
 
A pre-school playgroup which 
has been developed with 
funding from the ‘Awards for 
All’ Lottery Fund, and through 
generous local donations, 
was officially launched at 
10.00am on Tuesday 16 
October 2007. The launch 
took place at the pre-school 
playgroup's new premises in 
Wood View, Langley Park.  
Sir Tom Cowie and his wife 
Lady Helen Cowie were 
invited to officially open the 
playgroup along with other 
invited members and Linda 
Evans, Marie Cassidy, 
Wendy Peers and Maureen 
Saville, the playgroup 
leaders.  
A number of children from 
Langley Park Primary School 
were also present at the 
event as the school was 
asked if they would take part 
in a competition to design a 
logo for the new Playgroup.   
Playgroup leaders chose 
Chloe Turnock aged nine 
years as the winner and Sir 
Tom Cowie presented a prize 
to Chloe at the ceremony.  
Langley Park Pre-school 
Playgroup was originally 
formed in April 1971 and ran 
for 34 years. It was forced to 

close in August 2005 
following an incident of 
vandalism at the youth 
centre, the former premises 
where it was held.   
When Health Visitors, Liz 
Thomas and Doreen Cothay 
from County Durham Primary 
Care Trust (PCT) heard that 
the Playgroup had been 
forced to close, they decided 
to form a Working Party in 
May 2006.  They invited 
Playgroup Leaders, Linda, 
Marie, Wendy and Maureen 
to join Wood View 
Community Centre members, 
local councillors, Miss 
Dorothy Brennan, head 
teacher at Langley Park 
Primary School, health visitor 
and Sure Start to meet and 
plan for the re-instatement of 
the Playgroup.  
Both Liz and Doreen are now 
members of the Playgroup 

committee which has been 
successful with Ofsted 
registration and a £7,204 
award from the ‘Awards for 
All’ Lottery Fund.  Added to 
the generous donations from 
local councillors and a local 
network grant, they now have 
over £13,000 in the bank.  
County Durham PCT Health 
Visitor, Liz Thomas, said: 
“Doreen and I are thrilled that 
our involvement has made a 
difference for the playgroup 
leaders and the children and 
families of Langley Park.   

“Play offers a wide range of 
physical, social and 
intellectual experiences and 
recognised in children’s early 
years as a major route to 
learning. Play also aids in the 
development of language, 
concentration, and tolerance 
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and enhances their ability to 
learn in a more formal setting 
within a classroom.  
“With these aims in mind the 
playgroup has created an 
area where children feel safe 
and welcome, where they can 
explore, learn and interact 
with each other so widening 
their social skills and network. 
“Re-launching the playgroup 
is a real bonus for the whole 
community.  It will prepare 
children for nursery, reinstate 
jobs for the playgroup leaders 
and support the local 
community centre. We are 
extremely grateful to the 
playgroup leaders for all their 
support in getting this project 
off the ground.” 
The Playgroup aims to offer 
three sessions a week for 
children aged two and half 
 
Pat Lawlor 

 
AT LAST! 
 

Langley 
Park Pre-

School 
Playgroup 
re-opened 

on Monday 
October 29th 

2007 at 9.15a.m. in Wood 
View Community Centre after 
a break of just over two 
years.  There are three 
sessions each week (in term 
time) on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday from 9.15a.m. 
– 11.45am.  The fee is £4.00 
per session.  We cater for 

children from two and a half 
years to school starting age. 
 
This has all been made 
possible because of the 
enthusiasm and 
determination of a working 
party formed in May 2006 by 
our local health visitors Liz 
Thomas and Doreen Cothay.  
The playgroup leaders, 
committee members from 
Wood View Community 
Centre, local Councillors, the 
head teacher of the Primary 
School and representatives 
from Sure Start were invited 
to join the working party 
which soon became the 
Langley Park Pre-School 
Playgroup Committee whose 
aim was to do whatever was 
needed to get the playgroup 
started again. 
 
As a result of several 
meetings, hours of 
discussions and much form 
filling our aim was achieved.  
Our Ofsted registration 
arrived on August 14th 2007 
and we were successful with 

grants from Awards For All 
Lottery Fund and Durham 
County Foundation Local 
Network Fund as well as 
generous donations from all 
our local Councillors.  We 
now have over £13,000 in our 
bank account to buy storage 
equipment, tables, chairs and 
pay for the hire of the room. 
The members of the 
committee are delighted to 
have achieved their aim of re-
opening the playgroup as this 
is a real bonus for the whole 
community, particularly the 
children and families of 
Langley Park and the 
surrounding area.  It will 
provide safe and satisfying 
play experiences by fully 
qualified leaders which will 
prepare the children for 
nursery.  It will also support 
the local Community Centre. 
 
Any parents wanting more 
information or to put a child’s 
name on the waiting list (no 
matter how young) please 
contact Linda Evans on 
07729828921. 

Langley Park Playgroup Leaders with the Children 

 

REPORT BY THE 
PLAYGROUP LEADER 
LANGLEY PARK PRE-
SCHOOL PLAYGROUP, 
LINDA EVANS 
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Finally a big thank you to 
Liz Thomas and Doreen 
Cathay for all their hard 
work on this project. 

Councillor Joe Armstrong and 
his wife Barbara welcomed 
people to our open day at 
Quebec and District Village Hall 
on Saturday 29th September 
2007 to commemorate 100 
years since the hall was built. 

Our village hall was built in 
1907 and began its life as a 
Drill Hall, and served during the 
war as a meeting place for our 
troops, after the war it was 
adopted by Seven Oaks Kent, 
and it was locally known as 
Seven Oaks Hall until 1976 
when finances were short we 
became Grant Aided by 
Durham County Council and 
changed the name to Quebec 
and District Village Hall 
Association as it is known today. 
A display of old photographs 
was much admired and brought 
back quite a few treasured 
memories. 
It was a delight to see Mary 
Brown and her two daughters 
Linda and Kathleen. Mary was 
secretary and caretaker for 
many years. The highlight of the 
day was a slide show of very old 
photographs of Quebec and 
surrounding areas given by Mr. 
Eric Stores. 
 
The day was voted a huge 
success in the village, local 
organizations and people of 
the village donated money 
and prizes for a very good 
raffle. 
 
Barbara Ainsley 
 

TRADING STANDARDS 
Saving for a Happy 
Christmas 
 
Durham County Council 
Trading Standards Service, 
expects that many residents 
will have begun their 
preparations for the festive 
period. The run up to 
Christmas, can be a costly 
time for the household 
budget. The Office of Fair 
Trading is running a long-
term consumer education 
campaign to help consumers 
decide how best to ensure 
they can afford to pay for 
Christmas. 
 
Following the collapse of the 
Farepak hamper company 
last year, the OFT was asked 
by HM Treasury to carry out 
an awareness programme to 
help consumers understand 
their options when saving for 
Christmas. 

 

I expect you have got this 
Christmas all sorted, but it is 
worth thinking about the 
different options for next 
year’s festive season, as 
thousands of those who lost 
money with the collapse of  
Farepak have still not 
received any compensation. 

If you want to put a bit of 
money away each week so 
that you'll have enough to get 
what you need at Christmas, 
there are quite a few options, 
says the Office of Fair 
Trading. 

100 YEARS OLD AND 
STILL GOING STRONG 
 

 
Quebec Village Hall 

NEWS FROM DURHAM 
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Some things to consider are 
whether you want to be able 
to stop yourself getting at 
your money before the run-up 
to Christmas. You might 
prefer vouchers to cash, so 
you aren’t tempted to spend it 
on something else.  Perhaps 
you want the money to be 
collected from your home. 

The main ways to save are: 

• Banks and building 
societies – you’ll 
always get interest, 
you can shop around 
for the best rates  - 
some also  have 
special Christmas 
schemes which  
discourage you from 
taking the money out 
too early!  Even if the 
bank or building 
society went bust there 
is an inbuilt 
compensation scheme 
- within certain limits. 

• Credit unions - you 
may get interest or a 
dividend, and the 
same compensations 
schemes apply.  

• Then there are 
Christmas clubs in 
local shops and 
supermarkets -  you 
can buy stamps with 
the supermarkets or 
use a local shop 
scheme such as a toy 
shop or butchers.  But 
if these shops were to 
close then you would 
probably lose your 
money.   

• And finally there are 
still Hamper schemes 
– most of the ones 
which are still running 
are working with the 
government to put 

protection in place to 
safeguard your money.  
If you are tempted to 
use this type of 
scheme do double 
check with the scheme 
and trading standards 
as to whether you are 
covered if the 
company ceased to 
trade.  

Comparisons charts of the 
different schemes and their 
do’s and don’ts can be found 
on the Consumer Direct 
website: 
www.consumerdirect.gov.uk  

If you have any problems with 
goods purchased in the run 
up to Christmas, Consumer 
Advice can be obtained form 
Consumer Direct North east 
on 08454 04 05 06. 

If your enquiry is complex or 
involves a breach of criminal 
legislation, it will be forwarded 
to us at Durham County 
Council Trading Standards 
Service for further 
investigation and assistance. 
 
LANGLEY PARK LIBRARY 
 
Christmas Coffee Morning 
10.00am – 12.00noon 
Tuesday 18th December 2007 
Story and Music Sessions for 
the Under 5’s 
2.00pm – 2.45pm every first 
and third Tuesday in the 
month with Liz Tavner.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When I first arrived in Langley 
Park I was very keen to find 
out about the local history.   I 
had an old map of the area 
dating back to around 1840, 
yet was surprised to find that 
Langley Park wasn’t even 
mentioned.  The only place 
names in that area were Wall 
Nook, Low Side and various 
farms such as Finings, High 
Finings and Underside.   Also 
clearly marked was the North 
Eastern Railway line with the 
river Browney meandering 
beside it, through what is 
known as, the Lanchester 
Valley. 
 
I was now even more curious! 
What prompted the building 
of a fairly large village in the 
middle of agricultural land in a 
valley surrounded by trees?  
A village that was obviously 
well planned with rows of 
terraced houses, Chapels, 
Churches, numerous Shops, 
Schools, a Public House, a 
Working Men’s Club, a 
Community Centre, and two 
Cinemas. 
 
On my first walk around the 
village it became obvious that 
this was a very self sufficient 
village with many well 
established shops that 
catered for just about 
anything you could possibly 
need, particularly the nicely 
designed Co-operative 
Society building with its array 
of shops embellished by a 
pleasingly designed ornate 
wood frontage. 
 
During my search for answers 
I discovered that the word 
Langley meant a long 

THE BIRTH OF LANGLEY 
PARK 

Esh Leaves 
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clearing in woodland, and 
historic writings clearly state 
this area was a beautiful 
wooded valley through which 
the river Browney flowed, and 
during the springtime it was 
transformed into a 
magnificent carpet of yellow 
daffodils, intermingled with 
bunches of white snowdrops 
and blue anemones.  It is said 
that, Lily of the Valley grew 
there in such abundance the 
whole valley was filled with its 
beautiful fragrance. 
 
Looking into the history of 
Langley Park the truth very 
quickly came to light as it 
became overwhelmingly 
obvious that the driving force 
behind the birth of this village 
was best described by one 
single word – Coal.  That 
black shiny stuff that was in 
such demand it made 
fortunes for some through the 
sweat and toil of thousands of 
mine workers struggling to 
keep up with Britain’s growing 
need for more power. 
 
Coal, converted into coke, 
delivered the intense heat 
required to produce the vast 
amounts of iron and steel that 
would be used to build our 
great railway network, and 
supply the largest 
shipbuilding industry in the 
world.   Indeed, during the 
late 1700’s and well into the 
1800’s all types of 
engineering surged forward at 
such a rate that Britain would 
be called ‘the workshop of the 
world’.  This, together with the 
development of railways 
during the early 1800’s saw 
an ever-increasing demand 
for coal.  
It was common knowledge 
that County Durham was 

sitting on vast coal reserves, 
and to satisfy this demand for 
coal many more mines were 
opened, and villages with 
only a few inhabitants were 
turned into small towns to 
house the continuous influx of 
men looking for work.   
Eventually the demand for 
coal outstripped productivity, 
and a ‘coal famine’ 
descended upon the nation, 
with the inevitable result of 
rocketing coal prices. 
In the early 1870’s interest 
turned to the Lanchester 
Valley in the search for more 
coal and mineshafts were 
sunk on a site just north of 
the railway line to the west of 
Wallnook.  This resulted in 
the opening of Langley Park 
colliery in 1875 on that very 
site.  It was also decided to 
build Beehive Coke Ovens 
beside the railway line to 
supply the Iron works.  (In 
1915 these were replaced by 
the more efficient Koppers 
Ovens) 
 
To get a feel of what it was 
really like living in Langley 
Park all those years ago I had 
a chat with some of the older 
generation who have lived in 

the village most of their lives, 
and I was told by everyone 
what a very different place 
Langley Park was in the days 
when the colliery was 
working.  They described the 
village as having a buzz 
about it.   Miners were known 
to collect in groups near the 
shops for a chat and have a 
friendly joke with passers by.   

Others would sit in front of the 
fence behind the War 
Memorial cheerfully passing 
the time of day with people on 
their way to the shops.  
Before the baths were 
installed at the colliery it was 
a familiar site to see groups 
of miners walking through the 
village fully kitted out with 
helmet and knee pads 
carrying their bait tin.  The 
broad smile on those faces 
blackened with coal dust said 
it all.  It was home time!   
Many of these men had very 
little to show for their hard 
work, but they did have a 

 
Langley Park Front Street shops (looking south) - (Circa 1920) 

(Many thanks to Mr. G. Nairn for use of photograph) 
 

 
 

This is probably the very last original 
old Langley Park blue enamel street  
sign on a house in Langley Street. 
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special comradeship and 
community spirit that was 
second to none.   Mining 
communities were well known 
for their caring and sharing, 
with neighbours always ready 
to support each other in times 
of trouble. 
 

The village also enjoyed 
many sporting pursuits such 
as cricket, bowls, football, 
handball (also called ‘Fives’), 
quoits and pigeon racing.  
There were two football 
teams called the ‘Hotspurs’ 
and ‘Welfare’.  An ex-miner 
told me the village also had a 
very lively interest in dog 
racing.  Many residents were 
so enthusiastic about this 
pursuit that a training track 
was ingeniously rigged up in 
an area next to the allotments 
near the river Browney.   The 
track was pegged out with 
posts stuck into the ground.  
Then a cord with a hairball 
fastened to it was passed 
around the posts leading up 
to an old upturned bicycle 
with no tyres.  The cord was 
then attached to the drive 
wheel and frantic turning of a 
pedal quickly had the hairball 
leaping up and down around 
the field with an excited pack 
of dogs hotly in pursuit. 
People who have lived in the 
village for most of their lives 
told me about their many 
happy memories during the 
colliery years and the village 
history that goes back to 
1875 when the first sods 
where being cut to lay 
foundations south of the 
railway line for the building of 
houses and shops that would 
herald the birth of Langley 
Park village, and the now 
familiar street names of 
Railway Street, Durham 

Street, Langley Street, 
Quebec Street and Front 
Street would very soon 
appear. 
 
This new village and its 
miners would go on to play a 
very important role in the 
British Industrial Revolution 
with the mining of millions of 
tons of that much in demand 
product, good quality coal. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
 

Well I'm afraid the time has 
come... I'm leaving for 
pastures new! 
 
I've been the PCSO for the 
Esh Ward for over 2 years 
and have enjoyed my time. 
Thank you to the Parish 
Council for their help and 
support and most importantly 
the local residents. I hope I've 
made a difference; I've 
certainly played my part in 

both house closures in 
Langley Park and hopefully 
solved the nuisance 
motorbike problems. 
  
PC Laws continues to cover 
the ward and can be 
contacted at Consett Police 
Office on 0845 60 60 365. 
  
Steve Brown 
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
As we can see, the dark 
nights are now upon so I 
believe that some extra crime 
prevention advice is needed.  
Whilst on patrol at around 
4pm, I always see numerous 
amounts of houses left in 
darkness.  Unfortunately, 
burglars will see these types 
of houses as an easy 
opportunity.  It will be an easy 
opportunity as they will know 
that no one is in the house!  
To prevent this type of crime 
happening, it is a good idea 
to have a timer light on in the 
living room and to make sure 
that it goes on in the 
afternoon.  This means that a 

 

Langley Park Front Street shops (looking north) - (Circa 1920) showing the 
popular Walter Willson Ltd grocery store on the right, and the Langley Park 
Hotel to the left, behind the horse and cart.   Also on the left are what look 

like miners’ on their day off taking a leisurely stroll through the village. 
(Many thanks to Mr. G. Nairn for use of photograph) 
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passer by will think that there 
is someone in the house.  
Other safety measures can 
include:- 

• Fitting a dusk till dawn 
light which comes on 
automatically when it 
gets dark. 

• Fit key operated 
window locks to the 
ground floor windows 
and others that are 
easily accessible. 

• Mark your property 
with your postcode and 
house number with a 
permanent marker.  
This will make 
identification easy for 
us! 

 
     Christmas is also fast 
approaching so many of us 
will now be buying presents 
and storing them in the 
house.  If you are buying any 
fancy electrical equipment, 
please don’t leave the empty 
packaging outside the house 
to be taken away.  You don’t 
want a passer by seeing that 
you have a lovely new 
television and DVD player!  
Try and dispose of the boxes 
in the recycling boxes so no 
one can see them. 
 
     Due to this time of year, 
there are always problems 
with anti social behaviour 
including the use of fireworks.  
If you do see any youths 
causing annoyance then 
please inform us immediately.  
However, it would be helpful 
for myself and other officers if 
you were able to tell the call 
takers some descriptions of 
the youths.  For example, 
what colour tops they are 
wearing, are they wearing a 
hat?  If you know their names 
then please let us know.  This 

means that when I am 
patrolling the area for the 
youths responsible, I may be 
able to identify them better 
due to the descriptions given 
by yourselves. 
 
     The weather is now 
becoming a more colder than 
what we like so it is important 
to make sure that our 
vehicles are kept in working 
order.  Make sure the tyres 
are the relevant tread and 
drive according to the road 
conditions.  If the weather 
becomes too bad then don’t 
go out! Also, any cyclists or 
runners amongst yourselves, 
please wear bright clothing 
when you are out and about.  
This is so other motorists can 
see you. 
 
If you need to discuss 
anything with myself then 
please do not hesitate to 
contact myself on:- 
 
0845 60 60 365. 
 
PC 1975 Jacklyn Laws. 
Langley Park/Esh Beat 
Officer 
 
Editor’s note 
We send our best wishes to 
Steve in his new job and 
welcome Jacklyn Laws to her 
new beat.  
 
This is proving to be a big 
year for not only has she 
become our Beat Officer but 
she was recently married to 
Shawn. 
 
Again our best wishes go to 
Jacklyn and lets hope her 
stay here will be a very quiet 
one!    

We now have not 1 but 4 
books on general sale on our 
local history. They are 
 
ESH LEAVES published by 
Esh Parish Council. Price 
£7.50 
 
A further 
reprint of the 
Drafts Upon 
the Memory 
of An Old 
Parishioner. 
Originally 
printed in 
1914 giving an interesting 
piece of County Durham 
history with an intriguing 
insight into village life during 
the early 1900's. 
Reprinted twice in 2002 this is 
another chance to own a 
copy of this popular book. 
Many local villages referred, 
particularly Esh village, 
Langley Park, Quebec, 
Satley, Lanchester, Bearpark 
and Witton Gilbert. 
 
Copies available to purchase 
from Esh, Esh Winning and 
Langley Park Post Offices 
and Ushaw College. 
 
LOOKING AT LANGLEY 
PARK published by John C. 
Foster 
 
A fascinating insight into the 
life and times of Langley Park 
from the 1930’s to the1960’s 
with some recollections from 
earlier, and more recent, 
times. 
 
Price £15 with £2.00 per copy 
donated by the author to 
Friends of Durham Hospitals 

NEEDING SOMETHING 
TO READ OVER THE 
CHRISTMAS PERIOD? 
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Copies available from 
Langley Park Post Office, 
Reays Newsagent, Durham 
Tourist Information Office and 
the author directly. Email 
john.foster@thetute.co.uk 
 
LANGLEY PARK 1900 – 
1914 “My Village 60 years 
ago”. A copy of a School 
Project written in the early 
70’s by Lynn Park (nee 
(Cooper). 
 
Booklet No 1 published by the 
Langley Park Mining and 
Memories Group. Price £3.00 
+ p&p 
 
This is the first in a series of 
booklets produced by the 
villagers of Langley Park to 
ensure that the heritage of 
the community can be 
preserved. 

TOMMY GARDNER. An 
insight to the thoughts and life 
of a Langley Park Miner.  
“IN MY DAD’S WORDS” by 
Mavis R. Gardner with Anne 
Suddick 
 
On the 32nd anniversary of 
the closure of Langley Park 
Colliery, (31st October 1975) 
one hundred years after the 
pit was opened in 1875, the 
Langley Park Mining and 
Memories Group have 
produced a booklet relating to 

the life and thoughts of local 
hero, Tommy Gardner. 
Tommy was born in 1911and 
died in 1999 and alongside 
Mr F P Agar was awarded the 
Daily Herald Heroism medal 
in 1947. The booklet has 
been produced following 
access to a tape transcript 
Tommy Gardner made for the 
Durham County Archives 
detailing his life in a mining 
village and his thoughts on 
the mining heritage of 
Langley Park. 
Tommy Gardner was a local 
union delegate for many 
years and took an active part 
in life in the village. This 
booklet is a tribute Tommy 
and the men he worked with 
at Langley Park Colliery. 
Booklet No 2 published by the 
Langley Park Mining and 
Memories Group. Price £4.00 
+ p&p  
 
All proceeds from the sale of 
Langley Park Mining and 
Memories Group booklets will 
go to the Langley Park 
Memorial Fund.  More about 
the proposed site and type 
of Mining Memorial in the next 
Esh Leaves. 
 
Copies of the last 2 books 
mentioned can be purchased 
from Reays Newsagent,  
Londis and the Post Office in 
Langley Park. 

INTERNATIONAL WALK TO 
SCHOOL MONTH 
 
The Children at Langley Park 
Primary School took part in 
International Walk to School 
Month. The International 
Walk to School campaign 
raises awareness of the 
benefits that walking to 
school brings, such as health 
and fitness, the importance of 
green travel, congestion free 
school gates and social 
interaction. 
 
The month of October was 
dedicated to walking to 
school with a walking bus 
each Friday of the month.  
Children and parents took 
part in the walking bus with 
everyone having fun on the 
journey to school. 

TANYA VICKERS AWARD 

 

 

NEWS FROM LANGLEY 
PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

 

Amiee Nicholas, winner 
 of this year’s Tanya  

Vickers Award 
 

 
International Walk to School Month 
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 PLAY IN A DAY 
 
The pupils of Langley Park 
Primary School recently 
enjoyed performing 'a play in 
a day' with Lisa from the Lynx 
Theatre Company. 

The buildings of Ushaw have 
expanded over the past two 
hundred years to cater for the 
changing needs of the 
College, and in their 
development notable 
architects have worked here, 
leaving us with a rich heritage 
of buildings and estate which 
is becoming an increasing 
asset to the local area, and to 
residents and visitors to our 
Seminary and Conference 
Centre. 
 
The original buildings of 
Ushaw were limited to a large 
and traditional Georgian 
country house, set out around 
a central quadrangle. They 
were built by local craftsmen 
to the design of James Taylor 
of Islington, London, who had 
designed a similar building for 
our sister College of St. 
Edmunds, Ware, in 
Hertfordshire. The original 
building at Ushaw remained 
largely unchanged until the 
1840’s, when the President at 
the time, Monsignor Charles 
Newsham, began a 
programme of building work 
which was to transform 
Ushaw. He sought the 
services of Augustus Welby 
Pugin, one of the most 
prominent architects of the 
Gothic Revival style which 
was rapidly gaining fashion. 
There was considerable 
opposition to Pugin’s style of 

work within the Catholic 
church: some saw his 
architecture as too outlandish 
and decorative, and also too 
expensive, but Newsham 
persisted in his wish and 
commissioned Pugin first to 
reconstruct the refectory at 
Ushaw, and then to provide a 
new chapel which was 
completed in 1844 and Later 
in the 1840’s Pugin began a 
series of further small 
chapels, and other 
improvements to the 
buildings. Pugin lived only 40 

years, but his output was 
prodigious, with dozens of 
significant ecclesiastical and 
major public buildings, 
including much work at the 
Palace of Westminster. He 
worked in close collaboration 
with manufacturers of 
furniture, stained glass, and 
metalwork, notably Hardman 
and Minton in the midlands. 
He employed master 
craftsmen to supervise his 
projects, as he could not 
possibly have overseen the 
detail work in all the buildings 
he designed. 
 
Newsham’s plans for Ushaw 
that were developed with 
Pugin extended beyond the 
lifetime of them both. 
Augustus Pugin died in 1853: 
it is said that he worked 
himself to death in an attempt 
to maintain the huge output 
he had undertaken. He was 
replaced at Ushaw by his 
son, Edward, who began at 
the age of 18 by completing 
his father’s chapel to St 
Joseph and the Oratory.  He 
went on to design the Junior 
Seminary (completed in 

USHAW COLLEGE: VISION 
AND ARCHITECTS 

 
Interior of St. Cuthberts Chapel 

 
Some of the pupils involved in a play in a day at 

Langley Park Primary School 
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1859), some additional 
chapels and cloisters, and 
interior furniture and fitments 
which remain to the present 
day. Other architects won 
significant contracts here in 
the 1850’s, including Joseph 
and Charles Hansom, who 
built the Library and the 
Home Farm, both in 1851-2.  
Newsham died in 1856, but 
by then most of his vision for 
the College had been 
realised. 

The 1870’s were a period of 
relative quiet, but in 1879 
discussions began about the 
Chapel of St Cuthbert, which 
was no longer large enough 
for the growing community. 
Various solutions were 
proposed, including the 
extension of the existing 
chapel, but it was decided in 
1880 to completely take down 
the chapel built by A W 
Pugin, and rebuild to twice 
the size. This work was 
undertaken by the firm of 
Dunn and Hansom, wherever 
possible using the structure, 
stained glass, metalwork, and 
furnishing from the original. 

The result was something of 
an amalgamation of styles, 
but not a compromise: the 
chapel is an architectural 
highlight in its own right and, 
apart from subsequent 
redecoration, remains largely 
unchanged to the present 
day. In one of these 
decorations, there was the 
introduction of an “Arts and 
Crafts” feel to part of the 
decoration by Joseph 
Bentley.   
The connection with the 
Pugin family continued, with 
additions to the buildings by 
Peter Paul Pugin and 
Sebastian Pugin-Powell 
continuing right through until 
the 1930’s. As the College 
grew, various extensions 
were made to the original 
house, with the addition of a 
floor to the south front, and 
two floors to the west side to 
give more accommodation for 
staff and students. The final 
connection with the Pugins 
was the design of a new wing 
now known as St Bede’s, built 
in 1933 and now part of our 
conference facilities. 
 
The vision of Newsham and 
successive Presidents of 
Ushaw, the Pugin family and 
other proponents of the 
Gothic revival style, notably 
Joseph and Charles Hansom, 
gave a sense of continuity 
and collected architectural 
style to the buildings and 
landscape setting which give 
Ushaw its distinctive and 
special nature.  They are 
further connected by 
consistent standards of 
construction and 
craftsmanship, with the base 
material always the local 
stone from the quarry at Hill 
Top. Some of the buildings 

have been sympathetically 
converted to more modern 
use, and there are plans for 
further enhancement and 
reuse of others. Many of the 
buildings are listed, protecting 
them from inappropriate 
alteration, and we hope to 
ensure their preservation and 
proper use in the future. 
 
During the celebrations of our 
Bicentenary in 2008, there 
will be a programme of 
exhibitions and events which 
we hope will attract many 
visitors.  It will include guided 
tours, and we would 
especially like to welcome 
people the local community to 
the College. Information is 
now available on our website: 
www.ushaw.ac.uk If you 
would like to receive 
information directly about the 
bicentenary, please send us 
an email to 
bicentenary@ushaw.ac.uk 

Christmas Dinner Night. 
Tuesday 4th December 2007 
at 6.00pm. £7.50 PER 
TICKET. 4 Course Meal. 
Raffle. Raffle. Quiz. All 
monies raised to Welfare 
Fund. For further information 
telephone 01913735599 
 
Editor’s note 
 
Congratulations to Southern 
Cross staff for receiving the 
Bouquets of the Week from 
the Northern Echo. They 
were nominated by Winnie 
Wilson from Langley Park for 
the affectionate care the staff 

 
Design for Stained Glass 

Window, Edward Pugin 1853 

SOUTHERN CROSS 
CARE HOME LANGLEY 
PARK  
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give to residents who are 
encouraged to participate in 
various handicrafts and are 
provided with entertainment. 
In addition the local clergy 
conduct short services on a 
regular basis in the Home. 
Well done the Southern 
Cross.   

Press Releases received 
from Pat Lawlor 
Communications Assistant  
 
‘DON’T FORGET YOUR 
JAB’ IS PCT’S MESSAGE IN 
FIGHT AGAINST ‘FLU 
 
As the annual national flu 
immunisation campaign gets 
underway, residents across 
County Durham aged 65 and 
over, and those who are most 
‘at risk’, are being urged to 
take up the ‘FREE’ flu jab.  
 
In 2006 national figures 
reveal that nearly 6 out of 10 
people at risk under the age 
of 65 did not take advantage 
of the jab. 
 
Everyone aged 65 or over 
should get the flu jab or if 
they have any of the 
following: 
 

• A serious heart or 
respiratory condition 

• Diabetes 
• Suffer from asthma 
• Kidney or liver disease 
• Impaired immunity 

system due to disease 
or treatment 

 
Flu can be a very serious 
illness and can sometimes 
cause death, especially in the 

vulnerable and particularly 
the very young or old.  
 
Flu outbreaks usually last for 
around six to eight weeks and 
usually start in December, or 
January, this is why it is 
important to get the 
vaccination now.   
 
Tony Walsh, County Durham 
PCT’s Flu Co-ordinator, said: 
"Lots of people think that 
having a heavy cold is having 
the ‘flu, but it is not, ‘flu is 
much more serious than a 
cold. It gives you fevers, 
chills, extreme fatigue and 
aching muscles, as well as 
the more cold-like symptoms 
of sore throats and runny 
noses, and tends to last for 
up to two weeks.   
 
“Flu is a nasty experience for 
all of us, for those at risk or 
aged 65 and over it can lead 
to more serious illnesses 
such as bronchitis or 
pneumonia which may 
require hospitalisation. 
 
“I myself have asthma and I 
want to avoid any risk of 
getting flu so I get my free flu 

jab every year. It’s really 
important for people like me 
who have identified medical 
conditions to get the jab. 
 
"We are urging those at risk 
to get a 'flu jab now. The 
influenza virus is always 
changing, so last year’s 
vaccine won’t protect you. 
 
”The vaccination only takes a 
minute and is safe, effective, 
and will protect you for 12 
months.  Anyone who has not 
yet had the jab or made 
arrangements to have it, 
should contact their doctor’s 
surgery." 
 
For further information on this 
press release please contact 
Pat Lawlor, communications 
assistant on 0191 333 3003. 

 
Southern Cross Care Home, Langley Park 

 

 
Free Flu Jab 
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WHAT’S ON  
 

SHOPPING TOURS TO 
HELP PEOPLE WITH 
DIABETES  
 
People with diabetes are 
being invited to participate in 
special guided supermarket 
tours.  
 
The aims of the tours will help 
people with diabetes manage 
their condition successfully 
and to highlight what to look 
for on supermarket 
packaging.  
 
The tours will be run by the 
community dieticians from 
County Durham PCT on a 
rotational basis once a month 
at the Asda store in Stanley 
and Tesco in Consett at 
various dates throughout the 
year.  
  
The tours operate on a 
booked referral system and 
there are 10 places (two 
groups of five) for each 
planned tour. Anyone wanting 
to book a place on the store 
tours or wanting to find out 
when the next tour will take 
place can contact the 
diabetes dieticians team on 
01207 584349.  
 
Two community dieticians will 
be on hand at the events with 
a number of recipe ideas and 
people will be given a chance 
at the end of the tours to ask 
questions about any concerns 
they may have regarding their 
condition.  
 
Christine McIvor, community 
dietician, said: “Healthy 
eating plays a crucial role in 
good diabetes control for the 
1.4 million people in the UK 
diagnosed with the condition.  

“Although people with 
diabetes should eat a healthy, 
balanced diet, the wide 
choice of products on store 
shelves can be confusing. 
The tours are designed to 
help people with diabetes to 
know what to look for when 
choosing their weekly shop.”  

 
I am researching my family 
tree and I wondered if you 
had any records of a family 
that lived in Esh from about 
1880 to 1892 before moving 
to Langley Park. Their names 
were John and Mary 
Williams. John was my 1st 
cousin twice removed, and he 
was a coalminer. He had one 
daughter, Sarah Wales 
Williams before he married 
Mary Maddison, and they had 
6 more children, two in Esh 
and 4 in Langley Park.  They 
lived on Quebec Street. 
Your help would be very 
much appreciated. 
 
Annie White 
Australia 
 
Editor’s note 

Please email me at 
editor@langley-park.org.uk 
with any information and I will 
pass this on to Annie 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY CENTRES 
 
Wood View 
Tel 01913731876 

Monday 
Play Group 9:15am – 
11:45am – Term Time 
Bingo      7.30pm – 8.45pm 
Bar     7.30pm – 11.00pm 
Aerobics  
7.00pm – 8.00pm   Monthly 
 
Tuesday 
Beetle Drive 
7.00pm – 9.00pm  Weekly 
Aerobics   7.00pm – 8.00pm 
 
Wednesday  
Play Group 9:15am – 
11:45am – Term Time 
Bingo-Bar 
7.30pm – 11.00pm  
 
Thursday 
Play Group 9:15am – 
11:45am – Term Time 
Legs & Co     
Gentle Exercise  
11.30am – 1.00pm 
Karate Club  
7.00pm – 8.30pm 
 
Friday 
Age Concern 
Meals 11.30am – 1.00pm 
Sequence Dancing 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 

FAMILY HISTORY 

 
Wood View Community Centre 

© Ken Hoggart & John C. Foster 

Submit articles for the 
March 2008 edition to: 

 

The Editor, 8 Long Garth, 
Durham City, DH1 4HJ  

or email  
 

editor@langley-park.org.uk 
 

or leave at Esh or Langley 
Park Post Office by 31 

January 2008 
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Film Night  
7.00pm – 10.00pm   Monthly 
Family Night 
7.30pm – 11.00pm   Monthly 
 
Saturday 
Bingo 
7.00pm – 8.00pm 
Dancing-Bar  
8.15pm – 11.00pm 
 
Church Street Community 
Centre 
 
Every Day  
Snooker 
Table Bowls 
Pool 1.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Wednesday 
Dog  
Training 8.00pm – 9.00pm 
 
I.T. Suite 
Monday 2-4pm 
Wednesday 2-4pm 
Friday  5-7pm 
 
CHURCH SERVICES  
 
All Saints Langley Park 
Sunday 23rd December: 6pm 
Children's Christmas 
Christingle Service. 
Christmas Eve: 8pm 
Christmas Eucharist with 
Carols 
  
St. Michael & All Angels 
Esh 
Friday 21st December: 7pm 
Village Carol Service 
Christmas Eve: 8pm 
Christmas Eucharist with 
Carols 
Christmas Day: 10am Family 
Eucharist with Carols 
  
St. John The Baptist 
Quebec 
Christmas Eve: 11.30pm 
Midnight Communion with 
Carols 

 All welcome.  
Wishing you a Merry 
Christmas 
 
ST. JOSEPHS LANGLEY 
PARK 
Dec. 24th at 5pm Vigil Mass 
 
ST. MICHAELS ESH 
Dec. 24th at 11:30pm  
Mass through Midnight 
 
Carol Singing 
 
Friday Dec 21st at 7:00pm. 
Hopefully starting round the 
tree and finishing in the C of 
E Church followed by mince 
pies and mulled wine. 
Everyone welcome - an 
opportunity for the village to 
get together. 
 
News From Langley Park 
Baptist Church 
 
As part of our annual 
programme of events we held 
our Holiday Bible Club in the 
third week in August. 
Although it is advertised for 6-
10 years old, a few who were 
outside this age limit 
managed to swell the 
numbers to an average of 
around 23 children in 
attendance. Very few were 
new to the Club - most had 
been two or three times in the 
past. Months before the Club 
children were asking when it 
would be held, which is a 
good recommendation. 
Children of several religious 
backgrounds went to make 
up the number, as ever, and 
we were glad to see them all.  
Over five mornings the 
children met together for 
games, crafts and quizzes 
and a Bible story which all 
added up to a great deal of 
fun. This year’s story ran over 

the five days and was a 
summary of the story of the 
Bible - from Creation to the 
promise of Christ’s return to 
earth. The Prize-giving on the 
last day is always attended by 
some grown-up relatives 
eager to hear the children 
sing the club song, and 
receive their prizes. The 
winning team all received a 
winner’s medal. 
Our work with children 
continues beyond the Club 
with our weekly Sunday Bible 
Club for children at 11:00 
a.m. It is held in our church 
hall and all new starters are 
welcome at any time of the 
year. 
Our church activities do not 
stop with the children, of 
course, and we were pleased 
to welcome 35 people to our 
Harvest Supper. The speaker 
was the young minister of 
Geneva Road Baptist Church 
in Darlington. It was not his 
first visit and he was warmly 
received by those who came 
to listen. As usual the ladies 
of the church put on a 
wonderful buffert-supper of 
home-made sweet and 
savoury items - A moment on 
the lips, a lifetime on the hips! 
Now that the nights are long 
we are reminded that the 
Christmas celebrations are on 
the horizon. Once again we 
are planning a Christmas 
Family Tea on Saturday 15th 
December as well as our 
Carols Around the Tree on 
Sunday 23rd December at 
6:00 p.m., to which all are 
warmly invited.  
As part of our work in the 
community we pray for the 
people of the village on a 
regular basis. We welcome 
requests for prayer from 
anyone. Anonymity is 
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preserved where this is 
desired. In this way we hope 
to support all those who are 
in any sort of need.  
Our regular Sunday services 
are also open to all and we 
would love to see any one 
who wishes to come and see 
what we are all about. You 
will be made to feel welcome. 
 
Rev. A. Brunton, Minister,  
Langley Park Baptist Church 
Tel: (0191) 371 0296 

 
For the third year running the 
sports fields at Langley Park 
Sports and Social club were 
alive to the sound of sport 
and the chatter of local 
children. With the support of 
the Parish Council and 
donations from Councillors 
Harry Guildford, Gordon 
Coulson and Joe Armstrong, 
fees were kept at a minimum 
and allowed the weeks 
coaching, games and 
activities to take place. The 
lead up to the week had seen 
some of the worst summer 
weather for over a decade 
and may have been the 
reason behind the lower 
turnout this year. However by 
Monday the 6th August 52 
children were signed up. 
Once again Simply Sport 
provided the coaching skills 
for the event organised by 
John Turnock from the 
Langley Park Sunderland 
Supporters. Each day saw a 
similar feature mornings were 
taken up with coaching skills 
aimed at developing hand 
eye co-ordination and team 
work, the afternoons were set 
aside for games and more 
competitive activities. The 

weather remained clear 
and fine for the week 
and a number of people 
(mainly parents) asked 
that a second week be 
provided. Friday 
afternoon was again an 
early finish with every 
child who attended 
receiving a boot/shoe 
bag. This is the third 
successful year with 

thanks to the Sports and 
Social club for the use of 
the facilities and hopefully 
there will be more ahead but 
it may be that many people 
will look to see when the 
courses take place as it 
appears that good weather is 
guaranteed. 
 
John Turnock 

Langley Park Neighbourhood 
Office closed as an office for 
Derwentside Homes on 
Monday 24th September 
2007.  
 
General Enquiries and 
payments can be made by 
telephoning 08458 505 600 
and to report repairs, please 
telephone 0800 783 9295. 

Rent and Council Tax 
payments can still be made at 
the Council Offices at Front 
Street Stanley or Consett 
Civic Centre, and can still be 
made at any Pay Point outlet 
using the Pay Point card.  
 
Derwentside Homes has also 
had some success in tackling 
anti social behaviour by 
working with residents and 
the police to enforce a 
"crackhouse closure" on a 
property in Langley Park and 
evicting a family causing 
nuisance and distress to their 
neighbours.  
 
We hope to build on this 
success by the creation of a 
Tenancy Enforcement Team 
through the restructuring of 
Housing Services, to combat 

 

Langley Park Sports Week 2007 

LANGLEY PARK 
SPORTS WEEK 2007 
 

 

DERWENTSIDE HOMES 
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instances of anti social 
behaviour throughout the 
District. Please do not 
hesitate to report any 
problems to this team via 
Customer Services on the 
above number.  
 
Bryan Walker 
Housing Advice Officer 
08458 505 600 
b.walker@derwentsidehomes
.co.uk   

 
Last year I was saying how 
few jays I’d ever seen and 
then this year I’ve seen them 
frequently.   They belong to 
the crow family, with which I 
have a distinct love-hate 
relationship. 
 
On the one hand, they are 
extraordinarily intelligent 
birds:  rooks learn ways of 
using human wastefulness, 
such as coping with black 
plastic bags of food waste, 
and then teach each other the 
methods that they have 
learnt:  jackdaws have very 
complicated social lives and 
ways of communicating (as 
lovingly documented by 
Konrad Lorenz). 
 
On the other hand, they have 
some (to us) horrible eating 

habits.  Magpies, jackdaws 
and jays all not only eat the 
eggs of other species but also 
their chicks.   The two pairs of 
magpies nesting in the holly 
bush bring up three clutches 
a year of 5-7 chicks resulting, 
by the end of the summer, in 
a local population of around 
35 magpies which wreak 
havoc on the small birds.   
Hardly any of the nests in the 
hedges near us ever survive.   
At least the swallows in the 
stable seem to have foiled 
them by putting their nests in 
inaccessible roof spaces 
(though once, many years 
ago, my cat managed to 
climb up the doorpost and get 
a paw into the nest). 
 
I go through phases with my 
free-range hens when most, 
or even all, the eggs are 
eaten by jackdaws. It is very 
frustrating that anywhere a 
hen can go to lay, a jackdaw 

can get in to steal the 
egg.  At one stage, every 
time a hen started to 
cackle to announce that 
she’d laid, I used to rush 
to get the egg and often 
found that the jackdaws 
had beaten me to it, 
even before she’d left 

the nest, and there was 

nothing left but an empty 
shell. 
 
Even worse, for some years I 
had a broody hen which 
lovingly hatched and reared 
several clutches of ducklings 
annually. Now, ducks and 
hens have different instincts 
when it comes to what to do 
in the face of danger. Hens 
crouch down and call the 
chicks to them.   The chicks 
then rush to their mum and 
hide under her wings. 
Ducklings quickly gather into 
a clump and mum runs to 
them to cover them safely. 
Unfortunately, the best of 
broody hens, shouting a 
warning to her ducklings, is 
quite unable to protect them 
from magpies. These birds 
are also much quicker than 
me and I’ve seen far too 
many ducklings snatched up 
and flown off with. 
 
This year, driving around the 
single track roads of central 
Northumberland, I’ve seen a 
wide variety of birds. The 
fieldfares are already back for 
the winter in large flocks and 
there are also good numbers 
of lapwings. I think that the 
various agricultural 
stewardship schemes must 
be having a good effect 

 
The former Neighbourhood Office, Langley Park 

ALISON’S WILDLIFE 
CORNER  
 

 
A Jay © Cliff Buckton 
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because there do seem to be 
more than in recent years. 
There are curlew, snipe and 
oystercatchers around and 
distinctive enough to identify 
while driving past (I wish I 
had time to be walking!). I 
pulled up at a gate 
(Northumbrian farmers seem 
to love gated roads) to open it 
and realised that there was a 
heron sitting on it. I sat and 
watched for some minutes 
before it flapped clumsily 
down into the beck beside the 
road.  A few days later, I 
came across two buzzards 
eating a dead rabbit on 
another moorland road and 
again just stopped the car 
and enjoyed close 
observation from about 15 
feet away until they were full 
of their meal and gently lifted 
up the wind to stand on 
nearby fenceposts. I had not 
realised just how big they are, 
only previously seeing them 
soaring in the sky quite far 
away. 
 
ALISON 

 
Dear Editor, 
 
I’m writing to ask if you would 
be so kind as to publish this 
letter on behalf of the 
Goodwill Association and the 
Senior Citizens of Langley 
Park. 
 
My name is Amanda 
Herworth and as many of you 
will know along with my Mam 
Esther Jones, Wendy Jones, 
Terry Herworth we run the 
Goodwill Association.  We 
raise money to take the 

senior citizens of Langley 
Park to Shields for their 
annual trip, this charity has 
run for many years up until 
two years ago this was 
organized by my dad, who 
sadly passed away. 
 
This year the buses left 
Langley Park on the 6th 
August at 10.30a.m. and 
returned at 5.30p.m.  All who 
went had a wonderful day, 
the weather was nice and a 
lot of our senior citizens never 
get out of Langley Park only 
this one day a year. 
 
It makes our job so 
worthwhile and rewarding just 
to see all the happy faces on 
that day.  It makes us so 
proud to be able to say we 
made this day possible. 
 
I would like to thank everyone 
who supports us and helps us 
to carry on, because without 
your donations and things this 
day would not happen. 
 
I would like to wish Bob Smith 
a happy retirement and to 

thank him on behalf of the 
Goodwill Association and the 
senior citizens of Langley 
Park for his many years of 
donations and services. 
 
Thank you Bob. 
 
And everyone else who helps 
fund this day. 
 
A. Herworth 
Secretary 

A Saturday morning in 
September, and I sit down 
with my cup of coffee (more 
about that later) to read the 
Guardian weekend magazine. 
I’m quite excited when I see a 
photograph of Langley Park, 
taken from the road along the 
top to Esh, in winter, with 
snow on the ground. I can 
even see my house! Then I 
start to read the article … 
 
It’s based on a book of 
photographs and interviews 
with “Gary’s Friends” - drug 

GOODWILL ASSOCIATION 
SUMMER OUTING 2007 

 
Goodwill Association Summer Outing (2006) 

IS LANGLEY PARK DIRE? 
NEVER!! 
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addicts, alcoholics, people 
who have been to prison - 
none in the article are from 
Langley Park, but maybe 
some people in the book are. 
The only mention of Langley 
Park, apart from the 
photograph is that places like 
New Brancepeth, Bearpark 
and Langley Park are “dire”. 
The theme of the article is the 
problems that people living in 
Durham villages have – 
broken homes, depression, 
drug abuse etc – and it links 
these problems to the closure 
of the pits after the miners’ 
strike. 
 
By now my blood is boiling 
and I fire off a letter to the 
editor on behalf of the Parish 
Council. I have an old book of 
Durham, published thirty 
years ago and I say that the 
description in the book is 
pretty much the same as in 
the article, but point out that 
things have moved on. 
 
Local resident Karenza 
Passmore is similarly 
incensed and composes 
another letter. She says that 
the interviews are specific 
and limited, and that she likes 
where she lives, she likes the 
people and she likes the land. 
 
Both letters were published 
so at least we were able to 
defend Langley Park, though 
I fear the damage had 
already been done. 
 
Oh and the coffee? 
Apparently Gary and his 
friends have very strange 
views about people who drink 
coffee. 
To see the letters and original 
article go to the Guardian 
website 

www.guardian.co.uk, then 
search for “Langley Park” 
 
Chris Bloor Vice-Chair, Esh 
Parish Council 

Again we have had a mixed 
year in the league. After 
losing some senior players 
the First and Second teams 
finished bottom and second 
bottom of their respective 
leagues. Our Junior Teams 
fared much better with the 
under 18s finishing in the top 
four, the under 15s in the top 
three and the under 13s 
finishing TOP of their group.   
 
Although we had a poor year 
we had a senior in the top ten 
bowling averages for the 
league, Simon Huscroft, with 
an average of 21.55 and the 
same player was in the top 
five for catches.  We also had 
five juniors called up to play 
for the league they were Joe 
Long and Dagan Stebbings 
for under 13s Gareth Brixton 

and Chris Winn for under 15s 
and Jamie Winn for under 
18s.  In the under 15s league 
we have three players in the 
top ten Bowling averages, 
Chris Winn who won the 
league, Gareth Brixton who 
was second and J. Watkins in 
eighth place and after looking 
at the record books - we think 
it is a new record.   
 
As in previous years we will 
be holding a presentation 
night very soon and a 
Christmas Fayre on 
December 9th - everyone is 
welcome.   We will also be 
starting practice nets at 
Fyndoune again in February.  
We now have four assistant 
coaches and one fully 
qualified coach, anyone who 
would like to play cricket 
please come along or phone 
Tom Huscroft on 0191 
3733033 for further 
information. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Photograph of Langley Park similar to the one in the Guardian 

LANGLEY PARK 
CRICKETERS 
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A Good Day Out 
 
A car boot sale is a good day 
out 
Fresh air and exercise 
That’s what it’s all about 
Up and down the aisles you 
go 
Bit like dancing 
Quick, quick, slow 
Bound to be something 
To catch your eye 
Keep a look out 
For a good buy 
Pots and pans cups and 
dishes 
Fish tanks for tropical fishes 
Prams and pushchairs 
Loads of toys 
Lovely clothes for girls and 
boys 
Hundreds of videos and 
DVDs 
Pads of gardening for your 
knees 
A stall for books of every kind 
You might just see one 
With someone in mind 
Crystal glassware really nice 
Talk to the seller for the right 
price 
Ice cream van and tasty chips 
Hotdog and burgers 
Forget your hips 
If you need a cycle or even a 
scooter 
There’s usually one there 
With a nice loud hooter 
Well I don’t know about you 
But I’m nearly all in 
So I’m heading off home 
To throw stuff in the bin 
To make room for the 
bargains 
Well you just can’t win. 
 
Here Comes Santa 
 
He’s a real jolly man 
With a big fat belly 

And when he laughs 
He shakes like a jelly 
A snow white beard  
And a bright red suit 
He’s in his sleigh 
Planning his route 
The reindeers been fed 
The kids are in bed 
It’s time to deliver 
Presents and toys 
To good girls and boys 
Filling the stockings 
Drinking the wine 
Wishing everyone a jolly good 
time 
 
Editor’s note 
 
Once again our thanks go to 
Betty and our belated 
congratulations on the 
occasion of her 80th birthday. 

CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS 
 
The Parish Council has once 
again agreed to provide 
Christmas trees in Esh, 
Langley Park and Quebec. It 
is intended to install the trees 
and for Durham County 
Cricketer Will Gidman to turn 
on the lights on Thursday 29th 
November 2007 in Langley 
Park. The lights for Esh and 
Quebec are due to go on the 
next day. 
 
Pupils from Langley Park 
Primary School will once 
again be painting seasonal 
murals to attach to the 
fencing around the Langley 
Park tree and Durham County 
Council, Olivers Tree 
Services and NJC Wrought 
Iron will be carrying out the 
works required to bring more 
light to the Parish.  

We intend to say more 
decorations and our sponsors 
in the next edition of Esh 
Leaves although some of our 
younger readers might be 
aware that the third placed 
contestant in the last series of 
Big Brother, Liam McGough, 
was a former employee of 
Oliver’s Tree Services, who 
very kindly collect, install and 
remove our trees over the 
Christmas period.  
 
Who knows he might have 
been the last tree surgeon to 
be ejected from one of our 
trees!  
 
QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL 
CERTIFICATE 
 
As reported in our last edition 
the Parish Council has now 
been awarded Quality Parish 
Council Status. 
 
Geoff Smith, Parish Clerk 
attended a reception on 
Saturday 20th October 2007 
at County Hall, Durham 

WATT’S WORDS OF 
WISDOM 
 

NEWS FROM ESH 
PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
Geoff Smith with the QPC 

Certificate, outside the new Parish 
Council Office (see page 19) at 
Wood View Community Centre 
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where he was presented with 
a Certificate in recognition of 
the Parish Council being 
awarded Parish Council 
status. 
 
WE HAVE MOVED 
OFFICES!! 
 
In case you have been trying 
to find us our new office is 
based in the Wood View 
Community Centre. Our 
telephone number remains as 
0191 3736687. The office is 
usually manned from 9.15am 
to 12.15pm Monday and 
Tuesday and 9.00am to 
11.00am Thursday.  
 
PANTOMIME 
 
At the time of going to press 
we have provisionally 
arranged for Jack Drum Arts 
to perform Red Riding Hood 
and Her Amazing 
Grandmother at 2.15pm on 
Saturday 12th January 2008 
at the Wood View Community 
Centre. 
 
Watch out for posters which 
should be displayed shortly.  

 
ANNUAL AUDIT 
 
Esh Parish Council’s 
accounts for 2006/07 have 
now been submitted to the 
External Auditor. Residents 
were given the opportunity to 
inspect the accounts over a 4 

week period and no 
comments or issues were 
raised. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 
 
All Meetings commence at 
7.00pm (excepting when 
following the Annual 
Assembly and the Annual 
General Meeting) in the room 
to the rear of the former 
Parish Room, Church Street 
Community Centre and at 
other locations. The choice of 
venue is subject to an annual 
review at the Annual General 
Meeting.  
Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the non - 
confidential part of the 
Agenda and there is an 
opportunity to raise matters of 
interest at the end of this part 
of the Agenda.  
 
Next Meetings 
 
11th December 2007  
  8th January 2008 
12th February 2008 
11th March 2008 
 
HANGING BASKETS 
 
Another season over. More 
than 40 baskets provided and 
watered by Paul Snowdon. 
Once again our thanks to the 
local shopkeepers for their 
co-operation in this matter 
and to Alan Wilkinson for 
maintaining the flower tubs on 
Esh Green.   
 
In addition to the Parish 
Council baskets there were 
several others on display in 
the Parish. Well done to 
those who provided that extra 
colour this season. 

Apologies to our readers – in 
our last Wordgram 2 words 
supposed to be in the grid 
were not! The composer of 
the Wordgram said:-  
 
“Tell the readers that the 
postcards were lost in the 
post and that it was too wet to 
bring out the deckchairs!” 
 
Now for this edition’s 
Wordgram which, I am 
assured, has been double 
checked! 

ANSWERS 

 

Angel, Antlers, Baubles, Brandy 
Butter, Carols, Crackers, 
Decorations, Holly, Presents, 
Pudding, Reindeer, Relatives, 
Bells, Robin, Santa Claus, 
Sleigh, Snowman, Sprouts, Star, 
Tinsel, Toys, Tree, Turkey, The 
Queen, Snow. 

WORDGRAM 
 

 Jack Drum Art in the 2006 
Pantomime at Wood View 

Hanging Baskets at the Hamsteels 
 Inn, Quebec 

V S E V I T A L E R E L S N 
S N S E P U D D I N G A N D 
B O A L N R E T H E L R O C 
A W N A L K R O R E R A W R 
U O T V J E O T G R R M M A 
B R A N D Y B U T T E R A C 
L U C H J K I E I Q I P N K 
E G L H W E N A N S N V J E 
S N A N T L E R S B D E Y R 
I M U T H N P R E S E N T S 
J K S L E I G H L L E T T S 
H K L W Q R Y O H O R A K G 
S P R O U T S L G R R F S R 
S A A D E F P L N A N G E L 
T I N S E N T Y A C A R O L 
T O Y S N O I T A R O C E D 
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I feel sure you will have 
noticed the steadily 
increasing number of Langley 
Park people happily whizzing 
along the pavement driving a 
Mobility Scooter.   These 
marvellous machines simply 
amaze me the way they 
silently glide past you and 
quickly disappear into the 
distance.  I know I could 
never keep up with one even 
at my fastest walking pace. 
 
After talking to a number of 
drivers it was obvious that 
with these machines they 
have discovered a freedom of 
life they never before 
imagined. Being so 
fascinated by the 
performance of the Mobility 
Scooters, when Kenneth 
Farrey pulled up beside me 
proudly sitting on one such 
machine, I couldn’t resist 
probing him about every 
aspect of his shiny new 
acquisition. 

Now, if anyone knows 
anything about transport Ken 
does.   He started work at his 
grandfather’s coach and 
wagon business ‘J. Iveson 
and Son’ at the age of 14, 
and has spent most of his 
working life involved with 
coaches.  Eventually he went 
to work for his brother Jack 
and together with his Uncle 
Tom Burns they started the 

Langley Park coach business 
‘Kingsway’. 
 
In recent years, however, Ken 
unfortunately developed a 
very painful back problem 
that restricts him to walking 
only very short distances.   It 
was then he bought his 
Mobility Scooter, and listening 
to his story I got the 
impression it has been 
nothing less than a life 
changing experience for him.  
He amazed me when he 
mentioned the number of 
villages he visits on that small 
machine, some being Witton 
Gilbert, Sacriston Esh 
Winning, Quebec and Bear 
Park. 
 
As we talked a Langley Park 
gentleman called Derek 
Wright walked up and joined 
in the conversation.  He told 
me he had bought a Mobility 
Scooter for his wife Jennifer.  
Derek later explained his wife 
suffered from Emphysema, a 
chronic lung condition that 
causes difficulty in breathing.   

LIFE CHANGING 
EXPERIENCE 
 

 
Ken Farrey on his trusty steed after doing his morning shopping. 

© Terry T. Chilton. 
 

 
Jennifer Wright on her Mobility Scooter.   © Terry T. Chilton 
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Jennifer had suffered from 
breathing difficulties for many 
years, and it was only while in 
Blackpool five years ago after 
collapsing and being rushed 
into hospital that she was told 
she had Emphysema.   Sadly, 
this has resulted in her only 
being able to walk short 
distances nowadays, but 
Derek told me the scooter 
has literally changed her life.  
It was obvious she had taken 
to it very well when she 
skilfully drove out and 
confidently parked just right 
for the above photograph. 
 
Another Mobility Scooter 
enthusiast is the well known 
Langley Park man Stan Coult.  
Stan was born and bred in 
Langley Park, and he told me 
that apart from seven years at 
Esh village he has lived there 
all his life.  He married his 
dear wife May in 1953 and in 
the 1960’s they took on a 
Hardware shop in 
Lanchester.  Sadly Stan 
suffered a devastating heart 
attack in 1982 that turned his 
world upside down.   
 
Fortunately, after much 
dedicated medical treatment, 
he is now able to enjoy life 
again, except for being limited 
by how far he can walk.    
That is where his Mobility 
Scooter comes in.    He told 
me it’s given him a new lease 
of life by getting him to places 
that would have been 
impossible for him to walk to. 
 
It’s also good to know that 
Durham County Council fully 
appreciate the importance of 
these marvellous machines 
that are helping people 
overcome the handicap of 
walking difficulties.  Indeed, 

Durham County Councillor 
Joe Armstrong has taken on 
a program of dropping curbs 
for wheelchair and Mobility 
Scooter access in Langley 
Park, with the support of Esh 
Parish Council.  Joe tells me 
that a he has allotted £6,500 
from his highway fund for the 
scheme that will be 
completed within this financial 
year.  Many footpaths have 
already been marked out for 
curb dropping in Low Moor 
Road and Finings Avenue, 
and Joe told me that many 
more will follow shortly, 
including Clifford Street, 
North View and Quebec 
Street.  He is also looking at 
access to the Londis shop 
and an extended traffic 
calming scheme near the 
cricket ground to improve the 
safety of all road users. 
 
There is obviously a great 
deal of interest nowadays in 
these modern Mobility 
Scooters and for those of you 
considering purchasing one 
you will find a number of 
suppliers advertising in 

Yellow Pages under the 
heading of MOBILITY  &  
ACCESS   EQMT. 
 
Naturally I am very saddened 
to see anyone with walking 
difficulties, yet it is good to 
see the joy and happiness on 
the faces of the Mobility 
Scooter drivers I spoke to 
who are now able to get out 
and visit friends by 
themselves, and even do 
their own shopping in the 
village. 
 
However, many of the 
Mobility Scooter owners do 
find it very difficult to cross 
the road to the Londis shop, 
especially at peak times when 
the cars are almost bumper to 
bumper. They tell me that a 
Zebra Crossing installed near 
the shop would be a 
tremendous help. 
 
There is no doubt that owning 
a Mobility Scooter has been a 
life changing experience to so 
many people and every effort 
that is made to improve even 
more access to these 

 
Stan Coult on his Motobility Scooter.     © Terry T. Chilton 
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wonderful machines will be so 
very much appreciated by the 
growing number of owners. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
 
Editor’s note 
 
Terry’s article leads us nicely 
into our next feature provided 
by the Durham County 
Council Home Independence 
Service. But before we do this 
however it is perhaps worth 
reminding any readers 
interested in purchasing a 
mobility scooter, or indeed 
who are using a scooter, of 
the following guidance notes: 
  
Visit a local reputable 
company where you can try 
several different sizes and 
types of scooters on display. 
Inform the dealer where, 
the distance and the terrain 
which you want to travel as 
this will determine the 
type/size of scooter.  
  
Is the machine to be used on 
roads or footpaths as different 
types and speeds are 
appropriate for different 
users.  Class 2 scooters are 
not allowed on the road and 
have a maximum speed of 4 
mph. They are not required to 
be registered or have 
insurance or tax. However 
whilst insurance isn’t 
compulsory it is highly 
recommended. Class 3 
scooters can travel up to 4 
mph on pavements and 8 
mph on the road.  They are 
allowed on Dual 
Carriageways but this is not 
advised by the Police.  They 
are not allowed on Motorways 
or in Bus lanes. Again whilst 
insurance isn’t compulsory it 
is highly recommended. 

However if the machine is to 
be used on the roads it 
should be registered with the 
DVLA, licensed in the 
“disabled” taxation class and 
display a nil tax disc. For 
further information on this go 
to www.dvla.gov.uk or ring 
08702400010.  Both Class 2 
and 3 scooters are 
mechanically propelled and 
owners can be arrested for 
dangerous/careless driving 
  
Where is the vehicle to be 
stored, will you need portable 
ramps and how and when will 
you be able to charge the 
battery 
  
Finally – do think about 
wearing bright or luminous 
clothing especially in bad 
weather or poor light. 
  
Once you have done all that 
have a safe journey and do 
keep a look out for 
pedestrians! 

The Home Independence 
Service is non profit making 
and is funded through 
Durham County Council. 
Occupational Therapy and 
Sensory Support staff 
provide……….. 
 

• Free, professional 
advice on equipment 
for physical and 
sensory loss needs 

• Sale of kitchen, 
household, mobility, 
toileting, bathing and 
continence products 

• Facility to order further 
equipment to suit your 

specific needs an give 
you more choice 

 
There are 
 

• 5 shops 
• 2 Equipment 

Demonstration centres 
• 1 Resource Centre for 

people with visual loss 
• 1 Resource Centre for 

people with hearing 
loss 

Your nearest contacts are: 
 
Shop Locations; 
 
Stanley Day Centre, Wear 
Road, Stanley DH9 6LT   Tel 
01207 290581 
(please note that the Day 
Centre is closed for 
refurbishment 5th November 
and re opens January 2008 )  
Shop and Equipment 
Demonstration Centre; 
Abbey Day Centre, Abbey 
Road, Pity Me, Durham DH1 
5DQ Shop Tel 0191-3846726   
Demonstration Centre Tel 
0191- 3860742 
 
Co Deaf Zone, Spennymoor 
Day Centre, Barnfield Road, 
Spennymoor. 
If you have hearing difficulties 
use Textphone 01388 813450 
If you have no hearing 
difficulties use Voice to 
Textphone 18002 01388 
813450 
 
Co Durham Society for the 
Blind and Partially Sighted, 
Oswald Court Resource 
Centre, 1 Church Lane, 
Durham   Tel 0191 3868175  
 
Please contact each centre 
for opening times.  
 
www.durham.gov.uk/HIS                      
Email HIS@durham.gov.uk  
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Durham Logistics College has 
received national recognition 
by receiving the RBT 
Connect 2007 Trainer of the  
Year Award for its excellence 
in training and delivery.  
The award marks the 
college’s success in providing 
Rotherham Metropolitan 
Borough Council with a 
training programme 
accredited by the Chartered 
Institute of Purchasing and 
Supply, (CIPS). The college 
was presented with the award 
at its head office in Langley 
Park, Durham City. Brian 
Leigh, Head of Procurement 
at RBT said, “The College 
has been awarded this 
special recognition following 
its excellence in the CIPS 
training delivery and the 
contribution it has made to 
the staff at Rotherham 
Council. We spent 18 months 
searching for the perfect 
training provider three years 
ago to meet a government 
initiative and chose Durham 
Logistics College because of 
its capabilities and willingness 
to work with us. This award 
shows how much we 
appreciate the training 
provided and we hope to 
work in partnership with the 
college for some time to 
come”. 
 
RBT Connect was set up as a 
joint venture between 
Rotherham Council and 
British Telecom to modernise 
the council’s IT systems and 
business processes. The 
college has been supplying 
the training programme for 
the council for the past three 

years and is the only provider 
to receive special recognition 
from RBT. 
 
Kevin Rumfitt, the college’s 
Managing Director said, 
“We’re delighted to be 
presented with the award. It’s 
a testament to our dedication 
in delivering first-class 
courses to public sector 
clients. We offer a wide range 
of courses which can be 
taught in-house to public 
sector clients, such as 
councils, government 
agencies and primary care 
trusts.” 
 
The courses offered by the 
college are institute-approved 
qualifications ranging from 
intermediate to degree level. 
The college’s current pass 
rate for these qualifications is 
97%. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

A new term, new children, 
new classes and new staff. 
We welcomed Mrs. Bridget 
Yuill as an additional 
Teaching Assistant who will 
work with our older children. 
In addition we have increased 
the sessions for our additional 
teaching staff which helps us 
towards our target of 1 adult 
to 10 children for our younger 
classes and 1 to 15 for the 
older age for at least half their 
teaching time.  
  
Our older children have 
visited the Durham Gala 
Theatre to enjoy a morning of 
‘French Around the World’. 
Some have represented the 
school at a Rugby 
tournament whilst others are 
practising for a school 
performance of Northern 
Songs in November. 
  

TRAINING BY COLLEGE 
GETS TOP AWARD 
 

 
Kevin Rumfitt Durham Logistics College Managing Director and 

Brian Leigh, Head of Procurement at RBT 
 

 

ESH CHURCH OF 
ENGLAND PRIMARY 
SCHOOL 
 

Everyone Smiles Here. 
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The Harvest Festival Service 
in Church is an important 
event in our school calendar 
and once again we were able 
to offer our support to the 
Salvation Army – a very 
worthy cause. 
  
On November 9th we held a 
Service of Remembrance. 
This was a very formal 
service when a wreath was 
laid in Church and the Roll of 
Honour is read.  
  
We have had a visit from the 
Diocesan Architect to 
consider the development of 
the old playground. We hope 
to turn it into investigative 
play area and then develop 
the waste ground into a 
wildlife study area.  
 

 

 
ERNIE BUNN 
 
Ernie Bunn was born in 
Laurel Terrace in 1925.  He 
was the son of Thomas 
Arthur Bunn, a lifelong 
resident of Langley Park, and 
Olive Mary Shearer who 
came from Iveston. 
 
Attending school in Langley 
Park he, along with other 
pupils of that time, left school 
at the age of 14 and started 
working at Coopers who had 
cattle wagons in the village. 
Eventually he was driving 
vehicles for the firm. 
 

Reaching the age of 18 in 
1943 he was conscripted into 
the R.A.F. having to report to 
George Street, Edinburgh on 
23rd December 1943 and on 
Christmas Eve was travelling 
to Arbroath.   He was also 
stationed in Gloucester for a 
time but finding himself 
compulsory transferred to the 
Army he then joined the First 
Royal Dragoons.  As a result, 
at the end of the war, he was 
posted to the devastated 
town of Lubeck in Germany. 
 
Returning to the U.K. in 1947 
he was demobbed at 
Catterick Garrison. Coming 
home he found he was 
without a job but was able to 
take up employment with the 
Coke Works s a labourer.   
Later he was able to take up 
driving again.   On the closure 
of the Coke Works he was 
transferred to the Property 
Department of the National 
Coal Board where he 
remained until he retired in 
1982. 
Through colleagues at the 
Coke Works he joined the 
Durham County Fire Service 

as a retained fireman in 
Langley Park and gave 25 
years service to the force. 
Many of the incidents the 
local men attended were 
minor.   With everyone using 
coal for heating purposes 
chimney fires were common.  
Two major incidents recalled 
are a huge blaze at 
Hamsterley Forest and the 
fire that destroyed the Kings 
Cinema in the village in the 
1950s. 
 
As a young sportsman Ernie 
played football for Langley 
Park Hotspurs and the Coke 
Works team. He also 
appeared on the cricket field 
mostly for Langley Park 
second eleven. 
 
Through his association with 
the Fire Brigade he met his 
wife to be who came from 
Washington. Happily married 
now for over 50 years he and 
Olive continue to live quietly 
in the village surrounded by 
friendly and helpful 
neighbours. Mr Bunn has a 
sister who lives in York. 
 
Memories of the Second 
World War are now fading but 
we still remember all who 
served in the armed and 
civilian forces during those 
dark years and we also 
acknowledge the service 
given by all the retained 
firemen in the village who 
belonged to the local brigade 
in the days when Langley 
Park had its own appliance, 
equipment and fire station. 
 
© - John C. Foster Nov. 2007 
 

JOHN FOSTER’S HALL 
OF FAME         
 

  

 

Ernie Bunn 
during his army service 
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The village of Esh has been 
home to a few remarkable 
people in its time, but 
perhaps none so remarkable 
as Rev. Temple Chevallier, 
who was parish priest of St. 
Michael and All Angels from 
1835 until his death in 1873. 
Born in Suffolk in 1794, 
Temple Chevalier attended 
Cambridge University before 
being appointed Professor of 
Astronomy at Durham 
University in 1835; he was 
also Reader in Hebrew, and 
first Registrar of the 
University. One might have 
thought that all this academic 
work would have meant that 
he neglected his Parish 
duties, but he relished 
pastoral work, and was 
responsible for the re-
ordering of the Parish Church 
and the foundation of the 
village school. 
 
Thanks to the sponsorship of 
Durham County Council and 
Councillor Joe Armstrong the 
work of Chevallier was the 
subject of the inaugural ‘Esh 
Lecture’, held on September 
11th 2007, in St Michael and 
All Angels, the church in 
which he worshipped. In 
1835, Chevallier published a 
collection of lectures called 
‘Of the Proofs of Divine 
Power and Wisdom Derived 
from the Study of Astronomy’.  
 
The speaker, Dr. David 
Wilkinson, like Chevallier, has 
a foot in both the science and 
religion camps. He has 
doctorates in both astronomy 
and theology, and before 
being appointed to his current 
post as Principal of St. John’s 

College and Wesley 
Research Lecturer in 
Theology and Science in the 
Department of Theology and 
Religion at Durham University 
was a Methodist minister in 
Liverpool.  
 
Dr. Wilkinson showed how, in 
Chevallier’s time, the present 
combative relationship 
between science and religion 
did not exist. Science was 
very much viewed as a gift 
from God rather than a 
challenge to religious belief, 
and so Chevallier used the 
structure of psalm 19 (which 
starts ‘The heavens declare 
the glory of God’) in his book 
to describe the developments 
in astronomy of the time. Dr. 
Wilkinson took a similar 
approach, using modern 
discoveries as Chevallier 
would have done had they 
been available in his time. 
The audience was enthralled 
by beautiful images and 
animations from both outer 
and inner space, and the 
lecture contained something 
of interest for everyone, 
whether science, local history 
or religion. Temple Chevallier 
himself, now buried in the 
churchyard, would surely 
have approved. 

 

After the lecture, there was 
lively discussion in the 
packed parish church; the 
audience could have gone on 
much longer, but it seemed 
only fair to allow Dr. 
Wilkinson to go home and 
see his children before they 
went to bed! Some of us, of 
course, did carry on the 
discussion in the Cross Keys 
afterwards! 

 
As mentioned in the last 
edition of Esh Leaves the 
Working on the Wear Project 
has proposed the creation of 

THE FIRST ESH LECTURE 
 

 
Chevallier Lecture 

The headstone of Temple 
Chevallier 

UP DATE ON THE 
PROPOSED PROJECT AT 
STOBILLEE ALLOTMENTS 
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a wetland area and footpath 
along the lower edge of 
Stobillee Allotments close to 
the river.  Here is an update 
from the Project Officer: 
Dear All, 
I would like to thank all of 
you, both individuals and 
community groups, who took 
the time to reply to the 
questionnaire.  The 
responses received from the 
community have all been in 
favour of the project going 
ahead and I will contact those 
of you who said you would 
like to be involved with the 
project, once we have the go-
ahead. 
 
The Allotment Association 
has said that it does not 
oppose the project taking 
place.  Derwentside District 
Council has agreed in 
principle to the project but 
has needed to apply to 
Government Office for their 
approval, the matter now 
rests with them.  We are 
hoping that we will get 
confirmation that the project 
can take place in the next 
couple of weeks (early 
November). 
 
Regards 
Jacqui McHugh 
Working on the Wear Project 
Officer (Mineral Valleys 
Project, led by Natural 
England and supported by 
Heritage Lottery Fund) 

Welcome to Richard Smith 
and Peter Hammel who have 
set up the Langley Car Sales 
on the Riverside Industrial 
Estate.    Both live in the 
village and have previous 

experience in the motor trade. 
They can be contacted on 
either 07980690857 or 
07976776568. See also their 
advert in the advertisements 
section. 

The Rams Head held a fun 
day over the August Bank 
Holiday weekend organised 
by the former relief Manager.  

Jimmy Golightly thought that 
World War III had arrived in 
Langley Park one early 
morning last August. 
  
Just after retiring for the night 
(after reading his copy of Esh 
Leaves of course) Jimmy was 
woken by what can only be 
described as series of 

almighty bangs. Quick as a 
flash Jimmy jumped out of 
bed, ran down the stairs only 
to find the remnants of a car 
just inches away from his 
front door and 2 somewhat 
startled occupants. In the 
wake of the trail of 
devastation, left behind by the 
vehicle, were the stumps of 3 
bollards and a telegraph pole.  
  
After a few frantic calls, on a 
neighbour’s mobile, the police 
arrived and the occupants 
pursued.  
  
The good news is that within 
a few hours of the incident 
the bollards had been 
replaced, a new telegraph 
pole installed and the 
residents’ landlines re-
connected. Well done to the 
public services involved. 
  
Jimmy has decided that in 
future if he wants a wake up 
call he is going to buy himself 
an alarm clock! 

On the 7th of November the 
last Gypsy Queen bus pulled 
out of the garage on Front 

Street for the 
last time. 
  
The 1934 
Bedford 20 
seater has 
moved to the 
North East Bus 

Preservation 
Society although 
it will possibly 
still be seen on 
display at 
various shows 
and rally’s in the 

summer.  

RAMS HEAD FUN DAY 
 

WELCOME TO A NEW 
BUSINESS 
 

 

JIMMY’S WAKE UP CALL 
 

 
Jimmy Golightly inspects the damage 

THE LAST GYPSY QUEEN 
LEAVES LANGLEY PARK 

Rams Head Fun Day 
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LACE HAIR & BEAUTY 
PINK PARTY IN AID OF 
BREAST CANCER 
RESEARCH 
 

 For a number of years the 
little gypsy (as it was fondly 
called) was owned by Chris 
Moyes until his death in 2006. 
  
We wish her well and it was 
sad to see her leave Langley 
Park for the last time. 
  
Dorothy Madrell 

 
Julie and her staff would like 
to thank all Friends, Clients 
and Local Businesses for 
their loyal support in helping 
to raise so much. 
The latest sum raised is over 
£1400 with more money 
continuing to be donated. 
This has been a great 
success and once again 
many thanks. 

Once again the Parish 
Council will be organising a 
New Years Walk to get rid of 
those hangovers! This is a 
walk of about four-and-a-half 

miles and should take a 
couple of hours or so. Mince 
pies will be provided in the 
old Parish Council office at 
the end of the walk! 
Remember that this is a 
winter walk, and some of the 
paths can be muddy, so stout 
footwear is recommended.  
We will start from the railway 

path at the entrance 
to Langley Park at 
12.45pm on 
Wednesday 2nd 
January 2008. 
Local resident 
Chris Bloor will be 
our leader. 

PLEASE DO NOT 
PUT CARRIER 
BAGS OR 

PLASTIC SACKS IN YOUR 
BLUE LIDDED BIN 
 
Derwentside District Council 
became the first County 
Durham Council to introduce 
twin bins, each collected 
fortnightly, to the districts 
40,000 houses last July, in 
addition to the kerbside 
Green box already in use. 
 
Thanks to the 
blue-lid wheelie 
bins, which take 
newspaper and 
magazines, junk 
mail cardboard 
packaging, food 
drinks and 
aerosol cans as 
well as Plastic 
bottles, the 
council's recycling 
percentage 
soared to 29% for 
the year to the 
end of March 07. 
 

But bosses believe that figure 
could easily hit 35% if they 
could prevent general waste 
items, which contaminate 
around 25% of the valuable 
material collected, from the 
blue lidded bins. 
 
When the blue-lid bins are 
emptied into the collection 
vehicle all the materials 
become mixed together, so 
any food or pet waste in the 
bin will contaminate the other 
materials and could be 
rejected by the sorting plant. 
 
Derwentside ask residents to 
remember to put the 
recyclables in the bin loose 
as any materials in carrier 
bags is at risk of being 
rejected, as those people who 
separate the materials into 
different material types are 
often afraid to open the bags 
in case they contain general 
waste. 

Your Editor spent his summer 
holiday here earlier this year.  
Can you guess where it is? 

 

 WINTER WALK 
 

RECYCLING 

MYSTERY PHOTO 

 
 

The 1934 Bedford Gypsy Queen 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

With our apologies - part 2 
has been held over again to 
March 2008. 

Doggy bags are now 
available for collection from 
the Parish Office at Wood 
View Community Centre.  For 
opening times see page 19. 
 
AND FINALLY 
 
We would like to wish all of 
our readers a Merry 
Christmas and a happy New 
Year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

All Car Owners - Essential Winter Check! . 
 
Tyres: Tread depth, pressure, sidewall damage. Don't forget 
the spare! Lights: Side lights, headlamps, brake lights, 
fog lights, reverse lights, indicators Wipers: Check wiper blades, front and 
rear for splitting Washers: Check water levels, add washer fluid to stop 
water freezing Battery: Check terminals for corrosion, check battery level 
Cooling system: Check for leaks, check anti-freeze strength and top up 
Fan belt: Check for cracks, check tension 
 
Be smart - don't bother checking these yourself, have it done FREE and 
without obligation by the professionals FTL FASTFIT TYRES LANGLEY 
 
Phone 0191 3733501 for your FREE, no obligation check. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres 
Car Servicing, Repair, MOT preparation & now MOT Testing 

Bill Johnston 
Langley Park 0191 373 3501 

We don’t make a song and dance about our prices! 
 
 

FASTFIT 
TYRES 
LANGLEY 
 

FTL 

 
 

 
The secret of a 
 beautiful lawn 

and it costs less than DIY! 
 

A healthier GREENER lawn 
in 4 easy steps. 

 
Costs from as little as 

£13.00 per application. 
 

| FREEPHONE | 
 

0800 1695009 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Home Manager Sharon Smith 
 

22 bed Residential unit 
24 bedded EMI unit to cater for dementia clients 

 
Front street, Langley Park, Durham, County 

Durham, DH7 9YR 
 

Telephone: 01913735599 
Fax: 01913732674 

 
 

TIPS TO AVOID IDENTITY 
FRAUD PART 2 

STOP PRESS 
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PARK FLOORING 
47c Front Street, Langley Park, Co. Durham DH7 9XB 

Tel:  0191 3739947 
 

CARPETS AND VINYLS FOR EVERY ROOM 
 

MEASURING AND FITTING SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
CONTRACT AND DOMESTIC FLOORING 

SPECIALISTS 
 

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

 
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

  
0191 373 3700 or 0191 370 0015 or 0191 386 3850 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 

Durham 
DH7 9SA 

 3 Front Street 
Pelton 

Chester Le Street 
DH2 1DB 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham 

DH1 2HX 
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk 

 

Country Style 
14 Quebec Street 

Langley Park 
Durham 

DH7 9XA 
 

Telephone: 
01913731733 or 01913731350 

 
Fruiter and Florist, Flowers 

for all Occasions. 

Tony Campbell 
Dairyman 

 

(Milk, Eggs, Pop, Cream, 
+Organic Milk) 

 

Door to Door deliveries 
 

23 Lilian Terrace 
Langley Park 

Durham 
DH7 9YF 

Tel:0191 3732825 

SPECIAL GIFT TO ALL 
READERS 

 

FREE FACIAL (worth £25) 
TOP QUALITY VITAMIN 

SKINCARE 
 

To claim call Julia now on 
01913710696 

or text FACIAL  to 
07815821837 
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SPAR Convenience Foodstore 

 
In store Bakery, Sandwiches, Hot & Cold Food 

Quality produce & Fresh Foods 
 
Off Licence, Newspapers & Magazines, Lottery, 

DVD Rental, Mobile Phone Top Up & 
 all utility bills can be paid. 

 
Special Offers throughout the Store 

 
Open 6am -10pm 7 days a week 

Telephone 01913731373 
 

S & J Taxis 
Langley Park 

 

Friendly & Reliable Service at Very 
Competitive Prices 

 

Telephone 01913736899 
 

Up to 4, 6 or 8 seat available 

 
 

Neil Aplin 
Independent  Mortgage Broker 

 

15 Elemore Close                                                      Tel 0191 373 7637 
Langley Park                                                        Mobile 07791 559468 
DH7 9FL                              E Mail: Neil.aplin@lighthousetemple.co.uk 

 

 

C & C Campbell 
Plumbing & Heating 
Engineers 
 
 
 
Office: 0191 373 1313  
Craig: 07799 888 032 

 

12480 

Gas in Safe 
Hands 

Olivers Tree Services Ltd   

Unit 3, Langley Park 
Industrial Estate, 
Witton Gilbert, 
Durham, 
DH7 6TX. 

 Tel: 0191 3739771 
Fax: 0191 373 9772 

 

Email: 
info@oliverstreeservices.co.uk  
 

 

Computer Problems?  
No Fix – No Fee 

Home and Business Users 
Tel: 0191 3921238 
Mob: 07872 961249 

 

Broadband / Wireless Installation 
Virus / Spyware Removal & 

Prevention 
Hardware / Software Support 
Data Recovery & IT Training 

TROJAN COMPUTERS 
 

support@trojan-computers.co.uk 
www.trojan-computers.co.uk 
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Langley Park  
Fish Shop 

 
Fresh Fish and Chips 

 
9 Quebec Street 

 
Telephone 3731474 

 
 

N.J.C. WROUGHT IRON 
 

GATES ~ RAILINGS ~ HANDRAILS ~ 
SECURITY GRILLES 

 

 LIGHT STEEL FABRICATION GATE 
REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 

LARGE OR SMALL 
 

 MOBILE WELDING SERVICE 
 

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE 
 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Tel: 0191 3739714 OR 
 07763 457 542 

 
 

 

Mobile PC Engineer  
 

          
               No Call-out Charges 

                   Reasonable Rates 
                      Cisco Certified  
Repairs, Servicing, Upgrades, 

Diagnostics 
Who you Gonna Call? 

Crashbusters. 
0191 389 0900 
07855581013 

email: crashbusters@gmail.com 
www.crashbusters.co.uk 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Mon-closed 
Tue-Fri open 9.00am-5.00pm 

Sat open 8.30am-3.00pm 
 

Julie Wordingham 
10 Quebec Street, Langley Park 

Durham DH7 9XA 
Tel: 0191 3731959 

 

A merry Christmas to all our 
customers and all the best for 2008 
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Christmas Orders now being taken for your beef, 
pork, lamb and poultry 

 

Also back by popular demand 
Our Special Xmas Hamper only £39.99 

 

A small deposit secures yours now 
 

Tel: 01913731408 
 

 

  

 

 

FRONT STREET 
ESH, DURHAM 
DH7 9QR 
 

o Excellent food served in the restaurant and in the bar 
 
o Traditional Music Nights 
 
o Ideal for small parties 
 

TEL  01913731279 
EMAIL crosskeys@wallnook.f9.co.uk 
 

Barry sends his Season’s greetings to Customers old and new 

ALAN MADRELL COACH TOURS 
 

DANCE WEEKEND 
1st-4th February 
Cumbria Grand Hotel  
Grange over Sands 
£150 per person 
*************************************** 
EASTER IN NOTTINGHAM &  
DERBYSHIRE PEAK DISTRICT 
21st-24th March 
£165 per person 
*************************************** 
2008 Tours Brochure now available 
0191 3733145 
3 Ivy Terrace, Langley Park, Durham 
DH7 9XW 
 

PART GARAGE  
TO LICENCE 

 
Langley Park 

 
Brick Built, 600 Square feet 
in area with around 20% of 
the floor area to be retained 

by the landlord. 
 

10’00’’ Headroom 
 

Electricity, Water and 
Security System available 

 
References and bond will be 

required 
 

Tel: 01913736687 
 

Expressions of interest by 
14 Dec 07 


