
 
 
 
 
In recent years with rising 
insurance and day to day 
running costs it has become 
increasingly hard for the 
Youth Centre management 
Committee to look after the 
building in the way that they 
would like. Over the years 
the management committee 
has worked hard to upgrade 
the facilities at the building 
and bring them into line with 
all the latest health and 
safety legislation (in recent 
years £17,500 was spent on 
new toilet facilities; £2000 
on essential electrical work 
and over £1000 was spent 
on repairing external 
heating flues after an act of 
vandalism) but the list of 
things that still need to be 
done continues to grow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recent changes made by 
the Government also meant 
that the Junior Youth Club 
had to close as County 
Youth Workers could no 
longer be paid for working 
with the under 13's. 

In addition the Education in 
the Community Co-
ordinator took the sensible 
decision to look for 
alternative facilities in the 
village for the Senior Club. 
(It is perhaps important to 
note that Youth Work 
across the whole country is 
undergoing a fundamental 
change after a root and 
branch government review 
of the whole service. Youth 
Clubs are now meant to be 
places where youngsters 
can obtain new skills and 
accreditations as part of 
lifelong learning and not just 
places for play). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ten years ago a feasibility 
study put the cost of putting 
the Youth Centre right at 
£250,000. Ten years on, 
those costs have increased 
considerably and so it was 
with great regret that the 
Management Committee 
reached the decision that it 
was becoming impossible to 
keep the Youth Centre open  
 
The Good News is that all 
the money raised from any 
future sale of the Youth 
Centre will be used to 
provide new community 
facilities for the village at All 
Saints Church. Plans are 
still at a very early stage, 
but these new facilities will 
be up to date, provide a 
new home for Langley Park 
Playgroup and another 
meeting place in addition to 
the facilities that already 
exist elsewhere in the  
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village. It will be smaller 
than the current Youth 
Centre but easier to 
maintain. 

Until then the Youth Centre 
remains open for business 
and we will do our best to 
keep you informed of future 
developments as and when 
they happen. 

Rev. Michael J. Peers 
(Chair Youth Centre 
Management Committee) 

 
 
 
 
I hope that a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 
New Year was had by one 
and all! 
 
As most people are aware, 
there has been an issue 
with youth disorder within 
Langley Park.  To  
help solve this problem, I 
have put together an 
Operational Order.  There 
will be an increased  
police presence in the 
village to  provide high 
visibility patrols and also to 
deal with anti-social youths.  
The HQ Beat Support Unit 
will work alongside myself 
and other Constables from 
my beat team in 
Derwentside to tackle this. 
 
I am also wanting to start up 
a 'Walkabout.'  What this will 
entail is, a member of the 
public will accompany me 
on foot and we will walk 
around the area, observe 
troublesome areas and gain  
vital local intelligence.  If 
anyone wants more 
information or would like to 

participate, please feel free 
to contact me at Lanchester 
Police Office on 0845 60 60 
365. 
 
Furthermore, you may have 
noticed that the 'Bogus 
Officials' are quite topical in 
the press these days.  Here 
is some guidance to beat 
the bogus caller. 
 
IF IN DOUBT KEEP THEM 
OUT!!!! 
 
Most people who call at 
your home are genuine.  
But sometimes people turn 
up unannounced with the 
intention of tricking their 
way into people's homes.  
 
They are known as 
distraction burglars or 
bogus callers.  Their only 
aim is to get into homes, 
distract people and steal 
their property.  You should 
always be aware when 
someone you don't know 
calls at your door. 
 
Bogus callers may be 
smartly dressed and claim 
to be from; the council, 
health organisation, gas, 
water or the electric board.  
These people can be very 
persuasive and convincing.  
They may be men, women 
or even children and may 
ask to come in for ANY 
reason.  IF IN DOUBT 
KEEP THEM OUT AND 
CONTACT THE POLICE 
IMMEDIATELY. 
 
One of the most common 
methods of distraction 
burglary is that of the water 
board official.  Please 
remember that the water 
board never needs to gain 

entry to your home.  THE 
WATER BOARD'S 
RESPONSIBILITY IS IN 
THE STREET NOT IN 
YOUR YARD/GARDEN OR 
HOUSE.  IF IN DOUBT 
KEEP THEM OUT AND 
CONTACT THE POLICE 
IMMEDIATELY. 
 
If you haven't already got a 
door bar or chain fitted, you 
should think about getting 
one.  A door bar only costs 
a few pounds and it is 
easier to use than a chain.  
A door bar acts as a useful 
barrier when talking to 
unexpected callers.  It is a 
worthwhile investment.  IF 
IN DOUBT KEEP THEM 
OUT AND CONTACT THE 
POLICE IMMEDIATELY. 
 
For any further information 
contact Brian Donkin from 
the Community Safety 
department at Stanley 
police office on 0191 
3752417. 
 
If you need to contact the 
police about a bogus caller 
use the 999 system in an 
emergency or the new non-
urgent enquiry line on 0845  
 
 
I also attend the parish 
meetings and if you wish to 
raise an issue with me then 
feel free to attend, as this is 
where I give my monthly 
Police Report for the parish 
area, and ask me any 
questions. 
 
I can be contacted at 
Lanchester police office on 
0845 60 60 365. 
Regards PC 1642 
Christopher P. Dover 
 

NEWS FROM OUR 
BEAT OFFICER 

60 60 365 
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Winter Walk 
 
This was the first time the 
Parish Council had 
organised a winter walk to 
complement the popular 
‘Beating the Bounds’ walk in 
the summer. Fourteen 
(foolhardy … in need of a 
hangover cure … desperate 
to lose weight gained over  
Christmas … enthusiastic 
… athletic … you can see 
who they are, you make up 
your own mind!) souls 
gathered on 2nd January for 
what turn out to be a very 
good walk in excellent mid-
winter weather. 
Unfortunately the earlier wet 
weather meant that the 
track up from Witton Station 
was rather muddy, so we 
followed the normal Parish 
Walk round the Esh Hall. 
From there we came 
directly down the hill from 
the Cross Keys to 
Blackburn Farm, then along 
the railway path back to the 
Parish Rooms where mince  
pies (warmed by Mike 
Ackroyd’s novel method ie 
left on top of the radiator), 
ginger wine and other 
refreshments were served. 
 
Beating the Bounds Walk 
 
Now for the summer walk 
which this year will be on 
Sunday, 1st May 2005. We’ll 
see you all on the railway 
path at the entrance to 
Langley Park at 1.30pm and 
hopefully with the usual 
refreshment break at 
Quebec Village Hall. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year we will be able to 
use the new stiles recently 
erected by the Environment  
Action Team (see the article 
on page 6). 

This year, I'm hoping to 
develop a 'monastery' herb 
garden in the wildlife garden 
here at Rainton 
Meadows. Those old monks 
were wonderful herbalists 
and often treated the sick 
and wounded very 
successfully. Quite a 
number of herbs that they 
grew have yielded 
chemicals that are still in 
use today, like aspirin from 
willow, for instance.  

My particular interests here 
are herbs that have strongly 
identifiable smells, (like 
sage, lavender and 
rosemary) or are particularly 
related to insects. Some 
plants, such as the old-
fashioned Calendula 
marigold are very good at  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

deterring things like 
greenfly, whitefly and 
blackfly and so make 
excellent companion 
plants. Other companions 
are in the onion family - 
chives, shallots, leeks and 
garlic. All of these have 
bonny flowers, which do 
attract the insects we want, 
the bumblebees and 
butterflies.  

Evening primrose is a lovely 
plant that, as its name 
suggests, opens its flowers 
at dusk. It is wonderful for 
the showier species of 
moths. So your 'nature 
reserve garden' can be 
attractive to other wildlife 
than birds, while still being 
your own oasis of calm! I 
have a particular affection 
for dry-stone walls, which is 
shared by a wide variety of 
creatures.   The one in my 
back garden not far from 
the kitchen window provides 
a home for a surprising 
mixture of animals.  Why is 
it that the families of 
weasels and stoats do not 

A WINTER WALK 
FOLLOWED BY YET 
ANOTHER WALK 

WILDLIFE CORNER 

Walkers on the 2005 Winter Walk 
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eat the families of wrens 
and hedge sparrows who 
are their immediate 
neighbours?  They do, very 
kindly, deal with the rats 
that have occasionally 
migrated in from the farm 
down the road.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking about rats, we are 
paranoid about them. It isn't 
surprising since we've lived 
so close to them for so 
many thousands of years 
that we share diseases with 
them. They are also very 
destructive, preferring to 
gnaw another hole to get 
out than to go out the way 
they came in!   However, 
they are fascinating and 
intelligent creatures to 
watch in the wild and 
specially bred tame rats 
make excellent pets. Having 
worked with wild ones at 
one time I would not, 
however, encourage 
anyone to make a pet of a 
wild one!    

When I lived in 
Hertfordshire, we had a big 
orchard and, in the autumn, 
hundreds of windfall 

apples.   From the dining 
room window we watched 
an old gentleman rat (like 
Beatrix Potter's Samuel 
Whiskers) rolling big apples 
down the lawn and up the 
outside of a pile of five car 
tyres, every day until the 
heap was full. He was 
chestnut coloured and 
glossy and beautiful and 
apparently lived entirely on 
fallen fruit!  

The five different species of 
snail hiding in the wall 
provide welcome food for 
the thrushes nesting in the 
climbing rose, while the 
spiders and beetles feed 
the blue tit family in the nest 
box.  

If you haven't got as far as 
a dry-stone wall, why not 
make a heap of stones in a 
corner somewhere and see 
what happens!        

ALISON  

Alison Hiles  
Schools Liaison Officer  
Durham Wildlife Trust 

 
 
 
Following on the article in a 
recent ‘Esh Leaves 
Magazine’ concerning 
Joseph Colton John Foster 
has discovered another 
local personality who has 
achieved fame in her 
chosen profession she is:- 
 
JOAN WADGE 
 
It is a long way from a 
mining village in County 
Durham to the bright lights 
of London’s West End.   

Performers are known for 
the top billing they receive 
but one girl from Langley 
Park has made a big 
success behind the scenes 
as a costume designer – 
her name is Joan Wadge. 
 
Joan was born in and still 
visits Langley Park from 
time to time.   Daughter of 
Angus and Elizabeth 
Wadge, she has a brother 
Peter. 
Her father worked in 
Langley Park and her 
mother had considerable 
artistic talents. 
Joan began her education 
in the village attending 
Langley Park Modern 
School during the time Mr. 
Miller was headmaster. 
 
Already showing artistic 
talent herself she went on to 
study as Sunderland Art 
College. 
 
Once qualified she 
embarked on a career in 
theatre by taking up a job at 
the prestigious Mercury 
Theatre, Colchester.    After 
a spell in regional theatre 
she joined B.B.C. Television 
in 1979 where her 
costumes have greatly 
enhanced many top 
comedy shows and drama 
series. 
 
She designed for ‘The 
Lenny Henry Show’ and 
programmes such as ‘Ghost 
Story’.   Then there was 
‘Ivanhoe’, ‘Henry VI’ and 
‘The Adventures of 
Christopher Columbus’. 
 
Outstanding were the 
brilliant costumes she 
designed for the highly 

JOHN FOSTER’S 
THEATRE SECTION 

Evening Primrose 
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successful series about a 
fashion house ‘The House 
of Elliot’ which gained her 
high praise from viewers 
and the profession and for 
which she was justly 
awarded a B.A.F.T.A. 
Award and an EMMY 
Award for Costume Design. 
 
Joan has also been 
employed by some of the 
country’s top theatre 
companies.   For the Royal 
National Theatre in 2000 
she worked on ‘Albert 
Speer’ by David Edgar.   
The following year she was 
at the Young Vic for a 
revival of David Rudkin’s 
‘Afore Night Comes’ and 
then moved on to design for 
the English Stage Company 
at the Royal Court Theatre 
and for the Pegasus Opera 
Company. 
One of the major stage 
productions of 2004 was 
‘Festen’ a production 
described as ‘electrifying’ 
and ‘dramatic dynamite’.   A 
huge success at the 
Almeida Theatre it 
transferred to the Lyric 
Theatre in the heart of 
London’s West End.   
Designed by Ian MacNeil 
(settings) and Joan Wadge 
(costumes) full houses are 
still the norm and the 
production won The 
Evening Standard Award’ 
for Design. 
 
So remember when you are 
sitting watching your 
favourite actor or actress on 
your television screen or in 
the theatre, the costume 
they are wearing may be 
designed by ‘a lass from 
Langley Park’. Watch the 
credits! 

JOHN C FOSTER 
THEATRE COLLECTION  
 
March 2005 
 
John acknowledges the 
help given by Joan in the 
preparation of this article. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Community Sentencing 
Programmes are a form of 
demanding punishment that 
allows offenders to pay for 
the crimes they have 
committed by completing 
unpaid work in the local 
community. If offenders 
have experience in a 
particular area such as 
joinery or plumbing, then 
work can be given which 
uses these skills.  
 
A diverse range of people 
and organisations in County  
Durham benefit from work 
carried out by offenders on 
Community Sentences, 
including the elderly and 
disabled, charitable 
organisations and 
community associations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the North East in 2004 
over 200,000 hours of 
compulsory unpaid work 
was carried out, some of 
which was spent at 
Hurworth Grange 
Community Centre near 
Darlington. After losing out 
on financial funding from 
the borough and local 
councils, Hurworth Grange 
became a registered charity 
and is now self supporting.  
 
Set in extensive tree lined 
grounds, the Grange is a 
Victorian building used on a 
regular basis by several 
community groups. It is also 
hired out for functions and 
special events on 
weekends. 
 
From January to December 
last year, 633 offenders 
contributed a total of 3,565 
hours at the Centre, doing a 
variety of work such as tree 
clearance, chipping, leaf 
raking, grass cutting and 
painting and decorating. 
Four individual offenders 
also completed 252 hours 
of unpaid work which 
involved general cleaning 
and maintenance of the 
grounds and building,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE 
NATIONAL PROBATION 
SERVICE 

 

Community Work in action 
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painting and decorating and 
assisting with weekend 
functions. 
 
Building Manager Eric 
Laycock has nothing but 
praise for the work carried 
out by the Probation 
Service. He said: “The 
contribution from the 
Community Punishment 
team is invaluable and I can 
honestly say that their work 
goes a long way in helping 
keep the Community Centre 
open.” 
 
If you are a registered 
organisation wishing to use 
this facility then you should 
contact Mr S. Quinn, on 
01913881252 or 
07736869878 
 
 
 
 
 
The following paragraph 
(taken from the above 
article) shows in Bold type 
the two lines missed from 
the last edition of Esh 
Leaves. 
 
I have been told by many 
that the Sevenoaks people 
were so moved they 
immediately arranged for 
food, blankets, clothing, 
boots and shoes to be sent 
up to Quebec, and every 
year throughout those dark 
days of the depression the 
people of Sevenoaks sent 
gifts for the children of 
Quebec and Hamsteels. It 
was also during this time 
that the Village Hall was 
renamed the Sevenoaks 
Hall.  
 
Terry Chilton 

 
 
 
 
EQUaL, your local 
community partnership, 
held its first ever new 
membership event on 1st 
March at Wood View 
Community Centre.  If you 
missed this meeting but 
would still like to get 
involved, then it is not too 
late. You can pick up forms 
from the office at the 
Church Street Community 
Centre, opposite the Rams 
Head pub.  Membership of 
EQUaL enables you to have 
your say in the running of 
EQUaL and a voting right at 
the AGM. 
 
Playgrounds Update 
 
EQUaL continue to put in 
bids in to various funders 
and we are hoping that a 
new playground will be 
arriving in Quebec in time 
for summer.  With over 
£12,000 already secured 
we are waiting to hear 
whether our bid from Living 
Spaces has succeeded.  
This should be sufficient to  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

create an exciting play park 
with one of the best views in 
County Durham. By the 
time you have read this, the 
design should have been 
chosen at an exhibition 
event at Quebec Village 
Hall.   
 
Langley Park’s play area is 
still earmarked for the 
Lambton Street/Langley 
Park Sports and Social Club 
area and we are awaiting 
the outcome of a bid to the 
Land Fill Tax Credit 
Scheme BIFFA award for 
£45,000.  We would like to 
thank Esh Parish Council 
for contributing over £5100 
which will act as match 
funding. 
 
Environment 
 
In conjunction with Durham 
County Council, footpath 
work around Hill Top 
resulted in a new stile and 
clearance of overgrown 
gorse bushes. 
 
We'll be finishing off our 
footpath work on Sunday 
3rd April (10am to 2pm) 
repairing stiles in the  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM  SEVENOAKS 
WITH  LOVE 

 
Front Street, Quebec (Circa 1908) showing the Hamsteels Colliery Institute 

next to the Wesleyan Methodist Chapel  -  (Thanks to Mr. G. Nairn for use of 
photograph) 
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Esh/Quebec area in 
preparation for the Parish 
Walk.  If you are able to 
help then telephone Audrey 
Christie on 0191 383 4084 
during office hours for more 
information including where 
to meet.   
 
The Partnership recently 
took ownership of some 
shiny, new litter pickers 
which are waiting to be 
used – we’ve earmarked 
some areas including the 
old Rec but if you’ve any 
places you want help with 
let me know. 
 
AGM 
 
The AGM of the partnership 
is to be held at 7:30pm on 
7th June 2005 at the Wood 
View Community Centre.  
All residents are welcome to 
attend.  Please become a 
member if you would like to 
have a vote or a say at the 
meeting. (see above) 
 
Langley Park Primary 
School  
 
EQUaL Partnership teamed 
up with the school recently 
after being awarded £100 
from Woodland Trust to 
plant trees.  The grant paid 
for 12 trees which were 
chosen for their colours, 
foliage or fruits.  Mrs 
Turner’s Class 3 did a 
brilliant job helping to plant 
the trees.  In years to come 
future generations will be 
able to marvel at the golden 
hornet crab apples, pick 
sweet and juicy James 
Grieve apples from the tree, 
collect ruby coloured leaves 
from the Red Oak and have  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
fun collecting acorns and 
chestnuts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STOP PRESS ITEM 
 
Garfield Weston 
Foundation, a national 
charity, has grant aided 
£10,000 to EQUaL’s 
Playgrounds in Esh project 
which aims to re-equip 
Quebec and Esh 
playgrounds and create a 
new toddler to teenager 
facility at Langley Park.  
EQUaL Chair Alison Hiles 
said “This is excellent news 
for the project and shows 
the commitment of the 
Playground Action Team to 
make the project a success.  
Competing with many other 
bids from all over the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
country, the bid has been 
successful due to the hard 
work of all the team”.  The 
money is earmarked for the 
Esh and Quebec sites and 
will, hopefully, lead to a new 
playground at Quebec by 
the summer of 2005. 
 
 
 
CHRISTINE SHINN 
TAYLOR MBE, MA 
(Research), BA, Cert. Ed. 
 
MBE for Services to early 
years education. 
 
Christine has spent over 30 
years working in education 
and as Head of Music in 
secondary schools she was 
particularly well known for 
her productions of stage 
musicals and the 
involvement of pupils of all 
abilities. Christine also had 
compositions published and 
recorded. 
Her research work at 
Durham University raised 
many issues about teacher 
expertise in the primary 
school, and received much 
media coverage, including a 
feature article in the TES. 

 
Working on the Footpaths and Stiles 

 
Sam Humby, Lisa Meek and Ella Davison 
planting trees at Langley Park Primary 

School, 4th February 2005 

MBE AWARDS 
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Towards the end of the 80’s 
Christine progressed from a 
lecturer in music education 
to heading up the Arts in 
Education and then a 
Programme Director for 
Primary Initial Teacher 
Training.  She was 
subsequently Head of the 
Division of Teacher 
Education and 
Development within a large 
Faculty at the University of 
Northumbria, and also 
acting Assistant Dean.  She 
has forged many links with 
LEAs in the region, 
becoming the first Chair of 
the Newcastle EYDCP in 
1997 until she became a 
Government Advisor for the 
DfES in 2000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a year spent as an 
Advisor for the Early Years 
and Childcare Strategy 
Christine joined the Training 
and Qualifications Teams in 
the Early Years and 
Childcare Unit at the DfES.  
She worked closely with the 
LSC to ensure that 
meaningful working 
relationships develop 
between LAs and local 
LSCs.  She worked as an 
advisor in the Sure Start 
Unit until January 2004 
where she was particularly 
involved in the development 

of the Early Years Sector 
Endorsed Foundation 
Degree, (EYSEFD). 
Christine currently works as 
a part-time consultant in the 
Children’s Workforce Unit 
(CWU) of the DfES.  She 
continues to work with the 
LSC, LAs and Sure Start 
Regional Teams developing 
career pathways for Early 
Years and Childcare 
Practitioners.  She speaks 
frequently at national 
conferences on Workforce 
Development and assists 
the CWU in monitoring 
delivery of the EYSEFD in 
HEIs and their FE 
Consortia. 
As a Registered Inspector 
for OFSTED, Christine has 
participated in inspections 
of primary and secondary 
schools as well as a City 
Technology College.  She 
continues to work with the 
QAA in reviewing provision 
in universities and colleges. 

ALAN COATES 
KLOTTRUP 

MBE for Service to the 
Community in Durham. 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan, of Quebec, has lived 
locally for some 20 years 
and taught at the Esh 
Church of England School 
and served with the 1st Esh 
Scout Group. For a number 
of years has actively 

supported several voluntary 
organisations and continues 
to do so. 
 
Congratulations to Alan and 
Christine. 
 
 
 
Londis recently ran a 
colouring competition for 
children aged 11 and under. 
First prize was a trip to 
Lapland to see Santa Claus 
for the winner and three 
other people with £500 
spending money. The 
winning design was to be 
printed onto the sides of 23 
million carrier bags and the 
sides of trucks delivering all 
around the UK. There were 
20 runners up prizes of 
Crayola colouring activity 
centres. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We had an excellent 
response to the 
competition, which was 
sponsored by Ribena, and 
all the entries were sent 
down to the Londis head 
office to be judged. We 
were pleased to be 
informed that we had a 
winner from Langley Park, 
Naomi Aplin aged 8 from 
Elemore Close, who drew a 

 
Christine Shinn Taylor 

Alan Coates Klottrup 

 
Naomi Aplin 

LONDIS COLOURING 
COMPETITION 
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picture of her best friend 
Emma. 
  
Naomi, who goes to Esh 
Church of England School, 
was "over the moon" when 
we told her that she had 
won and her picture would 
be going into the final 
stages of the competition.  
Unfortunately Naomi didn't 
win the trip to Lapland but 
still enjoys using her 
colouring centre. 
  
Neil Calvert, Londis, 
Langley Park 
 
 
 
 
 
Years ago when I watched 
the occasional football 
match there used to be 
great guffaws from the 
home terraces (all 1300 of 
us) every time a slightly 
rotund opposition fan 
wandered over to our side 
without a visa. Up went the 
cry “Who ate all the pies” 
which usually elicited the 
same curt response - “your 
left back”.  
 
Well the secret’s out - now 
we know who has eaten all 
the pies. 
 
For some time the landlord 
of a certain public house not 
far from here (not in our 
Parish I hasten to add) has 
been visiting various 
establishments in the North 
to purchase their pork pies 
for a regular tasting session 
by members of his Pie Club. 
 
In a recent competition the 
winner, by a clear margin, 
was our own baker John 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fothergill. His pies were 
described as “Our most 
popular pie to date. A real 
wholesome pie for men”.  
 
I asked John what sort of 
wholesome pie he would 
bake for the ladies and 
without hesitation he said 
the Dirty Den pie. I asked 
him what he meant. Oh 
that’s easy he said its one 
that’s crusty on the outside, 
has a really soft centre but 
is well past its sell buy date. 
With that I left but not 
without buying one of his 
nearly award winning King 
Alfred pies (none left I’m 
afraid!). 
 
Incidentally I understand 
that John has now been 
visited by pie eaters from as 
far away as Scaborough 
seeking out the famous Pie 
Club 
 
Well done John.  
 
 
 
 
When I went to meet Becky 
Carey I did wonder if I was 
in the right place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The price list on show 
referred to facials, 
manicures and trimmings 
with Kylie Minogue belting 
out her latest number 1 in 
the background, whereas I 
was looking for someone 
more used to dishing out 
high kicks and spinning 
kicks.  
 
I need not have worried 
however as the young lady I 
was to interview is by day a 
trainee beauty therapist, 
taking her Certificate 1 and 
2 in make up nail treatment 
with the rest of her spare 
time spent throwing, kicking 
and blocking her opponents 
on the kung fu mat. Becky 
assured me that she had 
not been instructed by her 
employer to pursue this 
interest as part of a staff 
development programme in 
dealing with aggressive 
customers or possibly 
Parish Council 
representatives! 
 
17 year old Becky, a former 
pupil at Esh Laude Primary 
School and then St 
Leonards in Durham, has 
been practising her skill for 

John Fothergill with one of his famous Pork Pies 

 

LOCAL BAKER WINS 
REGIONAL 
RECOGNITION 

LOCAL GIRL FLOORS 
THEM ALL 
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around 6 years firstly at 
Gilesgate and then at the 
Sandhill View Centre in 
Sunderland with, wait for it, 
the North East Destroyers.   
 
Currently Becky has a 
purple sash in martial art 
but hopes to move up 
shortly to a brown belt and 
then, I feel sure, that 
coveted black belt will be 
within reach.  
 
Last year Becky so 
impressed the coaches at 
the Destroyers Club that 
she was entered into World 
Championship Qualifying 
Event in London where she 
won a bronze medal in the 
women’s 55kg (that’s 121 
lbs to the rest of us!) 
earning her a place in a 
further qualifying stage held 
in Manchester last month.  
 
Unfortunately Becky just 
missed out on the finals 
later this year in Canada but 
there is always next year.   
 
However all is not lost as 
Becky is taking part in the 
World Kickboxing 
Championships in Cyprus 
this month. We wish her 
well. 
 
Becky hopes to form her 
own Martial Arts Club in 
Langley Park later this year 
or early in 2006. If anyone 
is interested in obtaining 
further details they should 
contact Becky on 
07910148343. 
. 
So there you have it young 
lady not quite 18, within 
touching distance of a black 
belt in martial arts, who can 
either give you a facial, 

manicure or one of her 
famous axe kicks.  
 
On a serious note we wish 
you all the very best Becky 
in Cyprus and every 
success with your Club in 
Langley Park if you form 
one. 
 
Read on to find out what 
Becky’s mother does! 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I have a passion for 
crystals and working with 
nature’s treasures, I thought 
I would share my 
knowledge of Crystal 
Meditations, Cleansing,  
Energizing & Programming 
Crystals, plus Herbal Magic 
with Langley Park’s 
residents in the form of 
workshops. These are to be 
held at the Church Street 
Community Centre.  
 

I will also provide Reiki 
Attunements at affordable 
prices, to those who are 
interested in the traditional 
teaching of the Usui system 
of Natural Healing. 
 
Reiki is a Japanese word 
meaning ‘ Universal Life 
Energy’- a natural healing 
energy that sustains 
everything in existence. For 
many people, including 
myself, it is a personal 
transformation. It finds and 
lights the spark within one’s 
soul. 
  
If you are ready to 
experience ‘Natures Magic’, 
then give Debbie a call on 
3737411 for workshops, 
dates and venues. 
 
I am also available at 
Visage Salon on Mondays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays 
for Reflexology and Reiki 
Healing.   
 
 
 
In previous editions of Esh 
Leaves we have mentioned 
the ongoing problem of fly 
tipping. Despite our plea for 
the public NOT to fly tip we 
continue to receive 
complaints from residents 
and yet again it is 
happening in the Rec 
behind Bridgeway. Enough 
is enough and now is the 
time for action. 
Most readers will by now 
have received a copy of the 
County Council’s newsletter 
Countywide. In the latest 
issue there is a feature 
article on this very subject. 
With the County Council’s 
permission we are 
repeating the article.  

 
Becky Carey 

NATURES MAGIC 
 

FLY TIPPING 
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“Illegal fly-tipping costs the 
County Council £250,000 
per year and, as well as 
being a blight on    
communities, can cause a 
number of environmental 
health problems. To combat 
the growing  problem, a 
dedicated hotline has been 
set up for County Durham 
residents who witness   
incidents of fly-tipping. 
 
 The fly-tipping hotline is run 
by a partnership between 
the County Council, the 
Environment  Agency and 
five district councils 
(Durham, Sedgefield, 
Chester-le-Street, Wear 
Valley and  Derwentside) 
and is backed up by a Fly-
tipping Officer who is 
responsible for investigating 
the  incidents and 
prosecuting offenders if 
necessary. 
 
 The hotline 0191 383 5595 
- is available during office 
hours and all calls will be 
treated in   confidence. Jim 
Crammon, the partnership’s 
Fly-tipping Officer, said:  
“Unfortunately despite all   
the warnings about fines for 
fly-tipping, there seem to be 
some people who 
persistently ignore the rules 
and make local 
communities unpleasant 
places to live. The new 
hotline will help us target 
persistent, as well as the 
one-off, offenders and I 
would urge anyone who 
witnesses fly tipping 
incidents to get in touch.” 
 
Now for the really important 
bit and where our readers 
can help the County Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
to bring a successful 
prosecution against any the 
offenders. 
  
“The number should only be 
called if anyone witnesses 
an incident of fly-tipping.  If 
possible they should make 
a note of the details of the 
incident such as the time, 
date, place, registration 
number of the vehicle 
involved and description of 
the fly-tipper. 
 
Contact the hotline on 0191 
383 5595.  
 
If you know of any areas 
where rubbish is illegally 
tipped, you should contact 
your District Council to 
remove it.  You should call: 
 
Derwentside  01207 693693 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Links with China 
 
In October 2004 with three 
other Headteachers, I 
visited Beijing to set up links 
with a Chinese school so 
that we can work together 
to exchange out topic work 
through the Internet.  Dr. 
Chris Tan from Hong Kong 
has developed a software 
programme which links 
children’s topic work and 
thinking skills.  Children 
from Year 5 are researching 
the topic of Pollution and 
will share ideas with a 
nearby English school in the 
first instance. The teachers 
will analyse the children’s 
work, identify the type of 
thinking skills used and 
teach the children ways of 
developing a higher level of 
thinking skill. The next step 
will be to present the 
research in a multi –media 
format which will be 

The Recreation Ground Langley Park 
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exchanged with children in 
Beijing.  
 
This project, funded through 
the British Council and the 
Gulbenkian Foundation, is 
the first of its kind in the UK, 
and is very exciting. We 
hope it will be possible for 
our Chinese colleagues to 
visit our school, and for our 
teachers to visit the school 
in Beijing.  
 
The people we met were 
welcoming and friendly, and 
the children were delightful. 
Everyone was keen to 
establish links so we could 
learn about each other and 
share our research.   
 
Beijing is a huge city full of 
contrasts. Luxurious hotels 
and high tech skyscrapers 
stand next to traditional 
Chinese courtyards. An 
ambitious building 
programme is underway as 
the Chinese prepare for the 
2008 Olympic Games. 
Being in a taxi is an 
experience not for the faint 
hearted! Cars, wagons and 
bicycles hurtle around the 
crowded roads missing 
each other by millimetres.   
 
The food is generally 
delicious- Peking duck, 
lotus roots, jasmine tea- 
while some dishes are 
strange to the western 
palate. 
 
China is a fascinating, 
enigmatic country. It casts a 
spell and draws visitors to 
return to learn more about 
it. I cannot wait to go back. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dorothy Brennan 
Headteacher of Langley 
Park Primary School 
 
School Crossing Patrol 
 
URGENTLY WANTED by 
Langley Park Primary 
School a School Crossing 
Patrol person. For further 
details contact Hugh 
Stephenson, County Hall 
on (0191) 3833926.  
 
 
 
 
 
Recently your editor came 
across a fascinating booklet 
entitled “Langley Park 
Wesleyan Methodist Church 
- Jubilee Chapel 
Anniversary 1882-1932”. As 
it happened it was 
purchased from Ian 
Henderson (from 
Rossendale), the grandson 
of Mrs Mary Proudlock 
Bambrough who lived in 
Langley Park. We also 
understand that the family 
of one of the local 
Preachers, Philip Henry 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hall, reside in the village. 
 
The first section of the 
booklet outlines the history 
of the Chapel, which we 
have printed below together 
with photographs of the old 
and new Chapel and a 
street map showing the 
location of the first premises 
used by the Chapelgoers. 
 
“The history of village 
Methodism is the story of 
vision, opportunity, 
enthusiasm and sacrifice.  
Particularly does this apply 
to Durham County.  John 
Wesley has permanently 
left the mark of his intrepid 
journeys and evangelical 
preaching on this Northern 
County.  The mining 
community has been keenly 
susceptible to his 
presentment of the Gospel, 
and manner of Church 
government.  So much so 
that there can scarcely be  
any village without its 
Methodist Chapel.  These 
sanctuaries have been both 
preaching and social 
centres, and the various 
activities in connection with 

THE LANGLEY PARK 
WESLEYAN METHODIST 
CHURCH 

Headteacher Dorothy Brennan standing on 
 The Great Wall of China 
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them, have provided the 
necessary spheres for 
fellowship, where men 
could secure relaxation and 
freedom from the hardships 
of life. 
 
There does not seem to be 
any record of Wesley 
travelling along the 
Browney Valley in his 
journals, but his lay 
preachers in later days 
must have done so.  The 
Browney Valley according 
to a local historian was one 
of rare beauty and 
fragrance.  The march and 
development of industry, 
however, has sadly marred 
the erstwhile pristine 
loveliness.  However, a 
country’s greatness does 
not depend on its lovely 
scenes, or majestic 
structures, but on a 
cultivated and noble type of 
citizen; and all honour must 
be paid to self-sacrificing 
men and women who toiled 
and sowed that a harvest of 
such citizens might 
continually be seen.  That, 
then, is the true story of our 
Village Methodism, a story 
which for ever enhances a 
country’s life. 
 
Before the year 1874, the 
Methodist of Browney 
Valley either had perforce to 
go to Lanchester or Witton 
Gilbert.  When the Consett 
Iron Co., however, in that 
year started sinking 
operations for coal, Langley 
Park may be said to have 
sprung into being.  Further 
developments meant the 
migration of new families 
into the neighbourhood, and 
shortly the founding of the  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wesleyan Society was 
established. 
 
The first Methodist Services 
were held in a room in 
North Street.  A better 
house, however, was 
secured in South Street, 
and here, until the Chapel 
was erected, the Society 
worshipped.  In the same 
room, Dr. Lee, the Vicar of 
Esh conducted Divine 
Worship, for members of his 
flock as well. 
 
The Sunday school was 
started, and under great 
difficulties the teachers 
must have laboured.  Here 
the first two 
superintendents, Mr. Nelson 
(who, later with his family 
emigrated to America), and 
Mr. George Peel, with Mr. 
Joseph Watson as 
secretary, and a small staff 
of teachers, began a work 
which no man can measure, 
or inestimable worth and 
never-ending influence. 
 
It is worthy of note that 
when the question of an 
Anniversary came round, 
and what memorable days  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
they are, of patient 
preparation, of eager 
enthusiasm, until the great 
day comes and goes, that 
the only suitable place that 
was possible was a building 
known as the “Brick Flats.” 
Those who knew that place 
in later days can visualise 
the work there must have 
been in preparing the place 
for an Anniversary Day, 
which was the time of 
rejoicing amongst girls, and 
boys, for new clothes 
generally made their 
appearance.  Many names 
are remembered with 
affection, men and women 
who laid the foundations of 
a strong Society.  Together 
with the foregoing were:-  
Mr. Henry Hepburn, Mr. 
William Hepburn, Mr. 
Jonathan Wardle, Mr. Isaac 
Ramsey and sons, Mr. 
William Crabb, Mr. Daniel 
Crabb, Mr. Thomas 
Christopher, of loving  
places to live. The new 
hotline will help us  target 
persistent, as well as the 
one-off, offenders and I 
would urge anyone who 
disposition, Mr. John 
Dodgson, Senr., a gifted 

 
Wesleyan Chapel 
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evangelical preacher, his 
son John, still with us; Mr. 
William Morton and Mr. 
Joseph Morton, Mr. Philip 
Hall, Mr. John Johnson, Mr. 
Jonathan Willis, and many 
others, particularly the 
Hedley family, old 
standards of the locality.  
Mr. Edward, John and 
George, the latter now 
being Trustees’ Treasurer 
for nearly thirty-five years, 
together with their sister, 
becoming keen workers.  
William Bowery, a man of 
prayer, and gifted with 
spiritual piety, came from 
Witton Gilbert, and joined 
the young Society. 
 
There are still those 
amongst us who remember 
those happy days, and one 
preacher is there still on 
Durham Circuit Plan who 
remembers preaching in 
that little room, in awe of its 
leading men. 
 
During this period, the 
members dreamed and say 
visions of a place of worship 
of their own.  Ultimately, the 
scheme for the erection of 
the present Chapel was 
formulated, and Mr. 
Thomas Hepburn, the 
Colliery Manager was made 
Treasurer.  It is a significant 
thing that our Church has 
had at two different periods 
of its history, two Methodist 
Colliery Managers, and in 
each of their lives a new 
building has been erected.  
The estimated cost of the 
Chapel was £700.  Towards 
this the Chapel  
 
Committee gave £40, and 
loaned £50 free of interest, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consett Iron Co. gave £50, 
and the late Mr. Chambers 
lent £170, which later sum 
was repaid with interest by 
May 20th, 1883.  In all  this it 
might truly be said:  “The 
people had a mind to work.”  
A most noteworthy 
achievement was the 
remarkable effort of Miss 
Hedley and Miss Hepburn, 
who collected and begged 
£100 throughout the Circuit.  
Sewing Meetings and 
Bazaars were arduously 
carried on, whilst some of 
the men (after their day’s 
work was finished) quarried 
the stones from Hill Top 
Quarry.  Such enthusiasm 
brought its ultimate reward.  
The Chapel was opened on 
Good Friday, 1882, 
practically free of debt, 
when the Rev. S. T. House, 
of Newcastle preached in 
the afternoon and in the 
evening gave a stirring 
address. The total 
collections for the day was 
£19-11-1, while the 
proceeds of the tea 
amounted to no less than 
£20-6-5.  What a triumphant 
day of rejoicing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We hope to include more 
photographs from the 
booklet in the next Esh 
Leaves 
 
 
 
In the November 2004 
edition we featured the two 
former cinemas and invited 
readers to share a few 
memories with us. We are 
delighted to report that Mr 
Terry Goundry has allowed 
us to quote the following 
extract from the book we 
also featured in the same 
edition, I Remember Hill 
Top. 
 
It was about this time that a 
large building of wood and 
corrugated iron raised its 
head in the centre of 
Langley Park.  Soon we got 
to know its name and also 
its function.  With much 
publicity and advertisement, 
it was named ‘The 
Hippodrome’ and new 
motion pictures would be 
shown on a large screen, 
together with suitable music 
performed on a piano.  
Evening performances soon 
began, admittance 

HIPPODROME AND 
ROXY CINEMAS 

The First Meeting Place and an area map 
with North & South Street shown by an X 
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twopence, threepence and 
fourpence, with a variety act 
or ‘turn’ halfway through.  
Soon we had a children’s 
show, or matinee, on a 
Saturday afternoon, with a 
reduced charge of one 
penny.   Now this was really 
something, as the only 
entertainment anything like 
this was Alf Denville’s 
Travelling ‘Gaff’, which was 
housed in a tent, and 
moved around from village 
to village.  Sometimes we 
had a few roundabouts and 
hoop-law stalls on their way 
to Newcastle town moor, or 
Blaydon hoppings.  I can 
never remember a circus 
being any nearer than 
Durham city.  The children’s 
seating in the ‘Hipp’ as it 
was soon named, was of 
very modest design, being 
only hard forms or benches, 
with no backs.  Neither 
were they fastened to the 
floor.  Soon after paying our 
penny and seating 
ourselves, the forms 
seemed to move of their 
own accord, and soon we 
had three separate groups.  
We were always taken 
under the wing of the Hill 
Top lads, and while waiting 
for the show to start were 
engaged in warfare with the 
other groups from Old Esh 
and Langley Park.  Orange 
peel monkey nuts and balls 
of paper were thrown amid 
much noise.  An attendant 
could do little, indeed he 
was often made the target 
of all and never escaped 
the attentions of a 
marksman from Esh who 
owned a stinging pea-
shooter.  If I remember 
rightly, this attendant was a 
kind old man and no-one 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
was ever ejected.  The only 
thing we say him do was to 
open the Exit doors when 
the piano started ‘God Save 
the King’ at the end of the 
programme.  Of course 
regulations had been 
brought in that all exit doors 
had to be made so as to 
open outwards, and 
someone had to be in 
attendance all the time in 
case of fire or accident. 
 
The picture show started 
amid great excitement and 
cheering.  Cowboys and 
Indians were very popular, 
and vivid motion pictures 
would show Indians on 
horseback, only small 
distant dots, galloping 
nearer and nearer towards 
the audience.  Bigger and 
bigger they seemed to get, 
and then vanish, but not 
before a lot of us lads had 
dived under the seats, 
thinking we would be 
tramped by horses hooves.  
The pictures conveyed the 
same impression when 
showing a long railway track 
and an engine which 
seemed to rush off the 

screen and right through the 
‘Hipp’.  Film stars were in 
the making, and we often 
saw Pearl White in the 
adventure serial.  She later 
became USA forces 
sweetheart of the first world 
war, and a song was written 
about her called ‘My little 
pearl of the army’.  Later we 
went to see William S. 
Harte, William Farnum, 
Douglas Firbanks senior, 
Mary Pickford ‘the world’s 
sweetheart’. Tom Mix, 
Charlie Chaplin, Fatty 
Arbuckle, Gentleman Jim 
Corbett (ex-world boxing 
champion), and even later 
our own British stars like 
John Barrymore, Violet 
Hobson, Stewart Rome, 
Henry Edwards, Chrissie 
White, big ugly loveable 
Victor McLaglan, and hosts 
more.  The moving picture 
was nothing short of a 
miracle when one realises 
the entertainment in the 
villages was very limited.  I 
remember the odd magic 
lantern show with coloured 
slides, or Punch and Judy.  
Mr. Joe Smith, Hill Top, had 
a phonograph with barrel 
records, and the privileged 
few could spend a night 
there listening to ‘Daisy 
Bell’, ‘Daddy wouldn’t buy 
me a bow-wow’ etc. 
 
© Terry Goundry  
 
Note from the Editor 
 
It’s not too late for the family 
of the Esh “marksman” to 
own up to their relatives 
misdemeanours! 
 
 
 
 

 
Hippodrome Cinema 
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West Durham Cluster of 
RC Churches – Mass 
times for Easter Services  

Maundy Thursday - Our 
Lady Queen of Martyrs R.C, 
Esh Winning - 7pm  
Good Friday - St Michael's, 
Esh Laude - 3pm  
Easter Saturday Vigil - St 
Patrick's Langley Moor - 
8pm 
Easter Sunday - St 
Michael's Esh Laude - 8am  
- St Joseph's Langley Park - 
9.30am 

All Saints Langley Park 

Thursday 24th March 
(Maundy Thursday)   
9.15am  Holy Communion 
Friday 25th March (Good 
Friday) 2.00pm  Prayers at 
the Cross 
Easter Sunday 9.45am  
Easter Eucharist 

St. Michael & All Angels, 
Esh 

Thursday 24th March 
(Maundy Thursday)   
7.30pm  Parish Eucharist 
Friday 25th March (Good 
Friday)  10.00am  Family 
Service 
Easter Day 9.15am  Easter 
Eucharist 

St. John the Baptist, 
Quebec 

Friday 25th March (Good 
Friday)   10.00am  Prayers 
at the Cross 
Saturday 26th March (Holy 
Saturday)  8.00pm  Easter 
Vigil 

Easter Day 10.45am  
Easter Eucharist 
 
St. Andrew’s Methodist 
Church, Langley Park 

  
Sunday 20th March (Palm 
Sunday) 10.30  Mrs Jill 
Goodman 
Maundy Thursday 2pm 
Remembering the last 
supper ~ informal 
communion service Revd 
Paul Wood 
Good Friday 11am Worship 
led by Revd Paul Wood 
Easter Sunday ~ Holy 
Communion 9.30am Revd 
Paul Wood 
 
 
 
 
“Esh Leaves” reported in 
November 2003 the plans 
that the County Council had 
then laid down for the 
provision of a purpose built 
Library for the residents of 
Langley Park. 
 
Where Are We? 
 
Since then, to progress the 
project, there has been a lot 
of hard work undertaken by 
Joe Armstrong, the local 
County Councillor, and 
officers of the County 
Council’s Culture and 
Leisure service, and 
Corporate Services Estates 
Section together with the 
Community Association, 
Esh Parish Council and 
local residents. 
 
Two provisions need to be 
made.  Firstly, a temporary 
service from a local building 
whilst the new library is 
being constructed.  

Secondly, the building of 
the new library. 
The County Council has 
been talking to Derwentside 
College about using part of 
the old fire station to house 
a temporary library service.  
There is an “in principle” 
agreement between both 
organisations which means 
that, allowing time for legal 
contracts to be drawn up 
and fitting out of the 
temporary library, there 
should be a service being 
delivered from the old fire 
station by late Spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In September and October 
last year a building 
feasibility study was 
undertaken on the suitability 
of the Church Street 
Community Centre to house 
the new library.  
Councillor Armstrong led a 
series of meetings between 
the Community Association 
Management Committee, 
Esh Parish Council and 
Officers of the County 
Council, to discuss the 
outcome of the study. 
 
Following a favourable 
response to design 
proposals from the 
Committee, and 
confirmation by the 
Committee that Coal 
Industry Social Welfare 
Organisation (CISWO - who 
are the freeholders of the 
property) would be willing to 
help facilitate the lease to 

EASTER SERVICES FOR 
OUR LOCAL CHURCHES 
 

THE NEW LIBRARY – AN 
UPDATE 

 
Proposed temporary Library 
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allow conversion for library 
use, Councillor Armstrong 
arranged a public meeting 
at Church Street 
Community Centre on 
25 November 2004 to 
consider all options. 
 
The meeting outlined the 
choices available for a new 
library service in Langley 
Park ie to convert the 
Church Street Community 
Centre or to build a new 
library from scratch in the 
grounds of the old Fire 
Station. 
 
Derek English, the 
Divisional Manager, and 
Dorothy Mason, the Group 
Manager responsible for the 
library service at Langley 
Park, arrived at the Institute 
at 10.00am and set up a 
display which aimed to 
show as graphically as 
possible the kind of building 
and services that would be 
provided. 
 
The exhibition was ran from 
1.30 pm – 7.30 pm. There 
were a few visitors before 
lunch! During the afternoon 
interest in the project 
increased. There were lots 
of questions about the 
conversion option – there 
was an architect’s 
impression of what could 
be, and while some 
questions were very 
specific, others were 
concerned with the kind of 
events which may take 
place from coffee mornings 
to Parish Council meetings. 
Questions about the new 
build included, size and 
outer appearance, and 
whether or not there would 
be space for events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By 7.30 pm the room was 
filling up rapidly and extra 
chairs had to be brought in. 
By the time the meeting 
commenced there was 
hardly a space in the room. 
There was a great deal of 
constructive discussion and 
comment on the options 
presented, and on the role 
of the County Council, local 
District and Parish 
Councillors, and the 
Community association. At 
the end of the meeting a 
vote took place which was 
overwhelmingly in favour of 
the conversion of the 
Church Street premises. 
 
Early in December, the 
County Council Cabinet 
agreed to an expenditure of 
over £300,000 as a capital 
conversion of the Church 
Street Community Centre. 
 
What Next? 
 
Over the next few months, 
legal and planning matters 
need to be resolved, in 
particular, written 
agreement between CISWO  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and the County Council on 
the proposals for Church 
Street. 
 
A further “intrusive” study 
will have to be undertaken 
on the building to make 
sure that it is free from such 
things as subsidence or dry 
rot.  This may cause some 
disruption to the use of the 
building but the County 
Council Officers will keep it 
to a minimum.  If anything 
needs doing, once the study 
has been undertaken, it will 
become part of the whole 
project. 
 
Once the conversion starts, 
it is expected to take up to 
40 weeks, which would 
mean residents of Langley 
Park could be using their 
new Library in late Spring, 
or early Summer 2006. 
  
If you have any immediate 
queries, please contact 
Nigel Canaway, Assistant 
Director, Culture and 
Leisure, Durham County  
Council, on 0191 383 3596 
or speak to Dorothy Mason 
at Belmont Library, or 

The Library Exhibition at Church Street Community Centre 
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colleagues on the mobile 
library. 
 
WHAT YOU ARE 
READING? 
 
What is everyone reading in 
Langley Park at the 
moment? 
 
Well the books that are 
currently flying off our 
shelves are: 

• Phoenix by John 
Connor 

• Night-time is my time 
by Mary Higgins Clark 

• Frozen by Richard 
Burke 

 
Also in our top ten are: 

• 2 books by James 
Patterson - Big bad 
wolf and London 
Bridges 

• 3 books by Josephine 
Cox – Lovers and liars; 
The beachcomber and 
Jinnie 

• 2 books by Patricia 
Cornwell – Blow fly and 
Trace 

 
In non-fiction our most 
popular titles are : 

• Gazza by Paul 
Gascoigne 

• No room for secrets by 
Joanna Lumley 

• A Northern soul by 
Jimmy Nail 

• The Simpsons holiday 
humdinger by Matt 
Groening 

• Trinny and Susannah 
by Trinny Woodall 

 
While the children's market 
is taken up by Jacqueline 
Wilson 

• Best friends 
 

• Midnight 
• The Diamond girls 

 
and the various volumes in 
Lemony Snicket's "A series 
of unfortunate events" – 
especially the first volume – 
A bad beginning. 
 
Note from the Editor 
 
I was most disappointed 
that these lists did not 
include the Parish Council 
Minutes for December 
2004!! 
 
Urban Renaissance 
 
Langley Park has recently 
been nominated as one of 
the settlements to be 
included in the Urban and 
Rural Renaissance Initiative 
(URRI).   
 
This Initiative, set up in 
June 2003 by the County 
Council in partnership with 
approximately 80 partners, 
consists of a 5 year 
programme of work to 
improve the centres of the 
towns and villages in 
County Durham.  It links 
physical improvements with 
other initiatives to improve 
the social, economic and 
urban environments in 
conjunction with the 
proposed library 
development.  
 
A sum of approx  £30,000 
has been allocated by the 
County Council for 
environmental improvement 
work and traffic calming 
measures in Langley Park 
between Church Street and 
Stringer Terrace.  
 

A full consultation is to be 
carried out later in the year. 
We hope to say more about 
this in future editions of Esh 
Leaves. 
 
 
 
 
REVENUES AND 
BENEFITS DIVISION 
 
Since April 2004 
Derwentside District Council 
and Durham Welfare Rights 
have commenced a take-up 
campaign to promote and 
encourage people to apply 
for Housing and/or Council 
Tax Benefit, and Welfare 
Rights Benefits.   
 
This is being done in two 
ways, one is by the 
Revenues and Benefits 
Project Team offering 
welfare rights help and 
advice to customers.  Anita 
Scott, the welfare rights 
worker holds surgeries 
fortnightly at Langley Park 
Neighbourhood Office, 
Thomas Street from 10 - 
11.30 am, by appointment 
only.  If you wish to make 
an appointment please ring 
the Project Team on 01207 
218676.  The project team 
have also attended local 
luncheon clubs and tea 
dances offering advice and 
help to fill in forms. 
 
We also have a mobile unit 
known as The Multi Agency 
Resource Centre (MARC) 
which goes around the 
whole of the Derwentside 
District in partnership with 
The Police, Durham County 
Council and The Primary 
Care Trust.  You can get 
advice from Marc if you 

NEWS FROM THE 
DISTRICT COUNCIL 
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need help with: claiming 
housing and/or council tax 
benefit, pension credit, 
attendance allowance, 
welfare rights advice, debt 
counselling and home 
security. Bus passes will 
also be available from Marc 
in the future.   
 
Marc has been out in 
Langley Park, (outside the 
butchers shop) and Esh (on 
the Village Green) on a 
regular basis, when we are 
coming to your area you will 
see posters in your local 
shops, post office and 
Council neighbourhood 
office, or alternatively you 
can ring the Marc helpline 
on 01207 218692. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since April 2004 we have 
awarded additional benefits 
of £27911.90 to 9 
customers in your area.   If 
you have any queries and 
see Marc out in your area 
we will be more than happy 
to try to help you.  We look 
forward to being in your 
area soon.      
 
THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
OFFICE 
 
Regeneration  
 
We have nearly moved all 
tenants from the designated 
properties in Hill Top View 
and should soon be able to 
move onto demolition and 

the next stage of the 
development process. 
 There have been some 
incidents of vandalism to 
the empty properties though 
security is being employed 
on the estate. 
 
New Properties  
 
Nomad Housing are 
currently progressing with 
the development of 
properties to rent, on infill 
sites in Park Drive area. 
Derwentside District Council 
has nomination rights on 
the first tenancies in the 
properties, so anyone 
interested should contact 
the Neighbourhood Office. 
 
Stock Transfer Update  
 
The decision for the Council 
to pursue a Large Scale 
Voluntary Transfer of its 
stock was passed in July 
2004, all tenants will be 
consulted in Summer 2005 
and there will be a ballot on 
Choice of Landlord in 
September 2005. 
 
Rent Incentive Scheme  
 
The Housing Department 
has introduced a twice 
yearly prize draw, for all 
tenants who have a clear 
rent account at the date of 
the draw. However to be 
included in the draw you 
MUST apply each time a 
draw is due to take place.  
 
The next draw will be at the 
end of March and forms are 
available from the 
Neighbourhood office. 
 
 

Housing Act 2004  
 
There has been a new 
Housing Act which came 
into force in January 2005. 
This has implications for 
Council Tenants. 
 
Introductory Tenants  
 
There are now certain 
conditions when the 
introductory (probationary) 
period on an Introductory 
Tenancy can be extended 
for another 6 months 
 
Right To Buy 
 
The qualifying period for a 
Tenant to serve prior to 
being allowed the Right to 
Buy has increased from 2 to 
5 years. This only applies to 
tenancies created after the 
Act came into force in 
January 2005, the discount 
rules stay the same. 
 
Other issues 
 
Include an increase in 
graffitti throughout the area.  
 
FROM LEISURE 
SERVICES 
 
Easter Activities  
 
For the Little Ones  
2.30 p.m.:  Wednesday 
23rd March  
Empire Theatre, Consett  
Applause Productions 
presents  
HUMPTY DUMPTY  
in Nursery Rhyme Land  
Come and meet Humpty 
Dumpty and his friends! 
 This sparkling, captivating 
professional production is 
great fun for everyone – 
featuring lots of colourful 

 
The MARC 
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nursery rhyme characters, 
songs, comedy, and plenty 
of audience participation.   
What is the nasty Professor 
Yolk up to? Will Humpty fall 
off the wall?  Meet Old 
Mother Hubbard, Simple 
Simon, Old King Cole, Little 
Miss Muffet, Jack & Jill and 
lots, lots more. Tickets £6 / 
£5 concessions.  Bookings 
to (01207) 218171/218899  
 
Tuesday 29th March  
Lamplight Arts Centre: 
10.00 – 11.00 a.m.  
Belle Vue Leisure Centre: 
2.00 - 3.00 p.m.  
Martin Duffy presents his 
own and inimitable brand 
of  
MAGIC & MAYHEM  
You won’t believe your 
eyes!  Surprises galore and 
lots of fun guaranteed when 
you come along to see this 
show.  Tickets £2.  Book on 
(01207) 218899.  
 
FANCY A FILM?  
Lamplight Arts Centre, 
Stanley  
Monday 21st/Tues 
22nd/Wednesday 23rd at 
2.00 p.m. & 7.30 p.m.  
and Thursday 24th at 2.00 
p.m. only  
THE SPONGEBOB 
SQUAREPANTS MOVIE 
(U) – 90 mins  
 
Don't 
Forget..............Saturday 
Movie Club – The Fun 
Start To The Weekend  
Every Saturday morning 
at 10.30 a.m.  All 
admissions only £1  
For details of the Easter 
programme tel.  Empire 
Theatre – 01207 218171,  
Lamplight Arts Centre – 
01207 218899.  Both 

venues have full disabled 
access.  
FOR THE YOUNG & 
ADVENTUROUS  
This Easter, Derwentside 
Leisure Services is co-
ordinating another 
'SURVIVAL' programme 
that will offer a range of 
challenging and exciting 
activities for 9 - 16 year 
olds.  The activities will 
include: canoeing, cycling, 
dry skiing, tobogganing and 
other 'outward bound' type 
sessions.  Details about 
these, and trips that are on 
offer, can be obtained from 
the Leisure Hotline on 
(01207) 218899.  
 
ALL DAY FAMILY TRIP - 
Forbidden Corner, 
Yorkshire  
On Thursday 31st March, 
there will be another 
opportunity for families from 
Langley Park to 'hitch a ride' 
on the 'Leisure Link', to top 
tourist attraction, The 
Forbidden Corner.  If you 
haven't managed to get 
along yet, this is something 
really worth trying out.  The 
kids will love the mystery 
and mysticism and you'll be 
impressed by the innovation 
and effort that's gone into 
making this attraction so 
popular in such a short 
space of time.  Times and 
costs to be confirmed - tel. 
the Leisure Hotline on 
(01207) 218899 to find out 
about this trip and others 
leaving from Consett & 
Stanley to Whitehouse 
Farm, Morpeth and 
Waterworld, Prudhoe.  
 
SPORTS DEVELOPMENT  
Dewentside Sports 
Development has arranged 

for a number of sports 
courses and casual 
sessions to run throughout 
the Easter break.  Tennis, 
indoor athletics tri-golf, and 
an Introductory Golf 
Coaching course will be 
available. Telephone the 
Leisure Hotline on (01207) 
218899 for further 
information.  
 
 
 
I have been contacted by 
schools in the Esh area 
complaining about the large 
amounts of dog faeces 
being deposited along the 
main road and on the 
Village Green.  Children 
walk to and from school 
along the main road and are 
constantly treading in dog 
dirt, this is then taken into 
school, into cars or into their 
home.  Children, Teachers 
and Parents find this very 
distressing.  
  
Not only is DOG FOULING 
anti social but it is also a 
health hazzard especially to 
children, as it is our children 
who play on the grassed 
areas and pavements 
where dogs usually do their 
business.  
 
Derwentside District Council 
has been enforcing The 
Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 
1996 for approximately 5 
years now.  This Act makes 
it an offence if you do not 
clean up after your dog on 
designated land.  (Most 
land in Derwentside is 
designated).  Failure to 
comply with this Act will 
result in a £50 Fixed 
Penalty Notice (on the spot 
fine) being issued by an 

DOG FOULING 
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authorised Officer. POOP 
SCOOP BAGS are 
available FREE OF 
CHARGE from all Council 
Offices.  PLEASE BE 
RESPONSIBLE AND 
CLEAN UP AFTER YOUR 
DOG.  
 
If anyone wishes to speak 
to me regarding this article 
please contact me tel 01207 
218309 in confidence  
 
Lyn Copeland  
Dog Enforcement/Education 
Officer 
 
CCTV 
 
Initially 3 sites have been 
identified in conjunction with 
your local Councillors for 
the installation of monitored 
CCTV (close circuit 
television) within the Esh 
ward. 
 
The sites identified are as 
follows : 
 
Old Firestation Tower. 
 
Outside Baptist Church at 
junction of Front Street and 
Low Moor Road. 
 
Outside Londis on Low 
Moor Road. 
 
The initial assessment on 
the feasibility of installing 
cameras at those sites has 
been carried out by 
Derwentside IT and 
Engineers section. These 
will now be assessed to 
ensure that columns can be 
erected in those locations 
and they can be connected 
to enable transmission and 
recording of the images to 
the Control Centre at 

Consett. If there are 
problems with any of the 
above sites another location 
may need to be found 
although this is not 
anticipated at this stage. 
 
After this planning 
permission will be applied 
for each site and if and 
when this is granted 
construction work will start. 
If there are any questions 
about CCTV in general or 
specific to the Esh area you 
can use the Customer 
Services contact form at 
www.derwentside.gov.uk or 
telephone (01207) 693693 

 
In the November 2004 of 
Esh Leaves we set readers 
a challenge – name all the 
persons on the Esh Treat 
Fund photograph which was  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

taken back in the mid 50’s.  
One local resident had them 
all identified within 24 hours 
– so just in case any of you 
are still trying to name them 
we have repeated the 
photograph with a list 
linking missing names to 
numbers.  
 
We were also contacted by 
Mr. Sid Bolam from 
Scunthorpe who recognised 
various relatives from this 
and other old photographs 
on the Parish Council 
Website.  Mr Bolam is in the 
process of compiling his 
Family History and is trying 
to trace his Cousin Brenda 
Donaldson, nee Iveson the 
daughter of the late 
Atty Iveson of Cornsay 
Colliery.  Brenda’s last 
known location is in the 
Newcastle area.  If any of 
our readers have any 
information that may be of 
help to Sid he can be  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ESH TREAT 
PHOTOGRAPH FROM 
ISSUE 13 

 
(1) Mrs Boyle? (2) Mrs Aither (3) Mrs Mace? (4) Mrs McCabe 
(5) Mrs Golightly (6) Mrs Tighe (7) Mrs Kitson  (8) Mr Glennon  
(9) Mr Iveson (10) Mr Smith (11) Mr Mace? (12) Fr. Caine 
(13) Mr Tiplady (14) Mrs Hughes (15) Mrs Maitland  
(16) Mrs Stephenson or Mrs Rayner? (17) Mr Towns (18) Mr Brennan 
(19) Mr Golightly (20) Miss Marley? (21) Mrs Sands  
(22) Mrs Thompson (23) Mrs O’Connelly (24) Mr Goundry 
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contacted at:  
100 Bushfield Road, 
Scunthorpe. N. Lincs. 
DN16 1NA or by email at 
sjbolam@yahoo.co.uk. 
 
Mr Bolam has very kindly 
made a donation to the Esh 
Treat Fund. 
 
Why not visit the Parish 
Council’s web site 
www.eshparishcouncil.go
v.uk to see our collection of 
photographs both old and 
new with more added 
regularly. 
 
 
 
 
It was my first Sunday 
morning in Langley Park, 
and after spending most of 
my adult life in a town I was 
now looking forward to the 
sights and sounds of the 
countryside. 
 
The bright spring sunshine 
lit up the whole Browney 
valley and in the distance I 
could just hear the peel of a 
Church bell mingled with 
early morning bird song.  
But there was another 
sound, that took me back to 
my childhood in a North 
Yorkshire village, and as it 
got louder I moved to the 
window where all was 
revealed. A magnificent Bay 
horse proudly carrying its 
lady rider suitably dressed 
for the occasion.  It was like 
I had come home. 
 
I have always loved horses, 
and before long I saw many 
more walking and trotting 
around the village.  It was 
now obvious that this was 
quite a horsy place.  So I  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
decided to find out more 
about the horses in and 
around Langley Park. 
 
I had been told I must talk 
to a young man called 
Jamie Atkinson. However, 
his grandad Jack Reay did 
tell me he is very difficult to 
catch, and I soon realised 
what he meant. Jamie’s 
grandparents Jack and 
Betty Reay are a well-
known local couple who 
previously owned the 
Wallnook Mill Farm, and are 
now enjoying their well-
earned retirement. 
 
After many failed attempts I 
did eventually manage to 
catch Jamie on his mobile.  
 
Twenty eight year old 
Jamie, who lives in 
Wallnook, first started riding 
at the age of two, and went 
on to make quite an 
impression in the horse-
riding world.  He was 
selected for the under 16, 
under 18 and under 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
British Three Day Event 
team riding in the European 
Championships. 
 
During the Three Day Event 
he rides in three phases: 
Dressage, Cross Country, 
and Show Jumping.  He told 
me he can take part in as 
many as 30 events a year, 
riding up to ten times in 
each event, mainly in the 
UK, Ireland, Germany, 
France, Holland and 
Sweden. 
He personally owns three 
horses, but rides and trains 
many more for other 
owners.  To train the horses 
he has created a Cross 
Country practice course in a 
field just outside Langley 
Park. 
 
Over the years Jamie has 
received countless trophies, 
and in January of this year 
he received the fantastic 
news that he has been 
selected to be in the World 
Class Potential Programme, 

MUSIC TO MY EARS 
 

Jamie Atkinson riding ‘Babiole Du Cochet’ at Thirlestane Castle. 
(Many thanks to Grossick Racing Photography for use of photograph) 
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which could take him to the 
next Olympic Games. 
 
There is no doubt we have 
a very talented young man 
in our midst, and we wish 
him every success for the 
future. 
 
I now decided to pay a visit 
to Paul Russell’s stables in 
Wallnook, and talked to 
Paul’s son Dan. This 
friendly young man 
immediately took me to a 
stable to see one of his 
horses called ‘Tubs’, and 
with unmistakable pride he 
showed me his selection of 
Sulky carriages, both one 
and two-seaters.   
 
A day or two later I had a 
chat with Paul Russell 
himself, and I was quite 
bowled over when he told 
me that he actually owns 70 
horses.  At present most of 
them are grazing in various 
fields around this area, but 
a few can be seen on the 
hillside next to the road 
leading to Esh village. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I later asked Dan if he 
would take a horse and 
Sulky through the village for  
a photo shoot, and in no 
time at all ‘Brown Tom’ was 
harnessed and happily 
trotting down Quebec 
Street.  There is no doubt 
this young man has a 
natural ability with horses, 
and I feel sure many of you 
will have seen ‘Tubs’ or 
‘Brown Tom’ trotting 
through Langley Park 
pulling that very same Sulky  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
with Dan in the driving seat. 
 
My next port of call was 
Austin House, near the old 
railway station in Wallnook 
Lane, to have a chat with 
Keith Atkinson (no relation 
to Jamie Atkinson).  During 
the summer months Keith 
and his wife Patti can often 
be seen driving through 
Langley Park on a single-
horse carriage designed for 
one sitting and one standing 
at the back.  Seven-year-old 
‘Tom’ is their favourite to 
pull the single-horse 
carriage. 
 
Keith told me they have 
additional stables where 
other village horse owners 
stable their horses.   Over 
the last eight years Keith 
and Patti have thoroughly 
enjoyed taking part in 
competition carriage driving, 
and have won a number of 
trophies. These 
competitions are equivalent 
to the horse riding Three 
Day Event, but naturally, 
without the jumps. 
 

 

The familiar sight of Dan Russell driving a Sulky through 
Langley Park pulled by ‘Brown Tom’. 

 

 
Keith Atkinson and his wife Patti on their single-horse 

carriage pulled by ‘Tom’. 
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It has been a real pleasure 
seeing the Langley Park 
horses and talking to their 
owners.  I have learnt such 
a lot since that first day 
Victoria Urwin rode past our 
window on her horse called 
‘Eden’.  Victoria, and all the 
other horse riders are a joy 
to see, and long may we 
continue to hear that 
delightful clip-clop around 
the streets of Langley Park. 
 
Terry Chilton. 
 
 
 
 
 
This will be a year of 
change for the Community 
Association (and the whole 
village) with a new Library 
being installed (or some 
might say re-installed!) in 
the Institute at Church 
Street. 
 
The small group of 
committee members are still 
hard at work running both 
the Institute and Wood View 
Community Centre, and will 
be happy to see old friends 
and new at our AGM which 
will be held at 7.00 pm on 
Thursday 31 March 2005, at 
Wood View Community 
Centre.  Refreshments will 
be provided. Nominations 
for committee members 
should be lodged with the 
secretary, Alison 
Spenceley, by Thursday 24 
March 2005 (tel; 373 1876).   
 
Everyone is welcome to 
attend the AGM and we 
would very much like (and 
need) to have some new, 
active committee members, 
also members of the 

Association itself.  The 
kinds of activities committee 
members are involved in 
are:  organising events, 
finding funds to run events  
and keep buildings in good 
repair, ie writing out 
application forms (very 
time-consuming), 
organising classes at IT @ 
the ‘Tute (computer suite 
with 6 computers and a 
Community Information 
Point for community use), 
taking money on the door at 
the Bingo, etc., being a 
caller at the Bingo, etc., etc. 
There’s a lot of work to be 
done by us volunteers, but if 
you would like to become a 
committee member, that 
doesn’t mean that you need 
to get involved in all of 
them, but you do need to 
commit some time. 
 
Membership of the 
Association is kept low to 
encourage as many people 
as possible to join, and it 
means that if you want to 
hire the hall for a family 
party or any social event, 
you can do so at a reduced 
rate. 
 
Up and coming events 
 
Hands on Health – a free, 8 
week course, on feeding the 
family starts on Thursday 7 
April (9.30 – 11.30).   The 
course is for anyone who 
has a child under the age of 
16, is a great way of finding 
out how to feed the family 
healthily, at low cost and it’s 
fun! (Booking essential) 
 
Improve your health!  This 
is for people suffering from 
diabetes, blood pressure or 
heart problems and is just in 

the planning stages, but 
coming up soon. (Please 
get in touch with the 
Secretary if you are 
interested.) 
 
Activities for children and 
young people – last year we 
had the old school yard at 
Wood View marked out for 
a variety of sports and 
games (thanks to Durham 
County Council) and are 
now in the process of 
writing to a variety of 
funders (as I said, very 
time-consuming) to fund 
equipment so that we can 
have some activities for our 
young people in our village, 
hopefully by this summer. 
 
Home Front Recall – we are 
applying for funds to run a 
series of activities and 
events this year, to 
commemorate the 60th 
anniversary of the end of 
the Second World War. 
We hope to hold a range of 
dances, displays and  
memorabilia events 
(funding permitting), so start 
going through those 
cupboards now for your 
1940s stuff! 
 
Improvements to Wood 
View – we are working with 
Durham County Council 
who own the building, to 
carry out some much-
needed improvements to 
the exterior and interior of 
the building.  We are also 
applying to funders for 
signs, and noticeboards to 
make the centre easier to 
find and make it more 
attractive and visible.   
 
We are happy to work with 
EQUaL Partnership, Esh 

LANGLEY PARK & 
DISTRICT COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 
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Parish Council, 
Derwentside District Council 
and Durham County 
Council and all their various 
councillors and departments 
to improve both the Institute 
and Wood View for the use 
of all local residents (we still 
need your help to do this!) 
 
May we also take this 
opportunity to thank 
everyone for their 
continuing support of both 
centres over the years. 
If you would like to book on 
any courses or would like 
any further information 
about hiring Wood View or 
the Institute, or on how you 
can join the committee, or 
help in any way, or any 
other information, please 
contact Alison Spenceley, 
Secretary, on 0191 373 
1876. 
 
 
 
 
Esh and Quebec 
Play areas 
 
Awaiting a report on work 
required to the existing sites 
before reopening in Spring. 
 
Tsunami Appeal 
 
Residents have been 
asking if the Parish Council 
has made a donation to the 
Tsunami Appeal. 
Unfortunately the Council is 
not permitted by law to 
make such a donation but is 
currently exploring other 
ways of “helping”. Hopefully 
more on this later. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contacting the Parish 
Council by email:  
Please note that the Parish 
Clerk’s address is now 
aparishclerk@homecall.co.
uk 
 
Casual Vacancy 
 
Following 2 Casual 
Vacancies on the Parish 
Council notices were put on 
display on 15th February 
2005 and 9th March 2005. 
The outcome of the first 
Vacancy was that no 
election was called for. 
More on this in our next 
edition. 
 
Doreen Cummings and 
Norman and Norah 
Gowland 
 
Readers will be pleased to 
hear that the Parish Council 
has commissioned bench 
seats to be installed at the 
top of the Silly Steps near 
the Board Inn and opposite 
the childrens play area, 
Quebec. The seats are 
being dedicated to the late  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Doreen Cummings and 
Norman and Norah 
Gowland and we hope to 
say more on this in the next 
edition of Esh Leaves. 
 
Pantomime 
 
The Parish Council hosted 
its annual Pantomime at the 
Wood View on Saturday 
18th December 2004. In fact 
it was our second 
pantomime within the space 
of 12 months. 
 
An audience of around 60 
parents, and children, were 
entertained by the Panto 
Company (based at the Old 
Police Station, Bedlington) 
to a musical rendition of 
Aladdin. The Company was 
on a major tour of the 
British Isles and we were 
fortunate enough to hire 
their services between 
engagements in Ireland and 
Derby. After a barnstorming 
first half, with several loose 
ends, they were all tied up 
with lots of happiness once 
a certain genii had done his 
bit. Which reminds me has 

NEWS FROM THE 
PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 
The Panto Company performing Aladdin 
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any reader got some new 
lamps for old!   
 
During the interval 
refreshments were served 
by Alison Spenceley and 
Chris Robinson and several 
prizes were on offer for the 
lucky programme number 
and raffle. 
 
Pee Wee does his bit to 
turn on the lights 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year we arranged for 
the one of the leading cast 
members from the Gala 
Theatre pantomime Snow 
White and the Seven 
Dwarfs, to turn on our lights. 
Pee Wee, the Court Jester, 
also found time in his busy 
schedule to call at the 
Langley Park Primary 
School to carry out a whistle 
stop tour of all the 
classrooms – oh yes he did 
and managed to extract 
decibel levels from the 
pupils not reached before 
on the premises. 
 
Apart from a major last 
minute crisis, which is best 
left unrecorded, we had a 
reasonably stress free 

period until the 6th January 
when our lighting, fencing  
and forestry contractors 
came along and did their 
respective removal tasks. 
 
As usual a big thank you to 
our sponsors, Olivers Tree 
Services, Wharton 
Landscapes, FTL, the 
Cross Keys Inn, Esh and to 
Langley Park Baptist 
Church for hosting the 
refreshments for our guests. 
Also to Service Direct and  
NJC Cassidy Wrought Iron 
for their excellent services 
and not least to the pupils 
and staff from Langley Park 
Primary School for the 
magnificent boards 
attached to the tree fencing 
 
Parish Council Meetings 
 
All Meetings commence at 
7.00pm (excepting when 
following the Annual 
Assembly and the Annual 
General Meeting) in the 
Parish Room, Church Street 
Community Centre and 
occasionally at other 
locations. The choice of 
venue is subject to an 
annual review at the Annual 
General Meeting.  
 
Members of the public are 
welcome to attend the non- 
confidential part of the 
Agenda and there is an 
opportunity to raise matters 
of interest at the end of this 
part of the Agenda.  
 
Next Meetings 
 
Tuesday 12th April 2005 
Annual Meeting followed by 
Ordinary Meeting. Parish 
Room  

Tuesday 10th May 2005 
Annual General Meeting 
followed by Ordinary 
Meeting. Parish Room 
Tuesday 14th June 2005 
Tuesday 12th July 2005 
 
Annual Assembly 
 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL 
ASSEMBLY OF PARISH 
MEETING 
 
PARISH OF ESH 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT 
 
The ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 
of the Parish Meeting for 
the above named Parish will 
be held in the Parish Room, 
Langley Park on Tuesday 
the 12th April 2005 at 
7.00pm. 
 
Such Persons only as are 
registered as Local 
Government Electors for the 
Parish will be entitled to 
attend and vote at the 
Meeting. 
 
The Business to be 
transacted at the Meeting 
will be as follows: 
 
1   Apologies for absence 
2 Minutes of the Assembly 

held on 13th April 2004 
3   Matters arising 
4   Chairman’s Report 
5 Parish Precept 

2005/2006 
6   Any Other Business 
 
M. G. Ackroyd   
                  
Clerk to Esh Parish Council           
 
 
 
 

 
Turning on the Christmas Lights 
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Allotment Waiting List 
 
If anyone is interested in 
putting their name on the 
Waiting List then please 
contact the Parish Clerk on 
0191 3736687. The rent for 
2005 is £21 per allotment. 
The rent for the 2006 
season has already been 
fixed by the Parish Council 
at the same amount. The 
allotments have the benefit 
of a water supply via 
lockable taps.  
 
Winter gritting  
 
The Parish Council 
arranged for a limited 
amount of gritting this 
winter. Our contractor was 
in daily contact with the 
County Council’s weather 
line during the potentially 
vulnerable periods. 
 
Service 53 and 54 
 
Like most of our readers the 
Parish Council was only 
made aware of the changes 
to these services after they 
had been implemented in 
late January. The Council 
has written to the bus 
operator expressing both 
concern at the lack of any 
notice and the reduced 
service into Durham 
 
 
 
 
When I first came to 
Langley Park I was curious 
about the village history, 
and very soon found myself 
talking to a number of the 
older generation.  One 
person in particular had one 
of the most remarkable 
memories I have ever 

known, a lady called Mrs 
Dorothy Holmes of Finings 
Avenue. Eventually Dorothy 
gave me valuable 
information for a number of 
my Esh Leaves articles, 
describing everything in 
amazing detail and clarity. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sadly, I now find myself 
writing about the passing of 
Dorothy who died during the 
early hours of February 9th, 
at the age of 88 years. 
 
This dear lady was a very 
gentle and thoughtful 
person blessed with a great 
deal of wisdom, yet I never 
heard her say a wrong word 
about anyone.  Indeed, she 
was a devout Christian who 
regularly attended the 
Langley Park Baptist 
Chapel since the age of 
three. She will be sorely 
missed.  Dorothy was also 
blessed with a wonderful 
family, and my thoughts go 
out to them all during this 
difficult time. 
 
I know I shall dearly miss 
my telephone conversations 
with Dorothy who painted 
such a happy picture of the 
old days in Langley Park. 
 
Terry Chilton 

 
 
 
 
Fr. Tony Battle   

Fr. Tony Battle, who served 
as priest for the Roman 
Catholic Parish of St. 
Michael’s, Esh and St. 
Joseph’s, Langley Park, 
died on the 3rd January 
2005 after a short illness.  

 

 

 

 

 

Anthony David Battle was 
born on 23rd January 1942 
in Washington. He attended 
St Joseph’s Primary School 
in Washington, St 
Cuthbert’s Grammar School 
in Newcastle upon Tyne 
and while there gained a 
State Scholarship to go to 
Kings College at London 
University to study English. 
He was then accepted for 
his studies for the 
Priesthood and began his 
training at the Venerable 
English College in Rome in 
1963. He served at St. 
Mary’s Cathedral, was 
Chaplain to Newcastle 
University, then to Teams, 
Grindon and finally in 2002 
to our parish, which he took 
on as part of the newly 
formed West Durham 
Cluster of Catholic 
Churches.  

Tony was a man of 
profound faith and 

 
Mrs. Dorothy Holmes  

Fr. Tony Battle 

OBITUARY 

THE  OLD  DAYS 
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marvelous contradiction. 
Despite a priestly and 
academic training that 
marked him out as a 
potential high flyer, he let 
the call of his faith to 
humble service mark his 
path in life. Offered the 
position of Catholic 
Chaplain to Cambridge 
University he instead chose 
to be Parish Priest of 
Teams, arguably the 
poorest parish and toughest 
assignment in the Diocese. 
His deep commitment to the 
poor saw him before the 
courts for refusing to pay 
the Poll Tax. He joined anti-
nuclear protests and wrote 
and spoke strenuously of 
the need for all people, but 
particularly Christians, to 
attend to the needs of the 
environment and the poor 
nations of our world.  

At the centre of all these 
things was a life of prayer 
and belief in the utter reality 
of Jesus. Many who met 
Tony would remark that he 
possessed what can only 
be described as an aura of 
holiness and integrity that 
they would find compelling. 
Yet he was never an easy 
man to have around. One 
knew that the deeply 
insightful and often 
disturbing word of advice or 
observation would, sooner 
or later, emerge from his 
lips - if he felt that it was 
right to do so. Somehow 
this only added to, not 
lessened, the respect with 
which he was held.  

It was a fitting example of 
the marvelous contradiction 
of Tony’s life that the 
Homecoming Service 

(which Tony created) for the 
reception of his body and 
the funeral the next day, 
both at St. Mary’s 
Cathedral, were so well 
attended. For his funeral, 
the Cathedral was literally 
packed to overflowing with 
over eight hundred people, 
including seventy priests, 
three Bishops and one 
Archbishop, to celebrate 
and mourn a life that 
touched so many because it 
was lived so humbly and 
truthfully. Tony is survived 
by his mother and two 
sisters. 
 
 
 
In the last edition we 
featured a Wordgram kindly 
devised by Stuart Harris, of 
Langley Park Post Office. 
 
The answers as to what you 
can buy at his Post Office 
were as follows: 
Foreign Currency 
TV Licence 
Travel Insurance 
Postal Orders 
Road Tax 
Postage Stamps 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loans 
Saving Stamps 
Pensions 
Fishing Licence 
Banking 
Car Insurance 
National Savings 
Bill Payment 
Bonds 
E Topups 
 
The winner was Mrs F 
Sharp 
 
Stuart has kindly prepared 
another Wordgram which 
features 29 old and new 
streets in Langley Park. 
There is one trick answer in 
the list so be warned. Also 
remember we are looking 
for the first name only so for 
example if the street 
happens to be say 
DOWNING STREET the 
answer is DOWNING. 
 
Entries to the Parish Clerk 
by 5.00pm Friday 29th April 
2005, in a suitably endorsed 
envelope ie WORDGRAM 
written on the outside. The 
address is Mr M. G. 
Ackroyd, Clerk to Esh  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORDGRAM 

V H J F D R T M I N D R I D G E 
T G M I D D R I D G E W D U J M 
V I S N O R T G Y T R O S E A R 
B Y H I J I K C S E N O R T H A 
O G A N I S D R N C E D A R Y I 
N H T G U Y H E E L A L I L A L 
O O H S H E E S T U A A W L S W 
S S O U T H R C H E S N H A D A 
M P M U M P R E E D O D A R C Y 
E I A I R F I N R O S S Y C E E 
A T S T U R N T T O F G H H D P 
D A V I S O G E O R G E Y R A P 
O L L O D N T E N C E D D A R L 
W O O D Y T O M O R R E L M B E 
B C P H O E N I X B G A B L E T 
A A A B H Y I K I O A S H L E O 
N L L O G A N H I L L T O P C N 
K Y M Z T E A S K R N Y F X E D 
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Parish Council, 8 Long 
Garth, Whitesmocks, 
DURHAM CITY DH1 4HJ. 
 
A separate list of the 
answers with your name 
and address shown would 
be preferred rather than  
sending in a torn out copy 
of the Wordgram with the 
answers identified in some 
format. 
 
Stuart has specifically 
requested that residents 
should not try and obtain 
the answers from him as he 
is under strict instructions, 
from the Editor, to reply in 
those choice words of 
Manuel “I know nothing – I 
am from Greenock”. 
 
Oops nearly forgot the prize 
is a copy of BOBBY 
ROBSON’S BOOK – 
“AGAINST THE ODDS” 
 
 
 
 
In the November 2004 
edition of Esh Leaves we 
reported on a mink hunt on 
the River Browney near the 
former British Coal 
allotments. 
 
The Durham Wildlife Trust 
Conservation Manager has 
asked us to clarify some of 
the issues raised in this 
article and we set out a 
slightly edited version of his 
comments for the benefit of 
our readers.  
 
“Mink have colonised the 
River Wear system in 
the1980's from both the 
north and the south and are 
now well established in 

Durham including the River 
Browney.  
The Wildlife Trusts have a 
continuous problem with 
mink as a predator of river 
side wildlife, in particular 
they are a key element in 
the serious ongoing decline 
of the water vole, an animal 
which used to be very 
common on the 
Browney. Various 
techniques have been 
tested to control mink and 
the results show that the 
best way is by trapping, 
traps are inexpensive, mink 
are easy to catch and traps 
can be kept in place 
permanently. In the south of 
England trapping 
campaigns have been used 
on some rivers with very 
successful results, in some 
cases complete removal of 
mink within a relatively short 
space of time and including 
real increases in water vole 
numbers. Hunting mink with 
hounds is not the best way 
to achieve the same results 
as it can cause extreme 
disturbance to all riverside 
wildlife including nesting 
birds and is generally 
inefficient in controlling mink 
numbers.  One other thing 
to consider is the presence 
of otters, otters are 
protected under law and it is 
illegal to disturb or kill them 
in their river side habitats, 
recent research has shown 
that as otters re-colonise 
rivers they displace mink to 
some extent. Otters are 
now present on the 
Browney and a few lucky 
people have had the 
pleasure of seeing them.   
 
I'd hate to see anti mink 
activities threaten our 

sensitive otter populations.   
 
If mink are becoming a 
problem to livestock then 
the first thing to do is try 
and exclude them, if that is 
not practical then trapping is 
the other alternative, it's 
easy to do and if done  
properly it doesn't have any 
damaging effect on other 
river side wildlife.  
 
 Terry Coult 
 Conservation Manager 
 
 
 
Occasionally looking for 
staff 
 
Country Style – Ring 
Margaret on 0191 3731733  
 
Red Tiles Service Station 
– Ring Louise on 0191 
3735324 
 
Fothergills – Ring John on 
0191 3736405 
 
Due to expansion Durham 
Logistics College has a 
number of vacancies 
available. Contact Rachael 
on 0191 373 7745. 
 
Vacancy adverts are free. 
Tel 01913736687 for details 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MINK 
 

VACANCIES 
 

Esh Parish Council 
(0191) 3736687 

Durham County Council 
(0191) 3833000 

Derwentside District Council 
(01207) 693693 or 218000 

 
We intend to provide a full list 
of services in the next edition 

of Esh Leaves 

USEFUL NUMBERS 
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ADVERTISEMENTS 

N.J.C. WROUGHT 
IRON 

 
GATES ~ RAILINGS ~ 

HANDRAILS ~ SECURITY 
GRILLES LIGHT STEEL 

FABRICATION GATE REPAIRS 
AND ALTERATIONS LARGE OR 

SMALL MOBILE WELDING 
SERVICE 

 
DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE 

FREE ESTIMATES 
 

Tel: 0191 3739714 OR 
07763 457 542 

 

Edwin & Devina 
welcome you to the 

 

Cross Keys Inn 
Esh Village 

Durham 
 

Tel: 0191 373 1279 
 

Dining area now fully NON 
smoking 

 

Langley Park 
Fish Shop 

 
Fresh Fish and Chips 

 
9 Quebec Street 

 
Telephone 3731474 

 

Fothergills Pies 
 

39 Front Street, Langley Park, 
Durham DH7 9SA 

Tel: 0191 373 6405 
 

Retail 
Outside catering for all occasions - 
weddings, birthdays, christenings, 

office parties, freezer orders 

 FASTFIT 
TYRES 
LANGLEY  

 

FTL 
 

Car, Light Truck & Farm Tyres  
Car Servicing, Repairs & MOT preparation  

 
Bill Johnston 

Langley Park 0191 373 3501  
 

We don't make a song and dance about our prices!    

Stuart Wright 
Funeral Service, Durham 

 
COMPLETE FUNERAL & MONUMENTAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

  
0191 373 3700 or 0191 386 3850 

43 Front Street 
Langley Park 

Durham 
DH7 9SA 

23 Marshall Terrace 
Gilesgate 
Durham 

DH1 2HX 
www.stuartwrightfunerals.co.uk 

 

 

 

Count r y St yl e
14 Quebec Street

Langley Park
Durham

DH7 9XA

Telephone:
01913731733 

or 01913731350



Esh Leaves Page 31 March 2005 
 

 
 

 
 

The secret of a 
 beautiful lawn 

and it costs less than DIY! 
 

A healthier GREENER lawn 
in 4 easy steps. 

 
Costs from as little as 

£13.00 per application. 
 

|  FREEPHONE |  
 

0800 1695009 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARK FLOORING 
47c Front Street, Langley Park, Co. Durham DH7 9XB 

Tel:  0191 3739947 
 

CARPETS AND VINYLS FOR EVERY ROOM 
 

MEASURING AND FITTING SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 
CONTRACT AND DOMESTIC FLOORING SPECIALISTS 

Registration - 62490 67902 101 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colin and Tracey would 

like to thank all our 
customers for their 

support and best wishes 
in our first year in 

business 
 

Thank you 
 

Tel:01913731408 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Mon-closed 

Tue-Fri open 9am-5pm 
Sat open 8.30am-3pm 

 
Julie Wordingham 

10 Quebec Street, Langley Park 
Durham DH7 9XA 
Tel: 0191 3731959 

 

 
  

  
 

Telephone 01913739333 
Mobile 07762086696 

 
Up to 8 passengers 
Wheelchair facilities 

 
 

Jill Pitt 
Massage Therapist 

 
Aromatherapy IIHHT 
Reflexology IIR 

Body Massage IHBC 
Indian Head Massage IIHHT 

 
Over 10 years in business 

Tel: 0191 373 5700 
In Langley Park 

 

To Advertise in Esh Leaves 
Contact the Editor on 

01913736687 or email 
aparishclerk@homecall.co.uk 
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Al an Madr el l  Coach Tour s 
 

Sun Apri1 10th Afternoon Mystery Trip 
Tues April 19th Thornton-le-Dale 

Mon May 2nd Skipton 
Wed May 18th Holy Island 

Mon May 30th Scarborough 
Tues June 7th Keswick & Lakes 

 
16 seat & 49 seat executive coaches for hire. 

Any Distance. Experienced Courteous Drivers. 
           

Telephone: 0191 3733145 
 

 
 
 

17 Quebec Street, 
 Langley Park 

Telephone : 3739895 
 

Gifts including the 
everyday and the unusual. 

 
Ethnic musical 

instruments and 
soapstone carvings. 
Adult and Children’s 

nightwear and underwear. 
Candles, Toys and 
Household Goods 
Greeting cards and 

Balloons Latex balloons 
available for parties and 

functions. 
 

If you haven’t been in for a 
while come along and see 

what’s new! (Party Plan 
and  Weekly payment 

scheme available) 
 

Also Available: 
Village Joinery all joinery 

work undertaken at 
competitive prices – 

 
Ring Kenny on 3739895 for 

a free estimate 

The Village Choice 

 
Olivers Trees Ltd 
Professional Tree Care & Consultancy 
Proprietors: D. Oliver and C. Beirne 
 
Unit 3, Langley Park Industrial Estate 
Witton Gilbert, Durham DH7 6TX 
 
0191 373 9771 Fax: 0191 373 9772 
e-mail: info@oliverstreeservices.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Diggerland would like to 
offer half price entry for 
readers of Esh Leaves and 
their families up to a total of 
6 people. This offer applies 
to entry only not to credits 
or wristbands. 
 
To take advantage of the 
offer just cut out this token 
and present it when paying 
for entry. 
 

 

 


