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Harry Guildford opening the new office with Parish Clerk Geoff Smith 

 
  
 
 
After 18 years based in the 
Church Street Community 
Centre the Parish Council 
finally moved its headquarters 
in early March into more 
permanent accommodation in 
the former Neighbourhood 
Office, Thomas Street, 
Langley Park.  
 
The Parish Clerk, Geoff 
Smith, together with an army 
of volunteers, shifted a large 
number of boxes and 
equipment into the new 
offices, assisted by Jeremy 
Cassidy of NJC Wrought Iron 
and his son Michael.  
 
The Neighbourhood Office 
was opened in 1990 by 
Councillor Walter Beavis, who 
was also the Vice Chairman 
of Derwentside District 
Council, and a local member 
for Esh Ward.  
 
Until late 2007 the Office was 
used as a collection point for 
the payment of council house 
rents and household contents 
insurance, garage rents, 
council tax, and for dealing 
with council house repairs 
and tenancy application 
forms. Whilst council tax 
collection is still dealt with by 
the District Council the other 
matters are under the control 
of Derwentside Homes. 

As readers may be aware 
these various bills can be 
settled in several different 
ways including payment 
cards at your local Post 
Office. The cards can be 
obtained from Derwentside 
District Council (for Council 
Tax) on 01207 693693 and 
for the remainder from 
Derwentside Homes on 0845 
8505600. 
 
The office has now been 
renamed the Harry Guildford 
Centre in recognition of all 
Harry’s excellent work as a 
Councillor and his 
considerable contribution to 
the community over many 
years. You will find more on 
Harry’s work in the March 
2008 edition of Esh Leaves.  
 
The Centre now houses the 
Parish Clerk and Assistant 

Clerks, the IT @ the TUTE 
initiative, the Community 
Capacity Worker for the 
EQUaL Partnership and 
occasionally as a Police 
Surgery. 
 
Opening times for the Parish 
Council are 9.00am – 
12.30pm Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday. 
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SPONSORED CYCLE 
RIDE 
 

 
Sunderland supporters on the sponsored cycle ride 

22 Sunderland supporters 
including John Turnock, 
Shaun Meek and Jim Howard 
all with Langley Park 
connections raised £12,000 
for Macmillan Cancer support 
doing the Coast to Coast 
cycle ride (140 miles from 
Whitehaven to Sunderland).  
 
Here is John’s report on the 
ride. 
 
Coast to Coast 
 
Between the 6th and 8th June 
2008 22 Sunderland 
supporters (21 riders and 1 
support driver) undertook the 
140 mile journey from 
Whitehaven harbour to 
Sunderland on the North East 
Coast.  
 
The ride was to raise money 
for Macmillan Cancer Support 
IN MEMORY OF Sunderland 
Supporter Graeme Kerton 
who died in January aged 29.  
 
Graeme posted on the SMB 
Sunderland message board 
as Hazey and that is the only 
connection between most of 
those who took part.   
 
Graeme wrote a candid 
account of his fight against 
cancer and moved the 
Sunderland supporters to 
carry out the ride. 
 
Day 1 
 
Set away from Whitehaven at 
12.30 after the customary 
dipping of the rear wheel in 
the Irish Sea the party set off 
through the streets of 

Whitehaven. The cycle way 
soon moves out into the 
country and through the 
village of Cleator Moor and 
then along the banks of 
Loweswater. 
 
The scenery in that part of the 
Lake District is fantastic and 
the warm early summer 
sunshine made for a pleasant 
first few hours. The first climb 
is the uphill slog from High 
Lorton to Whinlatter Pass, 
once at the Visitors’ Centre 
you are at the heart of the 
countries only mountain 
Forest.  
 
From the Visitors Centre the 
route goes down hill and 
commands stunning views of 
Bassenthwaite Lake, 
although as you’re doing 40 
mph you’re more interested in 
hanging on than taking in the 
scenery.  From Whinlatter the 
route takes you through the 
Market town of Keswick and 
on to the village of Greystoke, 
famous for the setting of 
Tarzan, where we spent the 
first night. 
 
Day 2  
 
After leaving Greystoke we 
are quickly into the Market 

Town of Penrith. With starts 
being staggered, and an odd 
sign post in the town centre 
which resulted in a number of 
riders taking the wrong route, 
the group became splintered. 
A stop to look across the 
valley at Whins Pond allowed 
some to catch up and a 
further rest in the village of 
Langwathby allowed others to 
meet the main group. From 
Langwathby you travel along 
a series of B roads, passing a 
number of Lama farms 
heading for the imposing 
Hartside Pass. The distance 
from the bottom of Hartside, 
to the next night’s stop, at the 
old lead mining village of 
Nenthead is the same 
distance as riding from 
Langley Park to the Metro 
centre yet the mountains of 
Hartside and Garrigill make it 
an absolute slog, however 
slog away the party did and 
they were all in the pub by 6 
o’clock. 
 
Day 3  
 
The last major climb takes 
you out of the village of 
Nenthead and crossing into 
Northumberland and up to the 
highest point on the ride. The 
descent takes you to the 
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Bicentenary Mass 

village of Allenheads and 
across the County boundary 
into Durham.  
 
The last climb is that out of 
the village of Rookhope which 
takes you up to the top at 
Bolts Law and then across 
the common, which is often 
closed in August for the 
Grouse shooting. From 
Parkhead you take the 
Waskerley way and then onto 
Consett where you link up 
with the old Consett to 
Sunderland railway line and 
its pretty much down hill, with 
a stop at the Shepherd and 
shepherdess at Beamish for a 
pint thrown in for good 
measure.  
 
The end of the journey is the 
marina at Sunderland 
although you can choose a 
route to the north of the Tyne. 
Tradition is that you dip your 
front tyre in the North Sea to 
complete the ride. 
Currently the amount raised 
exceeds £12,000 and once all 
money is in it will set a new 
charity record for a Coast to 
Coast ride.  
 
The journey through the 
lakes, Pennines and across 
the moors was a fantastic 
achievement, one which all 
the riders will be talking about 
until the start of the new 
season. 
 
 
 
 
Our celebrations of the 
Bicentenary of Ushaw have 
continued over the past 
months, and all events have 
been thoroughly enjoyed by 
those who have visited the 
College. The opening of our 

formal celebration of 200 
years took place on St 
Cuthbert’s Day, the 21st of 
April, with the launch of a 
commemorative book 
celebrating our history and 
time at Ushaw, and the 
opening of an Exhibition 
displaying artefacts and 
treasures from the College, 
and celebrating the 
architectural splendour of the 
buildings.  
 
May 25th saw the formal 
celebration of the Bicentenary 
with Mass celebrated by 
Cardinal Cormac Murphy 
O’Connor as principal 
celebrant, Archbishop Patrick 
Kelly, Chair of Ushaw’s 
trustees, and representatives 
of the Catholic Church from 
all over Britain. We were 
delighted to welcome local 
civic dignitaries to join in our 
celebration with current 
students and staff and invited 
guests, including 
representatives of our 
ecumenical partners, former 
and retired staff, all of whom 
have contributed so much to 
Ushaw. We were particularly 
happy to welcome 

representatives from Douai in 
France, who keep alive our 
association with the town 
which began with the original 
foundation of the College in 
1568. The celebrations 
continued with lunch, formal 
speeches of welcome and of 
appreciation for the life of the 
College and the contributions 
of all those present. Many 
friends were reunited, and 
new acquaintances made: all 
in all a fitting and joyous 
celebration of our 200 years.  
 
The exhibition opened every 
Saturday and Sunday and 
continued until 13th July with 
a steady stream of visitors 
attending. We were grateful 
to many local people who 
acted as stewards and guides 
to assist visitors. The 
exhibition will remain in place 
for the rest of the year, and 
we expect to announce 
further public open days later 
in the year, including the 
Heritage Open Days in 
association with Durham City 
Council on Saturday and 
Sunday, the 13th and 14th 
September.  
 

USHAW COLLEGE: THE 
BICENTENARY 
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Flowers and fun festival 

 
Medieval Fun Day 

ESH POST OFFICE 

Our celebration continued 
with a long weekend of 
flowers and fun in June. The 
Flower festival opened on 
12th June, with amazing 
displays of floral art 
representing themes from 
scriptures, all in the setting of 
the architecture of the 
chapels at the College. We 
are grateful to arrangers from 
all over the north of England 
for their expertise and 
imagination. The festival was 
enjoyed by around 2000 
people over the four open 
days, and concluded with a 
short service of thanksgiving 
on Sunday evening.  

On Saturday and Sunday we 
staged our Medieval Fun 
Days, which were a great 
success, with about 1200 
people attending over the two 
days. At times under slightly 
threatening skies, we 
watched jousting by the 
Knights of Merrie England, 
with a good deal of audience 
participation, saw the skills of 
falconry by the Prince 
Bishops Falconer, and 
experienced medieval life 
with Rosa Mundi. Visitors 

were sustained by the hog 
roast and visits to the bar, 
and a thoroughly enjoyable 
time was had by all, with only 

one shower of rain over the 
two days. On the Saturday 
evening we held a medieval 
banquet in the refectory, with 
staff and visitors in costume, 
entertained by our jousting 
knights and the jester, the 
authentic medieval music of 
Wulfengrin, and dancers from 
Rosa Mundi. This was a new 
dining experience for us and 
our guests, but went down so 
well that we are already 
planning further occasions!    
 
Thanks are due to all our 
visitors and all those who 
contributed to the success of 
the weekend, especially 
those who volunteered their 
services to assist in the 
smooth running of the events. 
We are at present 
considering what we might do 
next, so watch for 
advertisements or visit our 
website for other occasions 

when we will welcome visitors 
to the College. 
 
Our celebration continued 
with a weekend around the 
actual date of our arrival at 
Ushaw 200 years ago, on 19th 
July. This centred on events 
organised by St. Cuthberts 
Society, who comprised of 
former students of the 
College and others who are 
interested in the College and 
have become members. On 
the 18th July we recreated the 
walk from Crook Hall, near 
Consett to Ushaw, taking a 
route for the most part along 
the Lanchester Valley walk.  
Further information is 
available on our website, 
www.ushaw.ac.uk where links 
can be found to 
bicentenary@ushaw.ac.uk 
Further information on St 
Cuthberts Society can be 
found at 
www.stcuthbertsociety.org.
uk    

Esh Post Office is on the list 
for closure in October. We 
only have a short six week 
consultation period where we 
can make our feelings known 
and put forth constructive 
arguments for keeping the 
Post Office in the village. 
 
What you can do now: 
• Pick up an information 

leaflet from the Post Office 
and write a letter of 
objection. 

• Hopefully you will support 
our public meeting – dates 
and venues to be 
advertised shortly. 

 
Closing date for responses 
11th August 2008 
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The recently upgraded Langley Park Sports and Social Club and Cricket 

Pavilion showing the new planters brim full of flowers and greenery. 
 © Terry T. Chilton 

 

 
Langley Park Bowling Club treasurer, John Congleton, delivering a wood 
during a match with Brandon Bowling Club on Saturday 10 May, 2008.  

  © Terry T. Chilton 
 

 
 
 
From the early colliery years 
Langley Park people have 
been keenly interested in 
various sporting activities.  
One of the first being the Ball 
Alley, where miners played 
the game of hand ball and 
vigorously competed against 
other villages in the area.  
Standing boldly as a reminder 
of those dedicated miners the 
hand ball wall is still there 
today, and has actually been 
designated a Grade 2 listed 
structure. 
 
The villagers also played 
quoits on the Thomas Street 
green, and many followed the 
pursuit of pigeon racing.   
Some residents had a lively 
interest in dog racing and 
rigged up a training track next 
to allotments near the river 
Browney.    
 
All this, in addition to the 
Football Ground, Cricket 
Ground and Bowling Green.  
Indeed, the village had two 
football teams called the 

‘Hotspurs’ and ‘Welfare’.  The 
Cricket and Football grounds 
are still used today, as is the 
Bowling Green. 
 
When Langley Park colliery 
closed in 1975 the Bowling 
Green became part of the 
Langley Park Sports and 
Social Club, and since then it 
has been maintained by a 
dedicated group of members. 
Unfortunately, the Bowling 

Club is now in desperate 
need of more new members.  
Recently a poster was placed 
in various shops around the 
village asking for more 
members; unfortunately the 
response was disappointing. 
 
It is thought the Bowling Club 
was first formed around 1923, 
and it would be very sad 
indeed if this grand old club 
had to close for lack of 
support.  So, at the start of 
the season meeting on 
Saturday April 5th I joined as 
a member of the Langley 
Park Bowling Club.  At the 
meeting I found the other 
members very friendly, and 
was assured that I would be 
given all the support needed 
to learn the skills of the game. 
 
I must say, that was a relief, 
for what I know about bowling 
can be written on a postage 
stamp, but I was willing to 
have a go and looked forward 
to this gentle sport, out in the 
fresh air on a warm sunny 
day carefully study form, with 

LANGLEY PARK SPORTS 
AND SOCIAL CLUB 
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Langley Park opening bowler David Jones rolling the cricket pitch. 

© Terry T. Chilton. 
 

 
Langley Park cricket team captain Simon Huscroft (son of Thomas) 

trying out the outfield grass cutter bought with money from the Lottery 
Fund.  © Terry T. Chilton. 

that distinctive background 
noise of the bowling woods 
gently kissing each other. 
 
In the earlier part of this year 
the Langley Park Sports and 
Social Club surprisingly 
closed its doors, and many 
people were very concerned 
that the village had lost those 
facilities once and for all.   
Then along came Alan 
Cassidy.  This very friendly 
man bought the lot, Cricket 
Ground, Football Ground, 
Bowling Green and the 
Sports and Social Club. 
 
Things now looked much 
brighter as Alan revealed his 
exciting new plans for the 
future. Being a former 
Langley Park man, who once 
lived across the road from the 
cricket field and helped to run 
the Sports and Social Club, 
Alan would have a good 
knowledge of what was 
required to get things going 
again.  He told me he always 
thought the Sports and Social 
Club wasn’t being used to its 
full potential, and that he had 
new plans for the whole site. 
Sure enough, at the time of 

writing this article, the Club 
building was already being 
upgraded as a temporary 
measure, and eventually it 
would be knocked down and 
rebuilt as a modern complex 
with better facilities, including 
a new perimeter fence around 
the whole sports area. 
 
I have also been talking to 
Langley Park man Thomas 
Huscroft. Tom has been 
involved with the Langley 
Park cricketers for many 
years now, and two years ago 

he became Chairman of the 
Cricketers’.   His enthusiasm 
and optimism for the future of 
the cricket ground is plain to 
see.   He told me about the 
new 20 inch powered lawn 
mower and new sit-on outfield 
grass cutter that was bought 
with money from the Lottery 
Fund.  There are about 30 
regular cricket players at 
present, including a few 
enthusiastic juniors.  Naturally 
he would like more people to 
take part in this grand old 
game, or possible at first, just 
come along and watch a 
match. 
 
There is no doubt that Alan 
Cassidy’s initiative to improve 
the local sports facilities is 
one of the best things that 
has happened to Langley 
Park, and if local people give 
him their support this venture 
will turn into a great success 
story and that Langley Park 
will be rewarded with one of 
the best village sporting 
facilities in the North East. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
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Rutherford House, Langley Park 

 
 
 
 
 
As from Thursday 3rd July 
2008 the Surgery will have 
extended hours 
for most Thursday mornings. 

  
The new times are:- 

  
7.00am - 9.10am 
For pre booked appointments 
 
9.10am -10.05am 
For appointments released on 
the day 
 
The Surgery will then remain 
open until 12.15pm but not for 
appointments  

  
The rest of the surgery times 
remain the same. 
 
 
 
 
Glad – as she preferred to be 
called – was the youngest of 
a family of six – four sisters 
and one brother.  She lived in 
Langley Park all her life and 
attended Durham Girls 
Grammar School. 
 
In 1945, she left school to 
work in her father’s village 
post office.  Some 47 years 
later – 32 as sub-
postmistress – she retired in 
1992. 
 
As village sub-postmistress, 
Glad worked unsocial hours 
for many years.  In those 
days post was delivered to 
the L.P.P.O. and was sorted 
and delivered in the village 
twice per day.  Cash had to 
be counted before the office 
opened.  Letter boxes had to 

be emptied and local mail 
separated for delivery.  
Telegrams had to be 
delivered and telephone 
kiosks emptied of cash.   
 
Tea, cake and biscuits were 
provided for delivery staff 
each morning.  Delivery staff 
started work at 6.30a.m.  
Glad liked Langley Park and 
supported local shops and 
charities whenever possible – 
in addition to several national 
charities. 
 
She was a skilled dressmaker 
and knitter.  Many of the 
family took clothes to her for 
alterations.  She was always 
immaculately dressed and 
colour co-ordinated. 
 
She enjoyed sport.  Tennis 
was a passion and she 
attended Wimbledon on a 
number of occasions.  In post 
office days a T.V. was 
installed in the office during 
Wimbledon fortnight. 
 

Glad loved dancing and 
taught sequence dances to 
friends and family. 
 
On retirement the Halls 
moved to a new bungalow 
little more than 150 yards 
from the post office. 
 
Computing started to interest 
her and she got her first 
computer.  She drained most 
of the family of their IT 
knowledge. 
 
After a year of evening 
classes and aged 77 she 
passed a level one Certificate 
in Computer Literacy and 
New College awarded her a 
plaque for “Excellent  
Determination and 
Achievement” 
 
She used the internet 
regularly and e-mailed daily. 
 
She could download music, 
print photos and make 
greetings cards. 
 
Family gatherings were the 
highlights of her life, hosting 

EXTENDED OPENING TIMES 
FOR THE MEDICAL GROUP 
SURGERY, RUTHERFORD 
HOUSE, LANGLEY PARK 

GLADYS JOHNSON 
HALL 1928-2008 
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Gladys and Phillip Hall 

gathering of family and 
friends, especially New 
Year’s Eve parties. 
 
She made Christmas cakes – 
as many as 10 - and supplied 
Christmas puddings around 
the family until osteoporosis 
and respiratory problems 
limited her mobility.  She 
enjoyed her holidays abroad.  
Particular highlights were 
Switzerland, Canada, and the 
Bahamas and several trips to 
the U.S.A.  Sunshine holidays 
with family and friends were a 
delight. 
 
Editor’s note 
 
Gladys was a frequent and 
enthusiastic user of the I.T. @ 
The Tute facility (formerly at 
the Institute and now at the 
Harry Guildford Centre) until 
ill health made it impossible 
for her to continue.  We send 
sincere condolences to her 
family. 
 
D. C. Rider  
I. T. @ The Tute 
 
 
 
 

In the12th century, the de Esh 
family was granted the new 
manor of Esh by the Bishop of 
Durham in return for fealty, 
service and rents. They set 
about building the first of the 
three Halls, in the small 
wooded area to the south of 
the village green. Today 
nothing can be found of their 
manorial home. 

By the 16th century, with no 
sons to inherit their lands, the 
eldest of three daughters, 
Margaret de Esh, married 

William Smythe, a Catholic 
who had been involved in the 
"Rising of the North, during 
the English Civil War William 
and Margaret's grandson, 
John Smythe, fought for the 
King and fled to France after 
defeat at the Battle of 
Naseby, but upon his 
Restoration, Charles II 
knighted John's son Edward. 
Sir Edward Smythe began to 
build a new hall to replace the 
ancient home of his de Esh 
forbears. 

The 17th century Hall, 
completed in 1687, was built 
in typical 6-plan, facing south, 
with the Steward's Office, 
(still in situ), at its entrance 
piers. Respected 
archaeologist, Norman 
Emery, has published a 
paper giving graphic details 
and the owners of the present 
Hall are indebted to Mr. 
Adrian Bruce-Smythe, of 
Acton Burnell, for allowing 

copies of his three oil 
paintings of the 17th century 
Hall and the most generous 
gift of an historic document 
dated 1688 describing land at 
Esh, and bearing the 
signatures and seals of Sir 
Edward and his son Richard. 

Gambling debts encouraged 
the Smythes to seek, in 
marriage, a Catholic heiress 
and a suitable young lady 
was found at Acton Burnell in 
Shropshire. The lands and 
quickly - deteriorating Hall 
were rented to farmers until 
one - Henry Smith began to 
demolish the 17th century Hall 
and, using some of the stone, 
pediments and mouldings, 
built a third just 30 yards to 
the south. In 1857 a two-
storey extension was built 
from dressed stone to the 
east side of the house, 
providing rooms of larger 
scale with oak panels.  The 
entrance piers were moved 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF 
ESH HALL 
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Esh Hall 

to their present site and in 
1900 a single storey 
extension to the west 
provided a surgery for the 
then tenant, a doctor.  This is 
the Hall as seen today. 

During demolition of the 17th 
century Hall, a priest's hole 
was discovered revealing 
vestments, a triptych and 
missal dating from the 14th 
century. These items became 
known as the Taylor 
Treasure and some passed 
to the Fitzherbert family, A 
granddaughter of Sir John 
Smythe, Mary Anne, married 
Thomas Fitzherbert in 1778 
and upon being widowed 
Mrs. 'Maria' Fitzherbert 
married the prince Regent 
though her Catholic faith 
prevented legality of the 
marriage. 

John and Alice Hankey came 
to Esh Hall in 1909 to be 
succeeded by their youngest 
son Edward who bought the 
Hall and farmland from the 
NCB in 1971. during NCB 
ownership the Hall was 
subjected to unsympathetic 
work and it has fallen to 
Edward's son John to repair 
and restore the Hall and 
enhance the grounds in 
which it stands - a 
responsibility in which he 
takes much pleasure. 
 
 
 
 
At the recent community 
parish forum in Langley Park, 
concerns were raised on how 
to contact the police.  It was 
believed that persons cannot 
remain anonymous when 
they contact the police to 
report incidents.  This is not 

necessarily the case. We 
would prefer to have contact 
details to allow officers to ring 
you and talk the information 
over to clarify points.  
Residents can contact the 
police in numerous ways:- 
  
• To report an incident, 

residents can ring 0845 60 
60 365.  This is our central 
control room based at our 
HQ.  Persons can remain 
anonymous if they wish or 
you can provide your 
details and ask that Police 
don’t go to your door. 
Officers will not disclose 
where information has 
come from. 
  

• If residents want to 
discuss anything in 
confidence, they can 
speak to the local beat 
officer who is PC 1975 
Laws and the local police 
community support officer 
who is PCSO 7007 
Pearsall. 

  
• Residents can also leave 

information with crime 
stoppers.  Crimestoppers 
is incorporated using the 
police, businesses and the 
media.  This contact 

number is 0800 555 111. 
Your information can be 
given anonymously and 
you may receive cash 
reward if it leads to the 
conviction of the person. 

  
Durham Constabulary also 
relay information via the 
crime ring system.  The aim 
of the system is to send crime 
awareness information, crime 
prevention advice and crime 
reduction strategies to 
individuals and groups.  The 
crime ring system operates in 
conjunction with a stand 
alone computer and the 
current telecommunication 
network covering the UK. The 
computer holds a database of 
community groups 
(neighbourhood watch), 
business groups (pubs, clubs 
and shops), educational 
establishments or individual 
members of the community 
who wish to participate.  An 
operator of the system 
wishing to broadcast 
information, records a verbal 
message which is 
automatically stored on the 
computer programme.  A 
selection of the desired 
individuals or organizations 
then takes place, who need to 

COMMUNICATION 
WITH THE POLICE 
 

We always welcome new articles for Esh Leaves from 
members of the public.  To submit articles for Esh 
Leaves send to: The Editor, 8 Long Garth, Durham City, 
DH1 4HJ or email to editor@langley-park.org.uk or leave 
at Esh or Langley Park Post. 
 
If the Article is to be submitted electronically it should be 
in Microsoft Word Document format.  Any photographs 
with the article should be submitted separately to the 
DOC file and should be a minimum resolution of 300dpi. 
 

Esh Leaves Editorial Team 
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Sir Bobby, Elsie and Geraldine getting the walk underway 

 

Jean Taylor 

receive and respond to the 
message normally based on 
the geographical locations.   
  
The computer will then 
telephone the identified target 
group or individual by turn 
and when the call is 
answered by the recipient, it 
replays the recorded 
message.  The message can 
then be passed on quickly to 
the individual contact within 
the group or the organization.   
      
The main advantages of the 
crime ring system is that up to 
date crime information can be 
circulated advising members 
of suspicious people or 
vehicles or simply passing on 
information regarding general 
crime trends or providing the 
appropriate crime prevention 
advice.   
  
If you are interested in joining 
the crime ring system then 
please contact the Crime 
Prevention Department at 
Stanley Police Office. 
 
 
 
 
 
Despite some very damp 
conditions over 150 villagers, 
and friends, set out on a 
sponsored walk from Langley 
Park Cricket Club to raise 
funds for Sir Bobby Robson’s 
Cancer Trials Research 
Centre. The walk followed the 
old railway line then up to 
Bearpark, along the Ushaw 
College road and back to the 
Clubhouse. 
  
Walkers were released from 
their starting blocks by what 
can only be described as a 
ghetto blasting horn, the likes 

of which had not been heard 
since EURO 1996! 
 
Whilst the walkers braved 
some pretty miserable 
conditions, to complete the 6 
mile walk Sir Bobby, together 
with his wife Elsie, stayed 
behind in the refurbished 
clubhouse to exchange 
memories with some of their 
former neighbours and 
friends. From what we hear a 
good time was had by all. 
  
The walkers returned back to 
the clubhouse to a warm 
reception from the guest of 
honour who stayed on to 
draw the raffle, sign 
autographs and shirts, and 
pose for a great many 
photographs. 
  
The walk was organised by 
local residents, Geraldine 
Raggatt and Debra Robey 

daughters of Jean Taylor who 
lost her fight against cancer 5 
years ago. 
  
Jean’s family run Crescent 
Homecare, which provides 
care and support for seriously 
ill people at their homes in 
north Durham. 
  

OVER 150 VILLAGERS 
TAKE STRIDES FOR 
SIR BOBBY’S CHARITY 
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The walk gets underway in a torrential downpour 

Geraldine and Debra thought 
Sir Bobby’s appeal was the 
perfect cause to organise an 
event in memory of their 
mother.  
  
Over £10500 has been raised 
so far and Geraldine, Debra 
and family are very grateful to 
a large number of people who 
helped the event go so well 
particularly Alan Cassidy the 
new owner of the Langley 
Park Sports and Social Club 
and to Crinnion Butchers, 
Lanchester for their excellent 
buffet. 
  
During his stay Sir Bobby was 
presented with a memento 
stick from Keith Robey which 
had been decorated with the 
badges of Sir Bobby’s old 
clubs Ipswich Town and 
Newcastle United and, of 
course, England. Word has it 
that Sir Bobby was absolutely 
delighted with his gift. 
  
The raffle alone raised £1000 
and the organisers would like 
to thank all the prize givers, 
including many local shops 
and businesses in Langley 
Park, for their splendid array 
of gifts. First prize was flat 
screen television donated by 
Cousins Conservatories 
based in Durham City. There 
are still 2 unclaimed prizes (a  
bottle of whisky and a meat 
voucher). The following 
unclaimed ticket holders 
therefore should contact 
Geraldine on 0191 3731538. 
 
99902 
96825 
 
Although the Foundation has 
met its original target there is 
still much more it would like to 
do and for more details 

readers should visit 
www.sirbobbyrobsonfound
ation.co.uk 
  
If anyone wishes to make a 
donation to the cause they 
can do so by sending a 
cheque to Sir Bobby Robson 
Foundation, PO Box 307, 
Heaton, NE7 QG. 
  
Finally we would like to thank 
Geraldine and Debra for all 
their hard work in organising 
such a memorable event. 
 
There are still 28 
sponsorship forms to be 
handed in – could these be 
returned to Geraldine, with 
the donations, as soon as 
possible. 
 
FROM 3 YOUNG WALKERS 
 
On Sunday June 1st 2008 whilst 
many people were enjoying a 
hot and delicious Sunday dinner 
other people were braving 
terrible, dismal, rainy weather, 
to embark on a six mile walk 
for Cancer. The charity in 

question was Sir Bobby’s big 
goal. 
  
The total of walkers numbered 
more than 150. The walkers 
were gathered and prepared by 
11 o'clock. 

Sir Bobby was ready to start 
the walk and was handed the 
air horn and TOOOOOOT 
every one was off walking 
past the Church, down Church 
Street, over the crossing, on 
past the newsagents, and 
down onto the lines. We then 
followed this route to Bearpark 
and took a right. We went on 
down past the Dog and Gun 
pub in Bearpark. Many people 
popped in to the Co-op (we 
know for we did). After this we 
followed the main road home.  

We passed Ushaw College on 
our way and picked up some 
absolutely colossal docken 
leaves, we then used these as 
an umbrella for it was now 
raining quite heavy. Next we 
toddled along near the Board 
Inn. We thought we were to go 
right but we were wrong we 
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LANGLEY PARK 
COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 
 

 
 

Wood View Community Centre 

were to go left past the silly 
steps and down the hill then 
back to the Cricket Club. By 
now everyone was starving, 
and looking forward to the free 
buffet kindly provided by 
Crinnion’s of Lanchester. 

Overall it was a great day. 
Though the weather was 
appalling we still enjoyed it. 
 
By Anthony Peart,  
Luke Collins,  
Jemma Walker. 
 
All aged 12 

The School is taking part in a 
variety if sporting activities 
including Netball, cricket and 
multi-skills tournaments. 
 
The school cricket team have 
reached the final of the 
Durham County 8 a side 
tournament. The first five 
teams in this event will 
proceed to the north regional 
final. 
 
We hope to develop the old 
school playground and the 
diocesan architects are 
looking at various options. 
On behalf of the school may I 

thank everyone for their 
support this year. 
 
Mike Urwin 

The ‘Community Association’ 
which runs this centre and 
provides activities, is a small 
band of local people (all 
volunteers). 

We are always looking for 
new ideas and uses, but even 
more so, are also always 
looking for active committee 
members. 
Membership of the 
Association is very 
reasonable (£3.00 Adult, 
£1.50 Child/Senior Citizen, 
£4.50 Family) and gives you 
reduced rates on room and 
hall hire. 
  
Secretary:  Alison Spenceley, 
0191 3731876  
 
XPOSE DANCING 
 
Debra Tennant, who 
has choreographed a number 
of shows, is offering to hold 
street dance and commercial 
jazz classes at the Wood 
View Community Centre 
Langley Park. If interested 
contact Debra on 
07796916055 or email 
debratennant78@yahoo.co.
uk  

My name is Chloe Tindale I 
am 12 years old. I live in 
Langley Park and used to 
attend St Michaels R.C. 
School in Esh Village. I am 
now in Year 7 at St Leonards 
in Durham. 
 
For the last 2 years I have 
trained at Deerness 
Gymnastics Club in the 
tumbling squad. My coach is 
Glen Wharton who is a high 
performance coach and I train 
5/6 times a week approx 12-
14 hours. 
 
I have competed in many 
competitions including, the 
British tournament, the British 
championship and, last year, 
travelled to Ireland for a team 
tumbling competition. This 
has provided me with 
valuable competition 
experience. 
 
I have now been selected to 
represent England at an 
international competition in 
Portugal on the 24th of 
September 2008. If I do well I 
have a chance of going to the 
World Championships, which 
are to be held in St 
Petersburg Russia 
September 2009.  
 
Editor's note 
 
Well done Chloe – we wish 
you all the very best in 
Portugal. Chloe has to raise 
£670 towards her trip to 
Portugal and so far she has 
secured £580 sponsorship, 
including generous 
contributions from Bill 
Johnston at FTL and Esh 
Parish Council.  

ESH CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
 

Everyone Smiles Here. 

LOCAL GIRL TUMBLES 
HER WAY TO PORTUGAL 
PORTUGAL 

The Old School Playground 
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Bill Johnston of FTL 

 Presenting a cheque to Chloe 

A group of local residents inspecting the recent work 

One of the new ponds 

If any of our readers, or local 
businesses, would like to help 
Chloe then they should 
contact her father, Richard 
Tindale on 0191 3731079 for 
further details. 

After Ronaldo coming over 
here from Portugal, to show 
off his tumbling tricks, its 
great to think that we have 
someone from Langley Park 
going over there to 
demonstrate their tumbling 
skills! 
 
 
 
Many of you may have 
noticed that Stobilee 
Allotments are looking a bit 
different these days, and on 
Saturday 24th May quite a few 
of you went down to have a 
look at the changes.  Jacqui 
McHugh from the Mineral 
Valleys’ Project came to 
explain how a new area of 
wetland has been created at 
the bottom of the site nearest 
the river.  A series of scrapes 
have been dug that will vary 
in depth throughout the year 
and it is hoped that these and 
the areas around them will 

attract a greater range of 
wildlife as time goes on.  
Already the ponds are 
teaming with tadpoles and 
swallows can be seen feeding 
over the water!  The project 
so far has included footpath 

and access improvement; you 
can access the site from 
Kaysburn Bridge and a little 
further up the main road.  The 
area has also been sown with 
rough, tussocky grass that 
should include a range of wild 
flowers and be a good home 
for insects.  Information 
boards have been erected to 
show people what sort of 
wildlife they can hope to see 
there, and it’s well worth a 
stroll or a picnic.   
The project to create the 

wetland has now come to an 
end and it is now up to the 
community how the site is 
used, looked after and 
improved.  The site is 
unfortunately full of a plant 
called Himalayan Balsam 
which grows very tall and 
shades out all the other 
plants that could be a useful 
source of food and habitat for 
wildlife.  This needs to be 
pulled up before it goes to 
seed to prevent it spreading 
further, so if you’re down 
there, pull up a bit on your 
way past and leave it there to 
rot.  The information boards 
will help you to identify it.  A 
meeting took place to discuss 
the future of the site on 
Tuesday 22nd July, in  the 
Woodview Community 
Centre, at which it was hoped 
to get together a group of 
people interested in helping 
to look after and improve it, 
starting with simply pulling up 
the Himalayan Balsam to 
make it a more varied habitat 
for wildlife.  Shortly before the 
meeting a group was 
scheduled to pull out some of 

STOBILEE WETLANDS 
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Skylark 

the  Balsam which is easily 
removed and no special 
fitness or equipment is 
needed.  If you are interested 
in helping out in any small 
way, even if only once in a 
while,  please contact Claire 
Copestake 
(claire@copestake.net) or Tel 
01913736687 and watch out 
for posters around Langley 
Park advertising other 
opportunities to do something 
small to make a difference. 

.I am very aware that, since 
being given two hearing aids 
last summer, I can now hear 
birdsong again.  However, I 
don’t believe that I’ve just 
been missing hearing 
skylarks since I haven’t seen 
them either, in the fields 
around this area, for up to ten 
years.   This year, while 
driving around the fields 
checking on newborn lambs, 
I’ve seen a number of them in 
the grass and since then 
heard them singing on sunny 
days.  

I don’t know why they’re back 
here but certainly the RSPB 
has been working hard with 
farmers in general to create 
the ideal habitat for them.   
Like all birds, they need three 
basic things; food in winter, 
food in summer and 
somewhere to nest safely.  

Because they nest on the 
ground, they are very 
vulnerable to predators, 
needing grassland at the right 
length to hide in but short 
enough to see things coming 
when the chicks have 
hatched and can run away.  
This means that grazing land 
with some coarse clumps of 
grass is ideal for them. 
 
The nests and eggs are also 
easily crushed by farm 
vehicles and clumsy 
livestock, particularly if cattle 
are in a panic for some 
reason.    
 
Having lots of wild flowers 
growing around farms helps 
all our wild birds.   The 
flowers attract insects and 
provide food for caterpillars 
as well as producing seeds.  
This in turn is a varied diet for 
a variety of birds. 
 
Other birds which are 
benefiting from help for 
ground nest-builders in this 
area are things like lapwings 
and curlews, which tend to 
nest higher up the Pennines 
but are to be seen within easy 
walking distance of Langley 
Park. 
 
Lastly, hares seem to be re-
appearing.   They are also 
‘ground nesting’, having their 
young in a ‘form’, which is just 
a sort of nest in long grass, 
which is easily destroyed by 
machinery for silage making.   
Farmers need to be aware of 
where they are to avoid them.   
Haymaking is later in the 
year, when the young are old 
enough to run away from the 
mower. 
It’s some years since I saw 
hares ‘boxing’ in the fields 

below the house, which used 
to be a regular March 
occurrence.  However, I have 
been pleased to see a 
considerable increase in the 
numbers that have been 
running away from me when 
I’ve walked across the fields.   
It would be nice to think that 
the Environmental 
Stewardships that I’ve been 
helping to work on are 
actually making a difference! 
 
At last, the work at the 
Stobilee Allotments and the 
Old Rec is beginning to show 
results.   The new paths allow 
people to enjoy a walk around 
the two nature reserves, 
though the circular walk in the 
Rec is not yet finished as it 
will depend on volunteers to 
clear the undergrowth from 
around the old tarmac path to 
make it passable again!    
 
My toddler granddaughter 
was most offended to find 
that the ‘baby frogs’ already 
in the new ‘scrape’ ponds at 
Stobilee were in the water 
and unable to go boi-ing in 
the way that frogs should. 
 
It really is amazing how 
quickly nature can get back to 
work, given the chance. 
 
Alison 
 
 
 
Readers will have seen that 
our public noticeboard, near 
the Baptist Chapel in Front 
Street, has gone. After being 
in storage for almost 3 years 
it was finally installed shortly 
after the CCTV camera 
became operative – sadly it 
lasted only 3 months as at 
approx 03.30 hours on the

WILDLIFE CORNER  
 

 
NOTICEBOARD 
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The accident scene at Stuart Wright’s premises 

 
 Last year’s Simply Soccer event 

Chloe and Negillashan holding one 
of the award certificates 

24
th May 2008 a stolen 

vehicle collided with Stuart 
Wright Funeral Services 
offices in Front Street, 
Langley Park.  
  
In between the vehicle 
leaving the road, and colliding 
with the building, it passed 
through the Parish Council’s 
Noticeboard, quite literally 
shattering it.  
  
Stuart Wright is hoping that 
the repair work currently 
being carried out on his 
property will be completed 
during August. In the 
meantime he continues to 
provide a service from the 
premises – customers should 
go to the rear of the 
premises, when open, or ring 
01913733700 

 
The annual Langley Park 
Soccer school will take place 
at the Sports and Social club 
between the 11th and 15th of 
August. Simply Sport will 
once again be providing the 
coaching and funding will be 
provided by Esh Parish 
Council, County Councillor 
Joe Armstrong and District 
Councillors Gordon Coulson 

and Sue Rothwell. The price 
for the week has not been 
decided yet but should be 
near the £20 charged for the 
5 days last year. For an 
application form please e-mail 
John Turnock at 
Johnturnock1@aol.com 
 
 
 
 
 
Langley Park Primary School 
will play host to a film crew in 
July. A film is to be made for 
the NHS about the 
importance of youngsters 
being active in their everyday 
lives. The school was chosen 

for this following a 
Healthy Schools 
Award recognising 
the work done to 
educate pupils 
about good diet, 
exercise and 
emotional health. 
This comes at the 
end of an award-
winning year for the 
school. They have 

also received Anti- 

bullying accreditation, 
Reading Connects status and 
an Eco-Schools award. 

 
 
 
Love is for free 
  
A smile doesn’t cost a penny 
A hug doesn’t cost a pound 
So without a pound or a 
penny 
Your love you can spread 
around 
 
We all need a shoulder to cry 
on 
When we’re feeling unhappy 
or sad 

SUMMER SOCCER 
SCHOOL 

NEWS FROM LANGLEY 
PARK PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 

 

WATTS WORDS OF 
WISDOM 
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GET LOST IN THE 
AMAZING MAIZE MAZE!! 
 

But to know there’s a friend 
you can lean on  
Helps to make you feel glad. 
  
Our Little Puppy 
  
I have a little puppy 
As cute as can be 
Who wags his tail 
Whenever he sees me. 
  
He knows that I will play with 
him 
And throw him a ball 
But he will always come to 
me 
The minute that I call 
  
We made a little bed for him 
That he sleeps in night and 
day 
But he’s jumping in and out of 
it 
Just so we can play 
  
Now we don’t know what to 
call him 
We haven’t got a clue 
But he’s such a little pickle 
I think we’ll call him stew 
   
Live for Today 
  
You’re as old as you feel 
Well that is what they say 
So I’ll just try and feel 
younger 
Each and every day 
  
With friend around to talk to 
And children to kiss and love 
I will feel about twenty 
With a bit of push and shove 
  
If you sit in a chair brooding 
And worrying about this and 
that 
The years will gang up on you 
And that my friend will be that 
So enjoy the rest of your 
lifetime 
With the love of family and 
friends 

Cos when you start moping 
and fretting 
That is where it ends 
 
 
 
The Parish Council has 
obtained some grant to 
publishing a 64 page A5 
booklet based on 
postcards/photographs, old 
and new, of our Parish. We 
have very little time to put the 
book together and print it but 
work has already started and 
we hope to meet the 
deadline. 
 
The book should be out 
around October price £2.99 
per copy available from either 
Esh or Langley Park Post 
Offices, the new Parish Office 
(former Neighbourhood 
Office) or by contacting the 
Esh Leaves Editor on 0191 
3736687 or by email to the 
address shown at the front of 
this newsletter. 
Durham Maize Maze is the 
largest natural maze in the 

North East, situated at Witton 
Hall Farm, Witton Gilbert (just 
off the mini roundabout on the 
A691). 
 
This year's theme takes on an 
exciting adventure you will 
never forget, with Maze 
Raiders, using designs from 
Ancient Civilizations and a 
quiz trail that will take you 
from Egypt to Ecuador! Trek 
through the seven acre maize 
maze, cut into the shape of a 
Roman Soldier, choose your 
path, find the clues and use 
your instincts to help Dr 
Wherezigon break the code of 
this thrilling adventure! 

After years of searching, Dr 
Wherezigon has discovered 
how to find the mythical 
'Crystal Cob’. Hidden at this 
ancient site are symbols which 
will unveil the secret of its 
origins. Join us and discover 
where the Crystal Cob was 
made and become an 
Archaeological Hero! 
Spend the day at the Maze 
and enjoy games and 
courtyard fun with an 
adventure play area, pedal 
carts and more. It is a great 
day out for all the family!  

Check out the website 
www.durhammaze.co.uk for 
further information and special 
events. 

Unitary Authority Elections 
May 2008 
Following the recent elections 
Joe Armstrong and Malcolm 
Campbell were elected as 
Councillors for the new ESH 
WARD for the Durham 
County Unitary Authority. 
  
Parish Council Meetings 
All Meetings commence at 
7.00pm (excepting when 
following the Annual 
Assembly and the Annual 
General Meeting) in the Harry 
Guildford Centre (the old 
Neighbourhood Office) and 
 
 

BOOK OF WORDS AND 
VERSES 
 

PARISH COUNCIL NEWS 
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occasionally at other 
locations. The choice of 
venue is subject to an annual 
review at the Annual General 
Meeting.  
  
Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the non-
confidential part of the 
Agenda and there is an 
opportunity to raise matters of 
interest at the end of this part 
of the Agenda.  
  
Next Meetings 
  9

th September 2008   Parish 
Council Meeting 
14

th October 2008        Parish 
Council Meeting 
11

th November 2008    Parish 
Council Meeting 
  
Parish Walk Leaflet 
Following a grant from 
Derwentside grants for 
groups fund the Parish 
Council has now taken 
delivery of a reprint of the 
Parish Walk leaflet. The new 
leaflet takes account of some 
of the changes arising since 
the original came out in 1997 
and comes with a protective 
plastic cover. Copies of the 
leaflet are available free of 
charge from Esh and Langley 
Park Post Offices, the Harry 
Guildford Centre and Langley 
Park Library. 
 
Annual Audit 
By the time Esh Leaves is 
delivered it is likely that Esh 
Parish Council’s accounts for 
2007/08 will have been 
submitted to the External 
Auditor for approval.  
  
Notices were displayed at 
various locations throughout 
the Parish advising residents 
that they had the opportunity 

to inspect the accounts over a 
4 week period. 
  
For the benefit of our readers 
the Council’s Summary of 
Accounts and Statement of 
balances follows at the 
bottom of the next page. 
  
Chairman’s Report to Esh 
Parish Annual Assembly 
Tuesday 8

th April 2008 
I would like to thank the 
Council for their support 
during this year of office and 
present the Annual Report 
outlining the main activities 
for the year including:- 
 
Councillors 
Barbara Armstrong and Paula 
Mollon were co-opted onto 
the Council in 2007. 
 
New Notice board for 
Langley Park is now in use. 
 
Christmas Decorations 
Tree, decorations and Motifs 
provided in Langley Park and 
decorated trees  in Esh and 
Quebec.  
 
Play Areas 
Work continues to complete 
the legal paperwork for the 
transfer of land to the Parish 
Council. 
Once complete this will allow 
work to commence on site to 
provide facilities for the Sir 
Bobby Robson Park. 
 
Esh Leaves Newsletter 
Three editions printed during 
the year plus one edition of 
Esh Leaves Extra. 
 
Environmental 
Improvement Works 
Local Contractors continue to 
carry out Grass Cutting, 
Winter Gritting, the provision 

and watering of hanging 
baskets and inspections of 
the Council’s Play Areas on a 
regular basis. 
 
New Library 
We have continued to support 
County Councillor 
Armstrong’s work in providing 
a permanent library for 
Langley Park.  
 
Planning Applications 
Throughout the year the 
Parish Council has 
responded to 48 Planning 
Applications. Details of all 
applications together with a 
note of the Parish Council’s 
response can be found on our 
web site 
www.eshparishcouncil.gov.
uk 
 
Donations and 
contributions to local 
projects 
Local projects receiving 
donations include:- 
a)     Langley Park Angling 
Club (juniors) 
b)     Langley Park Primary 
School (Summer Fair) 
c)     Summer Soccer School 
organised by the Langley 
Park branch Sunderland 
Supporters Association and 
Simply Soccer Ltd. 
d)     County Durham Society 
for the Blind & Partially 
Sighted 
e)     Langley Park Goodwill 
Association 
 
Social Events 
During the year the Parish 
Council organised the Annual 
Beating the Bounds walk, a 
Winter walk and a Pantomime 
by Jack Drum Arts who 
performed “Red Ridding 
Hood and her amazing 
Grandmother”. 
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UNAUDITED SUMMARY OF ACCOUNTS 2007/2008 

INCOME 
Precept and District Council Contribution    44393 
Miscellaneous items          30 
Bank Interest      2314 
Rents (inc Bond)      2470 
Rates refund        165 
Sponsorship        125 
VAT refund      2749 
Esh Leaves      2540 
Pantomime        129 
Grants towards Esh and Quebec play areas and CSS             37 
Parish Paths Partnership      1800 
Grant (Mining and Memories Group & IT equipment for the TUTE)     2950 
Tree Week        150 
Sale of Esh Leaves (the book)        464 

                                                          £60316 
EXPENDITURE 
Central Administration    23624 
Other Central Administration costs       2561 
Contracted work       7020 
Leisure services       6338 
Play areas      5084 
Christmas lights      4053 
IT services, publications (Esh Leaves) and the Council's web site     10378 
Donations       1650 
Other items         536 
    ______ 

                                                                         £61243 

Allotments 
The Parish Council continue 
to carry out inspections of all 
allotments. Provide a number 
of skips to help keep the 
allotments sites tidy and also 
keep a waiting list of anyone 
in the Parish who may be 
interested in renting an 
allotment. 
 
Precept for 2007/2008 
The Parish Council precept 
for 2007/2008 was 
£31,035.00 plus a 
contribution from Derwentside 
District Council of 
£13,358.00. The Council Tax 
base for 2007/2008 was 
1464. The Parish Precept for 
2008/09 will be £36035.00 
plus a contribution from 
Derwentside District Council 
of £13692.00. The Council 
Tax base for 2008/09 was 
1469. 
 
Quality Parish Council 
Status 
The Parish 
Council 
obtained Quality 
Parish Council 
Status on 30

th 
May 2007. 
 
New Parish 
Office at 
Langley Park 
In March 2008 
the Parish 
Council moved 
into new office 
accommodation 
at the rear of 
Front Street, 
Langley Park 

(ex-Neighbourhood Office). 
The office comprises of a 
reception area, meeting 
room, office space, kitchen 
and storage facilities, the I.T. 
training room and an office for 
the EQUaL Partnership 
worker (Karen Gibson). 
 
Finally 
My thanks to Geoff Smith 
(Parish Clerk), Mike Ackroyd 
(Assistant Clerk), David Rider 
(I.T. Officer) and Mrs Ackroyd 
(Admin Assistant) for their 
work and support throughout 
the year. 
  
A.J. Mollon 
 Chairman 2007/2008 
  
Staff Changes 
After 14 years at the helm 
Mike Ackroyd is stepping 
down as the Council’s 
Responsible Financial Officer 
at the end of August 2008. He 
will however continue with 

other duties and as Editor of 
Esh Leaves. 
Mike has seen a considerable 
growth in the Council’s work, 
best illustrated in the number 
of invoices handled since he 
started. At the end of his first 
financial year in service 184 
invoices had been dealt with 
and by the end of 2007/08 
this had grown to 369. 
  
As Mike will also be reducing 
his hours of work the Parish 
Council has engaged the 
services of Chris Wayman to 
act as an Assistant Parish 
Clerk since 1

st
 June 2008. 

  
Chris is 25 and has lived in 
County Durham all of his life, 
he is married with two young 
daughters. Over the last two 
years he has been working 
for charities in Crook and is 
studying towards the 
Certificate in Local Council 
Administration. 
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Chris said “he was looking 
forward to working with the 
Parish Council, the Clerk and 
existing Assistant Clerk to 
help this Quality Council keep 
on progressing”. 
Chris will be helping out at 
Parish Council Meetings and 
assisting with the provision of 
many of the Council’s 
services including the 
Christmas Lights, Parish 
Walk and the Pantomime. 
 
Beating the Bounds 
  
I think last year’s weather 
deterred some of our walkers 
from braving the elements 
this time. Nevertheless we 
had a most enjoyable 
perambulation around the 
boundaries finishing off with 
refreshments at the Mining 
Memorial Exhibition at the 
Wood View Community 
Centre in Langley Park.  
  
One variation to our walk was 
to take in the Stobilee 
allotment area to view at first 
hand the work since we 
walked past the same area 
last year. What a difference a 
year makes as you will 
already have read about 
under the article headed 
STOBILEE WETLANDS. 
  
As usual our thanks go to our 
leader, Chris Bloor for guiding 
us safely round the 
mountainous terrain. 
 
 
 
The Home Independence 
Service 
  
Bathing – a little bit easier 
on the pocket  
There are lots of bathing 
equipment on the market 

which can make bathing 
easier. Some equipment may 
be available through the 
statutory agencies on 
assessment but there is good 
news if you are considering 
purchasing a battery operated 
bath lift. The cost of a range 
of bath lifts has recently 
reduced to around £300.00 
plus carriage through the 
Home Independence Service.  
  
The Home Independence 
Service is funded through 
Durham County Council and 
has 5 shops and 2 
Demonstration Centres 
across the County. The 
service does not sell the bath 
lifts but there is a range to 
see and try and Occupational 
Therapy staff are available to 
answer queries and advise. If 
you do wish to purchase then 
staff can provide company 
order forms and you can 
order direct. 
  
The service does however 
sell a standard range of 
equipment – for further details 
see Esh Leaves November 

2007 or visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/his 
or telephone 0191- 3860742  
 
Trading Standards 

Good News for Consumer 
Rights -  Bad News for 
Unfair Traders  

New regulations introduced to 
clamp down on unfair sales 
and marketing by businesses.  

These new laws set out broad 
rules to ensure that 
consumers are protected 
from unfair trading practices. 
They address such things as 
false and misleading claims 
about products and services 
and catches misleading 
omissions, where a trader 
fails to tell a consumer 
important information, which 
may have affected their 
decision to buy in the first 
place.  

Essentially consumers should 
be given sufficient information 
about products and services 
and what they are going to 

NEWS FROM DURHAM 
COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

 
Walkers set out on the 2008 beating the bounds walk 



Esh Leaves Page 20 July 2008 
 

pay for them to make an 
informed choice.  

Other practices such as 
salesman refusing to leave a 
consumers home when asked 
to do so or pestering 
consumers by phone or e 
mail are now prohibited.  

The Consumer Protection 
from Unfair Trading 
Regulations 2008, which 
implement the EU’s  Unfair 
Commercial Practices 
Directive (UCPD) in the UK 
came into force on 26 May 
2008.  

The Regulations introduces a 
general duty not to trade 
unfairly and seek to ensure 
that traders act honestly and 
fairly towards their customers. 
It applies only to business to 
consumer transactions, not to 
dealings between traders, 
which are the subject of other 
regulations.  

In particular, the Regulations 
oblige businesses not to 
mislead consumers through 
acts or omissions; it is the 
first time a trader can be 
taken to task, for NOT telling 
customers something.  

If that omission would 
contribute to persuading a 
consumer to buy goods or a 
service that they would not 
have done, if they knew the 
truth.  

The Regulations also provide 
additional protections for 
vulnerable consumers who 
are often the target of 
unscrupulous traders. 
Aggressive commercial 
practices such as high 

pressure selling techniques 
are barred.  

As part of this new law, there 
is a list of 31 trading practices 
which are banned outright – 
some were covered by 
previous legislation quite 
clearly, but others only 
vaguely or not at all – for 
example it is now prohibited 
to create the false impression 
that a consumer has already 
won, or will win a prize – 
when there may be no such 
prize, or where the customer 
has to pay a fee or incur 
some other costs to “win”.  

The penalties for breaking the 
new laws can include being 
prosecuted or being obliged 
to sign binding Undertakings.  

Local Businesses  who would 
like to know how the new 
Regulations will affect them 
should have a look at this 
easy-to-use guide published 
jointly by the Office of Fair 
Trading and BERR  

http://www.oft.gov.uk/share
d_oft/business_leaflets/530
162/oft979.pdf  

As yet there are no published 
consumer guides (since the 
Regulations are quite lengthy) 
but consumers can glean a 
lot by reading the above 
leaflet.  

Traders wanting to know 
more about their own 
obligations should contact 
Durham Trading Standards 
on 0191 383 3589. 
Consumers with queries on 
the regulations or any other 
consumer problem should 
ring Consumer Direct on 
08454 040506  

Working towards a new era 
for Local Government 
  
From next April, one council 
will run all of the main council 
services in County Durham.  
  
A lot of work has already 
taken place to make sure that 
the council is ready for 2009, 
but now your help is needed! 
  
As part of the plan for the 
new council, the county and 
district councils want to 
create partnerships to make 
decisions and consult with 
people in their local areas.  
The partnerships - initially 
called ‘Area Action 
Partnerships’ (AAPs) – will 
advise the unitary council and 
help it to provide services for 
local areas. 
  
You can help by coming 
along to one of the special 
exhibitions and workshop 
events at locations across 
County Durham to give us 
your views on how the AAPs 
should be organised. You will 
need to book your place at 
the workshop events, but you 
can visit the community 
exhibitions at any time. 
  
 For more information, please 
call Lee Kirby on 0191 
3018898 or visit 
www.durham.gov.uk/newer
a 
 
New Chief Executive – 
statement from the new 
Authority 
 
One of the most highly 
regarded council chief 
executives in the country has 
been chosen to run the new 
Unitary Council. George 
Garlick brings with him 25 
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One of the Turbines as seen 

from Langley Park 

years of local government 
experience and has been 
chief executive of Stockton-
on-Tees Borough Council 
since 1995. Under his 
management, Stockton-on-
Tees Borough Council has 
become one of the top ten 
performing local authorities in 
the country, achieving the 
highest possible ratings for 
service performance.  
 
Mr Garlick is expected to take 
up post by the end of 
September." 

Just a few facts about those 
wind turbines peeping at 
Langley Park over the hill by 
Burnhope. 
  
• They are 102 metres tall but 

of course are not built on 
the top of the hill so they 
don’t seem that high from 
our side, which actually 
makes them seem a bit 
strange, I think 

 
• They will feed electricity into 

the National Grid via 
underground cables to the 
transformer station at Pity 
Me.   You will have noticed 
the cables being put in 
along the Lanchester Road 
past Kaysburn 

• They are each 2.75 MW, 
with maximum total output 
of 11MW, which is the 
power for approximately 
7,051 homes or about three 
Langley Parks 

•  Derwentside District  
Council is currently 
investigating some 
complaints received about 
possible interference to 
residents television 

reception which may be 
caused by the wind 
turbines.  However it is 
possible that some of the 
problems, for those with 
Freeview sets, are not as a 
result of the turbines but 
from the current upgrading 
of digital transmissions 
nationally. 

As part of the planning 
agreement with Derwentside, 
£132,500 over 25 years will 
be paid to local communities 
in the form of grants through 
the County Durham 
Foundation.  Esh Parish 
Council and the EQUaL 
Partnership will be working 
together to make sure that 
our area gets at least our fair 
share. 
 
Alison Hiles 

Worldwide Day 

On the 27th May the whole of 
St Michael's school were in a 
state of excitement. After 
weeks of preparation they 
were going to show their epic 
performance to a proud 
audience of friends and family. 
It is an annual event and is an 
opportunity for each class to 
learn all about the culture and 
traditions of a different country. 

Each class's performance 
consists of the children 
greeting each other, counting, 
singing a traditional song and 
performing a well-known 
dance from their chosen 
country. 

The scorching sun beat down 
on the nervous children as 
they assembled in the 
playground awaiting the start of 
the performance. Parents were 
fighting for the front row seats, 
determined to have the best 
view of their children. 

Foundation class went first 
with Kenya. They chose this 
country because of a recent 
addition to the class whose 
mum is from Kenya. They 
were followed by Class 1 who 
had learnt all about Spain. 
Class 2 presented Germany 
and class 3 represented their 
own country England. Class 4 
surprised every one by 
speaking very fluent Italian. We 
all had great fun watching class 
5 attempt the can-can, their 
chosen country obviously 
being France. Of course the 
stars of the show were class 6 
with Japan. Class 6 chose 
Japan because they have 
close links with children in a 
Japanese school and write to 
them regularly. The girls were 
wearing long graceful kimonos 
and the boys gave a karate 
performance that had the 
audience on the edge of their 
seats. 

BURNHOPE WIND 
TURBINES 

ST MICHAEL’S RC 
PRIMARY SCHOOL, ESH 
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St Michael's also has close 
links with schools in Spain and 
Germany and we were 
delighted when teachers from 
these schools came to see the 
performance and thoroughly 
enjoyed it. After the fantastic 
show, parents, teachers and 
children were invited to sample 
traditional food from all seven 
countries. Everyone loved it 
and they look forward to doing 
it next year. 

By Abbie Allenson, Year 6 

Kielder Water 
 
Visiting Kielder water was 
really fun. We arrived at 11 
O'clock on Monday, May 19th, 
2008. The weather was great 
but that made it all harder 
(because we got tired more 
quickly). 
Firstly we went on a 2 mile 
walk that seemed to go on 
forever. Although the walk 
was only short, some children 
thought it seemed like 20 
miles while others talked so 
much it seemed like a 5 
minute walk. Passing the 
reservoir was very relaxing 
for us. The shades of the blue 
rippling water caught our eye. 

Also we caught a glimpse of 
the gleaming petals on the 
beautiful, bright flowers. 
Eventually at the end of a 
gruelling walk we reached the 
Bird of Prey centre that we 
had all been waiting for. 
 
When we arrived at the 
centre we walked straight in 
to find an enormous hawk 
(about the size of a small 
child) sitting on a bird ledge. 
As soon as we walked past 
the hawk it let out a big 
scream and raised its wings 
so high some people moved 
to the back of the line in 
fright. Later on the man 
brought out a snowy owl. "It 
looked very cute" exclaimed 
Megan and Sara. Also, the 
man brought out a falcon and 
it peacefully landed on all of 
our arms. 
Our journey home was an 
enjoyable one and a half hour 
ride and we desperately 
would like to visit sometime 
again. 

By Megan Johnson, class 6 

Visit to Bowes Museum 
 
After a long hard week of 
SATS, class 6 at St Michaels 
school travelled to the famous 
Bowes Museum. They were 
picked up at 9 o'clock to visit 
the historical Museum. The 
purpose was to detect who 

was stealing Alfred Scissily's 
well-known paintings. 
Walking through the Bowes 
Museum's glass doors, every 
one held their breaths in 
amazement. We were told 
that the devilish Phantom 
Claw had come to the 
museum and was stealing 
some famous paintings. All 
morning we searched for 
clues that led us one step 
closer to detecting him. At 
last we found a big box and 
inside was a note which read 
"You have managed to track 
me down but I will be back 
one day! Everyone cheered 
at the success of finding him 
and got to do whatever they 
wanted. Some people chose 
to draw, whilst others looked 
at sculptures and dressed up 
in Victorian dresses. 
 
Lunch was eaten in a quiet 
spot under a blossom tree, 
then we enjoyed a quick walk 
around the beautiful gardens. 
For the rest of this wonderful 
day we copied pictures and 
tried to draw trees. We all 
visited the silver swan and 
listened to it playing its old-
fashioned tune. Everybody 
was sad to go but 
unfortunately we had to. What 
a brilliant day! 
 
Kate Tomlinson, Year 6 

 

Worldwide Day 

Silver Swan (Bowes Museum) 

 
Kielder Water 
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The 2006 Trophy Trial 

 

THE BEAMISH IS BACK 

The Beamish Trophy Trial, a 
run of over 100 miles through 
the Northern Dales for 
motorcycles and three-
wheelers built before 1979 
has been run every 
September since the early 
1970’s.  
 
After a gap in 2007, the 
organisation has been picked 
up by the South Durham 
Section of the VMCC and will 
run again this year on 21st 
September 2008. 
 
Trial Secretary, Tom Norman, 
commented ‘The 
previous 
organisers, 
Durham Classic 
Motorcycle Club 
have done a 
fantastic job over 
the last 10 years.  
They will be a 
difficult act to 
follow, but with the 
help and support 
of DCMC we are 
determined to give 
it our all.’  
 
For more details 
see the website : 
www.beamishtt.c
om 
 

or contact Tom Norman at  
beamishtt@live.co.uk or 
phone 01429 280820. 
 
Editor’s note: 
 
The South Durham Section of 
the Vintage Motorcycle Club 
Ltd (VMCC) will hold, on 
Sunday 21st September 
2008, the 36th Beamish 
Trophy Trial for 
MOTORCYCLES, CYCLE 
CARS, & TRICYCLES 
manufactured before 1st 
January 1979.  
 
The start and finish of the 
Trial will be at The New 
Board Inn, Hill Top, Esh, Co. 
Durham.  
 
The first vehicle will leave at 
09.00am and the remainder 
will follow at one-minute 
intervals. The route consists 
of over one hundred miles of 
Northern Dales and is based 
on the Travers Trophy Trial of 
the 1920’s and a South 
Shields MC Trial of about 
1925. There are a number of 

testing hills, some of which 
are untarred.  
 
Entrant's knowledge of the 
Highway Code and motoring 
history will be tested en route.   
There will be a lunch stop of 
one hour at Allenheads 
 
The event is open to 
members of the VMCC only, 
who must produce their 
current membership card at 
the start.  Untaxed machines 
will not be allowed to start. 
Day membership is available 
for non-members at an 
additional fee of • 3 which 
must be paid with the entry 
fee. 
 
South Durham VMCC are 
committed to keeping the 
Trial going however VMCC 
rules mean that regrettably 
entries cannot be accepted 
for 4 wheelers. All other 
classes and trophies will be 
available as in previous 
years.  
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VILLAGERS CHOOSE 
THEIR MINING MEMORIAL 
AND LOCATION 

At the end of a very 
successful Mining and 
Memories exhibition weekend 
County Councillor Joe 
Armstrong announced the 
result of the ballot to decide 
the preferred option for a 
suitable memorial and 
location. And the winners 
were:- 
 
The memorial 
A miner’s figure statue and  
 
The Location  
Opposite the War Memorial in 
Front Street  
 
Whilst we have a couple of 
articles to follow on the event 
we can’t let the moment pass 
without a big thank you to 
Anne Suddick, the Secretary 
of the Langley Park Mining 
and Memories Group, for 
organising the event and 
making significant progress 
with this project. Her hard 
work has been greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Langley Park Mining And 
Memories Group 
 
The group were privileged to 
host a mining memorial 
weekend on 25th/27th April. 
This was to coincide with the 
first drawing of coals from 
Langley Park Colliery on 25th 
April 1875. The weekend was 
given a great start by the 
Langley Park Workmen’s 
Club holding a charity night 
on Friday 25th April where 
Two-way Street entertained 
all those who attended with 
finesse, vitality and 

excellence. In addition, it was 
noted with delight that they 
had performed for free to help 
raise money for a Langley 
Park Mining Memorial. 
 
On the 26th/27th April a Mining 
Exhibition was held at the 
Wood View Community 
Centre and in addition to the 
many photographs and 
memorabilia, Tom Lamb, 
mining artist from Craghead 
Colliery, displayed many of 
his mining paintings to great 
effect. In addition, Tom 
presented an original 
watercolour painting for the 
raffle drawn on 12th July 
2008. The winner was 
Maurice Saville. 
 
The group were very pleased 
to welcome the Durham Area 
and the Esh Winning Banners 
to the exhibition. Both of 
these magnificent banners 
created a welcome backdrop 
to the whole exhibition. 
 
The mining group also 
announced that three new 
booklets on the ‘Giving our 
Heritage a heart’ series had 
been produced. ‘A Bevin 

Boy’s Experience’, 
featuring an 
interview given by 
Bill Hitch to the 
Imperial War 
Museum; ‘Ponies at 
the pit’, information 
about the use of pit 
ponies in Langley 
Park and other 
collieries, featuring 
a children’s story 
‘The Pit Pony who 
Stood Still’ and ‘The 
Park and the Pit’, 
featuring the poems 
of Langley Park 

pitman poet, Joe Rayner. 
These will be available from 
Reay’s Newsagents and the 
Post Office. 
 
The result of the village votes 
were announced by 
Councillor Joe Armstrong. 
The village had voted for a 
public sculpture of a mining 
figure, to be placed on Front 
Street, opposite the War 
Memorial. All our efforts will 
now be used to raise 
awareness and funds for the 
creation of this sculpture. 
However, it was also 
announced that Tom Lamb 
and Fenwick Lawson ARCA, 
had offered to design the 
memorial, and further 
information will be given to 
the village as soon as 
possible. 
 
We are looking forward to a 
busy and productive period of 
raising money for what will 
potentially be an honourable 
and memorable tribute to the 
place that the colliery had in 
our village heritage. 
 
Shaun Meek (Chairman) 
 

 
Vicky Reay and Eileen Gordon help Anne 

Suddick to make the draw 
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Shaun Meek (Chairman) 
 
 
Once again Anne Suddick 
and friends delighted us all 
with this years free Mining 
Exhibition held in the Langley 
Park Woodview Community 
Centre on April 26th - 27th. 
 
This time there was an 
additional treat with a display 
of those simply wonderful 
coal mining paintings by Tom 
Lamb.   Tom and his wife 
visited the exhibition on April 
27th, and I was very 
privileged in being able to 
have a chat with this 
delightful man. 
 
Tom told me he was a coal 
miner at the Craghead pit for 
27 years, yet through those 
years his undoubted skill of 
sketching and painting came 
to light in those dark tunnels 
underground.   During those 
harsh and dangerous working 
conditions Tom made 
sketches of his workmates 
and the dramatic daily 

happenings, including the   
aftermath scenes of an 
accident, that were only too 
real down the pit.  Back home 
he worked those scenes into 
a striking oil painting that 
looked so realistic you could 
imagine being there. 
 
I asked Tom about one of his 
paintings showing a dark and 

dismal early morning scene of 
a small young man walking to 
the colliery and a tall bearded 
man raising a stick over his 
head.   Tom told me the 
young man in the painting 
was himself at the age of 15 
on his way to work along a 
dark country road at 2 a.m. 
 
Suddenly a tall bearded 
tramp, wearing a long coat 
tied with string, leapt out of 
the darkness waving a large 
stick shouting, ‘Give me your 
bait or I’ll whack you one’. 
Tom having no doubt that he 
could suffer serious injury 
with that stick decided to 
hand over his bait. There 
were a number of tramps in 
the area at that time who 
were said to come from the 
Annfield Plain coke ovens. 
Unfortunately just two weeks 
later Tom was threatened yet 
again by a tramp and had to 
hand over his bait, but this 
time he had come prepared 
with a spare bait, just in case. 
When the Craghead pit 
closed in 1969 Tom went to 

THE MINING EXHIBITION 

 
Joe Armstrong, Tom Lamb & Anne Suddick during Joe’s speech.  

 © Terry T. Chilton. 
 

 
Tom Lamb holding one of his paintings called  ‘Testing for Gas’  which 
he has generously donated to the Langley Park Mining Memorial Fund. 
   This valuable painting has been Raffled with the winning ticket drawn 

on July 12th. © Terry T. Chilton 
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work at the DLI Museum, 
near Durham County Hall, 
where he stayed for 24 
enjoyable years up to his 
retirement. 
 
At the Mining Exhibition 
Anne’s marvellous selection 
of photographs were once 
again of great interest, and 
around 4.30 p.m. we were 
asked to gather round as an 
announcement was about to 
be  made.   Durham County 
Councillor Joe Armstrong 
then made a much 
appreciated speech about the 
work that had gone into 
setting up the exhibition by 
Anne Suddick, Diane 
Campbell and others.  After 
which the results of a poll 
asking what type of Langley 
Park Mining Memorial should 
be erected and where to 
place it, was announced. 

The highest number of votes 
went for the sculpture of a 
miner, and that it should be 
placed in Front Street near 
the junction of Quebec Street.  

It was then announced that 
the highly respected sculptor 
Fenwick Lawson and the  
talented artist Tom Lamb, 
who knew each other as 
boys, would be hopefully 
working together to produce 
the Mining Memorial. 
 
So, at long last, after 33 
years since the Langley Park 
colliery closed, it is hoped 
that everything is now set 
fair for a Langley Park 
Mining Memorial.   Yet it 
must be said, that if this 
project goes ahead as 
planned, it has only been 
made possible due to the 
many long hours of hard 
work and total dedication by 
such people as Anne 
Suddick, Diane Campbell, 
Shaun Meek, and the Mining 
and Memories Group, who 
will be remembered, 
together with the sculptor 
and artist, for giving Langley 
Park its very own symbol of 
Coal Mining Heritage. 
 
Terry Chilton. 

 
The majority of Langley Park people who voted would like the Langley Park 

Mining Memorial to be placed in the above area.   © Terry T. Chilton. 
 

 
Dr. Fenwick Lawson ARCA, RIBA (Hon. Northern), D. Litt (Hon.) 

 © Robin Dale, 2000. 
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M A N C H E S T E R Y S H E W E V H 
A D R T G A N N F I E L D P L A I N 
N O R M G H W E S H W A N O T O N A 
O S E W S H A W E S O U T H M O O R 
T M I I D S C B R A N D O N F A R N 
S E M T C H T R A S K I M R H Y T G 
I A A T O W L A W A S H Q U E B E C 
R D H O N O U N N T T R I B B E S N 
C O R N S A Y C O L L I E R Y A S H 
A W U G E S F E F E E C R O U R O H 
S F D I T R I P A Y A Y U O R P O O 
A I W L T A R E S T E T A G D A E L 
C E R B R A N T C A T C H G A R A M 
R L R E T S E H C N A L A N C K O S 
I D A R O N G B R O O M W A H S U I 
S U I T L A N G L E Y M O O R O A D 
T E T E T U T E G N I N N I W H S E 
O C H E S T E R L E S T R E E T H E 
 

SEVENTY YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

Stuart Harris has compiled 
the following surrounding 
place names Wordgram just 
ring the answers. 

Words can be found 
horizontally, vertically and 
diagonally in any direction. 
 
Answers (25) in the 
November edition of Esh 
Leaves. 
 
 
We were sorry to learn of the 
death of one of our 
contributors, Ronald Dover. 
Ronald will be a big miss and 
we would like to extend our 
condolences to his family.  

The WRVS began its life as 
the WVS (Women’s Voluntary 
Services) in May 1938, 
recruiting women volunteers 
destines to aid the war effort 
on the Home Front.  Almost a 
million women served – 
feeding, clothing and 
sustaining a nation under 
siege:  241 WVS Members 
lost their lives through enemy 
action; another would die in a 

terrorist ambush during the 
Cyprus Emergency. 
The Service endured after the 
War and, in 1966, received 
regal recognition as the 
Women’s Royal Voluntary 

Service 
(WRVS).  The 
WRVS, which 
now numbers 
men and young 
people among 
its ranks, 
supports older 
people in home 
and community, 

provides 
emergency 

relief, works with 
the Forces – 
and maintains a 
highly visible 

and valued presence in our 
hospitals. 

Locally, the WRVS requires 
volunteers to staff its retail, 
gift, kiosk, and trolley shops 
at the University Hospital of 
North Durham (‘Dryburn’).   
  
For details and application 
forms, phone: Louise Spoors 
WRVS UHND Manager 
O191 333 2696 Or call at the 
Hospital WRAVS Shop. 
 
 A C Klottrup (a Quebec 
resident, who recently 
received a WRVS Long 
Service Award). 

The Goodwill Trip this year 
will be to South Shields on 
Monday 4th August 2008. 
Details from Amanda 
Hurworth on 07780777092. 

WORDGRAM 

RONALD DOVER 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 
 

Home Manager Sharon Smith 
 

22 bed Residential unit 
24 bedded EMI unit to cater for dementia clients 

 
Front street, Langley Park, Durham, County 

Durham, DH7 9YR 
 

Telephone: 01913735599 
Fax: 01913732674 

 
 
 

Olivers Tree Services Ltd   

Unit 3, Langley Park 
Industrial Estate, 
Witton Gilbert, 
Durham, 
DH7 6TX. 
 

Tel: 0191 3739771 
Fax: 0191 373 9772 

 

Email: 
info@oliverstreeservices.co.uk 
 

GOODWILL TRIP 
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The secret of a 
 beautiful lawn 

and it costs less than DIY! 
 

A healthier GREENER lawn 
in 4 easy steps. 

 

Costs from as little as 
£14.00 per application. 

 
|  FREEPHONE |  

 

0800 1695009 
 

 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

 
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

  
0191 373 3700 or 0191 370 0015 or 0191 386 3850 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 

Durham 
DH7 9SA 

 3 Front Street 
Pelton 

Chester Le Street 
DH2 1DB 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham 

DH1 2HX 
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk 

 

PARK FLOORING 
47c Front Street, Langley Park, Co. Durham DH7 9XB 

Tel:  0191 3739947 
 

CARPETS AND VINYLS FOR EVERY ROOM 
 

MEASURING AND FITTING SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
CONTRACT AND DOMESTIC FLOORING SPECIALISTS 

 

 

Count ry  St y le 
14 Quebec Street 

Langley Park 
Durham 

DH7 9XA 
 

Telephone: 
01913731733 or 01913731350 

 
Fruiter and Florist, Flowers 

for all Occasions. 
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N.J.C. WROUGHT IRON 
 

GATES ~ RAILINGS ~ HANDRAILS 
~ SECURITY GRILLES 

 

 LIGHT STEEL FABRICATION 
GATE REPAIRS AND 

ALTERATIONS LARGE OR SMALL 
 

 MOBILE WELDING SERVICE 
 

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Tel: 0191 3739714 OR 
 07763 457 542 

 

Tony Cam pbel l  
Da i rym an 

 

(Milk, Eggs, Pop, Cream, 
+Organic Milk) 

 

Door to Door deliveries 
 

23 Lilian Terrace 
Langley Park 

Durham 
DH7 9YF 

Tel:0191 3732825 

ALAN MADRELL 
COACH TOURS 

 
 

 

Aug 30th -Sept 6th Shanklin 
Isle of Wight £290 

Sept 22nd - 26th Autumn in 
the Highlands £185 

0191 3733145 
3 Ivy Terrace Langley Park 

Durham DH7 9XW 
 
 

 

 

 

  
SPAR Convenience Foodstore 

 

In store Bakery, Sandwiches, Hot & Cold Food 
Quality produce & Fresh Foods 

 

Off Licence, Newspapers & Magazines, Lottery, 
DVD Rental, Mobile Phone Top Up & 

 all utility bills can be paid. 
 

Special Offers throughout the Store 
 

Open 6am -10pm 7 days a week 
Telephone 01913731373 

 

 

C & C Campbell 
Plumbing & Heating 
Engineers 
 
 
 
Office: 0191 373 1313  
Craig: 07799 888 032  Gas in Safe 

Hands 
  

12480 

 

  

Mobile PC Engineer  
     

               No Call-out Charges 
                   Reasonable Rates 
                      Cisco Certified  

Repairs, Servicing, Upgrades, 
Diagnostics 

Who you Gonna Call? 
Crashbusters. 
0191 389 0900 
07855581013 

email: crashbusters@gmail.com 
www.crashbusters.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres 
Car Servicing, Repair, MOT preparation & now MOT 

Testing 
 

Bill Johnston 
Langley Park 0191 373 3501 

We don’t make a song and dance about our prices! 
 

FASTFIT 
TYRES 
LANGLEY 
 

 

FTL 
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DURHAM 
MAIZE MAZE 

 
Witton Hall Farm, Witton Gilbert 

(Just off the A691 Roundabout) 
www.durhammaze.co.uk 

Tel: 07762 868920 
 

Find your way through the Giant Maize Maze & collect 
clues on the Cryptic Quiz TrailGames and courtyard fun 

with adventure play area, pedal carts & more! 
 

Tickets cost: Adult £4.50; Child (3-15, under 3’s free) 
£3.50; OAP £4; Family (2 + 2) £15. Opens 19th July 
until 28th September (weekends only after 7th Sept)  

10am – 6pm (last entry 5pm) everyday.  
 

A GREAT FAMILY DAY OUT  
 COME IN AND GET LOST!  

 

  

 

 

LANGLEY CAR SALES 
 
We offer a large range of quality reliable used cars.  From 
small first time cars to MPV’S and executive type family 
cars.  If we don’t have what you’re looking for chances are 
we can obtain it for you due to extensive Motor Trade 
connections. 
 
Please contact either Richard or Peter on 07980690857 or 
07976776568 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

FRONT STREET 
ESH, DURHAM 
DH7 9QR 
 
TEL: 
01913731279 
 
EMAIL: 
crosskeys@wallnook.f9.co.uk 
 

♦ Home cooked meals served in all areas 
 

♦ Traditional music nights 
 

♦ Ideal for small parties 
 

♦ Host and hostess Barry and Jean 


