixed into the 
fields: this avoids a 
“monoculture” and improves 
resistance to disease. Spring 
is the planting season, with 
harvesting generally taking 
place between October and 

 
 

Sir Bobby Robson © Mirrorpix 

USHAW TURNS TO 
WILLOW FOR FUEL 
 

 
The Planting Machinery 
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February.  
During planting, short stems 
of willow – approximately ten 
centimetres long - are pushed 
into the ground by the 
planting machinery. These 
cuttings take root rapidly, and 
produce a single stem in the 
first year.  Cutting the willow 
causes it to “coppice”: every 
stem that is cut produces 
between four and six stems 
the following season so 
production should increase as 
successive harvests take 
place. A modified forage 
harvester with circular saw 
blades cutting the stems is 
used to harvest the crop, 
which is then chopped in the 
harvester machinery to 
produce wood chips, which 
are blown into a trailer and 
transferred to a central 
stockpile. 
The stockpile of Biomass will 
dry slowly over the following 
weeks, and will then be 
usable as a fuel.   Biomass 
from SRC is a “green” energy 
crop; it takes carbon dioxide 
out of the atmosphere, and 
converts it during the growing 
process to fixed carbon in the 
wood, releasing oxygen back 
to the atmosphere.  There is 
still an element of fossil fuel 

usage in planting, and later in 
harvesting and transport. In 
this sense Biomass SRC can 
not be considered carbon 
neutral, but there is a 
significant benefit to the 
environment in overall terms. 
There is also a benefit in 
habitat terms for wildlife; we 
have seen many more hares 
than in previous years, and 
also deer on the farmland on 
regular occasions. We hope 
that the margins of the willow 
fields may be planted with 
wildflower mixtures or 
meadow grass for late 
season hay. This will further 
improve wildlife habitat, and 
will hopefully help us with the 
Entry Level Stewardship 
Scheme for our general 
farmland.  
 
Our willow has been 
generating some interest 
within the community – and 
some other uses for it! Once 
news got around that we 
were growing willow on our 
land we were asked to supply 
several interested people with 
small amounts, which has 
been used by a fishing club to 
make hurdles to strengthen 
the banks of a pond, for 
hedge-laying to bind in to 

form the top of 
the finished 
hedge. We have 
also supplied 
small amounts to 
a couple of 
primary schools 
to grow in their 
own eco-gardens.  
 
Although we had 
hoped to be using 
the fuel 
ourselves, we do 

not have Biomass 
boiler plant yet, so 

we will be selling the crop this 
year. The cut willow has been 
stockpiled, and we hope that 
this will be taken to the 
SembCorp site in Teesside 
over the next few weeks.  
SembCorp is a biomass 
power plant, generating 
electricity from biomass and 
waste wood products. We 
look forward to the time when 
our SRC Biomass can go 
straight to boiler plant at 
Ushaw, and hopefully save 
on our energy bills. 
 
 
 
The lights in Langley Park 
were turned on by Andrew 
Robson, son of Sir Bobby.  
 
As usual a big thank you to 
our sponsors, Olivers Tree 
Services and FTL and to 
Langley Park Baptist Church 
for hosting the refreshments 
for our guests. Also to 
Service Direct, NJC Cassidy 
Wrought Iron and Leo 
Moralee for their excellent 
services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Harvesting Machinery 

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS 
 
 

 
 

Andrew Robson turning on the 
Christmas Tree Lights 
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During the late 1930‟s Rolls-
Royce produced one of the 
most successful aircraft 
engines ever made in Great 
Britain.  They called it the 
„Merlin‟ and it was held in 
such high esteem that 
thousands of these engines 
were produced and fitted into 
such memorable aircraft as 
the „Spitfire‟ and „Mosquito‟, 
that went on to play a major 
role in the defence of our 
country during the Second  
World  War. 
 
Readers of Esh Leaves will 
have seen my article about a 
remarkable Langley Park 
gentleman called Ernie Todd. 
   
During the Second World War 
Ernie served in the Royal Air 
Force and trained as an 
engineer on the „Merlin‟ 
aircraft engine. 

At this time he was sent 
abroad on a troopship called 
„Windsor Castle‟ and while 
crossing the Mediterranean 
Sea there was a tremendous 
explosion, thought to be a 
direct hit from an enemy 
Torpedo.  Sadly the „Windsor 
Castle‟ sank and Ernie found 
himself swimming for his life. 
Fortunately a nearby Corvette 
came to the rescue and took 

him to Algiers where he 
stayed until the end of the 
war servicing „Merlin‟ aircraft 
engines. 
 
Surprisingly, on April 10th this 
year I was contacted by a 
gentleman called Gerald 
Mears who had read my 
article in Esh Leaves about 
Ernie working on the Merlin 
engine.  Being a retired 
aircraft engineer and regularly 
visiting his daughter in 
Langley Park, Gerald asked if 
I could possibly put him in 
touch with Ernie to have a 
chat about the Merlin engine.  
I was only too pleased to do 
so and set up a meeting for 
Friday, June 26th at 2.30 p.m. 
  
Before retiring Gerald was an 
aircraft engineer working for 
de Havilland, first at Chester 
then Hatfield.   Over the years 
he has worked on Comets, 
HS 125, Tridents and Tiger 
Moths.  He then moved onto 
Space Systems Satellites, 
and later to missiles and 
weapons design.  Eventually 
he left the aerospace industry 
to market aerospace 

‘MERLIN’ ENGINEERS 
MEET IN LANGLEY PARK 
 

 
Aircraft Engineer Gerald Mears (right) showing Ernie Todd one of his 

own photographs of the remarkable Merlin Engine.   © Terry T. Chilton. 

 

 
The Merlin 25, a two speed single stage supercharged engine, sitting on a 
transport frame recently returned from Rolls Royce after being overhauled. 

This Merlin produces 1,635 HP at 3,000 rpm.    © Gerald Mears. 
(Many thanks to Gerald Mears for allowing us to use his photograph) 
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technical information world-
wide.   Just before retiring he 
took on voluntary work at the 
de Havilland Aircraft Museum 
helping to rebuild their display 
aircraft. 
 
Now in retirement he is 
thoroughly enjoying voluntary 
work at the de Havilland 
Heritage Centre (better 
known as the Mosquito 
Museum).  These remarkable 
Mosquito aircraft where 
powered by various types of 
the „Merlin‟ engine. 
 
The de Havilland Heritage 
Centre (or Mosquito Museum) 
at Salisbury Hall, 
Hertfordshire, is open to the 
public on Tuesday, Thursday 
and Saturday afternoons, and 
all day Sunday during March 
to October. 
 
On the big day when these 
two „Merlin‟ engine engineers 
were about to meet in 
Langley Park it was decided 
that I should first meet Gerald 
at a designated meeting 
place in the village from 
where we would both walk to 
Ernie Todd‟s house.   
 
Keen as always Ernie was 
waiting at the front door and 
with a friendly hand shake we 
all went inside where we met 
Ernie‟s charming wife.  Very 
soon the cosy living room, 
with its welcoming coal fire, 
was filled with the sounds of 
unusual technical terms such 
as Square Venturi 
Carburettor, BTH Magneto 
and Two Speed Single Stage 
Supercharger . . . etc . . . etc. 
As all this aircraft technology 
gently wafted around the 
room it was obvious that 
these two gentlemen were 

clearly enjoying themselves, 
so with a smile, and hopefully 
nodding in the right places, I 
decided to sit back and enjoy 
the many stories told. 
 
I found it a real privilege 
being in the company of two 
gentlemen who have spent 
most of their lives on the 
forefront of engineering at its 
best, and British engineering 
at that, and I will always 
remember that remarkable 
„Merlin‟ engine that played an 
important role in our history 
during the extreme efforts 
and sacrifice made by all in 
the defence of our country. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
 
 

 

 

Run by Craig Thorn, in 
conjunction with the Langley 
Park Sports and Social Club, 
for children aged 4 - 7 years 
and 8 - 11 years.  Both boys 
and girls are welcome.  Craig 
charges £2 per 1 hour 

session.  Craig's Coaching 
works closely with local 
primary schools in the 
Durham area providing a 
wide and varied range of 
coaching activities keeping 
children fit and healthy. 
Craig's coaching prides itself 
on delivering high quality 
coaching that improves 
children's participation in 
sport but also in an 
environment that is fun and 
where the emphasis is always 
on taking part rather than the 
winning.   
 
Should you need to contact 
Craig regarding availability of 
places etc his telephone 
number is 07525492385. Due 
to existing numbers it may be 
a case of first come first 
served. 
 

 

 

An Update from Jim 
O’Connor 
 
Lots of news since my last 
report, I have been to 

 
A Mosquito fuselage being carefully lowered onto the aircraft wings at the 

de Havilland Aircraft Heritage Centre (or Mosquito Museum) Salisbury 
Hall, Hertfordshire prior to being fitted with a Merlin 25 engine.  Gerald 
Mears is standing on the wing (right of photo) and Bob Glasby is on the 

other wing pulling the fuselage towards himself.   © Bob Glasby. 
(Many thanks to Bob Glasby for allowing us to use his photograph) 

 

SATURDAY MORNING 
FOOTBALL CLUB AT 
THE ESH VILLAGE HALL 
 DOROTHY’S WELLS 

PROJECT  
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Tanzania and sunk my first 
well and built a ten bay latrine 
for the school children and 
the community. I will be 
returning in February 2010 to 
do a further two wells and 
latrines and taking a party of 
eight people with me 
including the two business 
men who made the very 
generous anonymous 
donation. 
 
In August 2010 I will return 
again and will be 
accompanied by thirteen 
people from the community 
who have helped and 
donated towards the project. 
 
On Boxing Day we will be 
doing a sponsored dip in the 
sea at Seaburn. On April 
2010 we are again doing the 
sponsored walk for water 
Coast to Coast walk 200 
miles in twelve days, great 
adventure if anyone would 
like to sign up or sponsor us. 
 
We are hoping to secure 
entries for the Great North 
Run to raise funding for our 
2011 programme. In 2011 we 
hope to return to Tanzania to 
do a further two wells and 
latrines and take a party with 
us to climb Kilimanjaro to 
raise funding for further wells. 
(It beats lying on the beach in 
Tenerife). 
 
We have been registered with 
the Charity's Commission and 
have our own charity number 
which means we can claim 
25% tax for all donations. We 
are also registered with 
www.justgiving.com and 
you can visit our blog site at 
http://dorothyswellprojectta
nzania.blogspot.com/   We 

are also just about 
to launch our web site. 
 
Who would have thought that 
in February 2009 when I first 
had the idea of providing a 
well and latrines at Nkoraya 
Primary School in Tanzania 
that eight months later we 
would have completed our 
first project and are planning 
a further four for 2010, all 
made possible by the 
fantastic support and 
generosity of the local 
communities. 
 
I have loads of photos and 
have just completed a 30 
minute documentary about 
my last trip. 
 
If any resident would like to 
discuss any of the above in 
more detail please call 
me on 07711983252. 
 

The Sponsored Unicycle 
Ride 
 
In our July edition we 
featured a proposed 
sponsored unicycle ride by 14 
year old Ben Broome from 
Esh. In August Ben unicycled 
from Edinburgh to „Grey‟s 
Monument‟ in Newcastle (a 
journey of roughly 200 miles).  
The ride was in aid of the 
Dorothy Wells project. 
 
Here is a report on Ben‟s ride 
supplied by his mother. 
 
Ben left on Friday 21st 
August and we drove up to 
Edinburgh arriving about 
7pm.  
 
The first evening we aimed 
just to get out of the city and 
starting at the Royal Mile he 
unicycled to Musselburgh (7 

miles) arriving just as it was 
getting dark. He was always 
accompanied by either my 
husband or myself on a bike 
and sometimes his little sister 
(9) rode along too. We stayed 
in a B&B and he set off early 
the next day in bright 
sunshine. He cycled across to 
Dunbar and then headed 
south and got as far as 
Coldingham before darkness 
and exhaustion kicked in (40 
miles).  
 
On the Sunday Ben and I 
headed across the windswept 
moors for the border in 
pouring rain and with a strong 
headwind. We stopped in 
Berwick to dry out but after a 
few hours rest he was 
determined to get going so in 
more rain we continued south 
along the coast on 
sometimes very muddy 
tracks. We made it as far as 
Belford (38miles) that night.  
 
Monday was his 15th birthday 
and the weather was fine. We 
had a later start and rode 

 

Ben on his Unicycle 
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past Bamburgh, Seahouses 
and Embleton getting as far 
as Longhurton (25 miles).  
 
Tuesday was the big push 
and he set off early and 
unicycled for 10 hours with 
only brief stops covering 42 
miles and arriving in Whitley 
Bay in the early evening.  
 
The last day he had 15 miles 
through wind and rain around 
Tynemouth and along the 
river to Newcastle. He arrived 
at 2pm at Grey's Monument 
to a noisy welcome from 
family and friends. He had 
covered 167 miles in total and 
hopes to have raised £1000 
for the Dorothy's Well Project, 
a local charity which is drilling 
wells in Tanzania to provide 
much needed fresh water for 
villages. The first well is 
currently in the process of 
being drilled. 
 

 

 

 

The derelict old youth centre 
is the first thing that many 
people see of Langley Park.  
One of the issues that is 
delaying its demolition is the 
subject of bats. 
Despite, or perhaps because 
of, many people‟s fear or 
horror of bats, these useful 
little creatures are protected 
in this country.  We can‟t just 
go ahead and knock down a 
building where they are living 
so we must check if there are 
any there.  In this case, 
where the building is 
becoming unsafe as well as 
unsightly, any present may 
possibly be gently removed 
and re-homed but only by 
someone who has a bat-
handling licence. This is for 

people‟s safety as well as that 
of the bat since, very like a 
trapped mouse, they might 
well bite their captor and they 
sometimes carry rabies. 
 
Bats already had a bad name 
in Britain in the Middle Ages, 
probably because of their 
nocturnal, speedy flight which 
meant that people were often 
startled by them and never 
had the opportunity to really 
see them closely. By 
Victorian times, with the 
discovery of vampire bats 
sucking the blood of cattle in 
South America and the horror 
stories of Transylvanian 
vampires, our poor little 
British species hardly stood a 
chance of popularity! 
 
In fact, all sixteen of our 
species are insectivores.  
Like the swallow (and who 
doesn‟t love those?) an adult 
pipistrelle may consume 
4,000 midges in a night.  How 
itchy would we all be without 
them!  Others dine mostly on 
moths (though I wish they‟d 
stick to clothes moths!).  We 
have three different species 
regularly flying between Esh 
Laude and Esh and it is 
fascinating to go out in 
summer and autumn 
evenings with a bat detector 
and listen to their calls. The 
detector lowers the frequency 
of the sounds so that we can 

hear them.  The sounds are 
much too high for us to 
notice more than the 
occasional squeak.  Each 
species calls at its own 
frequency and so experts 
can tell you which one they 
are by reading the position 
of the needle on the meter. 
 
If you are interested in 

knowing more about our local 
bats you can contact a local 
bat group (there is one in 
Lanchester) or Durham 
Wildlife Trust. 
 
Alison 
 
 
 
If you are interested in 
fostering either a cat or a dog 
from the Blue Cross there is 
an agent based in Langley 
Park. Currently the agent is 
looking for a foster carer for a 
male Domestic Short Hair cat, 
called Lewie, aged 1 year 
which would be best suited to 
a home that could contain his 
over excitement, as and when 
necessary. Also Lewie would 
need access to the outdoors 
so he can practice his 
climbing as he goes 
exploring.  
 
If anyone is interested in 
meeting Lewie, or discussing 
any other animals that might 
be looking for a new home, 
they should contact Barbara 
Mavin on 07840598877 

Langley Park Junior 
Angling Club 
 
Langley Park Junior Angling 
Club, with the help of funding 
from Esh Parish Council, 

WILDLIFE CORNER, 
WINTER 2009 

 
 

Long Eared Bat 

BLUE CROSS FOSTER 
SCHEME 
 

LANGLEY PARK 
ANGLING ASSOCIATION 
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arranged days away for its 
junior Members to premier 
fishing venues within North 
Yorkshire. The days have 
been carried out with the help 
of the clubs Qualified Angling 
Club Coaches. The Club has 
recently just had its Annual 
Presentation Night at Langley 
Park Workingmen‟s Club 
where many of the clubs 
juniors were presented with 
trophies for their 
achievements in club 
competitions. 
 
The club has its own website 
www.lpaa.org.uk where 
application for membership 
forms can be downloaded.  
Further information on the 
club and its Club Waters can 
also be seen as well as the 
photo gallery. 
 
The Club Treasurer P. Elliot 
can also be contacted on 
Mob: 07832745743 for any 
further information or Junior 
Secretary R. Davison on 
Mob: 07770626174 
 

 

 

Your Area, Your Action, 
Your Partnership... 
  
After just three full months of 
operation the Mid Durham 
Rural West AAP Board 
provided its Forum with a 
dynamic and 
purposeful Action Plan 
to start to address the APPs 
top three priorities. 
  
At their launch event in May 
and subsequent initial Board 
meeting in July, the Mid 
Durham Rural West Forum 
and Board identified 'Road 
Safety and Highways', 
'Support to the Voluntary and 

Community Sector' and 
'Activities for Children and 
Young People' as their top 
three issues for 2009/10. In 
early November the Board, 
via its three working Task 
Groups, provided feedback to 
the Forum on their ideas for 
projects to start to tackle the 
issues.  The Forum listened 
and provided further input into 
how to develop the proposals, 
but most importantly for the 
Board, the Forum were 
delighted with the proposals 
and keen to support them 
in any way they could.  
  
Some of the main proposals 
included: 

 The purchase of two 
'Community Speedwatch' 
programmes specifically 
for the Mid Durham Rural 
West locality 

 A joint Unitary Councillors 
and Parish Council 3 year 
capital Action Plan for 
highways 

 The development of 
'Gateway schemes' to 
both improve the 
entrances and exits to 
villages and address 
speeding issues 

 To examine reporting and 
tracking highways 
maintenance issues 

 To further examine driver 
education  

 To map and develop a 
needs analysis for the 
voluntary and community 
sector in the AAP locality 

 On the basis of the needs 
analysis, put in place a 
community support and 
self support network 

 To support and promote 
the two Credit Unions 
delivering services within 
the AAP locality 

S E J C D O U J W I S E M E N 

C S E S H L J F I R T H A H A 

F W S W O E O C N S A T N U T 

B A U B L E S G N N B E G T I 

O R S F L P E A W O L E E C V 

W H R R Y M P M T W E O R C I 

S O S H E P H E R D S W S R T 

G E A F O O D S E Y D M A R Y 

T I N S E L E S E Y V P U E R 

C A T A P A C K T E S R E I K 

F R A N K I N C E N S E S N G 

A S A D S O S F G M D S E D N 

I T G C D N F G H I V E S E I 

R T U R K E Y R T H D N G E D 

Y T R E W E S D F C S T A R D 

L I G H T S R I N K E S R R U 

A S A N G E L S P R O U T S P 

D B E T H L E H E M R T U J I 

 

CHRISTMAS WORDGRAM 

PRESENTS, JESUS, BOWS, INN, SANTA, WISEMEN, 
TURKEY, CHIMNEY, CRACKERS, STABLE, PUDDING, 
STAR, TREE, MANGER, DONKEY, FAIRY, BAUBLES, 
SHEPHERDS, GOLD, JOSEPH, TINSEL, FRANKINCENSE 
MYRRH, MARY, BETHLEHEM, ANGELS, SNOW, HOLLY, 
LIGHTS, NUT, SPROUTS, BERRY, REINDEER, FOOD, NAP, 
NATIVITY, GAMES 

MID DURHAM RURAL 
WEST AAP  
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 To develop a small grants 
pot for the voluntary and 
community sector in the 
AAP locality, which will 
complement existing pots 

 Map and advertise the 
provision for children and 
young people from 0 to 
25 yrs throughout the 
County  

 Support the continuation 
and expansion of the 
Sports Start scheme 
across the AAP locality, 
which is currently 
operating in the 
Meadowfield and 
Brandon areas 

 Support the delivery of 
both mobile youth 
providers operating within 
the AAP locality 

The Chairperson for Mid 
Durham Rural AAP, Kath 
Currrie commented; "We are 
so pleased with the reaction 
of the Forum.  We wanted to 
make sure that we had acted 
upon the issue highlighted at 
the launch and the Task 
Groups have worked hard to 
look at these issues from both 
a local and county wide 
perspective as well as making 
sure that any action 
could be sustainable.  So to 
get such a positive reaction 
from the Forum was most 
pleasing, however, we do not 
rest on our laurels, we now 
need to put these projects 
into full working order and 
have them up and running for 
the New Year". 

Finally, the Mid Durham Rural 
West AAP Board and its 
associated Task Groups 
would like to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous and healthy 2010. 
  

For more details on all the 
project proposals see the Mid 
Durham Rural West AAP 
Quarterly Report at 
http://www.durham.gov.uk/
Pages/Service.aspx?Servic
eId=6511 

 

 

After 15 years working for the 
Parish Council, almost 10 
years of them with Esh 
Leaves, I am both leaving the 
Council and stepping down 
as your Editor at the end of 
December. I would therefore 
like to take this opportunity of 
thanking the Council, staff, 
contractors, residents and 
readers for all their support in 
this period and to wish them 
well for the future.  
 
In particular I would like to 
thank the Council‟s I.T. 
Officer, David Rider, for all 
his help in the last 5 years in 
compiling Esh Leaves and 
the numerous contributors, 
poets, wordgrammars and 
advertisers who have been 
so helpful in providing Esh 
Leaves with their articles on 
a regular basis. It was greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Esh Leaves is likely to take 
on a new format in 2010 and 
it really will be a case of 
watch this space. 
 
Thank you and a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to you all.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are pleased to report that 
Rachel Davies, from Langley 
Park, has won the Youth 
Award for Most Promising 
New Talent which is part of 
the Northern Echo Local 
Heroes Awards for local 
sports stars.  See also page 
15 of the July 2009 edition. 

By the time you read this 
newsletter you may well have 
heard the sad news that 
Harry Guildford passed away 
on 6th December 2009. 

Harry was a highly respected 
villager and his loss will be 
felt throughout the district and 
beyond. 
 
Our deepest sympathies to 
Nancy, Dennis, Marjorie and 
their families at this most 
difficult time. 
 
With the help of Dennis 
Guildford we have put 
together the following 
obituary on Harry. 
 

A NOTE ABOUT 
OURSELVES 

ALDERMAN HARRY 

GUILDFORD MBE 

 
 

Alderman Harry Guildford MBE 

RACHEL DAVIES 

Olivers Tree Services Ltd 
 

Unit 3, 
Langley Park Industrial Estate, 

Witton Gilbert, Durham, 
 DH7 6TX 

 

Tel: 01913739771 
Fax: 01913739772 
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Memories of a loving 
husband and father 
 

Harry was a former electrician 
at Langley Park Colliery 
before moving to the National 
Savings Department. 
 
He served as Parish 
Councillor for over 40 years 
and was a Derwentside   
District Councillor for 30 
years, including a year as 
Chairman. 
 
Harry worked as a volunteer 
with Meals on Wheels for 10 
years and served as a 
committee member and 
treasurer of the Langley Park 
Colliery Welfare Football Club 
for 33 years. 
 
He was a very modest man, 
not interested in personal 
gain or recognition. His 
lifetime of local community 
work was recognised by a 
“Hero of Derwentside” Award 
in 2008. 
 
Harry had several interests 
including local football and 
particularly enjoyed singing in 
two local choirs.  
 
Above all he was a strong 
advocate of moral and family 
values and never lost his 
sense of humour. He had a 
loving 64 year married life 
with Nancy and will be sadly 
missed. 
 
Dennis Guildford 
 
Editor’s note 
 
You will find more about 
Harry in the November 2005, 
March 2008 and July 2008 
editions of Esh Leaves. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 
 

Home Manager Sharon Smith 
 

22 bed Residential unit 
24 bedded EMI unit to cater for dementia clients 

 
Front street, Langley Park, Durham, County 

Durham, DH7 9YR 
 

Telephone: 01913735599 
Fax: 01913732674 
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Tony Campbell 

Dairyman 
 

(Milk, Eggs, Pop, Cream, 

+Organic Milk) 
 

Door to Door deliveries 
 

23 Lilian Terrace 
Langley Park 

Durham 
DH7 9YF 

Tel:0191 3732825 

Mobile PC Engineer 
 

 
    

               No Call-out Charges 

                   Reasonable Rates 
                      Cisco Certified  

Repairs, Servicing, Upgrades, 
Diagnostics 

Who you Gonna Call? 
Crashbusters. 
0191 389 0900 
07855581013 

email: crashbusters@gmail.com 
www.crashbusters.co.uk 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LP Community 
Transport & LP Travel 

 

We now have available for hire 24 
and 53 seat coaches. 
This compliments our fleet of 8 
minibusses. 
Suitable for all your activities and 
excursions. 
We can match any quote. 
All personnel are C.R.B checked. 
Fully Comprehensive Insurance. 
 

Suite B, Riverside Industrial Estate, 
Langley Park, Co. Durham, DH7 OTT  
 

Tel: 0191 373 7492 
Email: 
info@lpcommunitytransport.co.uk 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

C & C Campbell 

Plumbing & Heating 

Engineers 

 

 

 

Office: 0191 373 1313  

Craig: 07799 888 032 

  

   

12480 

 

Gas Safe Registered 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PORKIES 
Orders being taken for Christmas poultry. 

Christmas Hampers still available to order with all your 
Christmas Fayre. 

 

Closed 25th - 28th for Christmas holiday 
 Closed 1st January re-open Mon. 4th January  

01913731408 

  
Reopen Monday 20th April 2009 

 

 

  

 

 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

 

COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE 
PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 

24 HOUR SERVICE 
  

0191 373 3700 or 0191 370 0015 or 0191 386 3850 
43 Front Street 
Langley Park 

Durham 
DH7 9SA 

 3 Front Street 
Pelton 

Chester Le Street 
DH2 1DB 

23 Marshall 
Terrace 

Gilesgate 
Durham 

DH1 2HX 
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk 

 

mailto:Crashbusters@gmail.com
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SPAR Convenience Foodstore 
 

In store Bakery, Sandwiches, Hot & Cold Food 
Quality produce & Fresh Foods 

 

Off Licence, Newspapers & Magazines, Lottery, DVD 
Rental, Mobile Phone Top Up & 

 all utility bills can be paid. 
 

Special Offers throughout the Store 
 

Open 6am -10pm 7 days a week 
Telephone 01913731373 

 

 

     

 

  
The secret of a beautiful lawn 

and it costs less than DIY! 
 

A healthier GREENER lawn in 4 
easy steps. 

 

Costs from as little as £14.00 per 
application. 

 

 FREEPHONE  
 

0800 1695009 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
CHRISTMAS MENUS ARE AVAILABLE 

 

  

LANGLEY PARK 
 FISH SHOP 

 

Opening Times 
 

11.00am -   1.30pm 
 Monday – Saturday 

 

  4.00pm - 10.00pm 
 Monday – Thursday 

 

  4.00pm - 10.30pm Friday 
 

       4.00pm -  8.00pm Saturday 
 

9 Quebec Street, Langley Park 

 Telephone: 0191 3731474 

 

FRONT STREET 
ESH, DURHAM 
DH7 9QR 
 

TEL: 

01913731279 
 
EMAIL: 
crosskeys@wallnook.f9.co.uk 

 

 Home cooked meals 
served in all areas 

 

 Traditional music nights 
 

 Ideal for small parties 
 

 Host and hostess Barry 
and Jean 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres 

Car Servicing, Repair, MOT preparation & now MOT Testing 

Bill Johnston 

Langley Park 0191 373 3501 

We don’t make a song and dance about our prices! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FTL 
 

FASTFIT 

TYRES 

LANGLEY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
ALAN MADRELL 

 

 
Merry Christmas & Happy New 

Year from Alan & Dorothy 
 

2010 tours and short breaks 
brochure out now 

 
Tel 0191 3733145 

3 Ivy Terrace Langley Park 
 

 

 

Calling All Car Owners -  Your Essential Winter Check!  

 

Tyres: Tread depth, pressure, sidewall damage. Don't forget the 
spare! Lights: Side lights, headlamps, brake lights, fog lights, 
reverse lights, indicators Wipers: Check wiper blades, front and rear 
for splitting Washers: Check water levels, add washer fluid to stop 
water freezing Battery: Check terminals for corrosion, check battery 
level Cooling system: Check for leaks, check anti-freeze strength 
and top up Fan belt: Check for cracks, check tension 
 

Phone FTL on 0191 3733501 for a FREE, no obligation check. 

 


